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Bagdad. Commusication, as desieed by Sit 
AlHardinge, will be made wea 
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Proposal to alse a foree of Bokhtiaris and 
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Page 40, No, 64, line 5. For “11th instant” read “ 10th instaat.” 
Page 136, No. 174, line 1. For“ yesterday's dato read “7th instant! 
Page 159, No. 194, ine 2, For “26th ultimo” read “24th ultimo.” 
Page 102%, No. 210, line 8, For “13th May" read * 12th May.” 
Poge 170, footnote, For “No. 198” read No. 197," 
Page 213, No. 269, line 1. For * despatcher 
Page 228, No, 292. line 6. For has been renounced” read “has been announced, 
Page 233, foot-note. For “No. 279 read No, 978° 
Poge 289, No, 317, line 1. For “22nd instant read 12th instant; 
“No. 975." 
Page 248", No. 341%, line 3. For “construction of telegram to Kataha"” read “construction of telegraph 
to Kataba.” 
51", No, 2554, line 1, For “respecting the Seistan atbitration "read 


read *“despatcher Nos. 219, 281, 


1 foot-note, for “No, 272” read 


pecting Russian action in 
254, inclonure in No, 358, ine 6. For “the manufactory of date eases read *tho manufacture of date 


Page 215, footnote, For Nos, 288% and 9197 read Nor. 200° and 310. 
Page 316, inclowre in No, 889, lise 3, For “telegram of the 16th i 


tak read telegram of the 
18th instant” 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of 
Persia and Arabia. 


Part XIII. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 1.) 


THLE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of two 
telegrams to the Viceroy, dated 25th March, relative to the Seistan arbitration. y 


India Office, March 31, 1908. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 1. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


phic.) P. India Office, March 25, 1903. 

YOUR telegram of 21st. 

Sir A. Hardinge has been instructed again to i ntial condition of 
our consenting to presence of Yami : eon Commission, 
that he should be completely dissoc 

Regarding Colonel Me wis y ap with escort near 
Nasratabad, if would be desi in view nuine alarm of the Persian 
Government, caused by mis-statements circulated as to our intentions, and the size of 
his escort, that Colonel McMahon should take with him into Persian territory as small 
an escort as would be compatible with his dignity. Can he arrange to leave his camp 
on the Afghan side of the river? 

Sco my telegram of 13th, 


— 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 1. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Pelegraphie.)  P, India Office, March 25, 1908. 
YOUR telegram of 22nd: Seistan. 
Foreign Office have instructed Sir A. Hardinge to take early opportunity to 
represent to Grand Vizier that removal of Hashmat-ul-Mulk, who has proved himself 
an able Governor, would be greatly deprecated by Ilis Majesty's Goverament. 


SS 
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(A 
ome Gna of State for India 


presents his compliments to the U 


Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lon 
Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 


forwards herewith, for the information of 


to the Vi atoll the 80th March, relative to the Pe 


April 1, 1903. 


Tuclosure in No, 2. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Indi 


(Holegraphic.) 


India. Off 


sl George Hamilton, 


n loan. 


March 80, 1903 


FOREIGN Office telegram No. 80 of 28th March to Sir A, Hardinge regarding 
Jona to Podsin, crossed ly telegram No. 18 of sane at, hich 
eessily of sonic such poliey'as ts suggested in, the Foreign 
" A none thane Oeee Gest ion should be rapid, ‘The matter 


render aiore than ever desirable that ot 
Sucms of reat importance, and the earlic 


possible expressio 


seoms to strengthen 
Office telegram, andl 


on of your views is 


Austad, with a viow {nwhich Exepeat to you Lord Lansdowne's reply to Siv A. Tare 


pears to be general harmony 
of 24th and 30th Mavch, and my telegram No. 30 of 


botween your telegrams Nos. 43 aud th 


0th, anil your present propo 


cas weamdorstand it, would provide for elfectunl fulfilment of our conditions. We 


‘allacly great importance {0 a gains! 
+ Rewarding Caspian fisheries, wre aru 


oimbarsement. 
oubtful whether th 


jore is any advantage 


in asking for this scetwity, which seoms to be needlessly provocative of Russia. 
eT AM ae cep fone fi the North, while we wish to he left alone 


fn the South.” 





No.3. 


Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 


(i) 


1) 


‘HIE UnderSeorctary of State for India prosonts his compliments to the Under- 
Tay of State for Kesetan Aifairs, atl, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
}erowith, for thie information of the Secretary of Stat 


6f a telogeam from the Viceroy, dated the Ist Apri 


Porsian 
Inulin Office, April 1, 1908. 


ee 


Inclosure mm No. a. 


Government of India (0 


Telegraphic.) P 
ceo telegram of 80th March. 


‘Whe proposal for a loan to Persia in its latest 
shoutd be made from revenues of Tndia without any 


Solely int the expectation that later on larger 
scoured. 


Lord G, Hamilton. 


Joan, with possible 


copy of a deeypher 


the subject of the proposed 


Aprit 1, 1903. 


form appears to be that advance 
ind of political return, but 


‘qd pro qua, might he 


4 


‘The proposed transaction dees not ccntain the condition which we have all along 
coutended would alone justify a loan exclusively drawn from Indian revenues, viz., 
that the Government of India must he able to show that their interests haye been 

ially protected. 

Tf, therefore, the terms now suggested for the loan are to be adopted, we think 
that His Majesty's Government should take equal part with India (sec’ Viceroy’s 

m of Sth February). 

verninent of India are now prepared to share with lis Majesty’s Govern 
muent € gf 
With this difference, present opportunity appears to be exactly similar to that 
which occurred in 1900, and which His Majesty's Government have always regretted 
was missed, 


ee 


No. 4. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 2.) 
WHE U, 
retary of 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 1 telegram 
from the Reside , to the Koreign Scretary, Calcutta, dated the Ist instant, 
lative to the hoisting of ‘the British flag at Jalcla 
India Ofice, April 1, 1908, 


Inclosure in No. 4. 
Revident, Aden, to Government of Indva, 


(Wolegraphie.) P. Aden, April 1, 1908. 

TELEGRAM from Secretary of State of 27th March, 

‘Nhe British Commissioners considered it highly desirable to hoist the British flag 
at Jalela, to assure inhabitants that: tho placo had Neen permanently evacuated by the 
Turks. The act was not due to my initiative, but, in my opinion, it has probably had 
a erg tranquilizing effect ow the district 

Should the Turks complain, 1 would ask His Majesty's Government: to remomber 
that it was at Jalela that tho British flag, pulled down at Alwara, was delierately and. 
zrossly insulted and finally {orn to piece: 

(Repeated to Vieero; wy of Stalo, and Bombay.) 





No. 5, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 2.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilt 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eonluot telegrams 
to the Visuoy, ial fhe Bist ultimo, and from the Resident, Aden, to the Pore 
Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 2nd instant, relative to the us is Majesty's 

in connection with the Aden delimitation. Ee og 


Initia Office, Aprit 2, 1908, 


$< 





Inclosure 1 in Ni 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Te i p. Indie Office, March 31, 1903. 
(Telegraphic.) P. : re ea ek ame 
ADMIRALTY ave asking when His Majesty's ship mioue” a rn 
will beable to feturn fo the Mediterranean. What ate your views as o the period for 
Which it will he necessiry to retain the ships at Aden ?” Presumably we eannot spare 


ought not to be retained longer than is really necessa 
(Repeated to Aden.) 


Inclosure 2 in No 
Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 
il 2, 1908. 
(Tetagaphion Be ee Aden, April 2, 1908, 
ORETARY of Stat st March. oe 
Until Commission ly ied some Cefn en 
order, and there is reason to bi of ‘Tupkish Government 
to proceed with whole demarcation without umiecessary delay, T would venture | 
urge that This: Majesty nit shoal note 
refereed to, [do not think it will be possible for at. 
the ships can be withdrawn from Ades, as delimitat 
SS Sani Meal to Viceroy, Seeretary of State, Bombay, anil Constantinople.) 





No.6, 


Sir ol, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne (Received April 2.) 


‘Tehran, April 1, 1903. 
1 of the 0th Maret, - 

ive resin, to helieve that the Russian Governnnt have given the Caspian 
islicries, Lown, Without insisting on thei previotts conditions, in order to saye the 
rand Vizier. fe ae th 
a atonlay (i Court party bad pactially aranpal’ th new Ministey so if this 
information proves true, he has not found the money for the Shab au it too soon. 

‘ormorrow T expect to hear more on the subject 





ie) Constuntinopte, Aprit 2, 1908. 

1 KATR const ota 

T have vallod the Port's attention to another paragraph whic, appeared in the 

Muvkish press of tho Ist instant, and given Tewhk Pasha to understand that the 
Mudirs would he turned out if they went to Zobiar or Odeid rae 
Twas axnin assured that there was no intention of sending them there. 





Consul-General Smith to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 3,) 


(No.7. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Ouessa, March 80, 1908, 

MY despatch No. 1, Commercial 

I am informed, on good authority, that the contract for the Persian Gulf Line has 
been concluded between the Imperial Government and the Russian Steam Na 
Company. 

An annual subsidy of 200,000 roubles is promised! for ten years, in consideration of 
four sailings in the year. ‘The new stcamers will, J believe, now be ordered, 

An important feature in the scheme is that the Imperial Government are to have @ 
prevailing voice in the selection of the Company's representative in the Gulf. I venture 
to beg that, in order to guard my informant, the place of origin of this information may 
not bs made known. 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) "6. L, SMITH. 


P.S.—I have sent copies of this despatch to St. Petersburgh and Constantinople, 
0, L. 8, 





No. 9. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Aprit 8.) 


: India Office, April 1, 1908, 
WITH reference to your letters of the 29th October, Gth and 213 Novernbe 


«to the case of Salem Kemri, a native of Zanzibar, who was brought to Pa 


M French Consul at Zanzibar, for the purpose of assisting in the produce 
tion of an anti-English publication, and was subsequently confined in Ste. Anne Lunatic 
Asslum, Tam directed by Lord George Hamilton to inclose, for any action which Lord 
Lansdowne may consider suitable, a copy of a Report upon the ease’ by the Government 
of Tudia, together with sworn statements by Dr. Young nd Salem Keniri, 

It will be seen that the Government of Iudia entirely discredit. M. Plat’s. statements 
regarding the previous history of the boy Bachir; and that the probability is that M. Pint, 
in fact, owes money to Salen Kemi, 

Hany aleo to raquest that you will draw Lord Lansdawne's special attention to the 

Paragraph of the Governinent of India’s letter regarding the difficulties which stand 
in the way of intercepting the scurrilous pamphlets in the production of which M. Plat 
Would appear to be engaged, and to the hope expressed by the Gover India that 
His Majesty's Government may be able to represent the mutter in atich  Hght as to eause 
the dissemination of such publications under the auspices of the French Governhient to 
be discontinued, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "HORACE WALPOLE, 


——<————— 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


Fort William, March 5, 1003, 
4: have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatches 
of the 7th and 28th November regarding Sulom Keniti, a, native of Zanvibar, who mee 
ken fo, Paris by M. Piat, formiery. French Consul at Zanzibar, for the parpose of 
assisting in the production of an anti. 

(1617) © 
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2. ‘Phe statements of Dr. Young and Salem Kemri have been taken on oath, and 
their depositions form an inclosure to the letter from the Government of Bombay, dated 
the 23rd January, 1903. : ; <a) 

With regard to the sums alleged by M, Piat to be due to him from Salem Kemri, it 
will be seen that, according to the apparently trastworthy account given by the latter, the 

sutns reccived were 80 rupees for the purchase of an outfit on leaving Aden, and a 
sum of 800 fr, received in Paris on the 20th Juve, 1902. ‘Tickets also were provided. 

s Abt Salem Kemi should receives free 
ge for himself and his servant, together with a sinall outfit, and the claim for the 
refund of the cost of those appears to be entirely unjustifiable. ‘The sum of 300 fr. 
which changed hands on the 20th June appears to have been on aecount of service 
alrendy rendered, No salary, apparently, was paitl for any portion of the remaining period 
up to the 17th July, when the unfortunate man was removed to ah asylum, and the 
balance of ippears, therefore, to be in favour of Salem Kemri, apart from the 
870 fr, which M. Piat is said to have detained. : 

It will be observed that the French Consul at Aden is stated to have issued a pass- 
port tothe servant Bachir before his departure for Europe, and this fact appears to 
supply sufieent relataton of M, Pat's insinuations regarding the boy's status, 

3. With reference to the publications known as the “Futh-al-Bassayir” and the 
*MurshidealsAlbah,” which are deseribed by Salem Kemri in his statement, we forward 
copies of the papers noted in the inclosell list, showing that, in order to check the 
circulation of these pamphlets in Arabia, Indin, and the Persian Gulf, we have instructed 
our postil authorities to selze any copies that may be discovered in the post-olfices. at 
‘Adon, Bombay, Karachee, or Muscat, : 

{t may be necessary to take similar action in the ease of the other Arabic pamphlet, 
entitled the “Nasch.el-Ummeh,” to which our Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 
tolurs in his fetter dated the 10th November, 1902. ‘This poiut will te further con~ 
sidered when fuller information is obtained as to the character of this publication, We 
anticipate, however, that the facility with which changes ean be effected in the title of 
these panphlets is hikely to frustrate the measures which we have taken, or may take, to 
intercopt then and we entertain the hope that the disclosures which have been made’ by 
Solemn Kemi ato the origin of these scurtlous, publications may enable His Majesty's 
Govoroment to represent the matter to the French Government in such a light as to 
rendor it improbable th dissemination under the auspices of the French authorities 
Will he continued, i 9 

1, We trust that our proceedings will sect with your Lordship’s approval. 

We have, &e. A 
(Signed) CURZON. 
T, RALEIGH, 
BE, PWG, LAW. 
BR. 
A. it. ARUNDE, 
DENZIL [BBE 


Inclosure 2 in No. 9 
Government of Bombay to Government of India. 


Jontidential) Bombay Castle, Janvary 23, 190%, 
(CONTA eutlnuson: of sy Content leliors dates 18th December, 1902, aud 
i2th January, 1903, Lam directed to forward herewith n copy of a confidential letter 
from the Political Resident, Aden, dated the Oth January, 1903, tozether with the 
depositions (in original) of the Reverend Dr, Young and Salem Keni, as desired ia 

igraph 2 oft F State's despateh dated the 7th November, 1902. 
Piat’s publication, which the Secretary of State assumes to be the same as that 
in the correspondénce quoted in. paragraph 1 of his Loniship's above-quoted 
despatch, is also, 1am to observe, identical with the paper reported in my Confidential 
letter, dated the Lath October, 1902, and it is possible that the title was changed as a result 
of the wetion taken against the publication in its earlier name. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 9. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ashby to Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential) Ader, January 5, 1908, 
WITH reference to your letter dated the 25th November, 1902, forwarding Secretary. 
of State for India’s despateh of the 7th idem to the address of his v the Governor 
General in Council, and to his despatch of the 98th idem fo same address, & copy of which 
was forwarded here direct, I have the honour to forward herewith the depasitions of 
Dr. Young and Salem Kemri, 
2, It will be secn that the latter never attempted to tid himself of the Ind Bachir 
nse M. Piat desires to be understood. Salem Kerri states that he asked the 
Sultan to recall him, and to send another servant in his place owiog to M, Plats eruelty to 
the lad. : 
5. Ue further states that he never knew or understood that. Bachir 
a paid servant of the Sultan of Lalicj, ‘The Sultan is at present at Delhi, and a 
to his son, who is acting for him, as to the antecedents of Bachir remains unanswered, 
aformation subsequently obtained from the Sultan will be communicated in duc 
course, M, Piat’s statement that Bachir was sold in Aden may be, however, regarded. as 
absolutely without foundation, 
4, 80 rupees were actually advanced to Salem Kemri at Aden, ‘The cost of 
for himself and servant amounted to 580 rupecs, or a total of G60 rupees (442). 
ition to this sum, Salem states he received 300 fr. from M, Piat on the 2Uth June: 
‘one month's wag 
_———— 


Inclosure 4 in No, 9, 
Depositio 


JOUN CAMERON YOUN M,, states on oath 
Tam a medical miss ployed by the United Free Church of Seotlan 
Have been in Aden und Sheikh Othman for ten gears. My age i 41.1 fist got 
Kemri in Lahj about twenty mouths ago, and treated hin for fever, About dune TS0t 
officer of the Sultan of Lali brought him to our school at Sheikh Othman, nd. said 
the Sultus had sent him to see iL would tench him Bg 
school, nade w i 
ee Duvit was 
hnaptized. L-advieed bin (0 accept 
nev ait work in Paris to. whom 1 gave him 
were Pastor Cordey, of the French Evangelical Churely and the Revereiat 
B B.D., Seotch Presbyterian, About the be: innit red a letter: 
from him written in Arabie and sent to 
7th June, and apologized for not writing sooner, saying that MI, Piat hud forbidden 
write to any Europeans, and that he was sending this through the Sultan of Lal, 
phon he was allowed to conespond. In it he said he was sorey that he hid. cage to 
Paris tliat it was not to teach Arabic that lie way brought, but for secret. Covenee 
work of a bad description, “He asked me to try and gct him back to Aden. ‘Tis letioe E 
1 for fear lest my Arable servauts should see it, Subsequently I got another 
letter Gabout the 12th July) whieh I now produce, A week or 40 liter I seeded n tves 
‘rom Mr. Brechin, dated the 9th July, which I also produce, “On the 2lst July L wrote 
to Me. Brechin, inclosins a draft for 204, and asking him to seid Salem back to Aden aa 
ely, dated the 4th August. Luter on, when in Egypt, | wrote to Ae treet 
Him to try and effect Salem's release; and, if he coultd not do. s0, to 
About the 28th August I received a cablegram from him asking. me to ¢ T 
sailed nest day from Alesandtia to Marseilles, On my arrival ia Paris, I Went first to the 
‘syluui and saw Salem there, felt convinced that he was not insane, and. later on, ineaee 
Hany with Mr. Brechin, 1 waited upon Mr, George Atlees, the Brite: Vieworeny 
‘aking him to do what he could to effect: Salem's releise, “He toll me ther fo had 
rae honey ftom Solem, and vas doing what he could to have hin, discharged 
hat he himself had seen hin, and was quite convinced of his suvity. Sele equeatly 
te sent ame the order for his release, and I went to the asylum and ‘took, Ine od 
Sih Sopeennay, ener he eame by Rubattino steasier to. AdeD, landing hereon the 


mie through the Sultan of Lahaj; it was dated the 





8 


While in Paris I called at M. Piat’s house, and was told that he was out of town, 
and lind been for several weeks; his servants could not give me his address, but 
that if T sent a letter it would be forwarded, I left my card. From the asylum 
got a note saying that some of Salem’s effects were at the Hotel de Ville. I 
went there, but no one seemed to know anything about them, 1 asked about the 
servant Bachir at M. Pia’s house, and was told that he was away with M. Piat. I 
subsequently sent the note I obtained from the asylum to Mr. Brechin, who delivered it 
to the Consul. 

Before Larrived in Paris U reecived a letter from Pastor Cordey, in which he suid that 
he called on M. Piat and failed to find him at home. Subsequently M. Piat called om him, 
and told him that Salem had turned Christian in order to eurry favour with the Sultan of 
Zanzibar. Pastor Cordey discouraged further effort on ’s behalf, as from what 
M. Pint said he considered him an impostor. i 

T know nothing about Bachit’s previous history, though T am aware that there are a 
cousiderable number of Abyssiniaus in. the employ of the Sultan of Lahej as paid soldi 

ad Nir, Mackenzie, of the British Anti-Shavery Society ent and caretul inquiry 
in the territory of the Sultay, aad only found a few slaves, all of whom were cunuchs. His 
Rejort was published some years ago by the Societ 

: : ‘ (Signed) JOUN ©. YOUNG. 

Before me: - 
(Signed) P.T, Porrixcen, Captain, L8.C:, 
Magistrate, \st Class. 

Ailen, December 16, 194 


Inclosure 5 in No. 9. 
Sulem Kenri to the Ret. Dr. J. C. Young. 


[evicted tierlly] 
duly 1, 1902, 

THAD sont a letter for you before in a letter of the Sultan of Lake), because [am 
‘raid! tht any one to know’ me that Ehave English person who know me, for this man 
Thad said to mie, if you speak with other man of European tribe, I shall show you much 
trouble. Nowy Sit, [got litte time to written this letter for you to tell you some of my 
stor 

his niin has vent to taken me feos Aden f im Arabic language; h 

nin M, Pint, Counsel of France, Now he anake me like slavei ‘bad to 
nie and beat me and my boy, aid don't Fet_me or my boy to gone out, but with him or 
with one of his family uutit nearest place, and when F i ie 10 zone to 
Aden, he said tome, Give me my money which [spent for you to cor to 
eres and Tsai to hin, E not suid to you that you to spend. y for to bring we 
evo for to kill mie, and THave uot money: till Uta give you,” He was angry 
anil nike jw i one room Like prison; E have for people to here my 
they don't know my hanguaye he said to bin 1 a doctor 
for to saw me; and when the ductor bad come, he ask a e you crying, said 
to him Patraid this man fad beating me oud the doctor eannot to stavil me, for he was 
France doctor and the M. Pint sid to mie why you said this news, you must not to said 
othive tin like this Words, auul he traslent to thé dvctor. Ld fow whit he bas said 
to him, and le gone away without | kuow anything about him, Now, Sir, my story is 
Jongg. Teannot to tell you more than this now, Atlast 1 have got little time to send this 
letter which you hal give me for Sir J, Brechin, B.D., aud Sir Pastor Cordey to tell they 
some of my story, and Pastor has come one day and he fined me in a rond and he said 
tome don't afraid, Tan here, Tam your friend, your brother, I said to. him | don’t 
wish to stay in the house of this many if he want me to do his business I will do, but let 
him to bring me other house to stay in it, ‘The Pastor has said to me Twill go to 
Sir Brechin and we will think together about you, and thea we will sent a letter for you 
ind you must to xo in «Post Office to take it, and he has gone and Thad gone to Post 
Ofiige to ask about a letter every day, aud 1 don't fined any letter, and from that day till 

lay L haul wot seen any one—Pastor or Brechin. Now, Sir, if you like God indeed 
please sent a Let ‘one whieh: know hit to take me from this man, fur te will Bill 
the, I think. 1 don’t his business, for it is very lad business, but 1 don’t to tell x 
about his business, itis very dangers business sid wish his mouey whieh he speu about 
me, but 1 think Le ust uét to get for many reasons whiel Lktiow, but he intimidation 
ni, for le think 1 Hot have one to protected me from his harm and his trouble, and when 
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he saw one had come to take me, he will become very afraid ftom his Government. 1 
think do please, Sir let one to saved me from this and to sent me to you, don't have 
any money here, but when L had come to Aden, I will got work to do, and I will give you 
your money, Sir. Please, Sir, don’t said to any European or Arabian man this news. 
Bir, I afraid to got this man any news about me before L had not gone away from him, 

My place is Rue Vinuese, 3 F., Paris. 

At once, Sir, saved me please. 


Taclosure 6 in No, 


The Rev. E. J. Brechin to the Rev. Dr. J, C. Young. 


: Paris, July 9, 1902, 
I DULY received your letter regarding §, Salem, I had a letter from him inclosed, 
telling me that he was being abused by his employer, M. Piat. f understand he wrote yout 
also, Both Mr. Cordey and T have seen him ; and, as fir as we can make out, M. Pist is 
keeping Salem a close prisoner and terro Salem says he is beaten, but lie can 
show no bruises. He told me that he was engaged at secret, dangerous work, and could 
not tell me what it is. M. Piat kept his first month's salary as payment lor his passage 
from Aden, and 1 hear that he las paid him his second month’s salary, 300 frs. 

Iwent to see the English Consul here. He snid that there was nothing for him to dos 


that if Salem had any charge to make against M, Piat, it would need to be made to the 
Fronch authorities, 


‘Mr. Cordey is to see M, Pint some day 
possible, the real state of matters, 
It seems to us that the only thing to do is t 


soon, in order that he may find out, if 


fo. wait until Salem has enough to take 


hhim back to Aden, and then see him safely on his way, 
T thought it better to let you know. Many thanks for your kind letter, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 


The Rev. B. J. Brechin to the Rev. Dr. J. C. Young. 


AY Paris, August 4, 1902, 
1 RECEIVED yours of the 21st July this ng, with inelose cheque ior a0 

Since writing you, 1 received the inclosed letter irom Mr. Cordey, which will bost 
explain to you the state of affairs as far'as I know them, Lam so sorry to hear all this 
about Salem, for, like you, 1 thouzht him an lionest-looking fellow. 

You will see from the letter that M. Piat and the doctors are to have hitn sent back 
to Aden as soon as possible, 1 shall keop your cheque until I hear trom you what you 
wish me to do with it under the new cireumstan ; 

Miss Wood is from home just now, but 1 shall be able to tell you hy my next letter 
about the parcel, eat 

——— 


Inclosure 8 in No, 9. 
Deposition, 


SALEM KEMRI, native of Zanzibar, age about 30, states 
, Zanzibar, ug 30, states on oath :— 
Daring the month’ of March 1902 I was at Labi), when I received 

the Freuch Consul at, Aden, M. Reis, asking me to come'to Aden, as he wanter tee 
Tame in and M, Reis told mo that he had received a llter ror Pastas tne toe te 


iad received a letter from Paris, from M, Pi 
gentleman whom J bad formerly known as French Consul iu Zanzibar, asking hi eo a 


ue aud to ascestain whether I was willing to go to. Paris, wh 

: ee 0 40 where he promised me good 
Gphloyment. ‘The nature of the work was not mentioned’ and ou miy usking about i 
Ty, Kets toll me that he could not tell me this, hut at present was only to find out whether 
was willing to go or not. I said that I would be willing, provided that {was eatieted oe 


to the nature of the work, rate of pay aud an i 
. pay and arrangements for travel 05 
then left and returned again a month late s Sat eur ane 


that can fils, second occasion M. Reis informed me that he tid heard fom M. Pi 
ae for which I'was required was to teach a person Arabie for two hours a-day, 


D 
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and that the rest of the day would;be at my own disposal. The wages were to be 300 frs. 
a-month and free lodgings for myself and servant. I was also to be given a second-class 
passage for myself and deck passage for my servant bya Messageries steamer. I accepted 
these terms, and he told me to be ready to leave on the 14th May; he further gave me 
80 rupees to buy warm clothes ut Port Said. 

Taceordingly left Aden on the (4th May in the steam-ship “ Yarra,” and was met at 
Marseilles by an old gentleman named César Tian®, who took me from the ship toa hotel ; 
hie told me to rest here for the day and go on by night to Paris. 

1 left that night, and on urrival at Paris found M. Pint waiting for me on the plat- 
form. He took me to his house and showed me all the rooms I was to occupy ; he seemed 
very pleased to sev me, shook me warmly by the hand, and said how glad he was that I 

ad come, He treated me ns a guest, and t frequently s own table with him. He 
told me not to uo out Uy myself, but said that, if L vished to go out, some one would 
always be available to accompany me—generally a Indy who was staying in the house and 
\vlon) hig itraduced as his cousin and the wife of the French Consul at Bagdad, or else one 
of lier children (sons, ages about 174 and 1¥$). He warned me not to speak to any one 
except only to such Frenchmen as ight introduce me to, and especially warned me 
aginst speaking to Rugtishmen: 

1 wax getting tired! of having no occupation, and about a fortni 
M. Pint called me to his office and began to taush and joke with me, and then sai 
to get 1 larger salary than had been bargained for, and would probably receive some honour 
from the Goyernient. He then produced two books full of Arabie writing and to blank 
Looks, and said that, if 1 did the work seeretly and well, I should be well paid. said 1 
Would do my best, aud asked where was the sian Thsd to teach. He replied that, as the 
Work had tolbi done sceretly, he had not. informed M. Reis as to the nature of it, but had 
said! that Hie wanted me asa teachers [then asked what was the nature of the work, and 
he told mete look and see. {looked at the books and he told mie to correct any mistakes 
that Tinight sew in the Arabic, and that L would also have to write every day in the blank 
Hooks whatever he might tell me, He said we were to take extracts from these books and 
insert then: in an Arabic newspaper which we were to send to Arabia, India, and every 

untry: where there were Mussilmans, 

Vigok the hooks fo my room, and foun 

tions or euttings from othice newspapers. 

‘Mherw were teloatans trom ull countries—Aden, Constantinople, Austria, Hay, Persia, 

of those were attacks azatl 


wore full of letters 


inst the policy of Englacl, The Biitish and 
¢ disparaged, while Prange and Russia were praised. 
‘The British were said to be graspit nid unjust, and were always trying to acquire 
ritory, and on this ageonnt God has of late heen scouring them, as was shown by 
nie and Sickness, aud by the competition of Ameriea and Germany in trade; that 
Amerie, by providing olf as fucl, wis deprivine England of her income from coal} that 
there wis war in the Transvaal, Afghanistan, aid Somaliland, and generally throughout 
{uding that God had sinitton the King with illness when all preparations hid been made 
for his Coronation 
J eannot aow remember exactly: wh mi were all 
filled with this Sort of hinaguage agninst th that the Ezyptians naw 
cull tlie Khedive an uubeliover, as he only did whatever the British told him to. ‘he 
Sultiiy all Tuikey once sent: sok 1 possessio (Uhasvos). which 
belonged to a lady’ ofthe Khedive’s family, but Lord Cromer got the British to send a man 
‘ol-wur to clainy it on. the Khedive'’s ween 
‘Phot were copies of three letters iu the hooks which were said to huve been sent to 
Mull Abdullit Arshun, in Somalilind, the Sheikh of Koweit (Mubarakets-Sabab), and 
Mulla Najvcbsededin Halal, hanistan, 
‘Whe tivst of these to th Mullali_ purported to come from all Mussulmans and 
heir teachers, vnil tol hime that, ihe could tear up the widlway tine near U 
would danage the Mritish far more than he could at Berbera, as hie weuld eause cont 
at both onds. his later also promised assistance in money, arms, and aun 
Jibutis hat such action would he approved by all Mussulimins, 
he second letter fo Skeikty Mubarak purported to be from all Moslem teachers 
said that the Boglish wore jnfidels, and that, Hf the Sheikh kept company with the 
Hlowed ici instructions, he would become an infidel; that he should carry out the wishes 
of the Sultan of Turkey aiid not Keep company swith the English, as the company of infidets 
is condemned hy the Koran, e 


OF (he fini of Tiyy andl Rois, whey have a trading estoblishnicat at Aden, 


n 


‘The third letter to Mulla Najeeb-ed-din Haddah purported to be from all Moslems in 

the world. It promised help if le continued to make war on the British, and suid that 

1ce was only being delayed til! they were sutisfied that he would! reinain steadfast 

in his opposition to the British; that all Moslems under British rule were tired of their 

position, advising him to make alliance with Russia, which is a splendid country. ‘This 

letter was a long one, but the gist of it was to advise him to throw in his lot with Russia 
rather than with England, 

There was also something in the books about Sir Arthur Hardinge at Tehran. I 
cannot now remember exactly what it was, but said he had beea opposing Russian schemes 
in Persia, and that he was trying to persuade the Shah to allow him to construct a railway. 
from Peshawar into Persia. Russia had consequently asked Great Britain to recall Sir 
Arthur Hardinge on account of his marked antipathy’ to the Russian Government. The 
result of this request was not vet known, but that it would make little difference, as Russia » 

s close on the borders of Persia and ‘had plenty of soldiers ready, while England was 
y and could not easily bring an army, so that, if Persia listened to Sit Arthur 
dinge, he would lead them into difficulties aud then let them get out as best they 


ish had asked the Emperor for a Concession to bring water from 
ry into thie Soudan; this Concession was granted because the Binperor knew that 
between him and the British he could easily cut off the water-supply and 
people and trees to di 
Another passage exhorted all Moslems not to listen to the British, as wherever they 
g0 they take possession of the country, aud treat the real owners as. mere puppets. ‘The 
rulers of any countries where the British hnd already: set, foot should hasten to. make 
‘Treaties with France or Russia, or any other great country in proximity to their borders, 
here was a great deal more to this effect in the books that T cannot now remember 
it was chiely against the Enzlish, but partly also 
_ Mention also was made of British: barbarities in the Transvaal, especially: the concen 
tration caps, where, it was alleged, the women were treated like beasts. ‘That when peace 
was finally deckired, English ladies went out in the streets in England like common people, 
without giving thought to their poor sisters undergoing degrwlation in 


the 
one who 
trude of 
is not good, Lam now 
ir Governaient, Accordingly, 
but that should be 


nent, and my property in Zanziliar, whieh nad been twken 
from me by the Sultan, would be restored to me through Krewelt iufluenee, and T should 
no longer be under the Sultan. By this means I should once more be a rich wan, whereas, 
if | rolused the work, 1 should continue to be a poor man, and the I would oppress 

‘is tefore. Heasked, “Why, then, do you refuse? It will be much better for you to 
tole its you will be very sorry afterwards if you refuse. No one will help you except the 
Frencl Government.” “T said all this might be true, but Leould not do the work, He 

) * T have brought you here aud recommiended you to M, Deleassé ; he does not know 
You personally, but ouly from ty recommendation; what ean 1 say to him now? He 
Will hold me responsible for your refusal.” 1 admitted this, but persisted in my: refusal. 
He then became angry and called mon foo! and an ass, and that 1 had no gratitude; that. 
il refused to do the work, he would make things bad for me, 1 asked it he intended to 
Kill me, but he replied that he would not ill me, but would make me wish 1 was dead, 

T then went aivay, and for two days could not ext from grief and fear. I did nob 
Know any way about Paris oranvthing of French eustoms or lnws, Tate nothing but a. 
Vitle cake 1 had ia my room, as 1 feared poison iu the food from AM Plat. On the thied 

iy he sent for me aud asked why L would not eat, I said L would uot eat food froma. his 
house, but would do so at a hotel. 1 said iy eating depended on myself, and us. (or the 
work, T bad coime to teach Arabic, and would not do the work he kad givew me, Ie thea 
culled te a fool and au ass, and struck ime, saying that I must eat, Le then tooke ime upp 
Tay ean rooms and again struck me several times with the open hand aud once oF 
Nice with his fists, I cried out in the hope that somebody might hear and rescie me, 





But no one came, After that T did the work as he ordered, hoping to be able to gel away 
in time. 

T was allowed to go out into the Trocadéro, and one day while there 1 wrote two 
letters to Pastor Cordey and the Reverend ©. J. Brechin, and inclosed with them the two 
letters addressed to them that had been given me by Dr. Young in Aden. In these letters 
Lasked them to come and meet me, and on the following day Pastor Cordey came, and T 
asked him to take me to his house, as L was very tired of this man. 1 said I had also 
written to Mr. Brechin, but be had not come, Pastor Cordey said he would first see 
Mr, Brechin, and took’ his address from me, and then went off, telling me not to be 
afraid, but to call at the Post Office, and 1 should hear from him. A day or two. afters 
wards I got n letter from hin, in which he said he tad seen Mr, Brechin, who was 

ing to the Trocadéro to see me. Mr. Brechin came and I spoke to him. {asked 
hin to go to the British Consul about me, as | had been brought to Paris for one work 
and then set to do something quite different; he asked what my work was, but T said T 
coull! not tell him he tied to persuade me to tell, hut f refused to say + he then asked 
where Lived and told me to go howe. 1 went home, and he saw me go into the house, 
and then he went on A 

‘Twice alter this Pastor Cordey came to see me, but all he said was to tell me 

sequently, E continued to do the 

ed him to ullow me to return to Aden. 

1 even offered to: pay my own return fire if he would allow me to go, but he would 
not let me. e 

At lust one day 1 wrote Pastor Coidey's aude to a cabman, telling 
him to drive me to the house; lie did so, and I begged Pastor Cordey to take me away 
from where Iwas; he said he had no place for me there, T begged him to send me 
tow hotel or elsewhere, as 1 did not wish to return to M. Piat’s house, He said T must 
returi, but that 1 should tell M. Pint that I wanted to return to my own country, 
and would not do the work, If M, Phat illstreated me, £ could complain to the pol 
T replial that L did not know thet tur where the. polige-station was, bat, he 
insisted that L must go back, Pastor Corey also told me to say that L was a Christian, 
Dut Twas afraid to do this for fear that 1 should be killed for having been with the 
English: 

*"Teoutinued fo. plendl with M, Piat to soud-me back to Adon, but he would say 
“yen one day und “no” another, At lust he said he would tet me 405 but that if ever 
Viol any of these scerets he would have me killed wherever L might be,” He told me he 
could not inform M. Del that L refused to work, as he would then pit me into 

onl where 1 should probably dies that he (M. Piat) was lookirg after this Governe 

for M. Deleasss, aid the latter did not kuow me personally, IF he told 
M. Deloss 1 was ill, he would probably send a doctor to treat me, so that the best way 
vas fav ine to fergn madness, 

{forsot 10 say thit-on the day following that oo whieh M, Piat bea: me and I eatled 
out, My Plat bron} Hho sid, was ML doctor; he asked why Teried 
out, Proplied that Lwasu't il, but that Las afraid of this man (M. Piat). - M. Piat told 
me that L snusta't tlk like this, or Lwould sce what he would do to me; he then spoke 
to the doctor, Who looked at my tongue and felt my pulse aud the back of my head. 
Alter the ductor went avy, M. Plat said to me that the doctor dectored 1 was epilept 
and must bathe in cold water and rub my chest and back. 1 replied that the doctor did 
Huot Kiny: anything about its Thad never bad an epileptic fit in iny lite, He said, * You 
ae a wlnian ; this is M, Deleassé's doctor, Do you suppose he docs not know?” "The 
doctor could Hot talk Atabie, and TL could not talk French, so L did not know how to talk 
to ini, and could only reply’ to what M. Pint s 

M, Vint told me that if 1 feigned madness 1 should quickly get back to iy own 
county, 1 lett hin and consulted my servant Bachir; he reesmmended me to do it. 1 
told litt not to speak of it to any one, ws it might be bad for us both, M. Piat said he 
would bring a nan next day who was soit) buti, and would look alter me on the 
voyugey and that Twas to feign mainess before him, At 10 a,at the next day he sent for 
mie, und L went anid found swan with him whom Ldid uot know, 1 sat on a soft while 
this min asked me a lot of questions through M. Pint, but 1 did not answer anything. 
M. Pat then put his hand into my pockets and took out my purse containing two notes 
‘of 100 tr, cach, 84 Napoleons iu gold; he said he would keep this for me there, and 1 said 
nothing. Me told me the man would aecompany me to Aden, but 1 still made no reply, 
aid the mat left, and I went to my own room 

Next day he sent for me, and 1 went down aud found he was not there, but only 
his cousin’s wile in the room : two men were with her—one was M. Delcassé’s doctor, 
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who had seen me before, and the other was the man 1 had seen the previous day— 
the woman acted us interpreter, translating into English, which I know fairly well, She 
asked if I kuew the man who had come the day before, but I gave no reply. She said 
this is the man who is going to Aden with you; don't you know him? He came 
yesterday. I remained silent. M, Delcaseé’s doctor then looked at my eyes and tongue, 
and felt my pulse, and then spoke to the other man; they then went away, and after a 
few minutes M. Piat came and had a long conversation with the lady, and fivally told me 
to go upstairs. 
‘The next day M, Piat brought, avotlier man whom I knew as the teacher ina school, 

ud told me I might go for a carriage drive with hin), I accordingly went into a cab 
with M. Piat aud this other man, and they took me to an asylum (St. Anue’s); a letter 
was here given to M, Piat, which fe took, and we drove to a police-station, “Phere w 
aw the doctor who had come on the previous day. T begged them to take me away 
and send me home, but they paid no attention. I was then taken to another office 
With a rom for the temporary confinement of prisoners, where Twas kept all night 
Next morning’ another doctor came, and M. Piat still acted at interpreter; the doctor 
said lie must watch me fora few days, but T asked not to be kept shut up in this little 
place, which was not much more than a eupbeard; so they took me off again to St, Anne's 
sylum. 
Neat morning another doctor belonging to the hospital came and prieked me with a 
in, and asked nie if | felt it. U said, yes, Tid, Las then taken to the ward in which | 
Was afterwards found by Dr. Young; it was then about the ISth July, and it was the 
6th September when I was released. 


Besides the money menti fat, Eleft my boxes 


no pay sitice I arrived in Patis 
fi), i 20th June, 

In addition to the money mentioned above, there were also four Inglish sovereigns in 
golil which T omitted to ment 

The Gazette was formerly called “ Fateh-el-Basayer,” but the name was subsequently 
changed to “Murshed-el-Pab.” It was issued two or three times a-month, and wus sent 
to India, Koweit, Morocco, Linga, Muscat, Lamy, Bunder Salim, Bander Abbas, Bushire, 
Balirein, Bussorah, Melinda, Cute Jibuti, and ~otliey places, The sons of Abdulla 
Hassan Ali in Ad leit Balaka, were sent copies; also Aman Salah, 
one Bazaraly, and Sheikh Mubarak and -Abdil-Aaizcbin- Siow 
Jn Bussorab, Saiyid Ahmad Nakech and Saiyid ho Sheikh of Babreia and Sheikh 
Hbrahini-bin-Mubammad-bin-Kbalifa, The Vali of Bushire, the officer in charge of the 
Customs. In Linga, the Vali and the Chief of the Custoins, Sheikh Sultansbin-Ruchent, 
sheikh Saiyid Muhammad Mulla, In Bundee Abbas, the Vali and the Chief of the 
Customs, In Bombay, Sheikh Abdulla and Sliikh Abdul Aziz Muhastnad (brothers), 
Captain Muhammad Baks, Sheikh, Yusulhin-lbrahin. 

These aro just names 1 ean now remember from the ligt, but there were many 
others, 

“U first saw Mt N but was not then personally acquainted with him, 1 
left Zanzibar in A.11. 1317 in the month of Muburem, owing to a difference | had with 
the Sultan Hatnood, whom 1 was serving ay a junior Secretary; my father was a large 
merchant there. | Frow Zanzibar Lwent to Jibati, where [ stayed eight inonths. ani wee 
made a while there, the Governor told me that he had orders to arrest me und send 
ine back to Zanzibar; he advised Wie to xo, so U crossed over to Chancba® in Yemen, and 
thence to Hodeida and subsequently to the’ Persian Gulf, and finally eame to Lae), where 
{arrived a little more than two years ago, From Lhe] I wrote to the French Consul at 
Aden, M. Reis, asking him if he could get me some cuiployment in Jibuti; he replied 
that te bad no work for me there, but L might return without fear, T did sot hear eeain 
from him fora tong time, T first met Dr. Young in Lalie] more than a yeu ago. 1 
Peat to hin to get some medicine when I was sulfering trom fever. ‘The Sultan of aha} 
had known my father, and he gave me clothes, a house, and 80 rupees umanth. I thee 
asked him to allow me to go to Sheikh Othman aud learn English; he ageved, and T lived 
ia Shei Oth jer six months, leaning Enalish in Ds, Yount’s school.” L way then 
called back to Laliej for two months and was again on my way to Sheikl ff 

ra Na) for two montis and was again on my way to Shekh, Othman when 

cstimate the value of the property left in Paris at about 131, but there are title 
deeds and other papers that I cannot value. ‘There was no wrilten agreement betieon 
wad M. Reis or M. Pint, ond there was no undertaking that I should. serve for any. 


, * Near Mokhu 
fei7) mM 
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particular time. M. Reis gave me a ticket and passport for myself and servant. I 
don’t know the price of the ticket, but M. Piat informed me that it was 1,240 fr. 

‘As regards my servant Bachir, he was one of a number of Abyssinians in the service 
of the Sultan of Lahe} who pliced him at my disposal to take with me as a good servant. 
1 was to pay him 5 rupees asmonth and his food and clothes. I have never heard that he 
was a slave, and he never said anything to me the subject. I don’t. know anything about 
his previous historg, but there aré a considerable number af Abyssinians serving as soldiers 

n Lahe), and none of them are slaves, Had Bachir been a stave, hie would have taken the 
“opportunity to escape in Aden, 
(Signed) SALEM KEMRI. 
Before me: 
(Signed) P. 1. Pormorn, Captain, 
Lat Class Magistrate, 
Aden, December 16, 1902, 


Silom Kemri, recalled to-day, the 27th December, 190 

While F was in Paris T wrote two or three letters to the f Lhe), 1 also 
wrote to the Sulta interpreter, aud to a Saiyid at 
Lahej, M, : eto ny now T hai arrived safely and 
hal got good employment, [wrote ns he told me. ‘This was before I was shown the 
eal nature of the work Twas expected to do, 1 cav’e say for eestain whether in my 
lottors to the Sultan or others in Lahej L inentioned Bachir or asked for authority to got 
rid of hin. certainly did not do-so in the first letters, hut L may have, perhaps, i 
in subscujuent letter nsked the § yallows ine ta send Bachix: by 
uch age, nnd it would be bettgt if tie could send ev servunt iu bis place; this was 
aioe M. Pat luv! hostel, the boy oue day for being idle, and I thought it would be 
ilvisible (o wet Idis wways in tay’ letter to the Sultan T never vised the word slave.” I 
always spoke of Bachir as a scavant, and never heard that he was suppose to be a 
slave, 

Before [Tel Adey | took Bachiv to see M. Reis, the Freeh Consul, and we both 
spent the night ut iis housé, M. Reis questioned Bac! jout what pay he was to 
wet, &e, and asked if he was going of his own five will, Bachir replied in the affirmative, 
and M, Tels then mae out the passport. 

On further consideration, Lean say for certain that, after M. Piat tent Bachir, [did 
write to the Sultay, nd say that L should like to send the boy buck and zet stnother 
servant in bis phic. ‘This is the ouly thing I did that could lead M. Piat to suppose that 
Thad applied to the Saltay for authority ay got rid of him, M. Piat frequently asked 
Hoth sue and Bachir whether the latter was « sereant or a slave, and we always replied 
that he was a servant, 

Bachir told me one diay that M. Pint had said to him that Twas returning to Ader 
but that he would keep hin ia Paris, but Bachir replicd that he wanted to return 
with me: 

(Signed) SALEM REMI 
Wofone mes 
(Signo) P. 1, Pornisanit, Captain, 
Ist Class Mugistrate. 
Aden, Deven 


Inclosure 9 in No. 9. 
List of Property left by Salem Kemri in M. Piat's House. 


ONE box contatning— 
‘One Arabic dictionary. 


One Arabi 

Four volumes of the Bible in English, bound in calf, 
Several school-books. 

‘Title-doeds of his houses and tand in Zanzibar. 


1b 


ing letters, correspondence, &c. 
containing clothes. 
Deck chair, cups, saucers, plates, &c., bedding, and a little furniture. Also some 
clothes hanging on pegs in the r00 
1. in English sovereigns, 34 Napoleons, 200 fr. in two notes of 100 fr. each, 





No. 10, 


Sir A. Hardinge (o the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received April 3.) 


ii 48.) 
‘clegraphic,) P. i 
egraplic) | Tehran, April 2, 1908. 
eine iy telegram No. 47 of yesterday's date, I understand that the 
Russians Lave reopened negotiations, aud now offer 200,0001,, without political 
conditions, ov the Caspian Fisheries The Grand Vizier kicks at our 
r s respecting refmbursemont and further security, whic! ve, to 
essential, but raul her got 300,000, freon ee 
ttt regan to reimbursement, my idea would be to give a short term, say, three 
oe five vom sin which the ad is 10 be redeemable, but to pensilize reimbursement 
fore a sriven date, say, soven years, by requiring t easel retrospective 


Interest in such a ease," The Grant Vizier has informed tho ill off 
vst i . ‘as informed tho Russians that he will offer 
Fisheries to the Tmyperial Bank if they will aot aceopt: them, Ror this reason, 


swell stick to them as nominal We might later on s 
Ly a in later on sub: ute, 
wmuent with Russia, ax a concession to her, some ‘guarantee whiel ot 
oul i les obetionale sie cee CLs 
overumient will. probably require more money specially i 

n 1 ably require woney soon, espeeially if tho 

Grant upset by tle Court party; heneo, oven if lo eloses with the Rivesians, 
ought to hays rey et ad tit ler ; 
opposition to the Grand Visor ig still bitter and united, though he hin 
saved his pos! we i ‘ aT ee ee 
saved hs position for the prosent owving to the oxistonce of these offers, : 





No, 11. 


Sie. Harrdinge to the Mary iese af Leawdewie—(Recebied April 8.) 


% Tehran, Apri 
sent th Feleserics to:my folegram No. 18 of yesterday's ae Bleu 
‘ alioul ty at once 'o conclude x rengeniont on he i of the 
Mt : advatice 250,000, or 300,000), on the security of the 
: ¢ provision suggested by me against imniediate repayment, 
8 the southern evstoms as a subsidiary guarnnteo, neh 
is thee Yat ill always prefer, other things heing equal, to borrow from the 
avait us ae te “a us “A ne say ae er lie will not prefer the Russian 
, fi we Fis! *s alone as being les Ty we 
Ie aaa at ue ln bl loss dangerous, but he may he 
Here is no time to be lost, and T would request an ently roply. 


eee 
No.12, 

Sir A: Hordinge 0 the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received April 9.) 

(No. 26. Commercial) 
(elegraphic,) 

Toe yO PERSIAN Commercial Declaration, 

to the ratified Doct ic as tat the notes exelianged with him should be annoxed 

tussians, T have infor wes i apparently: considered of importance by the 

informed him, in reply, that, personally, I had no objection to his 


Tehran, April 8, 1908, 
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proposal, but that I thought it might be considered unusual by your Lordship. 
suggested, in the latter case, that there should be a separate ratified Protocol, declaring 
as an integral part of the Treaty the documents annexed to it. 

‘As soon as the P r that our ratifications are in hand, which I presume 
is now the ease, tliey will prepare theirs, 





No. 13, 
Minute by Sir L. Grifin,—(Receieed at Fureign Office, April 3.) 


‘A SPECIAL meeting of the Board of the fmperial Bank was held to consider the 
proposal of the Foreign Office, amd'to decide the terms on which the Bank eould act in 
the matter of an advance up to 590,001, by the Government. to the Persian Goyern- 
ment, the Liperial Bank being the intermediary, aut paying 4 per cent, interest to the 
British Treasury 

Present; Sir Lepel Gritfin, Chairman; SirThonias Gordon ; Sir George Mackenzie ; 
Mr. Williain Keswick, M-P.; aud Mr. Neviell, Manag 

‘Whe Board resolved that they could carry through the transaction for a commission 


of 1 per cent. per annum on the amount advanced. 
(Sizned) LEPEL GRIFFIN. 





No, 14. 


‘ireign Office lo India Office. 
(Seeret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 3, 1903. 
WITIL reference fo your letter of the 10th November, 1901, in regard to financial 
sistance to the Persian Goverment, Lane dire s nsdowne 
to state Mat, in view of the recent telegry 
Ministor at Peman on the si ¢ whieh copies Nave beon transmitted toy 
aif opin 1 opportunity has now occurred f4r ree 
sidérinig the question, of whielt advantage should be taken. 
s fvomn Sie A, Hardinge’s telograms that the success of any proposal 
tlie nintter to the Porsian Government depends on its be 
fed throush with promptitude and seevecy. 
Ti theso circumstances Lowl Lans towne desires to propose the following bases tor 
the consideration of tho Scevetary of State for Indi 
Government of uli) fo be prepared to lend a sum not exeoeding 500,000, 
ial Bank of Porsia at interest. 
y's Governme Tovernment of India to accept jo 
lity: for Ue principal aud interest of the loan, 
Tinperial Bank of Persia to make an advance of 200,0002, at once 
Tonite to the Persian Gov per ent, inferst, $0 18 to x06 
per annum for its own services iu the matter. 
co ti be informed that, #f he attaches serious importance to the 
spian Sow lishories asia scourity, His Majesty pment 2 
prepared to-authovize ay advance upon them provided that the Southern Customs be 
ailsd include tn the secuvity they woul peer haying esau to Russian 
susceptibilities as to thelr spl fluence in Northern Persia, that the eustoms of 
Southern Versia shoull he the only scearity. Kurther, that if the fisheries are 
included, it is essent nent should he of a kind which would enable 
‘the Bank hereafter t the fisheries, some guarantee less objectionable 
to Rusia, as i esto fi Sir A. Handinge’s telegram No. 45 of to-day, without 
Aiseredit to lis Majesty merit. 
frectual i vmainst the risks mentioned in Lord 
tule ge oF the 28th ultimo—namely, that tho 
ple from tl might be paid off, as they fel 
i ia more than ever unter Russian tinue 
h-Persian Bank is not 
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No. 13%, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Harding ¢. 


Foreign Office, April 3, 1908. 
vel SIAN loan. pore 


L have received your telegrams Nos. 17 and 48 of the Ist and 8rd_April. 

Bases upon which His Majesty's Government are propared to procecd are 
as follows :— 

1. A sum not exeveding 500,000/, and bearing 4 per cont. interest to be lent to 
the Lnperial Bank of Persia by the Government of India, 

2, Joint responsibility for payment of principal and intorest of the loan to be 
accepted by the British and Indian Governments, 

300,002, will be advanced at once to the Persian Government by the Imperial 
Rank as nominal lender bearing 4 per cent. interest, the Bank charging a comission 
of I per cent. for its services, 

4. You may insist on the Caspian Fisheries being included if you attach serious 
importance to them, but we should prefer to take only the Southern Customs as 
security, for the reasons mentioned in my telegram No, 33 of the 30th ultimo, 

‘Any arrangement, if the fisheries are included, must of necessity be of a kind to 
enable the Bank, hereafter and without discredit to us, to make such a concession 
‘as you have suggested. 

5. The risks mentioned in my telegram to you No, 30 of the 28th ultimo must 
de guanled against by taking effectual. precautions, the nature of which we are quite 
content to leave you to determine, 

6. The nature of the securities relating to the Southern Customs should be such 
as to enable the Bank to transfer them to our custody, and they should not be 
negotiable. 

‘The above ave the conditions on which you are authorized to proceed. 


f1617) 
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without any violation of the agreement between the British and Persian Governments 
that the Customs of these ports should not come under foreign control, Sir A. 
Hardinge to determine the nature of such precautions. : 

6. he securities relating to the Southern Customs need not be negotiable, but 
should be of a kind which the Bank could transfer to the custody of His Majesty's 
Sovernment. 


afurther sum up toa maximum of 
500,000. later, His Majesty's ¢ prepared to guarantee them against 
loss on the transaction to the extent of one-half of the amount involved. 
lam, &e. 
ned), CHARLES HARDINGE. 





No, 15, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
ir, F Office, April 8, 190: 

WITH reference to my letter of the 31st ultimo relative to the report of the 
tion of Turkish administrative posts at certain places on the El Katr coast of Arabia, I 
am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
Scerctary of State for India, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople on the subject.* 

Lord Hamilton will observe that Sir N. O’Conor considers it advisable that 
His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire should endeavour to keep himself fully informed 
of the movements of the officials who wer id to hi heen selected for these posts, 
and should give him early and direct information if there should be any indication of 
their intending to go to Bl Katy. 

Tam to suggest that instructions in the sense proposed should be sent to Colonel 
Kemball, 

Lam, & 
(Signed) 't. 1. SANDERSON, 





No. 16. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 4.) 


THE Unde ary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretary of State for Roreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the infornia ry of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 3rd instant, relative to the Persian Loan. 


India Office, April 3, 1903. 
ee 


Inclosure in No. 16. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


__, A sum not exceeding 500,001. shall he provided from Indian revenues, half the 
risk as regards both principal and interest being undertaken by the British ‘Treasury, 
Of this sum 300,007, will at once be placed at the disposal of the Foreign Office, wlio 


* See Part XII, No. 530. 
(1e17] 





Ss 


will be asked to superintend and to make themselves responsible for all further 
transactions connected with this money, with the object of enabling the Imperial 
k of Persia to finance the Persian Government at a low rate of interest. m 
For this advance the Persian Government is to make Southern Customs security, 
and to undertake not to repay the loan for a certain number of years, and in no 
umstanees to pledge the sime sceurity for a loan from any other institution or 
jovernment, 





No. 17, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 4.) 


Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Poreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram 


Indix Office, April 4, 1908, 


Tnelosure in No. 17. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, ‘ 
(Welegraphie) Be lprit 3, 1903, 
COLONEL MeMAHON, who was iu camp at Shahgul, telegraphed on 24th March 
as follows -— 


© Ay Huslinat-ul-Mulk’s removal would be a blow to our inte 
mmuicnd that, wales the matter is already settled, 
jones should be waived, and that, by the use of this am 

concessions, the Rorsian Government. should be induced to cancel their decision to 
remove HuslimateuleMulk from the € of Seistan.”” 

ith Miller ave stopped, we concur 
in this recommendati ior the present situation quite intolerable, all 
Colutiel MeMahon's letters. to n ditliovities being, as we know, taken to 
Millon, who ndvises ay to netion, 





No. 18. 
Sie N. O'touos to the Marpiess of Lansitinene.—(Received April b) 


(No. 65) pee me 
(Welegnaphie) 1 Constantinople, April 1, UN). 

TWN, CROW telegraphs wider yestortay’s date that the ‘urkish transport 
© Adana had just left Bussorah with One battilion of reerwits for Hassa, 





No, 19. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
No, Ue 
oe Foreign Office, April 4, 

T WAVE hia under consideration, in communication with the Secretary of State 
tor Talia vids Commissioners of the Admiralty, your despatch No. 15 of the 
6th Janumy last, regarding a request made by the Persian Government that the 

< Majesty's ships may be instructed not to take active measures 
pinoy within the territotial waters of Persia or to land armed forces on Persian 
il for the purpose. 

Lapprove the reply suggested by you. “ae — 

You should at the same time point out to the Persian Government the inconsis- 
toney of their present attitude in making this demand in view of the fact that in 
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with the object of suppressing the traffie in arms, they gaye permission for His. 
y's ships to search merchant vessels in Persian waters and to, confiscate any 

arms and ammunition intended for Persian ports which might be found on board, 
You should also remind them of the active assistance rendered to them in 1898, 
by the co-operation on land of British naval forees with Persian troops, for the pursuit 

nil punishment of the murderers of Mr. Graves. 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No, 20, 


A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received April 8.) 


Tehran, Apr 

LOAN, Rofore voce! wzeestion contained in your Lordship’s teleg 

No, 85 of the Bed instant, the Persian Government this moxning proposed an advance 

from the Imperial Bank of 200,000, repayable capital aud interest in twenty years, 

on the Caspian Fisheries, with the collateral security of the postal and telegraph 

revenues, [vis feared b Shahi that if he engages to us the southern customs it 

may be resented by the Russians, but the Grand Vizier will recommend it to. His 

explained that we attach importance to it 

fed that M, sign an Agreement with, the manager of the 

Ka (with the collateral seeurity of the posts and 
cli bring in 15,000/, s-yeax) for production to the Russians, and that 

the Grand Vizier anil myself might 

soutliern customs a further sub 

hy is M 

The 


om two otter cliuses 
Imperial Bank's destruction, Although they are 
Tox tic present {o modify these terms, they: will seq 
rupaiil in six months (whieh the Persian Government 
ino a Yon the cond 


for cat if neces 

on On r conditions, but in view of the Shah’s extrav 

ant at present to offer only that amount, 

should be glad if your Lordship could got instructions sent fo the Bank Manager 


Hore to. si agreement. ‘The nominal contract should be 
hetwoen the bank and the Per Jovernnient, thou rangement 
ube reconded ina written Agreement between me 





No. 21, 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received April 6.) 


Sir, India Office, Aprit 8, 1908, 

any letter of the 12th February last on the subject of Sir A. 

sil that the Imperial Bank of Persta should be encourazed to open a 

1 Seistan, Lam directed by Lont George Hamilton to inform you that, after 

sonsultation with the Governiuent of India, the matter has now been considered by 

the Scervtary of State for India in Council, w ice tothe question of thee 

subsidy requited by the Bank for opening the 

2. Lonl George Hamilton understanls that arrangements have been made by His 
jesty’s Government, to give cffot to the scheme for taking over and carry 
‘eroail concession of the Imperial Bank of Persia, which will have the & 





selioving Tndian revenues from the obligation to pay a moiety of the subsidy ef 2,001. 
qyeur for ten years, which, as stated in my Tetter of the 5th April, 1902, the Sceretary 
‘OFState in Couneil was prepared to guarantec, 
3, On the understanding that Indi ues are relieved from all liability on 
acon tiie Secretary of State in Council is prepared to provide, for a period of 
‘ch he lias been informed that the Imperial 
eistan, viz, jum sum of 
of any net profit actually 
lt year: 
ct that the Imperial Bank is a Pi 
gich will be in Persian te ie Scoretary 
Council is of oy sirable that the the establishm 
thio branch should be made 5 Government, ani not by 
the Government of Indi 
Hoeee eave flarailton will be glad tobe informed whether Lord Lansdowne 
will he prepared to make the necessary cements with the Tnperial Bank, on the 
PoE eer tat the subsidy required by the Bank will, 0 stated in paragraph 3 of 
this letter, bo stich a manner is may soem to Lont 
Lansdowue expoitiont, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE 





Inidia Ofive to Forelgn Office —(Received April 0.) 


Sin India Office, April 4, 1903. 
TAM dipveted by Lord George Hannilion ty a zo rocoipt of your letter 
of tho int Match, tuusmitting a copy of Sir N. 6 Tespateh. No. 185 of the 
SHUN ATs ft rewanl to the proposed establishinent of Turkish administrative postson 
the Bl nid at Odeid gn the Pirate coast. 
In that cli, Sit N. O'Conor depre' 
‘Parkialy sovercignty over the BLKate promontory, iv favour of dissuading 
the Porte from proceeding further with theie prop it Mudirs on the coast, 
fon the ground dat it would he highly impolitie to disturb the satis quo, 
ive eeniviine your lott 2st Mavel),in which Lord Lansilo for 
Tamilion’s observations on the shove despatebs (th t deen 
somewhat changed by. the recep N. O'Conwr’s (0 
No Meh respectively, affieming definitely that Mudirs woul not be sont to Zo 
Waka, of El OWleid. 
Ti Georee Hamilton, Fam to say, fully concurs in the general line adopted by 
His despatch, anid will be quite satisfied if the stacus quo can I 
ni {he sesurunoes contained dv the above telegrams, seers probable, 
Tine. difficult and delicate question of (Purkish sovereignty in the 
country south of Watity 
Hho position of Oiekl, howeves, is wot similar to that of the EL Kate towns. ts 
statot in mny levter of tho th February last, ‘neither the existence of a separate and 
Fhepeudent ” (ie. of Abu Thabi) *ehiefsbip at Ode, noe its subordination to Bl Kathy 
Tae ver been recognized by the Government of Tidia;” mor dees Lord George 
Nilerstand that ihe Goyerument of India contemplate its absorption by 
“Mani, though it is true that the latter in November 18 «d permission 
. he Chief of Abu 'Thabi is one of the trucial Chiefs of the coast, our 
special engagements with whom were, at the request of the Turkish Ambassador, 
seat niente to the Dorte in 1893. (See Sir P. Currie’ letter of the 231 March, and 
Sit A, Godley’s twply of the 25th Mareh, 1893.) 


‘siwig of the question. of 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 
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No. 23. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received cIprit 6.) 


roe Iniia Office, April 4, 19 
TAM directed hy Lord George Hamilton, to forward, eee Piomation ot 


Lord Lansdowne, copies of telegrams to and i 
rl Lansdowne, copies of telegrams to anil from the Resident ab Ade 
period during. which it will be necessary to nda HA tagcat ships sHornioos 
ana Tntrepi at Aden in conection with the delinitai 
George Hamilton coneurs in the view expressed by the. Resi 
“ait Genre : pressed by. the Resident tha 
oul be inexpetient to recall th ships until the work of RacaaaR AHE o 
6 Pe ea raeTebeu stiicuicroentae' ta talforaters uncaseontilinGy tei heres 
through without further obstruction, A Sriiawal of the shige 
rough without struction, A promature withdrawal of the ships, in his 
Tondahip's opinion, may not improbably result. in enevuraging notionon tive part ot 


the Turkish authorities whieh wil ay eee 
tho’ horities which will make it necessary again to dispatch the vessels to 


esty’s ships “ F 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 23, 


Lord G. Hanilton to Government of India. 
'Y are asking when Elis Majesty's shij SEA era 
lis Majesty’s ships “ Hermione” and. “Ine 
teil willbe ale rela he Mata Pint atonyorn nae cali 
) ; rn ry to retain the ships at Adon? Pi : 
canmot spare them yet prone Leen ea Cea 
san spare than yet, but they ought not tobe rain longer thant ' 
(Repeated to Aden.) 


Inclosure 2 in No, 23. 


, Resident, Aden, to Government of India, 


De anen tary Adlon, April 2, 1903, 


telogram of the BIst March. Until Comm ave 

eonsirablo extent of Amiti border, and there ne 

ion of Turkish Goverment to proceed with whole demar: 

ne to urge that His Majesty's 

niturn of the ships referred to, net 

ome weeks to say when the ships ean be 
lelinilation is only now about {9 be commenced. 
eerotney Bombay, und Constantinople.) 


nt should not ¢¢ 
will be possible for 





No. 24, 


India Office ta Foreign Office —(Received April 6.) 


WIPH roference to Si 
of Stato for India presents hi 
Forcigh 


i 


India Office, April 6, 1908, 


frev7) 





Inclosure in No. 24. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Telegraphic) P. April 5, 1908. 
YOUR telegram of 8ist March. 
We agree with General Maitland (see his telegram of 2nd April) regarding 
proposal to withdraw the Mediterranean ships from Aden, 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received April 6.) 


THE Unde f » for India Mh s his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State cetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the informati f the ry of State, copy of a telegram: 
from the Viceroy, dated the Sth instant, relative to the Persian loan, 


Indiv Office, April 6, 1903, 


DS 
Inelosure in No. 25. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


April 5, 1908. 
Sir A. Hardinge of the 3rd April, With the advance of so, large 
4 sun hpon security juthern Customs, I think that guarantee expressly adinitting 
action. to be taken i fault should be insisted upon, 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 





No. 
Sin Ne O'Conor to the Marquess of Lunsdowne,—(Received April 6.) 


Pp Constantinople, April 6, 1908, 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's Consul-General at Beirut — 
Toopehip *Niaod Khuda” toft here night of the tth April for Hodeidah with 
1,600 reornits on board. 





No. 


The Marquess of Lansdowar to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 65.) 
(Pelegraphie.) PB. Foreign Office, April 6, 1903. 
THAYVE received your telegram No. 6) of to-day relative to the Aden (deli 
mitation. 
Your Excelleney should make a communivation to the Turkish Government, 
ruminding thon of the warning already given by His Majesty’s Government that they 
Cannot allow Turkish reinforcements to he sent to the neighbourhood of the disputed 
territory until a satisfactory settlement of the frontier question is arrived at, and 
you should at the same time express our earnest hope that we shall not, by. the action 
yrthe Turkish Government, be placed in the disigreeable necessity of sending a naval 
force to Itodeida with orders to prevent the disembarkation of the reeruits who are now 
Deing sent to that port. 








No, 28°. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 87) 
(Welewraph eee 
N, 9) a nee to rs R =5 4 
AANA Nforence to you telegram No. 51 of the Ath instant, itis essential that the 
customs of Southern Persia should be part of the seeurty for any advance by us. 
es tis Majesty's Government have no objeetion to your dealing with this part of the 
Jang by menis of weonfdential ant separate agreement coe drawn up between the 
Grand Virier and sourself, provided tat its form is such as to he absolutely binding 
on the Persian Government, and that if full the 6 naa Least on by us from 
+ beginning, as set fortis in my telegram No, 30 of the 2th March. fed 
ne Deane Heer ee ARTA Te ger of the Imperial Bank of Persia, in 
London, te instruct eit Manager in Teliran to sign, as soon as you have come to an 
agecement with the Persian Government. 


Foreign Office, April 6, 1903. 
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No. 28. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 36, 
Ege) P. Foreign Office, April 6, 1903. 
THE following telegram has been received at the Inia Office from the Viceroy, 
dated the dnl April, relative to the Perso-A han Rroutier Arbitration 
“Colonel MeMahon, who was in camp at Shabgul, telegrphed on the 24th March 
as follows:-— 
“As Hashmat-ul-Mulk’s removal would be a blow to our interests, and a gain to 
, L would recommend that, unless the matter is already: settled, objection. to 
Persian Commissioners should be waived, and that, by the use of this and other Con- 
the Persian Government should he induced t0 cancel their deeision to remove 
t-ul-Mulk from the Governorship of Seistan 
rovided Ya izarn's communications with Miller are stoy 
this recommendation, ax we consider the prese | 


5 letters to the Persian authorities b 


pped, we eonem in 
ituation quite intolerable, all Colonel 
ig, as we know, taken to Miller, who 


‘There seems nio objection to your acting on the lines suggested by the Viceroy. 





29, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 7.) 
THE Unde 
Seerctary 


horewith, 
Ade 


State for Tudin presents his compliments to the Under: 
nd, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
'y of State, copy of a letter from the Resident, 

ed the Sth March, andl inelosures, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


Initin Offce, Aprit 6, 1903, 


Inclosure in No, 29, 


Resident, Aden, to Indin Office, 


(Confidential) alien Residency, March 8, 1903, 
COPY of Colonel Wahib's Secret letter, dated Camp Dthala, the 6th March, 


1508, forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political and Secret Depurtme 
in Office, London. It envers the political di 


Febriary, 1908, to the 5th March, 1908, inclusive, 

‘The instructions referred to as having been revived on the 18th February are 
‘ypareutly those at the end of Secretary of State's telegram of the 17th, Sce Colonel 
Wahab’s “telegram of the 18th February, transinitted in Resident's telegram of the 


Veith February. 
(Signed) P. J. MALNLAND, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden. 
Note.—Copies of the diary have been forwarded to the Gov 


Department, and the Government. of Bombay; 
sador, Constantinople, 


yy of the Commission from the 11th 


ernment of Ludia, Foveign 
also to His Britannic Majesty's Ambas- 


Diary, 
(February 11 to Mareh 5, 1908, inclusive.) 


February 11.—Twelve members of the family 
the Commission with letters from Sheikh Ali Mol 
intentions with regard to their country. 


of Sultan Kahtan of Mahjaba visited 
hsin Askar. Reassured them as to our 
Wrote to Sheikh Ali Mohsin Askar to deter hin 





iat he had better concentrate his 


efforts on inducing Sultan Kabtan to enter ons of permanent nature. 
February 12.—It is reported that 500 ‘arriv ee 
Ternary 13.—Sheikhs Muthanna, Kabtan, im Said, of the Sakladi (Shaibi) 
Ce ission. e P . 
Hae ea Abdaltal-bin-Satch of Sudan, and Sheikly Ali Mubaminad-bin-Ali Satd of 
Abit, Voth from the country near Rada, came, but were told that. thelr countsy is (00 
end unknown to us at present for us to enter into relations with thems 
oi a ete Abd ar Hab eame with letters from the Dthabiaui Sheikhs of the Yafs. 
Taimiayy. 14-=The detachwent Royal Dublin Fusiliers returaed to Dthala from 
Nobat Dakin, . 
Mr. Fitzmaurice visited t 
ea rary 10e—-The Air returned hviog arranged with the Kota: Shelkhs for the 


from sending more 


Jie ‘Turkist Commissioners, who denied having received any 


protection of the telegraph line. * 
uM oc Calg nthe afternoon to inform us that they had 


cad orde Me hisinise all Arab levies, ifthere were any, in the four polnts evacuated 5 
rnd tania ee alan pe 
the time of the formation of the Commission; (3) to recognize the a He st ‘at a 
aati tke ning Cantons. (4) to take measures necessary to assure delimitation north 
eastwards from Lakinat ash Shub towards the desert, and so that the British se ee 
eee iree be eqosed to any molestation ; (8) to. leave for deeision between the two 
Goveinnaente points on whic the Commissioners on both sides cannot agtes, 

Tebtainy Helv is reported that, thouyh the Turks. are reintoreing from the north, 

To deuude Taiz for fear of a British advance from Musemir, 
the Ans cant, bringing with biny Seid: Fadthlal-Alaw, 9 an of influence am 
he Radfan tribesmen, who was. prepared to answer for their good behaviour. ee 
ue " a riit-eolawel Tralin q fi again came over to say that they vax ee eo 
additional inctructions that the Shaibi are to be recognized as part of the Vata. Agree 
ve the Commission shall take place at Jalela on the 18th instant. 
ry from the Chief of the AhL Geuemi near Rada came to 
make advances. i ae A 
ria evaiey 18,—Bleventh nesting of the Joint Cont K nlace at Jae 
Dicussed tle carrying out of the instinetions: recently received by the case 3 
signers, On yoturning to camp received a telegram ordering a veriticat nite bg male of 
the evan by nla wes i orks elo of the four pins bat hel Jeb 
afari, Lakinat sis Sablah, and Jabs Shabnd 3 
aa a ea ATgjor Tor went tek to Jalela Co tell the 
on these order orrow to eatey out. the ver 
egardds Jilial wud Mularis also to sk thet to send wort to their nominecs t 
to oppose: the testitution of He afatite quo of 1401 Ne 
Frau WerSurched at 6 ast sith Lad rank aud file Royal Dubli 
and 2 ute Auhotubad Mountain Battery, to Uatal of the Matar 
and canyped at the vill a Sate “ 
winaniced Shoikh's Mutiab-bin 
‘Amir ot Dehaln joined tne, Heard that Nekib Ghat of MM | gone to Tale 
Slicikhy Saleh Hhisen-az-Zendani, of Hilal, to abu. Lieu! ‘olouel Wbruhim ct 
aeerey ste: Ritznmaurice in ean at DUaly, und protested agaiost the employment of th 
a TaNe detailed force tor the purpose af verification. Later in the day: | receive et 
fran Colouel Mustaphia Ronn, also qwotesting, aud dumanding that the force should be 


lean at one 


Dcsheikh Alibine Mi Nagi-az-Zandani and other Abils of Jabal Jibaf 

‘akib, Ghalib returned to Jabal Mafari, and id 
ancbin-tlasan of the Huredi visit 

visited Mr, Fitzmaurice to protest against 


eee ebrncy 21.—Marched with 100 men aid two guns to Sarir, the principal villas 
hat; the Amir accompanied we. Halted for sone hours while a party visited the 
Ainiite All was quiet, hut Sheikh Sach Zeudani had not retried. | Said) Mubamnsnd 
‘Tale bvowalit in Nakib’ Ghalib from Jabal Mafari, Returned to Sueda in the evening- 
‘kh Ad Daghar of Jabal Hesha eame in to th if, saying that his country is 
Tiveatened by Mutamaad Nasit Mukbil. Sultan Kabtan of Mahjaba (Yafa) wrot 
making advances. 


Tabruany 21 (sie]--Marched with 50 men for Jabal Mafari, sending the remainder 


25 


of the force to Dthala. Ascended Jabal Mafara, under the guidance of Nakib Ghalib, 
‘The Amir, with some following, came up later. Spent some hours on the summit, and 
then marched back to Dthala. 

February 23—Received a letter from Sheikh Saleh Zendani, who has returned to 
Saria. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ibrahim Seifi visited the Commission to ask when we shall be 
ready to move to Lakmat-ash-Shub, 

Received warning of a possible attack on the Commission camp by @ party of Arabs 
under the leadership of Seid Ahmad Mohsin of Lakmat-as-Sallah 

Zakarya Effendi has returned from Nadira with forty mounted men, and is said to 
have had astormy interview with Colonel Mustapha Ramzi, on account of his acquiescence 
in onr visit to Jihaf and Mafar 

February 24.—Seid Abmad Mohsin is said to have fled from Lakmat-as-Sallah to the 
forth, and tobe trying to ease the AU Halk, AU Yai, Abt Mares, anothers agaist the 

ritish. 

February 25.—Deputed Sheikh Hosen Saleh to meet Saleh Zandani and Nakib 
Ghalily at Mojaran in the Azraki countey ; they expressed confidence in us, but are very 
stispicious of the Amir’s intentions towards them. 

Sheikh Wasud of Subah came and offered to bring Sheikh Jabari Nasir from east of 
Rada to visit us, 

Wrote and informed the Turkish Commissioners that I intend proceeding to Lakuat- 
as-Salah to-morrow to verify the re-stablishment there of the status quo, 

February 26-—Marched with 180 Hampshire Regiment, 70 2nd Bo, Grenadiers, and 
twoguns Abbotabad Mountain Battery to Lakmat-as-Sallah, 50 of the Amir’s men preceded 
us and the Amir himself accompanied the column, Reinstated Said Ahmad and the 
other refugees in Lakmat-as-Sallah, Seid Akmad Mohsin and his followers having tled, 
Visited Lrkinat-ash-Shub with small part 

‘The remainder of the Royal Dublin. Fusiliers, 250 rank and file, arrived at Dthala, 

February 27—Marched back to Dthala, Wrote to the Turkish Commissioners 
informing them that the verification had been satisfactorily accomplished, 

Interviewed five Sheikhs of the Mawsatta, 

February 28.—wo companies 23rd Bombay Rifles and two guns No. 6 Mountain 
Battery arrived 
so Kalazeh 1—Reported that 140 Turkish troops with baggage, have marched from Jala 
10 Kataba, 

Interviewed Nakib Sulan-bin-Hadi-ush-Shaif, of the Dthu Husen of Jabal Bard, 
norti of Juuf and Sheikh Bagash, of the Dthu Muhammad. ‘They say that the truce 
otween the Turks and the Imam made by Lbn=it-Huda has expired, and that hostilities 
have recommenced, 

March 2—Mr. Fitunaurice and Major ‘Tod visited Lietenant-Colonel Ibrah 
Seifi at Jelala, and spoke about the desirability of settling the Amiri, border before 
vee move, and other matters Colonel Mustaphs Romzi had gone to Kataba for the 
day. 

A Sepoy of the 2nd Bombay Grenadiers shot by an Arab at Ae Radu's, ‘The 

inder of No. § Mountain Battery and a double company 23rd Bombay Rifles arrived, 

report that five shots were fired at the head of their column when approuching Al 

Hajar in Alawi country on Saturday: mori 

—Mr. Fitzmaurice and Major Tod, with a sinall party, and accompanied by 

Visited the Shairi country sid Al Husen, where w large bazaar was taking 

On the party wishing to go w short way inthe direction of the Mutluiai Yate 

village of Kalla, they were stopped by a demonstration on the part of the Khalla Sheikhs 

nao, wlg were at the bazaar, ‘They then, visita the Northern wie villages 
mat~as-Shut Khobar, Xe, ant y iri vi 

as w returned by the Shairi villages of Jalus aud 


‘Sub-Surveyor Lal Singh retarned from work A ¥ ing eX 
‘some of the Halmin of Bera ; MRE nae DAV SteeS Cel ONY 


Aural —The remaining wing of the 23rd Bombay Rifles arvived, Interviewed the 
March 5.—Lieutenant-Colovel Ibrahim Seiti came sayin; i 

s that their Government ha 

asked shy they dil not proceed with the more agieod Oc. Repted tat we heal tal Welk 

ea ke mae by the Porte in saying that * Jalola remains, as heretofote, Ottoman 

Sheikh Saleh Muthaina, of the Shairi, reports that Muhainmad Nasir Mukbil hus 


Soi ates of houses on Jabal Hesha, and bad called \ipon Sheikh Nugi A‘dallah 
ory i 





i Sheikh Nagi has refused, and has 
Dakkam to give up the refugees to his country. i 
ae the Shairi Sheil ye to buy him ammunition the Dthala market. 


(Secret.) Camp Dthala, March 6, 1903. 
ret, i 
Forsanded tothe Resident at Ades si aura Srcsiaay 





No. 0, 
India Office to Foreign Osfice.—(Received April 7.) 


i is compliments to the Under- 
‘TIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliment f 
secre eee Soe Revetgn Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Halton, 
foowards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegs 
to the Viceroy, dated tho Ath April, relative to the Persian loan. 


India Offices April 7, 1908. 
——————— 


Inclosure in No. 30. 
Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 


i April 4 1908. 
Cra olee Yosterday Sir A. Hardinge was instructed as follows, 
in rep wrams Nos, 47 and 48 relating to the loan to Persia 
Hye are prepared to proceed on the following bases, in accord 
Sc sroby authorized to proceed : i Me. 
sae re aenecCioveramont of kndin is prepared to lend to the Tmperial Bank of Persiy 
a OF COI sum not exceedit 10,0001, F os : 
eee ie cRashansibility for the principal and interest of tis Youn will be accepted 
jointly by the British and Indian Governments, e . 
ny ah Te Rank, x nominal Tender, will at onee advaneo to the Persian 
Government 800,000/. at 4 per cent., charging as their own commission 2 
Beeson eit you attach serious importance to this, include Sirens fairies, 
Dut we should prefer, for reasons given in Foreign Office eee Ropes 
Sonitiern Customs should be the sole security, LF you iuclue fisheries, i is esse 
that you should aeranze in such a manner that the Bank will be able ; 
iseredit to us, to make stich a concession as you have sug , ps 
ae Ayame content that nature of preeautfons to guar agin rise, mentioned 
aloiain No, 20, should be determined by you, but they mus! . 
cea ny viet ‘Southorn Customs should be such as could be transferred 


to our custody by the Bank, but they need not be negotiable 


lance with which 





No. 1. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—( Received April 7.) 


‘VILE Under Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Soeretary of State for Horch ‘Affairs, Gp us pee iets Sere a 
onwards Kerewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stat Wy 
forwarS Vicenoy, dated the Sth instant, relative to the Seistan arbitration. 


India Offices April 7, 1903. 


eS 


Inclosure in No. 31. 


Gorernment of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 
(Telegraphie.) P. April 6, 1908. 
PERSO-AFGHAN frontier. 
Colonel MeMahon is in camp at Takht-i-Shah, and is inspecting disputed tract in 
company with the Afghan and Persian Commissioners. 
He telegraphed on the 29th March that. his relations with the two Persian Com- 


missioners are now yery cordial, and likely to remain so unless disturbed by intervention 
of Miller's influence. 


(Repeated to Tehran.) 





No. 32. 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


(Very Confidential.) 
Sir, 


ues derived from the Caspian 
estimated at 19,0004 per annum) 
as collateral y; the advance to be repayable in twenty years, 

Sir A. Hardinge has heen informed that Iis Majesty’s Government cannot give 
their assistance towards stich a transaction unless the customs of the Southern ports 
are incluuled in the seeurity for tho advance, and he has suggested that he might sign 
a separate and Secret Agro to that effect. 

T am to inform you that, in the event of a satisfuetory arrangement being arrived 

e sim of 200,001, will be paid to the Imperial Bank of Persia by: the Secretary 
for Inilia for the purpose of being adyaneed to the Persian Goyerument, the 
the nominal lender, and charging the Persian Government interest at the 

. perannum, of which 4 per cent. will be remitted to the Secretary 
for India, the remaining 1 per cent. being retained by the Bank as a com 

11 for its services in the matter, Any sums received in payment. of the enpital 
will be paid over at once to tle Sceretary of State for India without 


1 be made part of the arrangemont that the securities for the advance given 
by the Persi miment shall he in a form capable of transfer to, and allowed of 
hy, His Majesty's Government, and shall he deposited with them if ‘they so desire, 
Wis not intended that they should in any ease be nes 
tions are acceptable to the Board of Directors, Tam to request that 
he Manager of the Bank at ‘Tehran may at once he instructed by telegraph to. place 
himself With Sir A. Hardinge for the purpose of arranging the 
ails of the transetion, and may be authorized to sign the Agreoment with, the 
«rian Government, on behalf of the Imperial Bank, as soon as its terms ave 
seitled, 
Tam, &o, 
(Signed) ‘T. I. SANDERSON, 
(se 


93, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Maryuess of Lansdowne—(Received April 7.) 


(No. 70.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Constantinople, April 7, 10 
ie) Pe inople, +1908, 
Aid SCARCELY think that we should be justified, under th: lrohmelanaiy i 
Shing the Vorte to turn back the 1,604) men referred to in your Lodship's telegrar 


No, 6S of the Gth instant, They are me inary its: gol i 
stant, fare mercly ordinary recruits going to Hodeid 
Teplice men whose time of service has expire : Be een 





ioi7] 





No. 84. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lanstowne.—(Received April 7.) 


(No, 52.) 


(Telegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, April 7, 1903. 


FOAN. Your Lordship’s telegram No, 37 of to-day’s date. i 

Wey, 1 tak, ome to an agreement to-day, but the Russians have got wind 

of the proposal, and may npset it at the last moment. T would, therefore, ask that, 

fn order to save time and prevent Russian interference, the Bank Manager here 
sive tolegraphic authority to sign, as soon as he hears from me that it 





No. 35. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 89.) 
(Tolezrphio) 
Bo A Laan, = 
With reference to the request made ly you in your telegram No, i of the 
April, that the Manager of the Imperial Bank should reecive instructions for 
ning the Agreement in the namo of the Bank, the following telegram was sent to 
n this afternoon + em 
ite and Confidential, lease put yourself in communication with s 
and should he come to an armuigement with the Persian Government 
fneing them 200,002, with interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum, we 
muithorize you to Jond the name of the Laperial Bank of Persia to the transaction. 
Arranyemont has been made here as to terms 


Foreign Office, April 7, 1903. 





No. 86. 
Imperial Bank af Persia to Woreign Office—(Received April 7.) 


25, Abehurch Lane, London, April 7, 1903. 
"TL TTAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of to-day's date, 
addrossad to the Chairman of the Bank, and am directed to send you here 
translation of a telegram which has been sent to the Chief San; 
‘Vehran, which I trust will meet your requirements. 
T have, ke. 
(Signed) G, NEWELL, 
Manager. 


Inclosure in No. 36. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to the Chief Manuger of the Bank at Tehran. 


Private a Ponfidential,’ 
(racerate) ce ine, London, April 7, 1903. 
PLAGE yourself in communication with British Minister, and, in the event of 
ing. advance Persian Goverament. 200,001, 5 per cent. per annum. You 
fare authorized end Bank's name to transaction, 
Morms arranged here, 





No. 37. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received lpril 8.) 


‘NIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his complinients to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Atfairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
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forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter 
from the Resident, Aden, of the 25th March, and inclosures, relative to the Aden 
delimitation. 


India Office, April 7, 1903, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 87. 


Resident, Aden, to India Office. 


(Confidential) Aden Residency, March 25, 1903, 
COPY of Colonel Wahab’s No, 244, Secret, dated Camp Dthala, 22nd Mareh, 1908, 
to the Government of India, Foreign Department, forwarded, with compliments, to the 
Secretary, Political and Secret Department, India Ottice, London, 
(For Poltieal Resident, Aden), 
(Signed) J. 8, ABHBY, Lieutenan(-Colonel 


Note—A copy of this despatch as been forwarded to the Government of Bombay, 
Political Department. 

Note.—he originals and facsimiles referred to by Colonel Wahab not received, only 
translations of letters of Seid Ahmad Mohsin and Sheikh Musaed Yahia Said Mahraz, 
He has been asked to forward them, 


Tuclosure 2 in No, 37, 
Colonel Wahu to Government of India, 


Camp Dthala, March 22, 1903, 

the honour to transmit herewith originals and facsimiles of infammatory 

appealing to- Islamic fanaticism from Zacharia Bey, Turkish Commissioner and 

Acting Kaimakam of Kataba to the Yafa tribes, from Said Ahmad Mohsin, the Turkish 

nominee at Lakmat-as-Salleh, and from Sheikh Musued Yahia Said Mabraz, ‘The latter 

shows from the native point of view the nature and effect of these appeals, The 

notorious Muliammad Nasir Mukbil of Mavia has sent several contributions to this 

ws campaign adresse to the heads of Yafa, and T am endeavouring to get the 
iginnls. 

‘The photographic reproductions and facsimiles are intended for His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople to be shown to the ‘Turkish Government, should his 
Excellency deem it expedient, 

About two montis ago the Yafu tribes were very friendly, and either visiting or 

owmunicating with this Commission, with a view to the arranuing about the delimita- 
tion north-east, when suddenly they seemed to waver in their friendly attitude, and on 

L was informed that this change was the outcome of Turkish appeals, mainly that 
cheria Bey and other Turkish agents, 
he result has heen to stir up the religious fanaticism of these tribes on the 
Horth-enst to such an extent as to cousiderably increase the risks and even the 
practicability of this Commission entering their country to demarente towards the 
north-east, 

__ The unsettled mature of things in Amiri territory has contributed very materially to 
this unfortunate result, but [ have no doubt that the evacuation of Jalela and the 
satisfactory settlement of the Amiri boundary, both now apparently within measurable 

listance, will help very materially to allay’ this excitement among the Yafa, the 
more especially as the Amir himself, when reinstated in his territory, and assured 
of the value of our protection, will be a powerful and willing instrument in smoothing 
the difficulties of the Commission when delimiting towards the orth-east. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) R. A. WAHAB, Colonel, 


Camp Dthala, March 22, 1908, 
Copy forwarded to the Political Secretary, India Of 


(Signed) R. A, WAHAB, Colonel, 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 37. 


Letter from Seid Ahmad Mohsin Abd-ad-Daim, late of Lakmat-as-Sallah by Turkish 
Aominntion, to Sheikk Suleh Zendani, Nakib Ghalib, and the people of Jihaf, inciting 
them to Jihad against the British. 


(Pranslation.) 

IN the name of God the Merciful, the Great, Worker of Miracles, Creator of the 
world, ani Maker of mankind, and the Holy Ruler. Blessing and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, son of Adanan.. ‘This poor letter is sent by the poor slave, the humble 
servant of God, Ahmad-ibn-Molisin Abd-ad-Daim, to the honourable Sheikhs and great 

heilch Saleh Husen-az-Zendani, and Nakib Ghalib-bin-Abmad, and all your 
rmthe Akils of Jihaf; may God protect you. Amen, 
rectings to you the mercy and blessing of God be upon you, We inform you that 
wurninie has come to vs from (the Turkish) Government that their Government has faded 
and their days have passed. 

You know that the Franks have come out after them. and stretehed out their 
hands, and their guns, and their soldiers, and their intention is to alter the faith 
if Islam, Tn short, prepare for Jiliad auainst the wicked infidels. We will attack them 
one night, for we have written to all the tribes, Yafa, Shaibi, Mares, Andi, and to Yemen, 
We await the answers of all. 

We will keep one another informed. ‘The attack upon the accursed will take 
place one night, Conrage! Courage! 0, people of Islam, and ye who carry the Koran ! 
Be prepared, ‘This is what we have to write to you. Greetings to you, and the mercy 
‘and blessing of God upon you. 

Kuda, 1820 (15th Rebruary, 1903). 
Jing of God upon our master Mulammad, 


SE 
Tnelosure 4 in No. 37. 


‘Translution of Letter from Musaad Yahia Said Muhras, 


To our nuble friends Sheikh Saleh Zendani and Nakib Ghalib, 
God save you! Amen. 


PRAISE be to. God alone who knows the secrets of his ereatures, God who has no 
sor, and the hlessiny of God on the Prophet who has no one after him, Muhammad 

‘of lis people, May this letter be delivered to my heart's blood, and the seat of my 
soul in my body, pupil of my eye, and the joy of my mind, the father and master Amir 
Shinif Sef, may’ He preserve and cvalt you and protect you from all evil, and may God 
Tike paradise your abode, and hellfire that of your enemies, and may God return us 
aivl you among the saved, and be with us and you in all circumstances a helper for the 
fuke'ot the Propliet the true and faithful, and after this, the reason forwriting this letter 
to you, O father, you are of the house of our fathers, our Chiefs, and we your tribesmen, 
Goll said obey God, wy the Prophet and those who are set over you, We are 
tine for you, in abedicnee and foithtuness, God decreed that the Franks, the 

vermment are stopping in your country. 

Tr lias heen revealed to tis concerning our Seidl Ahmad (Akmad Moshin, i, Turkish 

‘oe, of Eakinat Sallah) that he his sent letters to the Sultans of the Yafa, and has 
Guoted many of the sayings of the Prophet to them, to the effect that as long as the 
Tranks remain rain will not fall nor seareity cease, nor will there be the true religion, 
nal that the Tutks and Moslems shonld join hands against the infidels, 

‘Aftor receiving thut letter all the Akils of Yafa met \! agreed and undertook to 
intrigue und send a letter to the Halmin and Aju for assistance and to hold the roads 
AU Tom, Habit and Harjat Halmin and da’di (Aj'ud), ‘There is no other road except 
ihe Shaib, and no one will withdraw from givin The reason of this is to 
quution you, for they do not make re siulden attacks: For you do 
Tint cease to freuuent the eamp, and most of the people are hostile to you, but the ill- 
feelinye of the people is because of your relations (with the British), |The reason of this 
isa word of varning to you, Bear with me if L have spoken too much, 1 want nothing 
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from you in the way of asking for anything, except honesty and faithfulness, and the 
wawes of the messenger, 1 dollar. You are right in all things. And if you will please 
fell us what is in your mind, If you want to do anything we will do it. May God 
lengthen your life. In conclusion salaam. 

: . : ° . . 


P.S.—Let it be known to you that my brother went up to the Yafu and brought me 
news that they are plotting against the (British) camp at night time, and your judgment 
is sufficient. 

Send to the Halmin and the Al Aj'ud and tell them that you are their father. 

If you please the Halmin and the Al Aj'ud they will interpose between you and an 
attack (free translation of very idiomatic sentence). 

Now whioever passes here or unites against me [am free from responsibility. 

{ pray you my father for a reply by the messenger Husen Thabet, 





No. 38, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office. (Received prit 8.) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, April 7, 1908, 
WITH reference to Admiralty letter of the 280d Febraary, and to your reply of 
ative to the proposal that His Majesty's ship “ Harrier” should 


ie 25th Febrn 
proce to Todeids tg attend the rates, [ im commanded by my Lords 
H rs of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of 

fi Affairs, copy. of a telegram, dated the Sth instant, from ‘the 
c hief on the Mediterranean Station, renewing his tormer suggestion. 
Thole Lanlships will be glad to be informed whether Lord Lansdowne has any objection 
to the propos 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosnre in No, 3 
Admiral Sir C, Domvile to Admiralty, 


(Tetographi Malta, April 5, 

r , Malta, April B, 1903. 
MAY 1 to Hodeida to arrange trial “of pirates and dispose of three 
captured dhows now at Komaron Bay, os Turkish authorities are urging settlement of 


ease, and it is undesirable to keep Harrier” in those waters longer than neeessiry, 0s 
hot season is approaching t 
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Re Sir A. Hordinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne. ~(Received April 8,) 
felogeaphie.) By Tehran, Aprit 8, 1904 

LOAN. hie Persian Government are angious to sign early to-mortor, ni tho 

id Vizier has ved the Russians, in reply to thelr remonstrances, that the 

nit is already concluded, They have agreed to assiyn, us n subsidiary security, 
revenues of the Southern customs in addition to those of the posts and telegraphs 


No. 40. 


Sir. Hardinge to the Marquess of Laasdowne.—(Received April 8.) 


Tehran, April 8, 1908, 
it took place to-day, 
ll to-morrow telurraph its text. 








No. 42, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 8, 1908. 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge receipt of your 
otter of the 4th instant, transmitting copies of telegrams to and from the Kesidlent at 
‘Aden as to the period during which it will be necessary to retain His Majesty's ships 
i Hlermione” and Intrepid” at Aden in connection with the delimitation, and 
convering Lord George Hamilton's concurrence in the view that their premature 
withdiawal would be inexpedient. 

n to inform you, in reply, that copies of the above-mentioned telegrams have 
Fieen communicated to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) |, I. SANDERSON. 





No. 43. 
‘The Imperial Bunk of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received April 9.) 


Abchureh Lane, Landon, April 9, 1908. 
I roforenee to my letter of thaggiir instant, I have the honour 
that « telegram has been od fronM@@® Chief Manager of the Ban 
intimating that an Agreement has been signed by the Bank. 
Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, Monager. 





No, 44. 


Sir A. Hardinge lo the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Recetved April 9.) 
(No, 68), 
(elegraphie)  P. Tehran, April 9, 1903. 

WITIL yoference to my preceding telegram, I now telegraplia translation of the 
material parts of the Loan Agreoment which was signed yesterday by the Manager of 
the dmperial Bank and by the Shah, Grand Vizier, and M. Naus on the part of 
Persia i— 

“The hnperial Bank of Persia makes an advance of 200,000/. to the Persian 

5 per cent. per annum. 

) Govermuent eniages itsel to repay the said advance, eapital and 

interest, in twenty years, out of the proceeds of the royalties on the Caspian Fisheries. 

hould the Caspian Fisheries revenues be iusufficient to secure the regular 

repayment of the advanee, it is agreed that the Persian Government engages itself to 

pay the amounts requisite for that purpose out of the rovenues of the posts and 

telegraphs, and out of the revenues of the Customs of Fars and of the Persian Gulf, 
should the former be insufficient.” 

Ti is the opinion of the Bank Manager here, that the absence of any clause 
allowing anticipations such as exists in the 1893 English, aud in the two Russian Loan 
Contracts, and the stipulation as to twenty years, is sufficient practical safeguard 
aguinst earlier repaynient. Lt will, however, probably not be difficult to supplement 
it by a confidential agreement by which the repayments will be transformed into « 
torminablo annuity, of which the intorest and sinking fund would amount to a little 
ess than 8} per annum, ‘The public agreement could not haye been so 
drawn for obs sons, anil in view of the pressure under which it had to be 
concluded T hope your Lordship will condone any technical defects in it. ‘The 
Russian Legation would have stopped it had it not been carried through on the 
Stl instant (and we were only just in time), and the Lnperial Bank would have been 
threatened by a very great danger, in the form of Russian control over the Mint. 

‘Tt was considered best to insert the Caspian Fisheries, in view of the fact that they 
had formed the basis of the offer first made to the Russians, and then with their 
Knowledge to the liaperial Bank, and in view of the stipulation as to twenty years, 
which coincides with, the duration of their concession. 
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No, 41, 
(Confidential) Foreign Office to India Office. 
Air, > 


WET) Foreign 0, i 
WIDE roferenes to my lotion of te 7th tustanl inclowy Cs'ot’s telowory 


inclosing copy of a telegram to 
cting the 

* i , d 

it to you a copy of a telegram which has been reecived from his Tixeelleney 


His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople (No. 63 of the Gth April) res 


pee : 3 ‘ x 
dispatch of Turkish recruits to Hodeida, 1am directed by the Maryuess of 


in reply.* 
It will be seen that Sir N. O’Conor is of opini: its i iT 
_ fell N. opinion that, as the recruit os 
ere ony tet ae replace Se el men in the ordinary Tanner i stugoaty's 
over would not, in the circumstances, he in asking the ‘Turki 
Sere praia in the circumstances, he justified in asking the Tuvkish 
‘The Secretary of State for India will no doubt obtain the views of th it 
aden on the subjects but, unless General Maitland lias any strong Gietas une 
ore Lansdowne is disposed to think that, in the circumstances described by Sir N. 
O'Conor, the Turkish troops should be allowed to land, ; ‘ 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) T, H, SANDERSON, 


ee 
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‘The Bank Manager will hand over to me the deed to be dealt with as your 
Lordship thinks best Ty Lesion, as soon as he receives authority from his directors. 
We can arrange at leisure with M. Naus minor details, i.e.,as to precise dates of 

yment of a ial interests. a 
i Danio cus the moment the advance will probably save the Grand Vizier, I 
should not be surprised all the same if he were to fall before long. 


No. 45. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor, 

No. 10 ‘ : 
{Telogeapii) P, Forcign Office, April 9, 1908. 

T HAVE received your telegram No. 37 of the 25th February, relative to the 
capture of pirates in the Red Sea. ; ; ap a 

On the dth April, Commander-in-ohief on the Mediterranean station inquired by 
tolegraph whether there was any objection to His Majesty’s ship * Harrier” going to 
Hodeida in order to arrange for the trial of the pirates, and to dispose of the throe 
captured dhows now lying at Kamaran, as the Turkish authorities are pressing for an 
carly settlement of the case, and as it is desirable that the ship should not be kept in 
those waters longer than necessary, in view of the approach of the hot season. 

T request that your Excellency will inform me by telegraph of your view of the 
matter, 


es 


No. 46, 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 
(Secret.) 
ir, 


Foreign Office, April 9, 1903, 


ELE Lovds Commissioners of the’Treasury are no doubt aware that the possibility 
of alfording some financial assistance to the Government of Persia has for some time 
past been under the consideration of His Majesty's Government, 

The question has, recently formed the subject of correspondence with Fis 


Majesty's Minister at Tehran and the Viceroy of India; and L am directed by the 
Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to ‘ou, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners, a copy of a letter whieh, after Full discussion of the matter, was addressed. to 
the India Office on the 3rd instant.* 

Tt will he seen that, in order to place the Imperial Bank of Persia in a position 
to assist the Persian Government with funds, it has been decided that the Government: 
of India should be requested to lend a sum not exceeding 500,000/. to the bank, 
Mt per cent, interest; and that His Majesty's Government should share with the 
Government of India, in equal moieties, any loss through failure of the Persian 

‘nment to meet their obligations in regard to interest or capital of the advances 


would 
its services in the matter. ‘Che 
include a lien on the customs of Southern 
Caspian Sea fisheries and other branches of 
yurpose, 
has concurred in these proposals, as will be seen 
India Office of the 4th instant, of which a copy is inclosed,} 

T am ‘also to transmit copies of a subsequent correspondence with the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, showing the latest stage of the negotiations between Sir A, Hardinge 
and the Persian Government. It will be observed that at present it is proposed to 
limit the advance to the sum of 200,000/. i 


aus * No 14. + No. 16. 


$ Nos. 82 and so, 





On learning that His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran has been able to come, foe 
armngement with the Persian Government in. regard to this matter, Lord Lansdowne 
iT cayphy thie Lordships with full information as to the details of the transaction. 

a 1am, &c. 
(Signed). H. SANDERSON. 





No, 47. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


(Socret.) . . 
Si Foreign Office, April 9, 1908, 


t 
WITH reference to your letter of the 4th instant and the te legraphie 
correspondence. with His. Majesty's Minister at Telan, which has been recently 
coneespondene® yon, respecting the proposed financial assistance to the Government 
Ciena aineoted by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to yom the 
flecypher of a telegram from Sit A. Hardinge,* reporting tat an ‘Agreement on the 

Hiect was signed yesterday. Similar intelligence, but without further particulars, 
has been received by the Imperial Bank of Persia, 

eer ts mggest, for the consideration of the Secretary of State for India, that 
preparations should be made for placing the sum of 20000 ct the disposal of the 
Tmperial Bank of Persians soon as the terms of the Agreement have been received 
from Sie A. Hardinge. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘}. H, SANDERSON. 


No. 48, 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received Aprit 10.) 


inITR Undee-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Undor- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and by direction of Tord George Hamilton, 
Beer Ot tin, for Uhe information of the Seerctary of State, copy of a telegrarn To 
tnovieneoy, dated the 8th April, relative to the dispateh of Turkish recrults to Hodeidah, 
India Office, April 9, 1903. 


———— 
‘Tnclosure in No. 48. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Indi 


(Welegeaphie) P. India Office, April 8, 1908. 

Fy peisting circumstances Sit N. O'Conor does not think that we should he justified 

in stopping ihe transport which is about to sail to Hodeidah with 1,600 Turkish recruits 

to neplaedtimesexprtedt men in ordinary course of relief. Unless there are spe 

te eeoantse electing to this concession, His Majesty's Government propose to concur, 
(Repeated to Aden.) 


No. 49. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 10.) 


ITITH Under-Secretary of State for India presents, his compliments t0 the Under 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lori! George Hamilton, 
Secretary vrentith, for the information of the Secretary of State, cops, of 4 telegram 
forwnres Reeideni, Aden, to the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the Toth April, 
eivtive to the dispatch of Turkish recruits to Sathern Arabia. 


India Offices April 10, 1908. 


i ee 
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Inclosure in No, 49. 


(telegraphia)P. Resident, Aden, to Government of India, 
T THINK no objection need be taki i athe seamen 
: : sai be taken toate moot tha Canktsh Yooruite te 
Southern Aria refered t in Secretary of States gee 
fepeated to Vieeroy, Secretary of State, nnd Bombay.) 





Sir N, 0" 
ae O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 10.) 
(elezraphic.) DP. 
HODEIDAM pirates 
‘our Lordship's telegram No, 70 of the 9th instant. T learnt yesterday of the 


adjournment of the trial, and at my insti i ii 
ajourment ofthe tra, sd at my instance che Grund Visor has telegraphed instruc 
Cats Id be proceeded wi onee, Dr. Richardson will ng to a el 


The “ 


Constantinople, April 10, 1908, 


Harrier ad better delay going to Hodeidah for the moment, as the sentences 


given will presumably influence in some degree onr action in regard to the dhows, 





No. 51, 


i Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, 
tear ne Foreign Office, April ; 
canal EEHE meforence to my letter of sestonday, Tarn neaiet te (eearaeates 
Lansdowne to transmit to you the deexpher of a furthes telegram from His X Nena 
Minitorat Teran,* reporting the toms ofthe Agreement sigue on the Sth instant, for 
vance of 200,000 frm the Lmpeial Bank of orsn the Persian Government. 
Poin ert bat the conditions stated fn my letter ofthe rd 
the Si of State tai Gonerail sviliet a eS 
the Secretary of State for Tudia in Council will be able aNauia ae auaea re ty 
ate payment of 200,000, to the Imperial Bank of Bersia ees 


‘The money should be pai 

The e paid as a d ! e of bel 

Pers Goverment onthe conditions pation im bus lotee from the Fowiga Gfies 
o the Bank of the 3rd April, aS a 





No. 52. 
Iudlia Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 11.) 


THE th y of S i 

oan fiulerseeretary of Stat fr Inia pret his compliments tothe Under 

Ores Larest fe ea cera Py diction of Lard George Hamlin, 

foranis li nformation of the Se Wane 

rom the Consul at Musca, relative to the French fag and Suet ikoes oetieg ee 
estion, 


India Office, April 11, 1903, 


Inclosure in No, 52, 


Captain Cox to India Office. 


aphie.) P, 
CIRCUMSTANCES, of whic 


raised in 


; Muscat, Aprit 
MSTANCES; of whiel I have informed the Government of eee ave 
ne iatoieatte aan the question of the Freueh flag, and the Sultan's jetion 
Pome tole unless the question can now he brought t Ha sotlonsae 
1's Government, "Circumstances are as folloesse ne’ mettement 
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1, ‘The dhow of a French flagholder was molested by fellow tribesmen in the 
course of disturbances of a purely inter-tribal nature taking place within the precinets 
Of Sur, and the French Consul addressed the Sultan in an official communication 
demanding. satisfaction and compensation. Sultan declined to consider the claim, and 
T protested against French Consul’s action. 

9. A Sun holding a French flag, being subjected to quarantine detention on his 
arrival at Muscat, abseonded to Sur, breaking quarantine himself and abducting two 


followers from quarantine station during the night. 





No. 53, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 11.) 


DHE Und y of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary uf State, copy of a telegram 
from the ‘oy, dated the Oth April, relative to EI Kate, 


India Office, Aprit V1, 1908. 


Inclosure in No. 58. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Welegeaphie.) PB. April 9, 1903. 
FURTHER confirmation of the El Katr appointments (see my telegram of the 
18th Marel) Uns heen received by Kemball, at Bushite, from the Mudir, desiguated 
for Odeid. 
T cousider that issue to the El Hasa authorities of official orders cancelling these 
appointments should be pressed on the Porte, 





No, bt, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April V1.) 


(No. 56.) 
(Pelogeaphie.) Ps Tehran, April 11, 1903. 
"RIEL: Russian Minister, with whom I have recently had a conversation, is anxious 
to provent the fall of the Grand Vizior as likely to preeipitate a grave crisis although 
Helis amoged with him for taking our advance, My personal opinion, I told him, 
Was that «frank discussion in London or St, Petersburgh of an. understanding between 
Tevasit and ourselves was the only way to save Persia from political and administrative 
collapse’: the bases of such an understanding to be— 
He Gossation of Shah's reckless expenditure and of rival political loans to meet it 
2, Suoh simple financial reforms and control by our united actionas were essential 
in this object; and 
Maintenance of the status quo 
‘The break-up here which both Powers wished to postpone might be averted if the 
‘Austro- Russian entente in the Balkans could be supplemented by an Anglo-Russian 
‘eutente worked in the same spirit. 
AL Viassow said he would submit this idea to his Government, and expressed his 
of it. 
's may be less unwilling than they were two years ago to talk it over, 
if thoy too fast for them as well as for us, and that 


thoy " 
stic view than T do of the outlook 


hore, 


—— 
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No, 35. 


es The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O’Conor. 
(felegraphic.) P. : 
T HAVE receive Foreign Office, Aprit 11, 
I HAVE received Excellency’ y », April 11, 1903, 
subjegt of Punkin Meee torteacnay © eeram No. 70 of the 7th instant on tho 
eretary of State for Indi i falaeel 
Lae eee for India has been in communication with the Resident at 


‘His Majesty's Government agree that i i i 
fos Maiest’s Govermment agree that in the eiroumstances no opposition need be 





earn) The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 


(Telegraphic.)_ P. 
FERSIAN Loan. 
Vith reference to your telegram No, 55 of 9th 
mee! bss Been paid to-day by the Tmperi 
Tam glad that you have suce 

to be on the whole satisfactory, 


Foreign Office, April 11, 1903. 


Bank of Persia by the India 


veded in making this arrangement, whieh appears 





No. 37, 


fot Foreign Office to Admiralty, 
Sir, 

Foreign Office, April 

I LAID before the Marquess of Lansdowne your ‘Gonhion far vaioe of tho 


th instant, transmitting a copy of a telege: 
instant, transmit of egram from th i 
Meditrann, fn whieh ho resi sugestion that iskeajoeyacey ae 
Ls ondete to prooead to Hodeida, eae 
ord I ‘necommunicated with His Majesty’ x i 
es te subject, and Tam to forward herewith the egoler coc ae aie ae 
hip has now received from Sir N. O'Conon.* cae is 
he opinion expressed by his Excellency, Lo 
suggest, for the consideration of the Lords issue ot Rei Re 
‘Mfareée should note sent to Hodetdah gt proents us Samira, hat the 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) T. I. SANDERSON, 





No. 58. 


N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 13.) 


(No. 167.) 
Mund 

Ls 
transmit herewith copy of a Mer 
the Minister for Ponda Atta 
of the Grand Vizier aud Minis 


: on the authority 
in the local press that it was inten : 


We accuracy of the sts 
ee Sei: ie statement 
_ Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) N. R, OCONOR 


———— ee 
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Inclosure in No, 58. 
Memorandum by Mr. Block. 


‘A LOCAL French newspaper, “Le Moniteur Oriental,” having published 9 para: 
graph on the lst ultimo stating that: the Porte had appointed a certain Arab Effendi 
‘nd another to the Mudiriets of Adédé and Zebeir [sie] vespectively, in the district of 
Katr, your Excellency instructed mo to call the Foreign Minister's attention to it. 

TYonnd that the“ Moniteur” had taken its information from @ Turkish unofficial 

per, the Malumat'” of the 80th March, and upon showing the two papers to Tewfik 
Pasha lie said he had no knowledge whatever of any such appointment being made, 
and that, as the Grand Vizier had told him, the Porte had no intention of sending 
Mudirs there, but he would again ask the Grand Vizier. Fsaid that the Porte woul 
make a very grave mistake if, in spite of its declarations to the Embassy, it were now 
to sond Mudits, and T added privately that he must understand that if the Mudirs do 
proceed they will be turned out. 

‘The following day, the znd instant, Tewhik Pasha informed me that at the Cabinet 
Couneil ie had again’ spoken to the Grand Vizier and the Minister of the Interior, 
who averted that they had no knowledge of my intention to send Mudirs to those 
places, ‘The inform in by the * Malumet ” was incorrect ; indeed, there is 
Such name as Arab” Effendi. "Upon my observing that the “Bureau de Ia Presse 
tueht to have controlled the statement, Tewfik Pasha replied that the editor, Tabic 
Bey, defied the ® Bureau de la Presse,” and orders from the Ministry of the Interior 
were entirely neglected by him; he added that he had repeated to the Grand Viaier 
what T hd said, to the effect that if the Mudirs do proceed they will he turned out. 

(Signed) A. BLOOK, 


April 4, 1908. 





No, 59. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received April 13.) 


(Confidential,) 
Sin, Adwivalty, April 18, 1903. 


WITH reforenee to Admiralty letter of the 7th instant, [am commanded by my 
S Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the 
eeretary of State for Koreign Affairs, deeypher of telegram, dated the 11th instant, 
from the Commander-in-chiet on the Mediterranean Station, and wy Lords request 
thoy may he informed what reply should be sent. 
Tam, &e. 


(Signed) RVAN MACGREGOR. 
SS 


Tuclosure in No. 59. 
Commander-in-chief, Mediterranean, to Admiralty. 


Maltg, April 11, 1903. 


(elope) 
MY No. 170. 

Hix Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople has informed Vice-Consul st 
Hlodeidal that instructions have been sent by telegraph to Vali to proceed with trial 
of pirate dhows immediately in the presonee of Consul, Consul requests necessary 
napors may be expedited, aud asks if witnesses ean attend sitting in Conrt of Justice. 
Request instructions may Harrier” go Hodeidah for purpose, 


eS 
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No. 60, 


Sir N. 0" farquess of Lansdowne. i 
arn O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 13,) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
HODEIDAH pirates, 
Thave received w telegram from Dr. Richardson saying that conviction depends 


on testimony of “Harsien” Under the circumstances, | withdraw’ object 
timony , sv objection & her 
attending trial, as stated in my telegram No, 71 of the 10th instant, me 


Constantinople, April 13, 1908, 





No. 61, 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 
nnfidential.) 
‘ Foreign Office, April 18, 1908. 
YOU are already aware, from communications which have. pagsed. betwoon this 
Office and members of the Board of Directors, that His Majesty's Minister at Tehran 
recently represented that it would be very desirable for the advancement of British 
interests in Persia that a ranch of your Bank should bo esablishet in the Provines 
of Seiston, through which there is an inereasing traffic for merchandize pussi 
Hetween Tndin and Khorassan by the new route vik Nuslikis Sees 
It is understood that the Directors of the Imperial Bank of Persia are willing to 
ish such a branch, provided that they are assure of some financial asstanee 
towards the expenses which are likely to result during the earlier period of its 
amit Amount of these expenses is estimated, roughly, at not less than 1,500L por 
Lord Lansdowne has been in communication with the Secret i 
1 n eretary of State f 
4a this point, and hus now been informed that the Secretary of State for India would 
he propared to provide for the purpose in view a maximum subsidy of 1,501, a-year 
for a period of five years, that maximum to be reduced by the amount of any net 
peoetsalealy anise Fe the Seistan branch in each year, : 
am to request that you will inform Lond Lansdowne whethe ill be 
propared to establish brane tu Seistun On these enndilions, nn ne anki be 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘N. H. SANDERSON, 





No. 62. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received Aprit 14.) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India i i 

sen ME of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

peay et State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of es Gangs Hawiltsn 
ards herewith, for the information of the Necrotary of State, copy of « telegram 


from the Viceroy, , i R 
en dated the 13th April, relative to the dispatch of Turkish recruits to 


India Office, April 14, 1908. 
————— 
Tnelosure in No, 62, 
eae Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
PERMISSION 


April 
the 8th April and Ri ur ahr 


for Turkish recruits to be landed at Hodei 
or r lodeidah: Y 
esident at Adeu’s telegram of the 10th. We have peace, at 


—— Se ee 
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No, 63. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 14, 1903. 
WITH reference to your Confidential letter of the 13th instant, I am directed by 
the Marquess of Lansdowne to inform you that he has received a telegram from His 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, reporting that he has learned from the 
British Vieo-C Hodeidah that the eof witnesses from His Majesty's 
Marr sary for the conviction of the pirates who are to be tried 













N, O'Gonor states that in these circumstances he sees no objection to the 
going to Hodeidah, and Lord Lansdowne concurs in his Excellency's 


Tam, &e. 
ignedl) ‘t, H, SANDERSON. 













No. 64. 


India Office to Foreign Ojfice—(Received April 15.) 








Sir, India Office, April 14, 1905. 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of Sir ‘T, 
Sanderson's letter of the Sth instant, on the subject of the dispatch of Turkish recruits 
to Hoileidah, and to forward a copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 13th 
April, in connection with that from the Resident at Aden, dated 10th April, of which 
‘a copy was inclosed with this Office letter of the 11th instant, 

Tam directed to state, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that 
Lord George Hamilton coneurs in the view that the troops may be allowed to 
proceed, 

















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 








No, 65, 





Indi Office to Foreign Off 





(Received April 15.) 
(A) 












‘NHE Under-Seere © for Tndia presents his compliments to the Und 
Secretary of State for Foreign Alfuirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the informat ‘eretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
4 letter from the’ Foreign Soeretai dated the 12th March, relative to 
Russian quarantine arrangements 


India Offi 5, 1003, 
















April 


Inelosure 1 in No, 65. 





Liewtenant-Cotonel Whyte to Gocernment of India. 





(Helegraphie.) Febuary 15, 1903, 
by you that the Grand Vizier, when he was in London, 


¢ for 





T HAVE beon infor 
promiseil the Seerotary 0 
the Russian quarantine 
roports that the Russian capt 
build quarters for himself and staff, 
Of 








Agent at Turbat-i-Haidari 

there that he will shortly 
ish Agent also 
U him that Russian officers have been doin, 
everything in their power upleasant for the Afghans in Turbat-i- 
Uaidari, wh entre of the Al I trade, 


‘This telegram was repeated to the British Legation at 4 











¢ Agent confidentially infor 








l 
f 











iran. 






























rs that he would endeavour to have « 
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Tnclosure 2 in No, 65. 





Lieutenant-Colonel Whyte to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) February 19, 1903, 

PLEASE see my telegram of the 14th February. 

Our Agent at Karoz reports that the Russian doctor there applied recently to be 
allowed to return to Russia, and has been told, in reply, that he must remain for 
another year, as there is sickness at Quetta and Bunder Abbas, and that it is proposed 
to enforce quarantine. 

(Addressed to Foreign, Calcutta, and repeated to His Britannic Majesty's Minister, 
Tehran.) 

ee 


Inclosure 3 in No, 65, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Whyte to Government of India, 
(Telographic.) March 8, 1908. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram of the 18th February. 

‘The Governor-General informs me confidentially, and does not wish his name 
mentioned, that the Russians have applied for funds for quarantine cordon for the 
year beginning the 21st March next, and that he has refused them, alleging thet no 
funds for the purpose are available, and that the Russians should apply to'Tehran, _ In 
view of difficulties being raised about the entry of Colonel MacMtahon's escort inte 
Persian territory, the Persian Government. eaunot consistently agree to Russian 
officers and troops remaining in the heart of the country. ‘The withdrawal of this 
cordon would haye an excellent effect on the Afghan frontier and in Khorasan, and 
would be a great encouragement: to the Governor-General, who would feel that the 
Russians cannot in these parts do what they pleaso any longer, 

‘The Legation have heen furnished with a repetition of this telegram. 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 65. 





Lieutenant-Colonel Whyte to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) March 10, 1903, 
TALE Agent at Karez reports that the Russians are making arrungemonts to put 

on quarantine at Karez. He states that letter lias been sent by the Russian dds 

there to the Consul-General at Meshod, reporting: that he liad no tents or appliances, 

and received, by special post, a roply asking him to submit a detailed Report, 

indicating exactly what he required for the arrangements connected with quarantine. 
The Legation have been furnished with a repetition of this telegram, 











No. 66, 
a India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received. April 15.) 


_ THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presonts his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, ly direction of Tord Geonge Hanieey 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 14th April, relative to Russian quarantice ‘arrangements 
in Persia. 


India Office, Aprit 15, 1903. 








ee 
Tnclosure in No. 66. 


; Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Telegraphic) P. 
RUSSIAN quarantine“cordon. 
{n continuation of my telegram of the 15th March, information has been received 


in Lae Consul-General at Meshed, dated the 7th April, that the Russian 
M 


April 14, 1903, 





‘ 
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captain is reported by our Agent at ‘Turbat-i-Haidari to be actively negotiating for 
the purchase at that place of a large house and garden for himself and his staff. As 
the arrangements, which are so injurious to our interests, appear to be in danger of 
acquiring permanence we hope that matter will not be dropped. 


No. 67. 
India Office to Foreign Office. {Received April 16.) 


2 Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
4 letter from the Forvign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 1th March, relative to 
Mohammeral affairs. 


India Office, April 14, 1903, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 67. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Bushire, February 14, 1908, 
he honour to forward, for the information of his Exe 
" a letter to my a 
sty's Vieo-Consul at Moliaimmerab, in which he rey ivery to the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah of the letter from Sir Art reference to which 
haw hoon made in the despatches from his Exeelleney to Lord 
2. 1 think it as well to draw attention to the entry in this week's dinry of the 
Residency regarding the separation of the Arabistan Customs from the Gulf Customs 
Administratio : 
Tho detachment of Mohammerah from Bushire for Customs purposes may, it 


scoas to me, have a special signi in connection with the Russian loans, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 67. 


‘onsul MeDowull to Lieutenaut-Colonel Kemball. 


quite satisfied, saying it was satisfactory up to a point, but 
did not allude matters that he had mentioned to Colonel Meade. I said I 
supposed he alluded to what Sir M. Durand refused to discuss, viz., the possibility of » 
Dreaknp of Persin. hae 
As to that he could not expect anything; but the promise given him in the letter * 
Would appear to mean that in no ease would foreign Powers be allowed to attack 
Mohammerah, and such a possibility as he had in view would not, in my opinion, 
alter that, 
T also read to him part of the " Jeader on Chirol's letter on the Persian 
Gulf, 
ext day. after further discussion and thought, he seemed much more satisfied, 
but said the Minister did not yet trust him, urging him not to break with the Persian 
Government. 
He said he had every wish and intention to serve the Persian Government 
loyally; the om v had been the Customs, which was now settled satisfac- 
4 S the Minister says they will, no other question 
can arise. Also the Minister writes advising him as a friend he would be more 
satisfied if he gave him orders as a servant of Britain. 
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Finally, he asks that you will convey to the Minister his thanks and gratitude ; 
he will write a reply Inter, after Haji Rais returns, as he does not wish any one else 
to be acquainted with the matter, and Haji Rais is, so he must write the me 

When Haji Rais comes he will go through the letter again with him and 
me, and, if advisable, will ask, you to come up to talk it over before sending the 
reply. 

ita Rais left Tehran for Tepahan ou the 20th ultimo, and if the Bakhtiari route 
is impassable, will come vit Bus 





No. 68. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received Aprit 16,) 


Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
f Stato for Foreign Aifairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the etary of State, copy of inclosure in 
a letter from the Foreign Scervtary, Calcutta, dated the 19th March, relat 
Russian quarantine arrangements in 


India Office, April 14, 19 


Tnelosure in No. 68, 
LiewtenonteColonel Whyte to Government of Inia, 


Me: /, Mareh 12, 1903, 
for to my telegram of the 11th instant regarding Russian quarantine, 
nmunicated with the Naiyur-ed-Dowlah, and have asked him to protest 
ainst the proposed imposition of quarantine, and to press for the removal of the 


His Highness hus sent me the purport of w telegram which he sent yesterday in 
cypher to the Grand V It says that he has heard seerotly that the Itssians wish 
(0 impose quarantine against India and Afghanistan, aud that the Dootor and Native 
Miaché of the British Consul-General are being sent at once to Karea; that the 
imposition of 4 wuld mean an increase in the number of posts; and. that 
Russian troops in Khorasan would lead to great friction with Afghans and the British, 
who would certainly resent it; and that serious trouble might result; that, so far as 
he is aware, there was no disease in Afghanistan, and that no disease could travel 
nindreds Of farsakhs without signs of its approach ; that he consequently strongly 
recommended that the Russian quarantine cordon should be altogether removed. His 
Highness also tells me that the Russian Consul-General has telegraphed to ‘Tehran for 
necossary funds for the conlon ; but that, so far, he has had no reply. 

‘The attempt which the Russians are now making is a deliborate political moves 
wont, resorted to because their intrigues in Khorasan and on the Afghan frontier with 
the object of inducing the Afghans to have closer relations with them, have for the 
ruomeut vertainly faild completely. 

Uhave heen’ heaeing from Klnshk that the Russians treat Afghans coming to 
Russian territory with extraordinarily favourable customs; and that Passport Rega, 
tions are not enforced against them, and that their disputes and claims are alruost 
invariably decided in their favour, 

‘the Russians have, moreover, been endeavouring through the Persian Customs 
wud the late Foreign Office Agent, Turbat-ieHaidari, which is the centre. of 
Mglanistan-Khorasan trade, to harass the Afghans trading in Khorasan, ‘Tho 
{exation of Afghan sheep, which was temporarily enforced last year, and the brutality 
to Afghans of the late Foreign Office Agent, Turbat-i-Haidari, were among the results 
of their endeavours, 

the Afghans have been, however, steadfastly loyal to us, and the Ameor hus 


“utly sent fresh orders to Herat that all relations with Russians vid Khushk are to 
uraged, 


The Governor of Herat has not ouly been keeping me informed of the Russian 
h 


(tempts to establish direct relations with him, but has also met these efforts by asking 
we to-addresy Russian authorities on the Khushk on his bebalf,and the Afghan Agent 











“4 


hore recently camo with a large number of Afghans to the British Consul-General 
publicly to express their gratitude for the action taken with regard to the Foreign 
Office Agent, Turbat-i-Haidari, e a 

‘These oceurrences have evidently irritated the Russians, and there is, in my 
opinion, no doubt that the real object of their attempt to impose quarantine is to 
pinish the Afghans for their loyalty to us, and to intimidate the Governor-General 

ere, 

Fortunately, the Naiyur-ed-Dowlah is not a man to be intimidated, and he has 
not only refused them funds for their quarantine arrangements, but has strongly urged 
on his Government the necessity for removing the cordon 

T venture to plead for the strong support of Tis Mujesty’s Government on behalf 
of the Naiyur-ed-Dowlah in his courageous attempt to resist the efforts of the Russians 
to punish the Afghans for their loyalty to us and to intimidate him. 

‘Whe Legation has heen furnished with a repetition of this telegram, 








No. 69. 





India Office to Foreign Office—(Received April Ws.) 
B, 

(oan Under-Secretary of State for India present 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
inclosures in a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 19th March, 
relative to Museat alfai 


India Office, April V4, 1908. 


his compliments to the 





















Inclosure 1 in No, 69, 
Major Cox to Government of India. 
(Confidential ) Muscat, February 28, 1903, 

I HAVE the honour ose copy of this office letter dated the 26th February, 
to the addross of the Politica! Resident in the Persian Guif, on the subject of the 
proceedings of the“ Infornot” and  Boyarin” while at Museat, 

2, Since it was dispatched His Highness the Sultan has informed me that the 
Russian eaptain specifically stated to him that his ship and the “ Infernct”” were going 
to trayel in company to show the public and ‘those whom it may concern,” that the 
intorests of their Governments were identical. 





















Inclosure 2 in No, 69, 





Major Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


(Confidentint,) Muscat, February 25, 1903, 

I HAVE the honour to report the proceedings of the “ Infernet” and “ Boyarin’” 
while here, for your information, 

2 The “ Thfernet ” arrived on the 21st instant, and the Commander, accompanied 
by thirteen officers, called on His Highness the Sultan on the following morning. _ He 
asked His Highness to postpone his return visit until the ship's return from the Persian 
Gulf a fortnight hence, 

At his interview with the Sultan Commandant d'Hespel m 
Highness that he heard (as is in fact the cass) that his ts had been very 
Jow for the last two or three months, ard asked him why he did not farm them out to 
some reliahle person, 

He subsequently referred to the action of the English against Turkey in the Aden 
Hinterland, 
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8. The “ Boyarin arrived in harbour on the morning of the 
mander called on the Sultan and told him that his own ship and 
intended to make the tour of the Gulf in company, 
shout a fortnight. He added that he expected to bri 
back with him, as the latter was anxious to 
Sultan. 


& The two ships weighed anchor at the same moment and steamed out of 
jasext in company. "Their appearance here together, evidently by arrangemeut avd 
the manner of their departure, has, as was no doubt intended, soeated vote tans 


pression in Muscat, and the Sultan was anxious to know what I thought as the 
meaning of it. 


xd, and_ the Com- 
the “Infernet” 
and would return to Muscat in 
d to bring the Russian Consul at Bushire 
isit Muscat and to pay his respects to the 





















































No. 70, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Aprit 17.) 

Sir, India Office, Aprit 11 
F 2 » 1908, 

TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to aukowinige te aint of your 
letter of the 10th instant, forward eypher of a telegram from {is Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, dated ti porting the terms of the Agreement signed 


aa Ue Sth instant for the advance of 200,0001, from the Tnperial Bank of Persia to 
ie Per 












Wy that, having regard to the opinion 
Agreement suflicient); 






netiany 
to be paid to the Imperial Bank of Persia as a 
ig wlvanced to the Persian Government on the conditions 
Oftive to the Bank of the 3rd instant, 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 























No. 71. 


‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Reccived April 17,) 
Sir, 





26, 

TL HAVE the honour to acknowledge th 

auldressed to the Chairman of the Bank, whi 

at their meeting to-day. Tam requested to inform you that the Beak io w 

stabi : see in Sia as ia terms of your letter. My Directors unde 
net profits” to mean the profits after deduction of inary exponses, includit 

test intent on the ental stl fi ea ona expenses, nln 

Thave, &e, 

(Signed) G. NEWELL, Manager, 





Abehurch Lane, London, April 1 
receipt of your letter of the 13th 
Was submitted to the Bounl of Dinwetors 








































1 72. 


India Office o Foreign Office —(Reccived April 17.) 


___LHE Under-Secretary 
Secretary of State for Fore 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the 8 
from the Viceroy 
question, 


India Office, Aprit 17, 1908. 


















































Tnelosure in No. 72. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic) P. _ April 16, 1908, 
ON the 11th and 12th British Consul at Muscat telegraphed, in continuation of 
his message of the 10th, relative to proceedings of French flag-holders, that, at request 
of the Sultan of Muscat and of the Health Officer, he requested that the steam-launch 
of His Majesty’s ship “Perseus” should be sent, with Museat officials on board, in 
pursuit of five Arabs who broke quarantine. These were apprehended and imprisoned, 
three being holders of French flags. ‘Che French Consul thereupon addressed to the 
Sultan a peremptory demand that he should pay 1,500 dollars as tndemnity for 
detaining the dhows, and that the three dhows claiining French protection should be 
released immediately. ‘The Sultan refused to comply, and wrote to French Consul 
explaining the status of foreign flags in Oman as expounded by British Government, 
suggesting that ish and French Governments already had the question 
under consideration, the present incident should be referred to them, and stating that 
their joint decision, and that he was informing the British Govern- 

mont fo this effect. 


cent opportunity appears to be suitable for final settlement of long-discussed 
question, and we trust ‘that we may be authorized by His Majesty's Government, to 
support the Sultan in his attitude, which was entirely reasonable. “The French elaim, 
that having grinted French flags to the Sultan's subjects they ave the right to 
forfere when the holders of these flags break the laws of Muscat, appears to be 
entirely inudmissible, 
We propose that British ship of war should remain for the present at Muscat, 
Mease rofer to Government of India letter, dated the 27th Febraary 
avcompanying Memorandum, and to action in similar eases at Zanzibar, wi 
Office approved in letter to Mr, Cave of the 8th November, 1902. 


No. 78. 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Voreign Offce—(Received dprit 18.) 
Sir, 25, Abehurch Lane, London, April 17, 1903. 


T HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, copy of a telegram received 
to-day from Tehran, together with my repl 
niruet, of which we have been endeavouring to obtain a share in 
© with usual practice, is of importance to the Bank, and as an Imperial Bank 
of issue, wo are entitled to a reasonable share of it, Last year we were granted about 
acthind of the cont 
‘Pho threat dir st ot 
‘and can hardly he taken serion d 
the chartered Hghts of the Imperial Bank, 


Russia may have heen misunderstood, 
y's Minister will no doubt safeguard, 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman, 
Inclosure 1 in No. 73. 
‘Teleyram yeceived from Tehran, lated April V7, 1008. 


RUSSLA absolutely veto mint contract to Imperial Bank of Persia, threatening 
Hostile action note issue, 


41 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 73, 
Telegram sent to Tehran, dated April 17, 1908, 


TO not cease to press Prime Minister for fair share mint contract, and ask for 
support British Minister, 





No. 74, 


The M Lansdown A. Hardinge, 
en te Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(Telegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, April 18, 1903. 
ma reference to say ifelegram Xo, 25 of the 17th mito, “relive to. the 
Russian quarantine cordon in Khorassan, I repeat a telegram which has been receiv 
vt the India Office from the Vieoroy, dated the 14th iyi ple Seen! 


“Russian quarantine cordon. In continuation of my telegram of the 15th March, 
information has been received in telegram from Consul-General at Meshed, dated the 
ith April that the Russian Captain is reported by our Agent at Turbat--tnidari to be 
actively negotiating for the purchase at that place of a large house and garden for 
himself and his stalf, As the arrangements which are so injurious to our interests 
appear tobe in danger of acquiring permanenee, we hope that matter will nol. be 
dropped 
Please let me know whatsaction you have taken in the matter and the result, 





Foreign Office to India Office. 


. Foreign Office, April 18, 1908. 
M divected ‘by the Marquess of Lansdowne to Iatore you that, tipon the 


receipt of your letter of the Sra instant, a letter, eopy of which. L inolowe neewith 
wax addressed to the Imperial Bank of Persia, acquainting them with the conditions 
under which the Government of India are prepated to provide financial aecstence 
establishment of a branch of the Imperial Bank in Seistan, 

L transmit herewith copy of a letter received from the Imperial, Banks stating 
that thoy are willing to establish a branch in Seistan upon the conditions mentioned 
and upon the understanding that the expression ‘net profits" means tho. profits after 
duetion ofall ontinary exponses, including the usual interest on the eapltal allotted 
0 the branch, 

Tam to request that you will lay this correspondence before the Soorotary of Btate 

india, Tord Lansdwne would be glad to he informed whether Lost. George 
Hamilton considers that an arrangement should be accepted upon these terme 

Tun, &e, 
(Signed) T.-H. SANDERSON, 





No. 76, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 20.) 
194) 
ty Lord, Tehran, February 1, 
re : E » 1908, 
oA iHAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of the reply of the Mushir- 
©!-Powleh to the note respecting the custoins and status of the Sheikh of Mohammerah 


“hich 1 addressed, by your Lordship’s directions, to his Excellency eported ii 
despatch No. 1 of the 6th ultimo. ¢ ED 


This note, as your Lordship will observe, takes no exception to any of the re 
tions niade in mine, and is couched in very friendly languages othe reserva. 
"_ Thave, &c. 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


+ No. 71, 
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Tnelosure in No. 76. 






ishir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge. 
i seat we : January 13, 1908. 

T HAVE had the pleasure of receiving your Excelleney's letter of the 9th J iat 
fast, and have with satisfaction made ay a ene A aiaietcae peasy Be 
sincere friendship between two Governments, and I wo ap eae wear 
heartfelt satisfacti friendly assurances exchanged between the two and T 
ae eRe ee fs long ext betwee te two Powers 
may he still further strengthened, and that the friendly feelings between the authorities 
both Powers may as always tend '0 an increased amity. 











(Tran: 































Tehran, March 3, 1903. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia, 







U have, fe. ss 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 

















ing Colonel Whyte's views 
naliat ” by the Belgians, may. 


PS. ‘The inclosed extract from the Meshed Diary 
with regard to the proposed scheme for the reform of the 
perhaps prove of interest, 





ADH. HL 








Inclosure 1 in No. 77. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, not reported in separate despatches, 


Tehran. 


‘HE Shab retuned from Yajernd on the 24th instant, suffering from gout and an 
ck of fever, which still confines him to his room, 2 a 
any Mnjealy hte ‘appointed the Alasei-Dowleh Governor-Goneral of Fars, and the 
n Kermanshab, ‘The Shon-es-Sulta aa avery apse fee 
oconciliation was etfeete: purpose between His 
Je forniee appointment, au @ reconciliation was eifected for that p en H 
ie THAEGnes abil Ans Kiwhi-ol Mulberebn aa aneiad at Tehran from Kerbela 
Ath Kav was, However, coldly roseiva! by the (rand Vitter, and t-te now racroera 
ine te sous i be made Governor-General of ‘Tebran, the present holder of 
Hin poak (His Imperial. Highness. tho Alnsed-Dowlsh) being aga i zetore onder in 
i Lauristan, which he formerly governed with st Aine 
atgeige ieeopt the joes 1, hoWweven, doubttul, | he Gaveronhip of H mada 
Nas lien promised to Ilig Royal Hlighnens Salar-et-Sultanob, a younger brother of the 
Shan, i i arrears of pay owing to it shall 
‘Nhe army has been promised that the eight months! arreas of pay ; 
Sisto Naeetanl wuerenietins Mees aon sie wl the Goreme 
cng reported to have drawn upon the private funds in the Palace for this purpose, 
i An ‘ jaaad ‘cal of Mian about the new Taritf, but so far there have been 
no symptoms of disturbances, though prices have already gone up. 




























































Ispahan, 


‘The new ‘Tariff is being much discussed amongst the merchants and Mollahs, but 

do not apparently contemplate taking any action, ; : 
AL ur rsp ioee aa enti acme eee tose, under 
Belgian administration, is still much talked about. 5 ‘There seems greater Wi elihoo: sf 
Eb to such a scheme than to the new Tariff, as the Mollahs are more intereste: 
in it, 
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Shiraz, 


‘The whole provinee is in a state of great 
tribal disturbances, 

There is much 
preparing for a riot. 


Merchants are of opinion that British import and export trade via Bushire will die 


out, and that trade with Russia vid Tspahan will increase, 


Cotton and almonds were 
formerly exported to England vid Bushire, but they 


now go to Russia vii Ispahan, 


Asterabad. 


The inhabitants of Gumish Tepeh are said to have turned out the Customs officials, 
‘There is agitation among the merchants against the new Tort They say the new 
duty on tea will ruin the export trade to Khivay 
Atrek Khanum, a Turkoman lady of Persian nationality liv 
has recently: placed herself’ at the hiead of her retainers. dnd 
territory. "She has proceeded towards Kurdistan, but the Iklva 


foeapture hier, She is supposed to be instigated by the Ru 
disturbances among the ‘Turkomans, 





ing in Russian Turkestan, 

jade a raid! into Persian, 
has sent 200 horsemen 
ns, in order to create 












Bushire, 


‘The Belgian yacht “Selika,” 
Antwerp, under te name of the * Muzafleri”” manned by Bo 


purchased by the Shah last summer, hins arrived Irom 


Igian officers and crew, All 
intend the are ected home except two executive and two engineer ottears ie super 


intend the working of the ship, She is armed with two guns, mounted on her bridge, 
which are believed to be I-pr. QE. Hotelikiss. She te shortly to proceed to Mohams 
eral, where she will be used for Customs work. 


cholera at Yask appears to have subsided, and it has almost disappeared from 











Minab, 


There has been a disturbance, creat 


‘ie cl by Baskakirdis, in the district of Minab, in 


¢ life was lost and much property looted. 
‘Teaaes are being collected at Mohammeral with « view to operations against, the 
‘Trof, 

spores have reached Lingah that on account of the enmity 
Ali Kuli Khan, the Deputy Goverior of Lar 
‘agkanan, the former entered the latter's provinee with a large Torey od sacked the 


tillage of Biram, and tat Baker Khan it making preparations to check Haji Ali Kuli 
Khiaw’s advance, 














existing between Haj 
wid Baker Khan, Deputy Governor of 

















Seistan, 





With reference to last month's diary, Mohamad Omar, after ero 

Uvtitory by Koh Malik Sinh, is suid to have camped at Daki Dol 

to attack dur post at 
bat is released, Pa » Consul’s Beluch emplayé, twice visited 
Hamad Umar at Daki Dehli with messages from the Riselan Cy 

Nizam made Umar, 
















Siah, 

rial Russian Consul is nureying on the construction of the n 
Biriaud to Seistan, He has ap 
to send to Neh for the trans 









elegraph line from 
im with 200 camels 
an, 
& meeting with the Karguzar and Head 
lan Consui had to do with a Persinn toles 
graph ‘The Karguzar replied that the new Meshed-Seistan line vac entirely under 
Kargatetvsion of the Russians, and during a further discesston aan ats subject, the 

lah the excite Bave stated that the Russians had also recently purshawen ct the 
Shah ths <xclusive right to construct roads anil railways in Persie, 

6171 












° 


disorder, and there have been several 


agitation against the new Tariff, and the people are said to be 
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‘The Russian Bank at Meshed intend sending some traders to Seistan and opening 
shops very shortly, 





‘The Yamin-i-Nizam is said to be in receipt of 400 krans per month from the Russian 
Consul, ete ‘ 

‘The searcity of wheat and barley in Seistan is becoming serious and prices are very 
high, 


A. small detachment of Russian Cossacks is said to be expected shortly at 
Nastatabad, Another report says that they are Persian Cossacks under a Russian 
officer. 





Meshed. 





Rumours are current at Askabad and Meshed that a number of Concessions 
juve been granted by the Shah to the Russians, which will be announced on the 21st 
March, i ’ 
"With regard to the Feported intention of the Russians Yo build « branch line 
linking Saraklis with the 'Trans-Caspian Railway, a secret agent recently sent by Colonel 
Whyte to Sarakhs reports that hh et_no confirmation of the rumour there, He 
nates that a lange quantity of ullding material has heen collete at Suras, but i is 
id to be reqnited for the building of a church. 
7 (Oil th sti Rants trois aoe\s: Fouatka) aida to\ iia by, Als Sobamaky, Colonel 
Whyte is of opinion that there are grounds for the report, Tt is stated that a large 
force of Cossacks has come to PulsicKhatun, ‘The Karez agent is being instructed to 
ascertain whether this report is true. 

Colonel Whyte considers that the new Tari 
Indian merchants: trading at \Meshed. "They are mostly 
Heavy duty imposed on ten and indigo, whieli are the 
trade in them very difficult, if uot impossible, Phe 
favourable to Russian and Afghan traders, 

Colnel Whgtestates that the activity of the Russian Government is more pronounced 
than he has ever known it, He learns from a reliable source that the Acting Russian 
Consul: General recently assembled the Russian merchants, and declared he had. been 
authorized to inform then that their Government would. give them a bounty of 25 per 
cent, on all goods sent to Kerman and Yead. es 
he recently appointed British Agent at Turbatei-Haidari bas re 
his post, and was well received by the Rarguzar and Afghan merchants, 

He reports that Captain Yas, the Russian officer in command of the quai 
has been telling people that he intends building quarters for himself and 
evidently believes that the cordon has come to stay. a 

‘The new Karguar of Turbat-ietaidari appears to be extremely friendly to British 
interests, and fins announced that he intends doing all he can to help Afghan traders, 
and to remove the bad name whieh the place had gained among Afghans, owing to the 
hostility of the late Karguzar, probably at the instigation of the Russian officer there, 


Tehran, March 3, 1908. 























I will bear especially hard on the British 

of small eapital, and. the 
imports from {ndia, will make 
‘ari! iS on the other hand very 






























tly arrived at 


























Inclosure 2 in No. 77. 


Notes hy Lieutenint-Colonel Whyte on Russian Military Movements in Trans-Caspia, for 
the week ending December 27, 1902. 





TIVE following information has been furnished by news-writers :— 

November 2.260 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in dreetion of Asbkabad 
40 waggon-loads of supplies and carts tised for the transportation of supplies were 
dispatched from Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad. : F 

Novenler 80;—88 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia 
61 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad; 11 wagzon-loads of 
aupplies, 6,000 boxes of bread, 4 waggon-loads of clothing, and 25. transport carts were 
dispatehod from Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad, - ? 

December 1.—45 intantey and 6 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk on their way 
to Russia; 39 infantry passed Ghrough Krasnovodsk in diteetion of Asbkabad. 

December 2.—261 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad 
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18 waggon-loads of bread and 9 waggon-loads of clothing were dispatehed from Krasno- 
‘dsk in direction of Ashkabad, 
December %.—513 infantry and 6 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk in direction 
of Ashkabad; 20 waggon-loads of supplies and 28 waggoncloads ‘of ammunition were 
patched from Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad, 
December 4—150 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to. Russ 
10 infantry and 50 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk in direction ot. Ashkabad 
10 transport carts were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad. 
December 5.—80 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia; 350 
infantry passed through Krasnovorsk in direction of Ashkabad; 17 waggon-loads of 
supplies and four waggon-loads of clothing were dispatehed from Krasnovodsk in 




























direction of Ashkabad, 





Pecenber 6.—39 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia; 
310 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad; 8 waggon-load 
of supplies and 100 transport carts were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in direction of 
Ashkabad, 

December 7. fantry and 40 Cossacks passed through Krasmovodsk in 
direction of Ashkabad ; 8 waggon-loads of clothing were dispatched fram Krasnovodsk 
in direction of Ashkabad, 

December S.—50 infantry passed throuzh Krasnovodsk on their way to Russin; 

y passed through Krasnovodsk in dircetion of Ashkabad; 10 waggon-londs uf 
50 wazgon-loads of fodder, and 200 transport carts were dispatched. fiom 
Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad, 

December 9.—8 infantry anil 12 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk on their way 
to Russias 455 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad, 

Deceniber 10.—92 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad, 

Prcemmbea 1—210 infanity passed through Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabud s 




























































11 waggon-loads of supplies, 25 waggon-loads of bread, and 16 waggoncloads of 
ammunition were dispatelied from Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad, 








December 12.—41 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk on theit vay to Russia; 
) infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in direction of Russia; 200 transport. carts 
were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in direction or Ashkabad, 
December 2.—250 infantry. arrived at Ashkubad from direction of Bokhara; 
7 waggon-loads of Government stores passed through Ashkabad in direction of Mery, 
December 4—17 waggon-loads of supplies and 12 waggon-londs of railway material 
passed through Ashkabad in direction of Merv. 
December 5. —2i wagyou-loads of railway material passed through Ashkabad in 
direction of Mer, 
December 6.—2) waggon-loads of Government stores passed through Ashkabad in 
tlrection of Merv; 8 infantry arrived at Ashkabad from direction of Krasnovoisk, 
(Signed) J.B. WILE, Liewtenant-Cotonel, 
Hiv Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul=General. 





































Meshed, December 27, 1902. 





——$———— eS 





Inclosure 3 in No, 7. 






Notes ly Liewtenant-Colonel Whyle on Russian Military Movements in ‘Trans-Caspia, for 
the week ending January 17, 1903: 












‘THE following information has heen furnished by newsswriters -— 

December 13.180 transport carts were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the direcs 
tion of Ashkabad, 

December 14.—00 infantry recruits passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of 
Ashkalad 5 24 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on teir way to Russia ; 4 wagon 
loads of supplies and i waggon-loads of fodder were dispatehed from Krasnovodek in 
the direction of Ashkabad. 

December 15-—400 infantry recruits and 3S infantry. soldiers passed through 
Krasnovodsk in direction of Ashkabad; 40 transport. carts were dispatched. from 
Krasuovodsk in direction of Ashkabad. = 

December 10.—173 infantry recruits and 50 infantry soldiers passed through Krase 
wovodsk in direction of Ashkabad; 7 waggon-loads of supplies were dispatched from 
Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkal 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 77. 








Notes by Lieutenant-Colonel Whyte on Russian Mititary Movements in Trans-Caspia, for 
the werk ending February 14, 1903. 





‘THE, following information has been furnished by news-writers ao 
January 24.—Six infantry soldiers passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of 
Ashkabad; 39 waggon-loads of supplies were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the 
rection of Ashkabad, a 
ee 25.—Two waggon-louis of clothing and 860 boxes of ammunition passed 
through Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad. Es 
January 27.—Four time-expired infantry soldiers passed through Krasnovodsk on 
to Russia. eS 
Tinuary 28,92 waggon-londs of supplies were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the 
rection of Ashkabad. 
vee following hus been given by the news-writer at Asbkabad as the strength 
of the Russian garrisons at the places mentioned below :— 





theit 




















Hehe Artillerymen a S 


‘ground, contaiaing provisions, &e 








Rerki All orm. 1,000 












Chard ce ve ea Infantry nna eavalry Pata) 


3,000 


ee, 1,000 






Sarakhy 4 seg] Hofintey and eavatry Pera 800 


PubleKhatun se va Comncks ie wea 200 





Infantry. ey os 1,500. 
Gonaalen ; ai 700 


(On he railway: Jine between the 
‘Asliab and Kishk mations 











(Signed) J. E, WITY'TE, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul-General. 
Meshed, February 14, 1908. 


Inelosure 8 in No, 77. 


Yotes by Lieutenant-Colonel Whyte on Russian Military Movements in Trans-Caspia, for 
uN the week ending February 21, 1903. 





wiaation has heen furnished by mewsewriters:— 
ntry passed through Krasnovodsk in the direetion of 





CHTE. following in 
January 31.—150 
shkabad. . 
Ere ety ci cles ta exon Wale of mivlitns nc amageriond ct clothing were 
matched from Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad; 9 infantry soldiers passed 
through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia, 3 
February 2.—16 infantry soldiers passed through Krasnovods} 
‘Ashkabad. 
February 8.—100 rifles and 140 bos 


jovodsk iu the direction of Ashkabad. s d 
novo fvbruary 8-68. infanity and. 14 Cossacks possed through Krasnovodsk in. the 


direction of Ashkabad ; 15 vazgoncloads of supplies aud 8 waggon-loads of fodder were 
Aleeatshan i tia Girction: of aabkabads € {atantey paaned” goagh Krasuorodsk ox 
their way to Russia, 











the direction of 





6 of ammunition were dispatched from Kras- 
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February 6—23 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad ; 
7 waggon-loads of supplies and 2 wagzon-loads of clothing were dispatched from Kras. 
novodsk in the direction of Ashkabad. 
(Signed) J. F. WHYTE, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul-General. 
Meshed, February 21, 1903, 



























Tnelosure 9 in No. 77. 









Extract from Meshed Diary for week ending February 7, 1908. 





THERE is great excitement among all classes at Meshed over the news of the new 
Customs Tariff, and the rumours thitt the collection of the rovenue of the country is to 
hie banded over to the Belgians, ‘The details of the new Tariff have so far been kept a 
secret, but I have had a letter from the Acting Director-General of Customs to-day, 
intimating that it is to come into force on the 14th February next. M. Molitor was 
liged to admit that no copies of the new Customs Tarif for distribution bad reached 
him, but as he has offered to give me at the Crstom-house any information which { may 
quire regarding it, Lam going to the Custom-house to-day to obtain particulars, There 
is dismay among the Afzhan and Indian traders ere, who believe that the main object 
of the new Tariff is to crush Afghan and British Indian trade with Persia, 

With regard to the revenue question, the Belgians may find, if it is really true that 
{he collection of the revenue is to be handed over to them, that the undortaking is far 
‘more difficult and dangerous than they imagine. ‘The Attaché of the Consulate-General, 
Munshi Ahmed Din, has had an interesting conversation with the son of the Governor: 
General, the Fateh-cs-Sultaneh, about this question. ‘The Patehes-Sultanch told him 
tht the Belgians would, from the day on which they took over the revenue collection, find 
themselves in direct confict with the priesthood. ‘There was, he said, hardly n Mujtahed 
of importance in the country who had) not dishonestly come into possession of proporty 
to which he had no sort of legal right, and none of the Mujtahids who were among the 
chief landowners in the country paid'a twentieth part of the revenue which could be 
Jusily demanded from them, ‘The Fatchses-Sultanch had, he stated, reason to. know 
that for some time past the principal Mujtahids of Meshed and ‘Tehran haye been in 
satire correspondence with the Mujtahids of Kerbela, and that as the Mujtahids felt that 
ith the transfer of the collection of the revenue to Christians their power in the country 
was likely to he affected, he feared that something in the nature of a religious move. 
ment against the Shah would be started, unless some steps were taken to safeguard 
the interests of the priesthood if the revenue administration is handed over to the 

Helgians, 


















































































No. 78. 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Recei 





d April 20,) 





(No. 35.) 

My Lord, Teliran, March 12, 1908, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to sy despatch No, 29 of 

the Sed instant, a copy of a note from the Imperial Bank of Persia, showing the rates 





levied on the Resht and Kum roads respectively, 
{bough the Tehran-Kum section of the Bank's road is still in good condition, the 
ultanabad section has, 1 an assured by several trustworthy persons, one of whom, 
v's Consul-General at Isfahan, lately travelled aver it, been allowed to fall into 
nall expenditure of money by the new ‘Transport Company 

before the latter can claim to charge tolls on it. 
T have, &, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGS, 
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Inclosure in No, 78. for months later the Political Agent at Kalat met the Governor-General of Kerman, when 
the two officials dealt out stern retribution. 

abea rence, of 8 well-equipped British force in Persian Baluchistan has, 
undoubtedly, augmented our prestige in that part of the world, following as it did on ste 
Karwan operations, and the striking success of Colonel Mayne in Makras, Several af the 
Khans of ‘Bam and Kerman were on duty with the Governor-General, and, pith ontice 
exceptions, the political effect has been good, 

ais, mamortanes at the present time is the splendid work which ia being yecome 
plished by the medical staff of the Church Missionary Society. Fur some year Kenney 
bss Heer. unfortunate, (wo doctors in succession being obliged to leave owing to siskuacs 
shortly after arrival, but, quite recently, Dr. Summerhayes has periornied. © haber sf 







Imperial Bank of Persia to Sir A. Hardinge. 









Sir, Tehran, March 4, 1903, 

“ WITH reference to my conversation with your Excellency concerning the rates of 
tolls collected on the Tehran-Kum road us compared with those on the Kazvin-Resht 
road, I have the honour to submit the following particulars :— 



































Kasvin-Resbt Roal.| Tebran-Kuns Road, 




































(106 sales) (1 silex) iaiing operations, the sueeess of which has produced an immense sensation. Ile hag 
= | among otler eases, operated on the leader of the Sheikhi sect for cataract, and hax one 
mon) ue quently strongthened the friendship of that most influential personage towgics ug 

Biggage unituals A ” 4 + ‘pon my return to my head-quarters, I took advantage of the fact that the Govern- 

AER 40 10 ment of India is Prepared {0 pay soine 401, per annum be media attendance on thi I 
foe ee » 10 Consulate to induce the leading inhabitants of Kerman to support this good work. ‘Th [ 
horton : % to Fe alii ene ayeminently satisfactory, every important: Mallah and Khan sealing « paper [ 
Wom fb 4 











in which the Church Missionary Society is requested to station one of theit doctent cy 
Kerman; ‘woreover, the promises of pecuniary support to. the hospital whieh i being 
built are large, 

To tum to more general questions, his Excelleney the Ala-ul-Mull, who was 
Ambassador at St. Petersburgh and Constantinople, has been dismissed, and h successor, 
his Highness Aziz Ulla Mirza, Zafar-u-Saltana, is on his way to Kerfuant Deputy, 
Phe recently reached the capital of the province, has called on me, and is extremely 
friendly. 

He professes to entertain strong feelings of dislike and contempt for Russi, which 
read Gr, may not be sincere: in any caso, the speaker would conceive that they Were cack 
lated to prove to me the friendliness of his feelings. 

Respect for the Government is at a low ebb in this part of Persia, as when I called 
th the Acting Governor-General, he read me out a telegram from the Slabs announcing 
rma. a tcopard had fallen to the Imperial rifle, and that. every Governor must pay 20 (6 
oward the head keeper. 

My fiend, after reading the message, said that he did uot propose to pay this sum 
Cut of his own pocket: consequently, I understood his meaning wen, a few deyy alter this 
conversation, a wine-shop was raided, and its owner fined the above eum, 

To resume—never in my recollection, my Lord, has the country been, more unsafe 

























it to its condition at the 

nts of any description been 

ver it as regularly as ever. 
Thave, &. 

(Signed) J. RASINO. 


‘The condition of the ‘Tehran-Kum road is in no way 
time of your Bxcellency's last jouriey over it, 
made by the postal authorities, ‘The 
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No, 79. 














Sin A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 20.) 





(No. 37) 
My Lord, 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, und 





‘Tehran, March 12, 1903, 
1, a despatch from His 







































y A mUiee aL the n of South-East than at present, the fact being that the lawless element is now armed with Martini rifles, is 
Mujesty’s Consul nt Kerman on the subject of the political condition of South-Eastern Te vag Ballin in frou cams srethem aeh Mart ie 

erthd akin thee ‘J, whose slaugliter by the Shah formed the pretext for the raular Abbas road, their latest exploit being to kill a British Indias subject and vourd 

levying of the tax described by Major Sykes, was presented by His Majesty as « special his servant, 







mark of favour to Lord Downe, ‘The local authorities, however, with their invariable friendliness, 


special oficial to exact retribution aid compensation, 
On the Yead roud, a year ago, a member of the Church Missionary Society was 
{bbed, and hitherto no one has been punished ; the storekeeper of the Central, hora, 
telegraph line has been robbed quite recently in the same district, and, unless the Persian 
Government be moved to take strong action, I anticipate constant. trouble on this seo 
of the line, 
Persia, my Lord, resembles a lemon which has already been squeezed by hand, but 
hich is now in a lemon-squeezer. Side by side with the rapid rush 10 bankruptey, which 
is, it is to be noticed, accompanied by a steady increase in taxation, the people are 
fredually earning European ideas of order and justice, which state of affairs weal augur 
il for the declining yeurs of the present Shab, were it not that the paralyzing blight of 
Blum smoking is steudily sapping the energy and vitality of all classes in the moribund 


ingdom of Persia. 
Thaye, &. 
Signed)” P, MOLESWORTH sYKES. 


See 


(1617) 


are deputing a 
T have, &e, 


(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 













































Inclosure in No. 79, 














downe. 





Consul Sukes to the Marquess of Li 
No. 2, 
My Tord, Kerman, February 28, 1903, 
“US the present despatch, T propose to give m impressions of the political situation 
in the Provinces of Kerman and Persian Baluchistan, 
nice writing my list despatch in 1900 events in Persia have moved forward at 
considerable rate, and, generally speaking, not to our advan Bat this part of the 
coutiy seems to be little aflected by events, such as the loan, and the management by 
Belgian officials of the Customs, whereas British activity on the Baluchistan frontier pros 
duces its full effect in Kerman, 
During the winter of 190 
Persian side of the frontier only 
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1902 a raid on a somewhat large seale was made from the 
to be repulsed with severe loss on the British side, and a 















61 





60 












The fact of so large a portion of the capital and ihe totality of the reserves being 
retained in London is a strong feature, 


cfangebereant points in the working of the Bank, from a political point of view, 
are as follows -— 






i If the latter 
ittee of the Hong Kong and Shanghae Banking Company. 
oe eaie RcesaGe only acess Siretorabp, but to come out to Telan 
sonally study the business and prospects of the Bank, I believe that his view 
ry lier Hose oeaabon te aleutaipys Voth ome telaserey Hie Mapa 


Government. 


















(A.) The issue of notes, by which it practically controls the currency in ‘Tehran 
T have, &e. : 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 






(B.) The advances to the Government, These, politically, are of very great value, 
the most effective action that can be exercised over the Persian Gora 















‘These advances, which are frequently made 
to bigh personages about the Court, Provincial Governors, &c,, although hating 1 oe” 
Fly beyond the siguatures of the borrowers and their guarantors, have, during the expe: 
Fiance of more than thirteen years, proved to be sound, and being generdlly granted 
ut § Sood deal of caution, have so far occasioned no losses, It neell searcely be sagen 
erat ti Bite a considerable hold over influential dignitaries and Ministers, “Che seea 
i ese loans to individuals has been to reduce tho rato of interest from Of ed 
te Per cents the charge of native bankers, to 12 per cent, below whieh it i dilienl, 
te"ork on account of the heary exchange risk due to the’ enormous iluctuations ie 
the price of silver in London, Interest is allowed on deposits nt. 6 per cent, and 
in some cases higher. Native and Armenian bankers allow interest at 12 per cent, int 
account current, 


Inclosure in No. 80. 









Memorandum. 

























(A.)—Imperial Bank of Persia. 


























‘THIS Bank was founded in 1889 in virtue of a Persian Concession and a British 
Sa il paid up was 1,000,000/., subsequently reduced by the writing-off of losses, 
principally in exchange and silver, to 650,000 

‘By the terms of the Charter there is a 
paid-up capital, ; 

e vital be increased to 3,000,0001. ' . 
Bie ay lene NL cual guanied 
vetalli ve of 83 per cent. % 
as aor ieae ‘of the note issue varies from 250,000/. to 300,0001., four-fifths 
DHE RI SION oak gheahcedic te teak cach 
id-up capital. eh ue 

it stu oil cova 



























bility in ease of insolyeney equal to the 









(B.)—The Russian Bangue d’ Escompte de Perse, 








A {mall Russian Bank was founded tere about a year after the ereation of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia; badly managed, it was unuccossCal, and was on the point 
vf icing Hiquidated when M, de Witte stepped in, and, for the ake of Ries 
vege rather than with a view to serious financial operations, bought all the areag 
of the Company and handed it over to the Banque d'Rtat to manage, 

Hater events proved the value as a political acquisition of these shares, ‘The 
rage ucrermment, finding itself in financial straits. after. the exhaustion of the 
tate Shal's accumulations, applied, in the Gret place, to England, and nest to grace 
and Russia, for assistance in the shape of a loan, 

Unfortunately, the Stock Exchange, greatly indisposed by the Lottery Conéemion ince 
Gent, took an erroneous view of thesituation. In 1893 the Tobaceo Corforation nag liguie 
fated, and its rights extinguished by means of a Persian Government loan of B00 o0u¢ g 
rset fepavable in forty years, but redeemable at any time. Practically, the shares 
tolders of the Corporation received bonds of the loan in payment, bul an isa of the Joan 
Tremmace it London. It was a failore in consequence of the opposition of influentit 
Titles Ton at, Stock Hxchange; the bonds were refused a quotation, and were dealt 

low as 6O—an entirely unjustifiable depreciation, 
Jf was thought that the Persian Government would be greatly coneerned at this 
check, but in point of factit did not realize that it had received ¢ check: wt all, and 
rad it A0y ease have cared little about it. It hed paid ita debts in bone oh what 
xan ed fe pay interest, and eventually capital, as an fact it did. If holdore three es 
sell their bonds at a loss it was their business. 

ron whole loss of the depreciation on the shares fell on tho English shareholders of 
the ‘Tobacco Corporation, 

‘When the proposal to. float a loan for Persia was mooted, the Stock Exchange 
Oran the Copy arms, and threatened to make such a loan impossible, either ix Leste 
‘or on the Continent, 
























Operations of the Bank. 








‘The Bank— 


ONC CR aerial 
,) takes deposits and discounts bills; ae 

i panel foreign exchange and imports silver for coinage; 

(d.) makes advances to the Government 

(e.) mukes advances to private individuals, 

































‘The results of the working of the Bank have been satisfactory excepting the heary 
silver loss in 1895, and its position is sound in every respect, 
‘Tho profits have been, 40 far— 

















Septomber 1690 
4 NBO 
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INCGNGTESDESo Glos caoT 







OF these protits— 


75 per cent, are made in Tehran, which holds about one-third of the capital. 
cent, at Persian branches, ‘ 
fer aah ty Enea, tate Max one bat of he capital and all the reserves. 






the British Government was not prepared to take a new departure and guarantee or 
advange money for Persia, 3 

‘Vhe Russian Government then appeared on the scene, and granted a loan to Persia 
of some 2,200,000. throngh the Banque d'Escompte de Perse, or, as it was then called, 
the Banque des Préis, repayable in seventy years and redeemable in ten on the security 
of the entire customs of Persia, except those of Pars and the Persian Gulf, with control 

¢ of default. A finaneial condition was inserted in the contract precluding Persia 
from elfecting a similar operation in any other country but Russia till this loan was 
reileemed, but no other direct political advantazes were asked for, 

The payment of arrears of debi, the journey of the Shah to Europe in 1900, and 
the usual Persian leakage and extravagance soon exhausted the funds which should have 
been entirely employed in reorganizing the national finances, and a new loan of 
1,000,0U04, lind therefore (o be concluded with the Banque d’Escompte in the spring of 
1902 on, the same terms as that of 18100, 

No direct political conditions were attached to this operation, but its practical price 
was the Russo-lersian Commercial Declaration of October 1901, together with the 
grant to the Russian Bank of @ road Concession which will eventually be developed into 
a railway hetyeon Julfa and Kazvin, vit Tabria, aa 

Hxcept for the iswe of notes, which is the monopoly of its English rival, the 
business of the Banque d’Bscompte de Perse is similar to that of the Imperial, but its 
sole shareholder is the Russian Government, and its loans, as distinet from its advances 
on current account, are provided wither by the Russian Treasury or the Emperor's privy 
pure, It, however, does paynbroking business and trades in Russian goods, the latter 
so successfully, owing to its Government backing, that it is fast driving all other traders 
in them, even Russians, out of the field 

‘To nitive traders who import ouly Russian goods the Banque d’Excompte makes 
udvinices hiclow 12 per eent,, viz, 10 per cent. and sometimes per cent., but its charges 
for sinall loans or pledyes are generally a good deal higher than those of the Imperial 
Bank, 





No, SL, 


Sir A, Haridinge to the Marquess of Lunsdowne—(Received April 20.) 


0.) 


My Lov, 


nith's returns showed that plague was 

decrease both at Bombay and at Kurrachee, It 
would he best that Lshould send him an official communication giving onr views and 
Anrumedita on the whole question, which would serve asa basis for a discussion hetween 
M, Vnssott'ond himself, 

1 hnrdly think in the meantime that the Grand Vizier will incur fresh immediate 
cxponditure ‘on quarantine arrangements, He has not enough to pay for the most 
imperative needy of Government, let alone such supertiuous luxuries as this politico- 
sanitary cordon, 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, LARDINGE, 


Tnelosure in No, SL 
Sir 4. Hardinge to the Atabeg-ivclsan. 


Your Highness, Tehran, March 28, 1903. 
ON ‘the 1th September, 1901, I hind the honour to invite the attention of his 

Execlleney Mushir-ed-Dowleh to the proceedings of the officers in charge of the 

quarantine cordon, as reported to me by Surgeon-Major Duke in Khorassan, and to 
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intimate that although I had as yet. no instructions to demand its withdrawal, and was 
anxious to avoid oceasioning any difficulties to the Persian Government on that account, 
T anticipated that the complaints made by Indian traders and pilgrims might lead to a 
reonstrance on the part of His Majesty's Government, 

During His Imperial Majesty the Shah's recent visit to England the Marquess of 
Lansdowne brought this matter before your Highness, and swzzestod as a possible 
alternative to the withdrawal of the Russian officers in charge of quarantine arrange- 
ments at Karez and ‘Turbat-i Haideri the establishment of a quarantine station or 
cordon tan under an English doctor or officer, who would be responsible for the 
prevention of the entry of plague from India. 

Your Highness, in your note to his Lordship of the 30th August, observed, with 

erence to this last proposal, that the Persian Goverment did not see its utility or 
nevessity, and intended t» take steps for bringing about the suppression of the Russian 
quarantine actually existing in the Provinee of Khorassan.” 

Tam now directed by Lord Lansdowne to remind your Highness of this 
and to ask what steps have heen taken by the Persian Government to term 
qiarantine in question, 


inued 

hess’ own words, 

mend to it, 
superfluous, in 


danger of infection through Persia, 
or party of trayellers from Bombay or Kurrachee to 

reach Karez.and Turbat-i-Haideri than it would for them to reach Moscow or St. Potors- 

burgh by the ordinary route through Europe, on which no quarantine is in fore 


Moreover, even if this dinger were a real one, the presence of a quaratine cordon. in 
Khorassan would not meet it, since overland travellers could avoid the cordon and. thux 
introduee plague into Persia and through Persia into Russia by procecting to the 
northern parts of Persia vid Kerman and Yezt. If therefore a land quarantine against 
India were necessary, which [ have endeayoured to show that it is not, the station for 
purpose would have more reason for being placed, as in the Gulf ports, at the 
actual frontivr of Persia, say, at Nasratabad, in Neistan, the first Persian town ‘reached 
by Indian overland travellers, In this ease it is obvious that, ay at Bushire, an. Thdian 
‘loetor, acquainted by personal experience with the symptons and treatment’ of plague, 
vil with the language and babits of the natives of tudia, vould, on general as well as 
on mere political grounds, he the most suitable foreigner for the Persian Government to 
eiploy. 
It will be remembered that in 1897 the Government of India, plague being then 
Belnchistan, agreed to appoint, at the suggestion of the late Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
in Brazier Creagh as Medical Olficer in Seistan, with instructions to take 
ud advise such general measures of quarantine, in conjunction with the Persian 
wernor, as might seew advisable. ‘Che reappointment. of such’ an official is not. at 
present proposed by the British Government, which agrees with your Highness in thinking 
‘ht the entire withdrawal of the quarantine cordon would prove the simplest as well ag 
the least costly conrse, besides being in accordance with the principles of the Venice 
Convention to which Persia is a party, and Lord Lansdowne hax merely suguested it a8 
‘alternative to the existing arrangements, should the Russian authorities continuo to 
ttuch importance to their retention. Iu this event, it might, perhaps, be arranged that the 
psy of the British quarantine officers aud their guard in Seigtan and of the Russian oficers 
and guard in Khorassan should be wholly or partially borne by the British and Russian 
Governments respectively instead of by that of Persia, whieh, if I understand your 
correctly, regards hoth these cordons as unnecessary, andl may reasonably, 
, object to paying for them. Although I am not authorized to put forward 
Jatter suggestion, Twoulll undertake, it you wished, to recommend it to Lard Lanse 
dovne, with the further provision that health certificates issued by the doctors in charge of 
sither cordon should be reciprocally accepted as sufficient. But the British Government 
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is Majesty the Shah to 
is still of opinion that the better plan would be for that of His Majesty the SI 
dealt forthe fe 0 anole boy land quarantine satis in Eastern Perso, and to 
suggest to the Russian Gosernment,if it still fels ansiety on this score, that Indian 
aud Afghan traveller entering Transeaspi should saafy the authorities of the later 
vinee that they were not likely to bring disease into it. The conditions un ES 
Shey should do so would then be dicussed between London and. St. Petersburgh, an 
M to concern the Persian Government. ‘ 
repeal any doubt stil exist in your Highness mind as to the freedom of British 
Beluehistan from plague, I hare the honour once more to assure you offically that that 
ce (and ined, by far the greater pant of Northern Tn) is healthy, inthe senge 
cl tho (erm iv defined in Chapter IT, seston 2 of the Venice Convention, whi 
regulates land quarantine (se the notifation in Chapter 1), aud that, according to the 
provisions of tht Act, precautionary measures are theretore no lnger aplicable to it 
T would, in this conneetion, again draw your Highness! attention to the contenta 
of Chapter II, sections 8 and 5 of the Convention, which bear directly on this 
point, 


Lavail, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No. 82. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lunsdowne.—(Received April 20.) 
No. 40, Confidential.) 


y Lord, Tehran, March 0, 1903. 
T HAVE the honour to report that on receipt of your Lordship's telegram No. 19 


of the Gth March 1 spoke to M, Naus in the sense of its contents, and said that 1 should 
auldress nn offical note to bim on the subject. I observed to him that Articl 4 of the 
Ruso-Perwinn Declaration of 190) could not have annulled, and enld nat therefor be 
understood aa intending to annul, by w retroypetive provision, rights secured to a Brit 
enterprise ular the anterior guarantee of the Persian, Government, and tliat your 
Tordahip bad thought it desirable, go as to avoid all possiblity of misuntersanding, tha 


should make this point quite clear. By « rahdari,” we unilérstood, as Signatories of an 
ance Deelaeation, the various tolla formerly collectod for the of the old carer 
foutes by: or on, habia of the Persian! Government, ani eowolidated into. a tax 
22 shahis per load, under a law which had been conditionally accepted as hal 
thoir subjects by the Treaty Powers representod at Tebran, and by So nocd i the 
future tense “ne permettra eS autres fase rs understood tolls not yet 
“established,” ie, either new tolls or inereases to existing one oe 
His Kscellency relia that the Persian Goverment if the question ofthe Ahwaz— 
Isfahan tolls ever came up, which he thought unlikely, would support ¢ bis view 
(soutiendrait cette those"), and he went into the history of the negotiations about the 
Toad article with M. Goluboff, deseribing how the Russians had at first insisted that no 
fresh road concession should be given without their consent, then that the tolls on any 
road conceded by the Persian Government should be fixed by the Russian Legation, 
and, lastly, how the Article had as a compromise been cast in its present form. In 
these discussions, there had however been no intention, at any rate in the mind of the 


incontestab 

Tes cor 2 
Pe itbave he Kant iasoue ereR gooey ok cele winch T ailtromed: after the 
in€erview above deseribed, to M, Naus, His Excellency hay so far not replied to it, an 


65 


perhaps he will prefer not to enter on paper into a disquisition as to the intention and 
meaning which the Persian Government atiach to their Declaration with Russia, nor on 
the principle of «qui tacet consextire videtur,”—is it yery important that he should, 

As regards the Arabistan road, it is useless for the new Transport. Company to 
agitate for the right to levy tolls on such parts of it as are not passable for wheeled tactic, 
‘The provisions of the Declaration of 1901 must be got round in some other manner, and 
there are no great diffieultics about this. For the present, Thave pointed aut to the 
Persian Government that the new Company cannot be expected to begin work till 
Luristan and Arabistan are pacified. Some progress has beon made in this direetion of 
late, the. Lur (Barakwend) insurgents having been heavily defeated by a force, of 
Rakhtiaris, under Isfendiar Khan, whom the Government had authorized to attack them, 
whilst the Sheikh of Mohammerah, co-operating with the Bakhtiatis from the south. lng 
gained a victory over the Beni Truf rebels. A Persian prince, who is at the same. tine 
a high ceclesiastie, rather shook his head when I expressed satistuction at this 
intelligence as good news for the Persian Court, and observed that for the disasters te 
the Shal’s troops to be retrieved by semi-independent Chieftains of doubtial hdelity was 
4 proof of impotence and helplessness in the Central Government, which was almest aa 
bad as a fresh defeat, 

The new Transport Company have appointed Mr. Hyacinth Rabino, our Ero-Consul 
at Kermanshah, to be Manager of the northern section of their busiiess, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR U1, HARDINGE, 


ee 
Tnelosure in No, 82, 


Sur A, Hardinge to M, Naus, 


M. le Ministre, Téiéran, te 21 Mars, 1 

LA nouvelle Société pour exploitation de la route do PArabistan, avisée 
suite des explications que votre Excellence m’a données au mois de Janvier der 
que le Gouvernement Persan ne pouvait, en raison de Article -4 de la Déclh 

Vautoriser h prélever des taxes, saut pour Pusage de po 
Par elle, sur les trongons non carrossables de cette yoie, a 
istire des Affaires Etrangéres i Londres si cette interdiction s'étondait 
jalementit la route Abwaz—Isfahan pour l'exploitation de laquelle Mr. Lynch, wi de sos 
Principaux fondatours, est associé aux Khans des Bakhtinis. 

I luta été répondu que des droits dgja garantis a une entroprise Anglaise on 

ut dun accord intervenu entre le Gouvernement Persan et la Légation d'Analterre 

éran ne pouvant étre annulés par un arrangement postérieur entre ln Porse of 

une troisidme Puiasanee, sans le consentement préalable ot explicite du Gouvemminent 

Pitmnique, V Article précité ne visait évidemment que des nouvelles taxes h ctabli, 

exception bien entendu de celles dites de Rabari, eest-U-dire, des taxes pou 

Mentretien des voies publiques, autrefois pergues partout pour lo compte dol tat ot 
consolidées il ya deux ans sous Ta forme d'un droit de 22 sliahis par’ charge p 
fur T-Adiministration des Douanes a la froutidre sans Gard A Ia distaner parcout 

Ve Marquis de Lansdowne a jugé opportun, afin d'eartor tout malentendu, do 
Suamuniquer ce qui préeide au Gouvernement Impérial do Perso ot de lai notifies que 
C'est dans ee. sens que le Gouvomement de Sa Majesté Britannique interprote 
[tticle de la Déclaration analogue qu'il m’a autorisd d signer lo 0 Rovere Se 
Seigneurie est d'ailleurs persundéo que les Ministres de Sa Majesté lo Schult recone 
Gulront sans peine que toute moditication de In Concession négociée en faveur du 
sap Chugh et garantie par les Déclarations du Sadr Azam ot du Mushired-Dowlch, 
fine Octobre et du 19 Décombro, 1897, devra, daprds toutes les rogles de Véquite 

jet d'une nouvelle entente entre Les dew patties, 

Comme c'est avee votre Excellence que j'ai eu Thonneur de trait 
questions se rattachant au nouveau rég 
avoir rcours i elle dans ce but, en la 
que mon Gouvernement m'a chargé de 
VAttabeg.i-Azam, 


par 


de nombreuses 
me commercial, je me permets encore une fois 
priant de bien Vouloir porter les observations 
Jui faire bla connaissance de son Altesse 


Je profite, &e. 
(Signé) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE 
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M, Lionozoff maintained that his contract with the Persian Government had been 
Fitinted by an act by the other party to it, independent of his own will, the Persian 
Government would have to proceed against him in the Russian Courts, where it is not 
certain that they would win their ease, 

Tt is clear, therefore, that we are justified in asking for a collateral and subsidiary 
sveurity, and T have already pointed out this to M, Naus, who admits the justice of my 
contention. 

‘oon as I gathered from your Lordship’s telegram of the 29th instant that there 
prospect of the arrangement desired by the Grand Vizier being made by the 
ielp of His Majesty's Government, I gent a message to him yesterday evening through 
‘Abbas Kuli Khan, saying that although T could as yet make him no promise, I thought 
itere was every disposition in London to help him, and that 1 might soon be authorized 
to diseuss details with M. Naus, His Highness, who was in a very despondent mood, 
had a long conversation with Abbas Kuli Khan on the general political situation, with 
nce to the renewed attacks of the Court party, which have, during the last 

few days, become itch more threatening to his position, 

Thnve the honour to inelose a copy of a Memorandum by Abbas Kul 
this interview 5. but it must be remembered, in noting the account of the 
the Hakim-ul-Mulk to. M, Viassoff, that the former Minister is the Atabeg’ 

and that Nis tl ription of the language used by him is the report by 
Hof what a Russian told him had been said by another Persian, and may there» 
fore not reproduce with absolute accuracy the conversation which actually took place. 

Tshould add that my Russian s, from what he has said to. me, evidently 
imdor the impression that the Grand Vizier's position is somewhat seriously shaken, and 
that he may at any moment anticipate dismissal by resignation. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inelosure in No, St. 


Memorandum communicated by Abbas Kuli Khan to Sir A. Hardinge. 


Tnterview with the Atabeg-i-Azam. 


TCOMMUNICATED your message about the Caspian Fishery to the Atabeg-i- 

Azan, is Highness requested that you would urge His Majesty's Government to get 

the wntier settled as soon as possible, as the Persian Government is in great pecunia 
ticilties, He said he would tell M, Naus to communicate to you the details of th 
ishery Contract 

Th delivering your message T took the opportunity of asking privately whether there 
‘wus any truth in the recent rumours about the Court intrigues against him. He said that 
these rumours ought not to st uainted with the Court opposition which 
Tia recently become stronger than. i-Darbar is trying to turn against 
Din the Ain-ul-Dowleb, the Amir-Hebiidue and other courti 

‘The Atabex also said that M, Vlassoff, who hnd had un interview with him to-day, 
told hin that a few days ago the Vazir-i-Darbar called on him, and after expressing his 
friendship with Russia, said in the course of conversation that if he had heard that he 
(Vazirsi-Darbar) was frien lly with. England this was not the ease, since he knew very well 
(it a Constitutional Monarchy like England could not be of any help to him, and 
though the Mint was, last year taken away from him at the suggestion of the Russian 
Legation, le was welledisposed towards the Russian Government, and was earnestly 
looking forward to an opportunity when he evuld xivea proof of his friendship by rendering 
some service to Russin. 

‘Dhe Ryssinn Minister had replied that the Mint question was an internal affair of 
Peraii, which rio. Legation could interfere with, bit, with regard to the other question, he 
inust Hot suppose that Russia, although not ‘alvays agreeing on political points with 
Englands was hostile to that country, the Sovereign of which was a near relative to the 
Czar, 

His Lighness turthe that, notwithstanding these intrigues, there was no 
coolness yet between hin and the Shalt but sooner or later he would be obliged to resign, 
bu aceuuit of the financial difficulties aud the Stiul’s extravagance. 

He also said that he as bent on keeping the promise which he made in London to 
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Lord Lansdowne in your presence and mine, viz., that he 

J nine, viz, that he would not contract a fur 
Russian loan, s& this would mean the alienation’ of the sovereign vghte of Persia Se 
fr, he anid, he bad not acted a traitor to his country, but should he continue in office 
under the present circumstances, he might be driven to do so by the insatiable «i é 
courtiers and the extravagance of the Shah. hee as 


Tehran, March 80, 1903. cd) STEN 





No, 85, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 20.) 
(No. 43.) 
My Lord, 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the 
Persia, 


Vehran, March 31, 1908. 
usual monthly summary of events in 


T have, & 
ned) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


$< — 


Inclosure 1 in No, 85, + 


Monthly Summary of Bvents in Persia not reported in separate Desputches. 


Tehran. 


cy, HE, Stith received the Diplomatic Body on the 28rd instant, at the usual No 
Suan, after which the Austrian, Belgian, and British Ministers were received in private 
quince bs His Majesty. The latter prevented tothe Shah a Persian translation of the 
Bible on Uehalf of the British and Foreign Ville Society, which had requested hin accepts 
aves of this git during his recent visit to, Bugland, “At the reception of the Porstan 
ails two dys later the Goancialdifeulis ia whieh ths country now finds itself were 
lustrated by the fact Mt e ial atuity of on eacl 
iMostrated by hat the usual gratuity of 5 tomans. to each was reduced! to 
jfte usual New Year changes in Governorship have not been numerous, 
Trgt ingortant provinces, are concerned. Besides those aleady reported, 
ishiness Prince Muvassir-ed-Dowleh succeeds Zahr-ed-Dowleh us Governor of 
deran 5 but will not proceed to his post, pref Ear He lice os 
iwinister his province through a deputy. 


as fav 
Royal 
Zi veh wen 
ring to retain lis place at Court and to 


Bushire, 


‘The Salar-ieMuavzem has been confirmed as Governor n 
el f Bushire for the year 


Mis Majesty's ship * Renown” arrived on the Ist ulti fe 
cay gts Yearly oan ie Ist ultinio, and left for Bombay after a 
‘aieh+bin-Ibrahim and the family of Yusuf-bin-Ibrahim (the note y 
Chief of Koweit) lett eereettrinn for Jeddah on the 20th ee pele eee us 

ion has been effected between Haji Ali Kuli Khan, Dept er i" 

Lusstan, and Bakar Khan, Deputy Governor of Ishkanan, the I fee Me eens ; 
dover “ut revenues for the Geladar, Ishkanan, and Shib Koh districts, Be 
he Arabistan Customs have been separated from Bust and placed direct under 


Aiizans and M. Waffelaert has been appointed Director-General of the Customs. of 


Sule itar akhtian’ is said to have resigned in favour of his brother, Shehiab-es. 


‘The prospects of the erops on the Karun are good, but rain will be 
fe17) 


is required before 


rn 








7 


Seistan, 


‘The most exaggerated rumours are current with regard to Colonel McMahon's 
mission, the nature of which has been grossly misrepresented by means of certain Mollah 
friends of the Russian Consul, with the object of creating bad feeling arnong the masses, 

he new telegraph line, which has now reached Sarbisha, is being hurried on by the 
Russian Consul ; 1,000 camels were impressed by the orders of the Deputy Governor and 
sent to Neh, This caused many traders, who feared that their camels would be seized, to 
escape to Quetta. 

It is said that the Hashmat-ul-Mulk has offered 50,000 tomans, instead of 
24,000 tomans this year, for the Governorship of Seistan, but has asked that the Yamin- 
ieNizam may be removed, 

‘he latter aa Nima to have tae a bid for the Governorship. 

‘The Russian Consul is reported to be trying to buy land and houses by private 
contract in different parts of Seistan. ‘The owners of the Jand have refused to sell, as land 
ini Seistan is Crown property. 

‘fhe Rusaian bank at Meshed is said to he opening seven shops at Nasratabad, 

‘Phe Russian Consul left on the 14th ultimo. It is stated that he is going to Koh 
Malik Siah, 


Meshed, 


he report that a large force of Cossacks had come to Pul-isKatun appears to 
be untrue, 

‘A Secret Agent reports that the Governor and Karguzar at Persian Sarakhs are the 
obedient servants of the Russians, who appear to do as they please there, 

‘The Nayer-ed-Dowleh has been reappointed Governor-General of Khorassan and 
Seistan for the coming year, 

His position is one of great difficulty, and in view of the great Russian pressure on 
him he has helped us in way in which few Persians of his position would have done. 
Ho is rich, related to the Shab, and is of some independence of thought and feeling; and 
he may be trusted to offer some resistance to the Russian efforta to bring Khorassan under 
their own domination, He attributes his reappointment to the influence of the British 
Leyation, for which he is very grateful. 

‘Phe Kerez Avent reports that Captain Yas, in. command of the quarantine cordon at 
‘Vurbat-icHaidari, is shortly to be relieved by Captain Butkin. 

‘The Secret Agent at Sarakhs states that he has heard trom w reliable source that the 
Russians are making secret preparations to build a railway from Tajend to Sarakhs, which 
will be curried on to Seistan vid Pal-i-K hatun. 

Dolonel Whyte reports that there can no longer be ‘much doubt that a deliberate 

pt is about to be made by the Russians to impose quarantine in Khorassan against 

‘and Mfighaniatin, As no news of any kind has reached Meshed of any sickness in 

jghanistan, the move ean ouly he a political one, 

‘The Russian authorities at Kushk have lately been treating Afghans coming to 
Russian territory with extraordinary favour} the Passport and Customs Regulations are not 
deiins enforced against them, and their claims and disputes are almost invariably decided 
in their favour, In Khorassan, on the other han, signs are not wanting that Russian 

trigue is at the bottom of the brutal way in which Afghans have been treated by the late 
Karguzar of Turbat-ieHaidari, the chief centre of Afghan trade in the province. But the 
only fleet which their intrigues appear to bave had has been to make the A 
closer tous, ‘The Ameor has recently sent fre 

nor of Herat has not only 

deen keeping Colonel Whyte informed of the attempts of the Russians to establish direct 
rolations with him, but has met their attempts by asking him to write to them on his 
behilf, 

These occurrences have doubtless incensed the Russians against the Afghans, and 
they hoped to be able to he revenged on the latter through the hitherto subservient 
Persians, ‘The Governor-General, however, since his confirmation in his otfiee, has been 
showing great courage in «questions i i the Russians are concerned ; and when the 
Russian Consul-General applied, as usual, for funds for the quarantine cordon for the 
coming year, the Nayer-ed-Dowleh niet tl st with a flat relusal, saying that he had 
no finds at his disposal and inviting him to refer the matter to Tehran, In accordance 

s advice, lie has sent a strong telegram to the Grand Vizier, urgi 
to obiain the withdrawal of the Russian officers and troops employed on the cordon. 
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The Meshed agent of the Kaykaz and Mercury Carrying Company is said to be 
endeavouring to engage transport for the carriage of a large quantity of Russian goods, 
id to be lying at Askhabad, to Seistan. He is also alleged to be trying to engage 
permanently 100 mules, to form a caravan which will move regularly between Meshed and 
‘an, for the convenience of Russian merchants who may wish to trade in Seistan, 
‘The surgeon of the Consulate-General has been sent to attend the Commandere 
in-chief of Herat, whose eyes are seriously affected. The Government of India has agreed 
to his going either to Kafr Kila or to Herat. be 


Kerman, 
eral of the Khans of Bam have frequently requested Major Sykes to represent 


the fact that they are anxious to learn English. 


hey Keep up a constant communication with Kerman, and supply most of the 
officials for Beluchista Hb 


The Chureh Missionary Society is anxious to extend its work into Seistan, and Major 
Stkes has written to the Society’s Persian Secretary, Mr, Stileman, suggesting that Bam 
t he a stepping-stone, 


Major Sykes considers that a medical missionary in Bam might have a more extended 
influence than a clergyman who merely taught 
Shiraz, 
(NiL] 
Tapahan, 


[Nil] 
Tehran, March 31, 1908, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 85. 


No‘es by Liewtenont-Colonel Whyte on Russian Military Movements in Trans-Caspia for the 
week ending February 28, 1908. 


‘THE following information has been furnished by newsewritors:— 

February 7.—21 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad ¢ 
4 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia, ee 

February 8.—2 guns and 84 boxes of ammunition passed through Krasnovodsk in 
thedirection of Asha; 48 waggon-londs of supplies ware dapatched from Krasnovodsk 
inthe d Ashkubad, 

February 10.—81 Cossacks arrived at Krasnovousk from Russia, 

Hebruary 1L—15 Consacks uid 85 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on th 
wav to Russia; 17 waggon-loads of supplies and 8 wagyonslonds of elo 
dispatched from Krasnovdsk in the direction of Asbkabuds  * % “thing. were 

February 12.—600 boxes of ammunition passed through Krasnovedsk in. th 
dlinvetion of Ashkabad ; 9 infantry passed through Krasnovodek on their way to Russia 

February 13.—6 Cossacks ‘and 14 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in. the 
dincction of Astikabad ; 12,(00 boxes of dried bread have passed through Krasnovorlsk 
in she direetion of Ashkabad during the week ending the 13th February, 

(Signed) JB NNTB, Liewtenant-Cotouet 
lis Britannic Majesty's Acting Co ln , 
Meshed, February 28, 1903, ee eae ee 


——————— 
Tnclosure 8 in No, 85. 


Notes by Lieutenant-Colonel Wiyte on Russian Military Movements in Trans-Caspia for the 


‘week endiny Mareh 7, 1008. 


‘THE following: information hus been furnished by newsewriters 
toy qhtbruary 141 infantry passed throuzh Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabac 
{luiautry passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia; 40 boxes containing 


Tiles and” 118 boxes of am itivt se 3h vi it irectis 
Pers ununition passed through Krusnovodsk in the direction ot 








7 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction 
Fehruary V6.—G6 infantry and 7 Cossacks pasced throvgh Krasnc on 
Gf Asbhabial; 25 infantry passed theovzh Krasnovodske on their way to. Rssin; 52 
waggon-londs of supplies and todder were dispatched from Krasnoyodsk in the direc 
cee ty 18-3 waggon-lonls of clothing were dspatched from Kmusnovodk in the 
rection ot Ashkubad. 4 _ . 
saree rari 20.88 infancy recruits passed rough Krainorodsk inthe direction of 
Ashkabad; 7 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia. =e 
February 13h ons fall of Cossacks passed through Asbkabsid in the direction 
nN (Signed) J.B. WHYTE, Liewtenant-Coionel, 
His Britaunic Majesty's deting Consul-Generat. 
Meshed, March 7, 1908. 


Tnolosure 4 in 


Noten by Liewtenant-Colonel Whyte on Russian Military Movements in Trans-Caspia for the 
¢ reek ending March V4, 193. 


‘TL following information has heen furnished by newsswriters — 
Eee 350 boxes of ammunition chages of clothing passed thr sl 
ynith sed through Krasnovodsk in 


‘ " gh Krasnovodsk on their way 
I 43 infantry passed through Krasnovod r 
to Russia; boxes of ammunition were dispatched frou) Krasnovodsk in the 
direction of Ashkabad, ~ ' * 
a ebruury 24.—2 guns, 94 boxes of ammunition, and 17 waggon-loads of dried bread 
ene dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the dircetion ot AshKabad. é 
wee ajay Qha-48 intuity au 85 Cossacks passed through. Kresoosodsk i he 
direotion of Ashkabad ; 5 waggou-loads of supplies, 1 w load of clothing, and 
boxes of animunition were dispatched from Krasnovodsk to Ashki 
«i ob Cossucks jassell throught Krasnovodsk inthe 
direction of 4 ae if i i "2 Are boxes of a 
ispatclied from Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad. . < 
a iy 2788 inanbey ah Cowachs. jet the ah Krasnovudsl an the 
rection of Ashkabud; & infantey passed th ie vodsk on their way to Russia. 
Melon etait : 4, B, WILY'TE, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting ConsuleGeneral. 
Meshed, March Vb, 1908. 





No. 86. 
Sir A. Hardinge (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 20.) 


we mat Tehran, aes 31, 19038, 
UT MY telegrams Nos, 39 and 40 ot the 2ist and 24th instant will have given your 
Lordship the lites news obtainable here as to the progress of the Han arbitra 
Inve the honour to inelose herewith a translation af the telegram from the Yen 
Azam to the MabgeinAzam to whic reference was made in my telegram No 40. 
‘AS Lstated in that telegram that T would do, L have spoken strongly to M. Naus 
tout the tactlesness snd dseourtess displayed by M. Maurice in seizing, came 
belonging to the Government of India, and have said that {felt sure that M. Varies 
use tHat he ha! been ordered to get thus by his Chief was not in agreement 
se Ue paealcuty pst Re hal taayusted M. Mautice some mouths ao, withoat 
reference (0 Colonel MacMahou's Mission, to prohibit the esport of grain from Seist 18, 
but lithe considered. that he had eave improperly in interpreting this general 
instruetion as authorizing him to teat without consideration » special Mission to which 
he had hewn ordere o show all respect and allow vvery possible faciity. | He woul 
ite to call Minto one ("le euppeler& Pordze” was Mi Naas exact phrase) and he 
should transfor him, a step he had fong been contemplating, elsewhere. He added that 
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if I were writing on this subject to His Majesty’s Government he hoped T would mention 
that he had expressed to me his regret, which he did, for this unfortunate incident, 

Thear that all sorts of rumours have been spread among the Persians, no doubt 
inspired from Russian sources, that we mean to divert the course of the Helmund, annex 
Minnkangi, and so forth. It is, perhaps, under the influence of these rumours that the 
Grand Vizier has addressed to me a note, of which I have the honour to inclese a transla 

a, and whieh reminds me in somewhat confused language that the Persian Govern: 
ment ean only accept the Arbitrator’s Award on condition that it maintains the 
ldsmidt line, 1 have not thought it necessary to auswer this communication, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR I, HARDINGE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 86, 
Yemin-i-Nizam to Atabeg-i-Azam, 


Camp Bastek, March 28, 1908, 
ceived your Excellency’s orders both en elair and in eypher. 
‘The English Commissioner with escort arrived at Miankangi on the 16th, 
Preparations for their reception were made on the Helmund border, Soldiers with 
uisic and led horses were sent out to meet them officially, Notwithstanding the few 
ticles we have with us the reception went off most satisfictorily and according to. the 
ity of the Imperial Government. In accordance with my orders 1 have already given 
and will give them every assistance, x 
Major MacMalion, the Commissioner, offers his respects and congratulations through 
ne to His Majesty the Shah, and thanks His Majesty for the good-will shown by the 
Persian officials, ‘ 
With regard to the complaints there has been some mistake, and therefore there is no 
need for apology. Up to the present the Persian Commissioners have carried out their 
tluty, and therefore nobody. can have any complaints oF any proof of auch complaints, 
Besides the persons I have already reported, there are Major Douglas, the Military 
Mtaché to the British Legation, who is leaving shortly for ‘Tehran, Captain Webb-Wate, 
‘ernor of British Beluchistan, and some other Satdars, Khans, and Nobles. of 
Boluchistan, 
1 hope everything will be done to the satisfaction of the Imperial Government, and 
that the rights anid the frontier of Persia will be protected and tn 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 86, 
Alabeg-i-Asam to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(‘Translation,) ‘Tehran [received March 10, 1908), 
THOUGH the Foreign Office, in their two notes dated the 2nd und 9th November 
lost addressed to the British Legation, have explained the duty of the Helmu 


Commission and stated that it is not to be contrary to. Goldsmidt’s decision, now 


the at 


issioners bave commenced the work, I, by command of His Imperial Majesty 
Wve again to remind you most distinctly tht the Persian Government will, ay 

it has already stated, accept the Co’ 

Goldsmidt’s Agreement of 187: 

you have suggested, this Com 

the object of it, i 

complaints made by 

anil to find out whi 


Tavail, &e, 





(1617) 








Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 20.) 


(No. 11, Commercial.) 

My Lord, Tehran, March 18, 1903. 
TTPHAYVE the honour to transmit herewith a eopy of a despatch from His Majesty's 

Resident at Bushire on the subject of the promulgation of the new Customs Tariff, and 

its reception by the native merchants. : 

‘The new Tariff is generally unpopular, but though the clergy of Isfahan) have 
remonstrated with the Grand Vizier against it, and it has provoked agitation at Tabreez, 
Shiraz, and Bushire, the dissatisfaction evoked by it has not taken the form of active 
Opposition, or occasioned, as at one time was anticipated, disturbances. : 

T have the honour to inclose herewith « comparative Statement by Mr. Rabino, 
‘Acting Pro-Consul at Kerminnshab, showing its probable elfect upon the trade entering 
Persia by the Turkish frontier, none of which is of course Russian. 

Tt is generally anticipated, and M, Naus himself admits it, that the increased duty 
on tea will to a great extent defeat its own object by the impetus which it will give to 
Smuggling along the extensive frontier running through wild deserts between Persia. and 
Afghanistan and India, ay E 

[was discussing the elfeets of the new ‘Tariff’ a few days ago with the Malek-ul- 
‘Najjar, one of the principal ‘Tehran merchants, who, though no friend to British interests, 
he having ben a ebiel promoter of the agitation against the ‘Tobacco Régie, expressed 
great disgust at the manner in which it favoured Rassian trade, at the expense both 
Of Persinn and of all other foreign interests. [asked him how it would affect the price 
of tea, He replied, that tea would in future be a good deal cheaper, as most of the tea 
drunk by the Persians would be smuggled, and thus pay no duty at all, and he added that 
the principal agents of the smugylers would be M. Naus’ own frontier and coastguards, 
‘This of course isn piece of Persian paradox, but Lsuspect that a substratum of truth 
underlies it, and that ina country like this, when the native officials are dishonest on 
principle, and the revenue officers are richer than the revenues, the temptations incidental 
to a high duty on an article of universal consumption will form a fruitful source of 
“mudakhi,” 

I have, Xe. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosuee 1 in No. 87. 
Larutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A. Hardinge. 


Sir, Bushire, March 2, 19 
1 HAVE the honour to forward, for your Excelleney’s information, copies of the 
inclosed letters addressed by me to the Government of India in the Foreign Department, 
Caleutta, regarding the mtroduction of the new Customs Tariff, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) C, KEMBALL, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 87. 
Liewtenaut-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, February 16, 1903. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that on the 10th instant I was officially informed by 
the Director-General of Customs in ushire that the 3 per cent. ad valorem duty 
itherto prevailing in Persia was abolished, and that a new specific Taritt would be 
ntroduced and have fleet from the 14th instant. M. Dambrain informed me that 
rinted copies of the new Tarif! had not been received from ‘ehran, but that in due 
course copies would be sent to me. Meanwhile, merchants and others could inform 
Giemselyes regarding the ariit by application to the Custom-house, 

T hiave seen a manuscript copy in French of the new Tariff, Ut is long, and 
apparently very complicated, What effect its futroduction will haye ov our import trade 
if seems futile at present to diseuss, ‘ime alone ean shiow this, but 
note that the duties on teas hay been very considerably raised, On white teas the duty 
is now 10 krans per Tabroez man of 6 Tbs. while the duty on other teas is 6 krans 
‘Tabiecz man, Roughly speaking, this may be taken to represent a duty of 60 per cent. 
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on teas imported from India, In other words, I estimate that the average price of 
Indian tea in the local bazaar will be raised from the existing price of 9 8, 7 p. por Ib, 
ander the 6 per cent. duty to 11a. 6p. per lb. under the new duty, ‘The bulk of the tea 
imported into Persia comes from India, 

With regard to cotton piece-goods, I am informed by a British merchant now in 
Bushire, whose firm does business in Bushire, Shiraz, Ispahan, and Tehran, and who his 
studied the new Tariff, that the favouritism shown to goods imported from Russin is 
apparent. He quotes the case of certain articles of white and grey shirtings which may 
he taken as typically English, on which the duty under the new ‘Tariff has been raised 
on the three classes mentioned by him and imported by his firm to 74, 8}, an 
ent. On the class of goods which may be taken as typically Russian the duty rem 
at 5 per cent, 

With regard to prints, on the two classes which he quotes, and which may be taken 
as typically English, the duty has been raised to 5} and 6} per cent., while on a class 
whieh may be taken as typically Russian the duty has been reduced to 42 per cent. I 
rive these cases of tea and coiton pieee-goods merely as examples tending to confirm 

rression which appears to exist among merchants here, that the new aril is 
directly aimed against the English and Indian trade with Persia, 

‘The duties on exports from Persia have generatly been removed by the new Tariff, 
ut itis important to note that the duty on opium exported from Persia has been cone 
siderably raised, and now stands at 20 krans per Tabreez man, The rate of exchange at 
present prevailing is 59 krans per pound sterling. Copies of the new Tariff will be 
forwarded on receipt from the Customs Department, 

T understand the Persian merchants of Bushire have sent telegrams to the Shah 
and to the Minister of Customs praying that the date of application of the new ari 
may be postponed for some months, so that their forward contracts may not be alfected. 
‘The immediate application of the ‘Tariff appears to be their chief cause of complaint 


Inclosure 3 in No. 87. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, March 2, 1908, 

IN continuation of my letter, dated the 16th February, regarding the introduction 
of the new Customs Tariff, L have the honour to report that the merchants of Bushire, 
acting in accordance with instructions received by them from Shiraz and elsewhere, are 
not clearing goods from the Custom-house, 

T understand that there is a large quantity of tea, some 2,500 cases, lying in the 
Custom-house, which arrived a day or two after the new ‘Tarill eame into force, and it 
will be difficult for the importers to clear this consignment under the new Tariff, It 
appears that the Persian merchants have received a reply from the Minister of Custon 

fusing to postpone the introduction of the new Tariff, ‘The telegram which vas 
ved in Bushire is interesting, and T have the honour to submit a copy for your 
information, 

Mr. H, A. Maclean, who has been deputed by the Board of ‘Trade to. visit Persia, 
arrived in Bushire just after the new Tariff was introduced, and will no doubt in due 
course subinit a report. showing how British trade is likely to be affocted thereby, It 
appears to be generally expected that, however other articles may be affected, the 
importation of Indian tea into Persia must be considerably checked, 


Inelosure 4 in No. 87. 


; M, Naus to the Merchants of Bushire. 
(Telegraphie,) (Undated, | 
‘OUR telegram regarding the new ‘Pariif has been received and perused, [am 
extremely obliged to you for your xowd aetion in accepting the new Tarif and the 
commands of His Majesty. ‘This is proper. In fact, looking at the matter ina just 
manner, the object in changing the old Tariff has been no other than that of easing the 
condition of the respectable merchants of the country, and 1 can solemnly declare that 
the thoughts of His Majesty are night and day engaged for the improvement of the 
anufactures of the country, and gaining a sale for them in the foreign markets for the 
comfort of his subjects, ‘To such a Shah it is incumbent upon them to be obedient 
But as regards the question, viz., that you were not aware of the making of the 
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new Tariff, that owing to the forward sales loss has been caused, and that you, therefore, 
ask for a respite, you are doubtless aware that from the date the new Tariff came into 
force not a dinar has been levied on the greater portion of exports through the frontier 
towns, Under these circumstances, how is it possible to grant postponement for three 
nionths for the enforcement of the new Tariff, considering that the present arrangement 
will cause, in reality, considerable loss, and much more so if the time be allowed ? 

Be sure that if all the revenues of the Customs are lost, no order will ever be issued 


for cancelling the commands of His Majesty 


Inclosure 5 in No. 87. 


Kenwaxsian, 
‘Tanne showing the Custom Duty on Tmports from January 21, 1902, to January 20, 


1903, according to the old Tariff, and the Amount which would be collected 
according to the new Tariff, 
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No. 88. 
‘Sir A. Hordinge to the Marquess of Larsdowne—(Received April 20.) 


(No. 12, Commercial.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, March 23, 1903. 

ON receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. 24, Commercial, of the 9th March, T 
took an carly opportunity of seeing M. Nous and informing him that His Majesty's 
Government wished to ake it clear that in their view the reference to the self-governing 
Colonies and to most-lovouted nation treatment in Article 2 of the Anglo-Persian Decla- 
ration of the 9th February, did not exclude the right of one part of the Empire to grant 

‘ential treatment to another. [said I presumed he agreed with me in holding that 

meant the “most favoured fo jon,” since he had 

seemed disinclined to admit that even E which possessed, unlike our Colonies, the 

Ht of uiegotiating Commercial Treaties with foreign States independently of the Suzerain 

or Sovereign Power, was for the purposes of commercial relations with other countries a 
“nation ” independent of Turkey, 

His Excellency, after o few moments reflection, said that, looking at the question 
offiancl, he was not disposed to dispute the correctness of my view, but that he would 
Tike to give the point consideration before finally exp an opinion, and he asked what 

present practice wa 

T said that T believed some Colonies, ecrtaint 
country preferential rights, and that as Per 
the Treaty of 1867, she would, T thought, be 
Was free at its own'diseretion to establish or remove customs harriers between. its com 
motient pasts; such, barriers had existed in, France before the Revolution between different 
French provinees, and in Spain between Castille, Aragon, Navarre, and go forth, and in 
the present day ‘France and Germany had special aris for their Colonies. ‘These 
arrangements were domestic matters, of which uo foreign State would complain so 
Tong iis it was not placed in a position of disndvantage as compared with any other. 

M. Naus said he thought Lwas sight, but that it was possible that our self-governing 
Colonics might at some future date obtain from the Crown, without separating for other 
purposes from the Empire, the right of concluding independent Commercial Treaties, and 
DF denouseing those made by the mother country, and he had, therefore, deemed it wise 
in an Azreement of a permanent character, to. provide against the possibility, which he 
‘admitted was remote, of differential treatment in them between different foreign countries, 
dis distinet from such treatment as between one portion of the British Empire and another. 
‘Whe latter, he did not think, could be objected to. 

He asked if 1 thought an exchange of notes on the subject necessary. 1 said T had 
At present no instructions to propose one, and I imagined it would be sufficient if T 
ould jnfuem Hig Majesty's Government that the Persian Government understood! and 
‘ievepted! our positio 

Th tle course of a visit which his paid me a few days later T inquired if, 
filer thipking over the matter, he had formed any fresh views upon it. He feplied that 
Ne had ot, and that he admitted the soundness of our contention. I venture to think 
that this admission should be sufficient to remove any doubts which the Colonial Oitice 
may have been induced to entertain trom a brief and misleadingly worded telegraphic 

‘ecount of the verbal arguments used by M, Naus during our earlier discussions, in 
Support of a provision in the Declaration ayainst the possible future action of a sclf 
governing Colony. 

{ should wish, before concluding this despatch, to bear witness to the very conciliatory 
spirit displayed by M. Naus in the course of our commercial negotiations, It is often 
stated that the Belgian officials in Persia are the mete instruments of Russian policy, that 
their supposed netiteal character is a convenient disguise worn till Russia is strong enough 
to dispense with their assistance and supersede them by avowed agents of her own, and 
that, in the meantime, they do all in their power to oppose and injure British interests. 
It is possible that some subordinate employés may have given occasion to suspicions of 
this nature, and it is certain that, in view of the tremendous hold over the fiscal policy of 
the Persian Government given to Russia by the loan contracts and the pledging of the 
customs to the Russian Bank or rather Ministry of Finance, the Belgian officials have 
een careful to avoid, us far as possible, any friction with the Russian Representatives. 
But M. Naus lias, on more than one eritical occasion, opposed a manful resist 
interests of Persia, to aggressive claims and demands on the part of Russia, and has saved, 
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by his firmness and ability, the Government whi i 
y 7 ent which employ’ r fons whi 
vould have still further compromised its fea BS a ease nc 


When the conclusion of a special A 

its true, tooth and nail, on the ground that it would giee Poster Geese 
which we had on the subject at the Grand Vizier's, 
instead of one; and he only came round very slowly, 
to the opinion that the balance of power thus establi 


he opposed it 
as he put it ini the debate 
two masters in commercial matters 
as the result of several talks with me, 
cumstances of this country, to the advantage rather thin otheewan or feo eee 
Government. But, once it was decided that the | ‘thing Wonanee ere 


negotiations in the most friendly and helpful eet Rae eee 


x anost fi ¢ . Te would have been easy for hi 
ng on special Tariffs comespondiag to the Tussian wif’ Bin the varouc tn 


s, cach having their own commercial system, whi 
I having xeial system, which compose the British Empi 
and perhaps altogether jeopariized, the conch Pattie Antenne 
Mintely accepted my proposal to solve the question of reciprocal duties by merely 
igual oe fans ae a nits aeG Kin ad of the general Customs Tariff now 
force there, and led in trade, not merely in the Colouies, but ia, 
itis puch more important, to the chance of most-favoured-nation Hecaneoieie 
jn al the numerous minor questions which F have had to teat with him L have alvays 
icious with respect to what he regarded as rights inter¢ 
ling ad aout met EMSC ee a 
| _l should perhaps state, with refersuee to the attitude of the Pe 
{he subject of the Augto-Perein Declaration, that the Grand Vizier hs 
fom the MushiruleMul reporting that M. de Witte and Count Lamson! had expressed 
sylesure at its coueluston. “They lind said it was ungrateful of the Grand Vid 
all. the labour expended by the Russ verament in revising theit rents, so as to 
enable Peni to inerente her revenues, to ig behind thee backs another Awre 
‘ as to give to Great Britain the conteol ove ‘Toriff rev 
ail hitherto belonged to Russia alone, and thi Pare ai ee 
somewhat shaken thei 
for them. 


vsian Government on. 
has received a despatch 


ment, the 
: jon which 
had intiwated that this proceeding had 


confidence in the sincerity of his Highness’ professed friendship 


_ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No. 89. 


8 


ir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lausitowne,—(Received Aprit 20.) 


(No. 187.) 
My Lord 

ly Lord, Py, Perit, April U4, 1903 
the Re crm a eT Danial 's telegram No, 71. of the Ant ataat Laie 
i hanaur fo 2eport thatthe Minister for Koreign Affair informs mo that orders have 


en not of El-Hasa, eancelling the appointments of Mudirs 
{ Vclieve that the intimation T have given the P. 
z ave given the Porte 
Ley will not be allowed fo land or to remain, will act 
Ug wil na nain, will act as a serious doterre 
‘ure again to suggest that. your Lordship should inform the Turkish Amb vets 


that you have taken act and not e declarations: 
rea fon act al note of he declarations mado to mo by the Sublime 
T have, &e, 


(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


that if these officials are sent 
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No. 91. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 20.) 


A. 
one Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Greorge Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Resident, Aden, to the Foreign Sceretary, Calcutta, dated the 18th April, 
relative to the Aden delimitation. 


India Office, April 20, 1903. 


Inclosure in No. 91, 
Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 


(“elegraphic.) P. Aden, April 18, 1903, 
I'l’ was hoped that great effect would be produced on the Chiefs and people of the 
Upper Yaffai when Jalela was evacuated and demarcation of the Amiri country com- 
menced, but their distrustful attitude so h no signs of improvement. T fear that 
at present the British Commissioner entering their country would be resisted. A wide- 
spread feeling of distrust has been created by the unwillingness of His Majesty's 
Government to enter into Treaties with them, and by the 'Tarks insimaating that they 
will he subjecting themselves to infidel instead of Moslem masters by their adherence 
ions may possibly be allayed after a time, 
especially if we conclude ‘Treaties wi and the Upper Aulaki, But these ‘Treaties 
will not be 50 easily concladed as they might have been last T would, however, 
again ask for permission to negotiate them if possible. Chief of Beda is now here 
for declaration of British Goverument’s intentions. I earnestly hope that 
fajesty’s Government will agree to our entering into Treaties with all the 
1 tribes. But wards Beda, 1 would further point out that, though 
c relations with ils Chief and people, and though it is wedged in between the 
Yaffui and Aulaki, it is not one of the nine tribes, and unless, before demarcation 
approaches its borders, we have some definite agreement with it, the urks are 
likely to make very inconvenient claims. Colonel Wahab and Mr, Fitzmaurice hold 
this View strongly, and are impressed with the necessily for early conclusion of these 

Treatic 
(Repeated to Viceroy, Secretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 





No. 92. 
Indiu Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 20.) 


(BY) 

TILE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary: of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram from 
the Resident, Aden, to the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, dated the 19th April, relative to 
the Aden delimitation. 


Iniia Office, April 20, 190: 


Tnelosure in No. 92. 


Resident, Aden, to Government of India, 
(Telegraphie.) is Aden, April 19, 1903. 
MAHOMED-BIN-NASIR MUKBIL, our old enemy, has been removed under an 
escurt of filty cavalry to Sana. 
(Repeated to Viceroy, Bombay, Secretary of State, and Constantinople informed.) 


es 





No, 95*. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 43.) Foreign Office, April 20, 1903. 
re p : i {feet 
ESI a ES ues ben ee by the Imperial Bank of Persia to the effec 
SR eS nierae al ping to prevent their having any share in 
tui contracts in Persia, i that they theaten’ hostile action agains 
mint contracts a, 


inne. cted their Manager at Tehran to ask for 
Tmperial Bank have accordingly instructed their Manager at Tehran. to 


‘your support, and your good offices should eles 
ee 
{1917} 


ye 
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No. 93. 


India Office to Forcign Office —(Received April 20.) 
©. 
(cern Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 7th instant, relative to the rumoured’ crention of Tuskich 
administrative posts on the El Katy Coast. 


India Office, April 20, 1903. 
————e ee 
Tnelosure in No, 98, 


Lord G. Hanilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) BP. 


India Office, Aprit 7, 1908, 
MY telegram of the 26 


Sir N. O'Conor, in view of repetition of 
ss, has obtained from ‘Turkish Minister for 
a that Mudirs will not be sont to the places 
But he desires that the movements of the officials said to be designated 
+ in question should be closely followed by the Political Resident fn the 
if, who, if they should show any intention of proceeding to El Kate, should 

sen early information direct to Constantinople, 





Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received April 20.) 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Admiralty, April 20, 1908. 

1, Adt commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. to transralt, 
for the information of the Secretary of State for Forcign Alfairs, devylies of @ tologram 
dated the 18th instant, from the Commander-in-chief East Indies, 

A copy has also been sent to the India Office, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


ee 


Tnelosure in No, 94, 
Rear-Admiyal Drury to Admiralty, 


Colombo, April 18, 1908, 
_IN view of situation at Muscat, with reference to French protection of Sultan’s 
subjects, being acute us” will be stationed there for the preset 


See 


No. 95. 


Sir d. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Reccived April 20,) 
(No. 4 
(Lelegraphic.) P, 
TH i d to take rdship's 
te 9 ye to Secure the mint 


as he cau in order to protect his 
int contract when once this is done. 
ly be more judicious to bo prudent and 





[1617] 








No. 96. 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


. Foreign Office, April 20, 1903. 
[AVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 17th instant, 
inclosing a copy ofa telegram from your Manager at ‘Tehran in whieh’he states that 
Russian influence is being exerted to absolutely foroid your having any share in the 
contract for the Mint, and that hostile action ‘against your note issue is threatened 
from the same quarter. 3 2 
Tam directed by Tord Lansdowne to inform you that he has instructed His 
Majesty’s Minister at by telegraph, to gi is support to your Manager in 
Voth these matters, although, from the tenour of telegrams ed from Sir A. 
Haxdinge, it is clear that he would be rendy to do so on his own responsibility. 
Tam, Se. 
(Signed) ‘N, If. SANDERSON. 





No, 97. 
Conail-Geneial Surith to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 


(No.9 Commercial.) 


My Lor, Odessa, April 16, 1903. 


we to the: proposed line of ste an G othe 
honour fo inform your Lordship that C hear that the Lmpecial Government are anxious. 
that the onder for tie two projected. steamers should he to the Baltic Company 
(+ Baltisoliki Zavod”) on the Vassili Tsland, etree 

ihe local nowspapers reported that for the purpose of equipping this line the 
Rtussinn Steam Navigation Company were about to raise a loan of 5,000,000 roubles 
2m,000/), but this is an exaggeration, Lami told that uot more than one-tenth of 
this sum will ho needed, 

L have, te. 


(Signed) S. SMITH. 





No, 98, 
Tutia Office to Foreign Office (Received April 22.) 


TH Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Resident, Aden, to the Government of India, dated the 21st April, relative 
to the arrival of Purkish reeruits to Hodeida, 


India Office, April 21, 1908. 


Tnelosure in N 
Resident, Aden, to the Government of Inilia, 


(Pelegraphie.) Aden, April 21, 1908. 
FIFTEEN HUNDRED Turkish troops, who, I think, must be the recruits men- 
tioned in the Secretary of State's telegram of the Sth instant, are reported by the 
Consul at Hodeida to antived there, for destination in the interior which is 
unknown. Consul promises further information later. 
(Repeated to Secretary of State and Bombay ; and Constantinople informed.) 
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No. 99, 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received April 22,) 


Sir, 

Some a India Office, April 

1092 LTH reference to my letters of the bth February and Both ahd th Merah 
1902, on the subjest of the Hrench elaim to jurisdiction over subjects of the Suiltag of 
3uiseh te yen ae babes ave been granted, Tam directed by Lord Qece 

milton to request that you will lay before the Marquess of Lag ei 

copy ofa felegram from the Government of India, dated ho 10th Ree 
action of the French Consul at Muscat with respect to the arrest by tho olin of tee 


Sulian of three Arab dhows, flying the Fre i 
au e Arab dhows, flying the French flag, which broke quarantine at, 


It is necessary at the outset 
heen intrusted by the 
Tt will be within Lord 


the French 
‘iction; and 
Is Act to exercise sur- 


\ ss 6th April, 1902, an understanding he re uti ty a 
a Briti'h Governments is assu ned to the following aifes ae ie iy Sie 
protec shore or in the territorial waters of Muscat is claimed by the frenoh 
ear anbiee sof the Sultan of Museat, who hold’ Fron ch papers, 
ultan’s territory thoy are @ regan ia 
rin the n's territory thoy are to he regarded as subject ta his 
hon, it is true, has hitherto abstained fi tis i 
snaeeals am yh lo abst rom committing himsel 
oe a eeoree : lainilton to be inconsistent both with his own statement to Maj Cox 
On the view of His Majesty's Government expressed in Lond Lansdowne's not 
Lond La {hese citewmstances Lord George Hamilton will he glad to be informed if 
Tit Lansdowne is prepared to agree in the line of action which the Government of 
din desire to adopt. dg asiig ae 
The telogi ed in the mangi T 
Vieoaythe telegram quoted in the margin has, meanwhile, beon addvossed to the 
__ Lhave, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALEPOLE. 


————<— 
Inclosure 1 in No. 99, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamition, April 16, 1903, 
[See India Office, April 17,] 
——— 
Inclosure 2 in No. 99, 
Lord G. Hanilton to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic) P, 
‘waphic) 2, India Office, April 20, 1903. 
ae poe ees eae ra bee ee from Pane and ¥0 pea to 
on from him on the subject of the French flag-holders, 
1 on tho part of our Political Agent tending to aggravate the Won te va 


a crisis would be peculiarly unfort shile His Majesty i 
ou Qu eulinrly unfortunate while His Majesty is visiting Park 
ould be avoided pending the expected communication from tle Reta arent 


eee 
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No. 100. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdcune—(Receited April 22.) 


Caen fae Tehran, April 22, 1903. 
CT USTAN quarantine eordon in Khorassan 
With rege onichip' telegram No, 25 of the 17th March, I sent a 


the subject to the Grand Vizier on the 2rd ultimo. |T sent your Horiships 
aret fay ie Tag ye nger, and it should reach you in a i cage a arene 
Chit him « further reminder, and he promises, after seeing the , to gi 
ey i pak ‘ong measures u 
ea Tardly think we ean expect him to take strong measur 
ests just now when his posit still 


ainst Russian 





No. 101. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 23.) 


: India Offices Aprit 21, 1908 
Foreign Office letter of 18th March, and the Viceroy’s 
WITH reference to, Foreign Oi Iotor of 18th, Mareh, and the Viceroy's 
t ch, for led to F ign Office with letter ¢ M a 
rae Rasen ee Hamilton to forward, for the Acer at me 
ina ant of Lansdowne, a further telegram from the Vi ; of the Lith inst 
Pot the a rantine cordor Nortli-Eas Me Hits 
AL ee rain naceer RH the Goverment of Tn, tha HC wi bo peje 
PSE? 0 existh mtine ements at ‘Turbat-i- ud 2 
tome am eine ena trata well ga 
informed whether, in Lord Lansilowne’s opinion, any further See uae ia 
tither with w view to the abolition of the cordon, or with the ol beet of casi 
farranggements 40 that they: may be less obnoxions to Xndian al Afghan, te 
more in consonanee with the principles laid down by the Ve 
"HORACE WALPOLE. 


Sir, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 101. ' 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


Calcutta, March 15, 1908. 
ram of 13th Mareh, ee s 
In view of complete freedon fom plague of Baluchistan, Northern ani Western 
Rajah, Afehouistan, Kashi, Waist, us quarantine iy Khornsam,eleewher, 
iN be strongly opposed by His Majesty's Government, especially . 
Toe ee eae gig. Laquites Grom Mussiia Consil nnd reports frm 
te intention to put on cordon in Tashikurghan also. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 101, 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton, 
(ieiteee Panihar, April V4, 1003. 
Cee PLOWING telegram dated 7th Apeil, from Gonsi-Geheral, Meshes is 
‘for inforniation in continuation of my telegram of 15th 0 
repeated for information in continuation of my telegram of 15th M 
ritish Agent at Turbatiliaidart reports that i 
ego ne for Heel © of a large house and garden [? there for] himself and st i. 
Seat eleele ment will not drop matter, since arrangements, 
whieh are e injurious to us, appear to be in danger of Lecoming permanent. 
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No. 102. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs, and by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated 21st April, relative to the Aden delimitation: 
India Ofice, 22nd April, 1903. 
$$$ 


Inelosure in No, 102, 
Lord G. Hamilton to the Government of Indiv. 


(felegraphic.) PB. India Ofice, April 21, 1903, 

THLE situation indicated in Resident at Aden’s telegram of 18th April, seems’ to 
us most unsatisfactory. It Appears from the telegram, that 

J. ‘The Upper Yaffai will oppose the entry of the Commission into their countr 
and the effect upon them contemplated in your telegram of Sth, as a result of the 
‘Turkish evacuation of Jalela, has not been produced, 

2. In consequence the Resident contemplates that the delimitation northe 
castwards of the frontier of Upper Yala, to facilitate which a large force has been 
moved up, and upon which we have insisted so strongly with the Turkish Government, 
must be abandoned or indefinitely postponed, 

i. We are pressed by Resident to conclude at once Protectorate Treaties with two 
thier tribes, Beda and the Upper Aulaki, of which the former is nol one of the nine 
cautons, 

As to this proposal I shall be glad, before expressing an opinion, to. be informed 
What course is contemplated with regard to the delimitation of the frontiot of the two 
tribes mentioned. “Our main object has been to cut the ‘Turks completely olf from 
Trees se tke Hadramaut by drawing the line from the Amir of Dthali’s territory to 
the desert. Will delimitation to Upper Yaffai frontier offect this, or will it. be 
Aatang ty teextond delimitation to the north-western frontiors of Beda’ and tho Upper 
Aulaki also? | Such was not understood to be the caso, If otherwise, it is mainly in 
anter to influenee Upper Yaffai that it is proposed to conclude these new Agreements? 
bry my telegram of 98h January E authorized conclusion of ‘Treaty, combined. with 


subsidy andl promise of protection, with Upper Yaffai, Have any dehuite offers been 
made them, and with what result ? 
(Repeated to Aden.) 





No. 103, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received April 24.) 


nder-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
sof State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
furands herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, epy of to telegrams 
from the Resident, Aden, to the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, date? the Sore instant, 
relative to the Aden delimitation, 
India Office, April 24, 1908, 
<< 


Inclosure 1 in No, 103. 
Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 


Aden, April 28, 1903, 
aint hy post to Colonel Wahab copy of Secretary of State's telegram 
*lst April, and am awaiting his observations to delimitation north-east- 


wards ie a ; tion has been unsatistuctory all along. I would venture to observe 
6 a 














that from the beginning I have urged that we should conclude ‘Treaties with the 
tribes in this direction. Instead of concluding Treaties with the Upper Yaffai, it was 
decided by His Majesty's Government in December last to offer them payment for 
allowing the Commission to enter their territory, but (as pointed out in my telegram 
of the 28th January) an arrangement on this basis could not be concluded by 
Colonel Wahab, who, owing to divided state of the tribes, apparently did not promise 
a Treaty, 

Tn my telegram of the 3rd February, reply ry, I stated that unless 
iyo concluded formal engag: Yattai the Commission would 
find it unsafe to venture into their territory. I have consistently endeavoured to show 
that delimitation nortl-eastwards should be preceded by conclusion of ‘Treaties. 

‘the situation has been immensely simplified by the Turkish evacuation of Amiri 
territory; and on completion of the demareation of that portion of the frontier the 
Commission will have secured a hase for their advance north-eastwards, but this does 

‘The conclusion of ‘Treaty before delimitation is, as I 
the Viceroy’s felegram of the 5th Februar 
that the object of the domareation north-easty 
ss to the Hadram 
Commission a Dthali the Upper Yalfai country was be 
Bohanal Kasam, whieh is more or less covered by the desert, 
But the present opinion of the Commission is 
of the Ya oxy far north-eastwards, and that 
the frontier i NI be that of tribes dependent on Beda. Colonel 
Walia, mo i n his letter of the iavy, that definite assurances 
of British protection were ary to seoure alhesig iefs of Boda and Behan. 

The necessity for a Treaty with Beda, possibly also with Behan, is due to the fact 
of the tribe not being included in the nine cantons; but the Yaifai will also be 
Influenced by our concluding ‘Treaties with Beda and the Upper uta 

{would add that Lam of opinion that, as soon as we liave completed demar- 
cation of Amiri boundary, we should proreed with the del astwwanls, 
Of Which [do aot contemplate the indefinite abandonment, and for this reason T 
Hiope that thore will be no delay in conchiding ‘Treaty. 

{Repeated to Secrotary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 


Inclosure 2 in No, 108. 
Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) Aden, April 8, 1903. 
Cok sont the following telegram for transmission, and. its 
substaneo n communicated to Constantinople -— 

“Purkish topography, on. the basis of which the ¢ 
mngp, has heon shown by thie joint survey of the boundary zone to 
wiltully, inaccurate, ‘The ‘Turkish Commissioners declare that they are. p 
by thicie instructions from adinitting that Ukla is inehided in our Protectorate, though 
thoy themselves state that it is not in Mares, though it is proved to be in Amiri 
limits hy configuration of ground and documentary ov id though we waive 
all clains to two villages. Similarly, as 1 Dakkam, of which some lamlets, as 

cll as the principal village ih whieh the tribal Chief resides, lic to the west of, the 

an Rives, our claims to it as a whol wore indorsed in Vieeroy's telegram 
of the GUI March, are contested by the ‘Tt 

Colonel Wahab writes that the Turkish Commissioners can take, but not give, 
and that thoy liave no real power to demarcate; and it appears from the above 
telogram that, though the Turkish Commission has been brought to the point of 
deniareation, Mere is no actual prog ihe flist instance the 
‘Parkish Government should he urged to sive Commissioners fullest possible powers. 

Tho Sheikh of Lakmat-as-Saleh has heen veleased after three years’ imprisomment 
at Taiz, and Zakaria Bey has been disinissed from the Commi 

[Repeated to Secretary of State, and Bombay, 


87 
No, 104. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 21.) 


seer {TE Under Seorotary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Und 

Sceretary of Siate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 
onwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of ee 
from the Vieeroy, dated the 24th April, relative to the position at Murcal, in eonnetnn 
Tali le Brena austen: at Muscat in conneetion 


India Office, Aprit 24, 1903, 


Tnelosure in No. 104, 


(riteerpie) p, “OME of Inia to Lord Haniton, j 
April 24, 1908, 


Addr a tt ieet gloctay’s mail wo are, sending in Secret Department, and” to 
adress of Political See aptain Cox’ letters explaining situation, which show 
i “ uarantine a holder of Suri flag led the way, followed by the French 


holders, and that his dhow was fired on in 8 
Fastoldere, and that his dhow was fired on in Sur haehour for defying tho oxters of 


Captain Cox, to whom 
follow: 


y realize that occasion is unfortunate, 
soy bly realize vite, and T shall 
Fe outa of Muscat had simi objest in. view who ho wrote on the 
{an April to Frenels Consul. It is at the same tine dsizablo that Tis Majesty's 
Govern noe that ending the communications they arv expecting’ trom 
ch Consul has received several telegrams from Forel 

nbs Brench Consul has w ¢ % Foroign 
fafon the strength of which he Nas paid three visits to the Sultan, demanding, 
tgs Government, that prisoners should be delivered up or released, AS 
ot eomplied, but assurance of our support is urgently required.” 

it _as Frunch Government refuses to give any explant 
i of French flags, Sultan should be support ing. repeats oe 
enforcing his orders against flagholters, Sc oe ae 


Your telegram of the 20th was repeated, replied on tie 


doall 1 ean to prevent 





No. 105. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Reecived Aprit 24.) 
onfidential,) 


Adimivatt april 24, 1908, 


Consnsioners of the A 

of State for Foreign Affair 

f, froin the Commander instil; Brat 
Lam, & 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


ialty to transmit, 
deeypher of a 
st Indies, 


Tuclosure 105, 


Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty, 


Colombo, April 24, 1908, 
at Bushire :— 
at Buhvein notwithstanding renewed 


LLOWING telexram received from # Porserts* 
sou, tekish: Mfudis for Wakra tins arvived at Bal 
Filan RAY Government that Audis. would not be sent Residents 

ch and report their movements, but take no action pending 


‘sult of remonstr it i ios 
race w’ r 
eullof x ith Constantinople, Ambassador and Indian Government 











No. 106. 
Musurus Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 25.) 


MUSURUS PACHA. présente ses compliments au Marquis de Lansdowne et 
a Thonneur de porter d la connaissanee de sh Seigneurie qu'il résulte d'une dépéche 
télégraphique adressée la Sublime Porte par Ie Gouverncur-Général intérimaire du 
Yémen que le nommé Ghanimé, négociant établi A Sana, a été assassiné le 7 Février, 
vieux style, tandis qu'il se rendait & Aden pour des affaires de commerce, par un 
individu ‘du village de Périké que le Cheikh de Havachib, un des neuf Cantons, avait 
chargé Vaccompagner la vietime. 

Se conformant aux instructions de son Gouvernement, l’Ambassadeur de Turquie 
pric sa Seignenric de vouloir bien faire transmettre A qui de droit des ordres propres 
i assurer Varrestation et lv punition du meurtrier. 


Ambassude Imperiale de Turquie, 
Londres, le 24 Avril, 1903, 





No, 107. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received April 25.) 


‘THE Uniler-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
Trom the Viceroy, dated the 24th April, relative to the Scistan arbitration... 


India Office, April 25, 1903. 


Tuclosure in No, 107. 


Government of India to Lavd G, Hamilton 
(Telegraphic) P. April 24, 1903. 
SEISDAN Arbitration, 
On the 9th April Colonel MeMahion telegraphed as follows + 4 
“No 317. 1 propose to inform Persian and Afghan Commissioners, within the 
next few days, of my arbitr 3 iat object, at 
I to demarcate the neces: of the lin ng, completed 
and naps E propose to deliver my final award in writing, which will 
hitral, dee nling water disputes. When all is completed, as T hope, 
ond of Apri nless Lam. instructed otherwise, to proceed to Perso- 
Heluch bow 


your 
should decide th i 
Hetmund during hot season, before you announce your fiual opinion. It is probable 
that, if you stay, you will have a better opportunity of effecting a lasting settlement, 
and thoie is no néed for extreme haste: 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 
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No. 108. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquese of Lansdowne,—(Received April 25.) 


(No. 78,) 
(Teleg Constant i 
“g mstantinople, April 28, 1908, 


are now giving 
latter wl ix 


interminable uw i ‘ 
less, fail we authorize Commission to 


de 


No. 109, 


Reet The Marquess of Lansdowne t0 Sir A, Hardinge, 
r 
I HAVE received 
tine cordon establis! 


t on the subject on the 


Lan, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


No. 110. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received April 27.) 
(No. 43.) 
My Lord, 
GENERAL KOSSAKOVSKY, whose resi; 
Cossack Brigade I had the honour’to repost | 


prevented the 
command of the Cossac! Sees 
lonel Kossakovsky 
for Russi 

The new Cossack Colonel is @ man I should sa 
and fa : yy not much ove f 
anil ad fuer manners than his prelecessor, but without. the fatto Braces 
M Vinwot ate acquaintance with the East, He is on very fri nay terms with 
. Thave, &, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


No, 111, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received April 27.) 
{Xo 47. Confidential.) 


My Lord, 
ae Tay E the honour to transmit herewith, with mite sy eee 
the Bae fee instant, the text of the draft Agreement original ly proposed. b; 
revenites of the Oren eee ah advance by the Imperial Bank of Peete a (ed 
collateral security Pot Fisheries with thoso’of the Persian Posts and 'elagraghitcs 
The Grand Vizier, 
(1617) 


whom T saw on the 4th instant, was naturally attracted hy the 
2A 





SS 
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ate of interest, as the result of the assignment as an additional 
Fecurity of the Southern Customs, and promised to do what he could to overeome the 
Objections of the Shab, who appears to have been persuaded by some mischievous 
person that to pledge’ these customs to us would be to increase our power for 
Wrresting the Gulf ports from him. I liad hoped, before the closing of the bag which 
Tam sending home to-day by Mr. Grahame, to have been able to report the result of 
his Highnoss interview yesterday with His Majesty, but I have not as yet heard from 
him on the subject. 

The Russian Government, tho 
imminent peril, its demands resp 


only make the proposed advance of 200,001. for a period of si 
donment of these con 


hh” declaring that 1 
monopoly directly or indirectly 
gotiations with Rus eat a 


proposal of a 5 percent. 1 








it waived, when the Grand Vizier was in 
ting the Mint, has now announced that it will 

months, which is 
ons. The 
Imperial 

























stitution, and for the moment the 
standstill, a8 ML, Grube lias expressed his conviction that no help is likely to be 
obtained by Persia from us and that he ean therefore afford to wait. If he hears, as 
ho probably will very shortly, of our offer and the matter is not yet concluded, the 
question will doubtless enter upon a new phase, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) | ARTHUR A, HARDINGE, 






Tnclosare in No, 111. 


nment modified in course of subsequent discussions 
vr, and M, Naws, 


Original proposal of Persian Gov 





|. Hardinge, Grant V 





Letween 8 











consent au Gouvernement Persan une avance 

de 200,000 livres sterling. productive Wintéréts & raison de § pour cont Van, 4 
Le Gouvernement Persan déclare douncr ordre & son Excellence M. Nans, qui est 

actuellement chargé de Iv perception des redevances sur les 

embourser li dite avance A [imperial Bank of Persia en v 

réts. 

Test convent :— 

1, Que si les rev 

assuror le paiement ré 

M. Naus serait chargé de prélever les 


des Postes ot des élégraphies ; P 
9, Que si le dit M. Naus cessait d’étre chargé de Veneaissement des revenus 


précis, Vobiigation es, pioments & effetuer, srat imposée par Ie Gouvernement 
fux fonetionnaires qu'il commissionnerait pour Vencaissement des revenus des 
heries, des Postes ot des ‘Rélégraphes. 


LIMPERIAL Tank of Versi 


















int 








nus des pécheries de la Caspicnne étaient insul 
‘4u remboursement prévu ci-dessus, son Excellence 
sommes nécessaires h ect effet sur les revenus 
























No. 112, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 27.) 


(No. 191, Confidential.) 
My Lon, Constantinople, Aprit 18, 1908. 


WITH reference to my despatch No, 140 of the 17th ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith a translation of a telegram addressed to the 
Sublime Porte by the Vali of the Yemen relative to the condition of affairs in that 
province, which lias been obtained by Mr. Block from a secret souree, 

Your Lordship will ebserve that the Vali appears to be especially alarmed at the 
agitation set on foot by the Imam of Sanda, and depicts the general situation as very 
unsatisfactory; and states that “in view of the imeitements and secret hopes of the 
English," it is urgently necessary that the garrison of the Yémen should be reinforced 
by troops who are not of Arab race, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 
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Inclosure in No. 112, 


Ween Vali of the Yémen to the Sublime Porte. 


(Telegraph) 
HAMED-ED-DIN, the Imam of Sanéa, } 
N, Sandia, has de 
have been and are still taking place in the Ye 
ation the Elvak are beamatte 





, March 29, 1908. 
« desided to profit Dy the events whit 
place in en. Le has taken as his pretext for 
istion the Elvablé matter, the measures taken with respect to the Beni Mereberise 
in the search for the Italian pirates, and the intervention of thie English arising ont of 
ihe Sambouk question, and especially. the delimitation of the front : 
Navabitieen {ohne exutons) question, “It has been reported that he has been addressh 
inset fo the population on the most dificult and deliato frontier ofthe vilayt, sy 
feece Manes elling fo the English a most important ilayet like the Yemen 
Gilet wilt its Matiommedan population. ‘The Ottoman Government is the cause 
te gules accordingly a general rovolt against that, Government is a religious 
on his exhortation the Arabs on the desert frontier have declared a 






























revolt. 





Although it has been necessary to send suiicient tron chasti i 
to niltary movements undertaken for some tin past by the Aemy Carpe mancearee ee 
in whi nthe troops have been employed, they are at present very seutiered, At hea 
auarters thers are 3 battalions, 2 suns, and 150 projectiles. These with the inner 
Cain numberof men of Oe Vit ety Gey iy ein | Nevertlo & 
nen the a Sorps have let e ti 
umber of troops lefts insulin for the pr sent oonditon ofthe alge nee 
fore, nti ha oops were to be sent from the Vth Army Corps, ‘To this day they have 
see cinta fies Seen being natives of warm countries and of Arab 
7 i; dent, Incite the troc emaining her: is 
obetianes, and more harm than good maybe expected fram thom at Uke jusetine 
Hiatt of the Ineitements and seeret hopes of the English, long-nitnossed and. known in 
Namen, the reinforcements of the Army Corps with troopa of Arab, race 
ole the expected benefit pipe au 
ie a ERRS ata stores previously requested from Constantinople, the dispatch of 
fry geet tatified from the Ministry of War, have not atrived;. and further 
Tutu pgements have been rendered. impossible. ‘The present condition andthe 
Hime aceathis iayet are bing exposed to serious danger. ‘Tho troops ealeeted by 
Haare Din have, es esplained, occupied positions dificult of acseak. ‘The impose 
Heres ecing, the, Tnperil ‘troops eullected. here and there and. of military 
Minera ete Ger The dangers do not neal reeaiulton, 
the need of taking 













































No. 113, 


Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received Aprit 97.) 


(No. 193.) 


My Lord, 
ly Lor Constantinople, April 20, 1908. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 414 of th 
one tch No. 414 he 21st Septembe: 2, 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a denen ee ae aaepe 


Consi i is 
it at Bussorah reporting on the misgovernment of ‘Thalib Pasha, Mutessarif of BL 


__ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR, 
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Inclosure in No. 113. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 7. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussorah, March 10, 1903. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 43, Confidential, of the 15th August, 1902, as 
to the appointment of Sevid Thalib Pasha as Mutessarif of Hassa, I have the honoat to 
report that the new Governor's administration seems much what was to be expected 
from his infamous reputation. 








successor is now on his way thither. 









ial Tradé for the dismissal 


__ Lhave, &, 
(Signed) " 'N. R, O'CONOR, 











‘The following recent instance of his almost incredible disregard for appearances in 
satisfying his rapacious instinets has raised the greatest indignation amongst the Arab 
populacion, not only in the Hassa sandjak, but in Bussorah, and even as far as Bagdad, 
One of the principal merchants of Katif is Mansur Pasha, the local representative of 
the Civil List, He is very rich, and ‘Thali Pasha soon saw in him a suitable subject 
for blackmail. Mansyr, however, declined to accede to the Mutessarif’s extortion, and 
fed to Bussorah, and thence to Bagdad. Soon after, at the end of January, 'Thalib Pasha 
made a descent on Mansur’s house, and imprisoned his brother, Abdul Hussain, earrying 
off property, including pearls, in which Mansur trades, to very considerable amount, 
Mr, Gaskin, the British Agent in Babrein, reports that on the 7th February three 
hows loaded with loot arrived there in charge of Mohamad Attik, the Mutessarif’s con~ 
fidential man, and J learn that these vessels subsequently eame into the Shatt-el-Arab 
and discharged their cargo at Sebilieh, the Nakib’s river-side residence, about 15 miles 
from Bussorah, 

‘To excuse his conduct, 'Thalib lias forwarded to the Vali a bundle of “seditious 
newspapers” which, he asserted, had been found in Mansur’ house, and also reported 
that a considerable number of rifles had been seized at the same time, 

‘Dhis Intter statement is very likely correct, for all Arabs, particularly those who 
have valuables, possess arms, and the eircumstance has not the importance which might 










THE 
Scoretary 















the 











India 



























(telegraphic) P. 


No, 115, 
India Offes 'o Foreign Office (Received Aprit 27.) 


Under-Secretary of State for Indi 
of State for Foreign Aflairs, an 





ia presents his compliments to the Under= 


forvards herevit, for the information ofthe Sesrtare eet eee, eorge: Hamilton, 
iceroy, dated the 25th April, relative t 
strative posts on the El Katr ceast, 


Secretary of State, CO} 
ry » copy of a teleg 
0 the preposed ereation of Tukighah 





Office, April 27, 1903, 


ee 


Inclosure in No, 115, 














aitach to it in other parts of Turkey. one if 
With regard to the newspapers, a strange light is thrown on the accusation by 2 LONEL KEMBALL communie 9: ij , nil 26, 1908, 
Mr. Gaskin’s roport, that on the Oh January Mohamad-bin-Attie called on him and him to Sit. O°Conor— tmunicated on 28rd April following elegram’ sent by 
ate, 










e¢ some copies of Arabic newspapers from 
Bgypt, Constantinople, London, and Paris, and made special mention of the “ Khabifa,”” 
which is published in London, and asked for some copies, He was told that the British 
Agency did not receive any, but the inference obviously is that he was sent to collect 
sitch newspapers for subsequent discovery at Mansur's house. 

Meanwhile, Mansur Pasha at Bagdad had interested the Mushir, who is also Acting 
Vali, in hig behalf, ‘The Mushir communicated. with the Vali and with Constantinople, 
and the Vali has telegraphed to the Minister of the Interior requesting that a Special 
Jommissioner be sent to inquire, but has received no answer. He is much depressed at 
the iden of haying to hold in inquiry himself, as this will, he considers, mean that he is 
to whitewash Phalib, and so disgrace himself, He told me he would rather r he 
believes the newspapers were placed in the house by 'Thalib’s orders, and expresses his 
astonishment that the British do not interfere on behalf of Mansur, as the Intter traded 
With British Indian jens! mereliants, to whom many of the pearls seized by the 
Mutesswif belonged. ‘Thisis, Hhelieve, the case, but [have as yet received no complaints 
from British subjects, 

Mansur Pashia is a Shiah, wh 
Int is likely to embitter locat feelin, 


stated that ‘Thalib Pasha was anxi to 






and 
his post at 

































We 
Colonel I 














will tell Thalib’s favour at Constantinople, 
at Katif, where the Shiahs are numerous and 








“On 21st Yusuf Ali, Mudir-desi 
Mn 21st Yusuf Ali, Mudit-designate for Wakra, 
tends leaving, which probably he will mot beathe 3 


his appointment, and sh 

» hould not send them th ¥ 

the Mutessarif at. El Has: uae rae 
Al Hassa, that course 

i at Bahre: phe 

It is therefore 





Wakra, I would suggest that Porte should 


There should 
told Gaskin 










tionable,” 


ust that Vorte may he pressed to i 
essed to issue. th 
vnball ns been asked to report how ‘tek 


the proposed orders, Meanwhil 
tks lg has boen flown ab Wel? 








inthuential. 





T have, & 


(Signed) "A. C, WRATTISLAW. 








No. 11, ve 


Sceretary of 








Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 27.) 
from the Res 


In 





(No. 205.) 
My Lond, 





Coustantinople, April 21, 1903 
WIM reference to my telegrams No. 49 and No, 1 of the 18th ultimo and No, 54 

of the 23rd ultimo, I have the honour to report that, according to information received 

frow Mr, Fitzmaurice, the Sheikh Nasir Makbul was deported about a week ago from 





fei7} 





Under-Secretary of State for India presents his eom 


ronants herewith, for the information of the “Secretar 





Office, Aprit 27, 1908. 







No. 116, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received April 27.) 


% aes a Mi 
State for Foreign Affairs, and, by dircetion of Lord George, Hawthen, 
y of State, copy of a telegram 


dent, Aden, dated the 27th April, relative to the Alen delimitation, 





ssal of the Governor of Paiz has been issued, and 
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Inclosure in No, 116, 
Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) P. Aden, April 27, 1903. 

FOLLOWING telegram from Colonel Wahab, with reference to his telegram of 
2ist April, has been received for transmission :— 

‘Brom detailed survey of line it appears that Sclat Kataba, which oldest documents 
recognize as Amiri border, runs from north-west of Kataba. ‘The Turks declare that 
the real Selat is a small overflow channel which, issuing from the main watercourse, 
passes south-east of Kataba, With a view {o solving difficulty, I proposed a joint survey 
of both watercourses, without, however, advancing any claims to Kataba, ‘Turkish 
Commissioners have now stopped the joint survey, and have referred matter to Constanti- 
nople, As they refused to give way in same manner in regard to Ukla and Dakkam, 
Chief of which is now in my camp, I propose to complete the general survey of the 
western Amiri boundary alone, and to submit my Report and map, and then, if Turks 
delay on these grounds to settle the question, I propose to proceed with demarcation 
north-eastwards.”” 

(Repeated to Secretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 


fo ee eS eee 
No. 117. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 27.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Svoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams from the 
Resident, Aden, to the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 26th and 27th April, 
relative to the Aden delimitatio 


India Office, April 27, 1908, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 117. 


Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 


(olegraphie.) P. Aden, April 26, 1908, 

IN continuation of my telegram of 23rd April: 

Alter sending my telegram of 18th [ heard of arrival at Dthali, together with some 
other Sheikhs, of principal Sheikh of Mausatta Yaffai, Ali Mohsin Askar, son of Ali 
Askar, through whom negotiations have been mainly conducted. 

He had nothing special to say; but Colonel Wabab thinks that since Jalela was 
evacuated the attitude of the Yaifai has improved, and that by the time that the Amiri 
Dorder has been completely demarcated the effect of the incendiary letters will have 
disappeared. 

‘tam glad that there is, in fact, some improvement in situation, but, as appears 
from letters received by me and by the Abdali Sultan, and from a conversation which 
Denniston, our Political Offi Dthali, reports having had with Ali Mohsin Askar, the 
Yaitai tribes are still very disunited, and the principal idea of those of them who are 
inclined to us is to obtain as much mouey as possible. 

It will be understood that these tribes have little fear of the 
independent, 

‘The policy of offering them money to permit the British Commission to pass through 

their country will, L hope, not be pursued, except, perhaps, as a last resource. Its effect, 
so far, appears to have been to increase dissension, and it will necessarily lower our 
prestige with the Turks and with the Arabs if one of the nine Cantons is allowed to extort 
from us large sums of money to permit our Commission to go through their country, In 
fact, considerable embarrassment in the future may very well prove the result of such a 
precedent. 
: T have hopes that, if allowed a free hand, [ shall be able to effect an agreement. with 
the Yaflai on fairly reasonable terms, especially if we conclude Treaties with Beda and Upper 
Aulaki, which I (rust will be pervaitted by His Majesty’s Government. 

(Repeated to Seeretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 


Turks, and are all very 











No, 117%, 













‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 81.) 
¢ 


G i Foreign Office, April 27, 1908. 
TelATER reference tothe telegram from the Resident at Aden of the 25rd April, on 
i esse to your Excellency, the actior 
the subject of El Katr, addressed to. y EAD OMT Dt he 
inting i ‘ka is contrary to the assurances which they peatedly 
aaa See ta ‘suggested by tho Resident, press for orders for his with 
drawal. 

































2B 
(1617) ae 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 117, 


Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 





(Telegraphic.) _P. 


x Aden, April 27, 1908, 
MR. FITZMAURICE telegraphed on 


24th April as follows to Constanti 






's telegram of 18th, 
out that, as the official declaration of British Government 
iny necessary Treaty with Beda, itself not one 
il ‘such Treaty had been con- 
dluded would. seem to be unnecessary, and, fron local point of view, inexpediont, 
Previous notification will rouse the Turks to greater activity in that ditection, and woald 

‘mean some resistance, 

Sele Turkish evacuation of Jalela, and the removal of Zakaria Bey and of Mubame 


® caused considerable diminution of the hostility of the Yahi, as 
evidenced in their recent relations with us.”” 


(Repeated to Secretary of State and Bombay.) 


“T would venture to po 
to the Porte in 1873 cavers conclusion of 
of the nine Cantons, any farther notification to the Ports i 





























No, 113. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir B. Monson. 





(No. 190.) 
; Foreign Office, April 27, 1908, 

T SPOKE to the French Ambassador to-day upon the subject of the recont arevt 
Museat of some persons claiming Fronch protection, who liad attempted to evade 
the Quarantine Regulations at that place, and who were at this moment tho Sultan's 
prisoners, 
uy Keeblacapd flat Ge) aerator lie delinquents had been effected by a launch 
belonging to Tis Majesty's ship “Perseus,” hy oriler of the Sultan and his healthy 
oflicer, who was also the British Agency surgeon. 

T understood that the Fronch Consul had protest 
of the imprisoned persox 

1 told his Excellency that our conversations on this subject had left me under the 
impression that the French Government did not claim the vight 0 protect subjects of 

fan of Muscat, who held French papers, so long as they were within the 
jitorial waters of Muscat, but were, on tho contrary, prepared to regan such potwone 
when within the Sultan's territory as subject to his ordinary jurisdiction, 

AT. Cambon replied that in his view persons entitled to uso the French flag could 
not be arrested by the Sultan without the concurrence of tho French Const, 

T pointed out that in this case the owners of the dhiows who hiad been imprisoned 
n arrested at sea whilst they were in the act of evading the Quarantiwe 
Kesulations. It scomod to me that it would have been impossible for the Freneh, 
Consul in such cireumstances to have taken a part in effecting their arroste 

M. Cambon observed that ifthe facts were as T stated them, the prisoners should 


Have heen brought before the French Consul after thelr seizure and handed gree 
to him, 




















ei, and had demanded the release. 









Su 

















Lam, &, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 








No, 119, 


Admiralty to Foreign Ofice—(Received April 28.) 

(Confidential) 

Sir, Admiralty, April 22, 1903. 

TAM commanded hy my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit here: 
for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of a letter, dated the 


‘Ath ultimo, from the Officer Commanding His Majesty's ship. Sphinx,”™ and copy of 





wit 








* Not printed, 
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an extract from a letter of the 27th ultimo from the Officer Commanding Wis Majesty's 
ship “Perseus,” reporting the visit of the Russian cruiser “Boyarin” and the French 
cruiser “ Infernet” to Koweit and Museat, 







Answer, 





Tam, &e. 


Following are the values of the imports into the Karun ports tak 
* fr 
(Signed) "©, I, THOMAS, ports taken from the 


trade Reports of His Majesty's Vico-Consul at Mohammerah « 































Your 
a 2 
; 1698 26.080 
Tnclosure in No. 119, aes ane 
100 eon 
Commancler Pears to Rear- Admiral Sir C. Drury. {201 (Ati oaly}” ee 
(Bixtract.) * Perseus,” at Bombay, Mareh 27, 1908, It would be impossible, within tho limi 2 , om 
THE Rosi and the French cruiser “Tnfernet,” at Muscat, of bulk but T would refer the Taauat tee onomnse tue satis 
artived in company Mth, Annual Series: Nos, 9186, 2340, 2419, 3991, none wing Reports in the 
ae ‘The a mane oer tH 7 ee aus Vaca - oe aneton of ee means of encouraging the ‘use of this route by British 
interviewed » the establishe Russian Consular officer and Indian traders has the consta: i is’ Malestve: Gacy 
At Muscat, but T holieve nothin ‘one were made, and rene at ata Gt dlls Majesty’s Government, Steps 






eS Pelee taken for the appointment of a British ‘Vice-Consul to reside at Ahwaz on 


a 


No 122, 





nothing definite settled, 












India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 28.) 






Sir 






N, O'Conor to the Marquese of Lansdowne.—(Reeeived April 28, ) 





‘Under-Secretary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorctary of State for Porcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the ny of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 27th instant, relative to the Persian loan. 

India Office, April 28, 1908, 





(io. 81.) 

(Tele ey ae z Mire: Constantinople, April 28, 1903, 
Your Lordship’s telegram No, 87, 
Yesterday the Grand Vizior telegraphed askin 


tons as to tho rumoured yates erates eating the Vali of Busworah for explana 


; ake pr explan 
him vot to allow any disturbance of the status quo in Bl Keren Po? 8d insbrueting 


t at tho instance of the Reside 
recall to Yusuf’ through Bushir 
Highness refuses, 
















Tnelosure in No, 120, 

















Bushire, that 
T presume 





Goverament of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 






(Helegrapl 


April 27, 1908, 
SIR 


P'S elogram to Lord Lansdowne of the 9th April regarding 















No. 123, 











in vie 1y created Customs istration of 
and Atabi Sheikh of Mohammerah, that it should 
(ood that, whetlic es are collected at Mohiammerah or further 
are considered by us to form inte of the customs of the 
and to he included in our security. for loan. 

should like to know what 
pects to he placed on it. We invite attention to 
ign Office despateh to 1 of the 10th May, 1900, 
Nushirscd-Dowleh of th September, 1902 
i We prostme that the expression includes all ports from 
rab, whieh xe ports of Southern Persia, and therefore 
pledge of the 28nl October, 1897. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 









India Office to Koreign Ofice.—(Received April 29.) 





Sir, 









inland, these c 
Persian Gulf, as fo 






pees 
i the exuet intorprotation in otice + 
Comespoudence ending with 
and to Mr, 












on the subject of imi 
dans the diffculties reported in. tho Revidents taceeae eo eeation 


in connection with the 
Joint map of the Turkish and Britis 
ion that, inasmuch as i 





























Question asked in the Hou 






Mr. Schwan, —'To ask the U 
the values and bulk, dur 
Karun into Western Persia; snd whether an, 
taken to promote the use of that route f 
traders. 


of the to 
an if so what, steps have been 
commerce by British and Tudian 










if Lord Lansdowne 


reetifications of 
the course of tho demareation, to. be necessary, and that fe 


British Commission shall be instructed to continue to surven the 

lown the boundary in the cvent 

Such a course appears ty 
20 
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Lord George Hamilton to be in accordance with the view expressed in Sir N. O’Conor’s 
telegram of the 25th April, ‘The British Commission would of course be instructed to 
propose no variations of the green line, exeept where there is conclusive documentary 
évidence in support of the variation proposed, and where the readjustment of the line 
is likely to avoid the risk of complications in the future, and insure a permanent 
settlement, 











Tam, &. 


(Signed) GODLEY. 















No, 124, 





India Office to Foreign Office-—(Keceived April 29.) 









Sir, India Office, April 28, 1903, 

WITIL reference to the recent telegrams from the Resident’ at Aden, on the 
subject of the delimitation north-east to the desert, I am direeted by Lond George 
uilton to state, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that he is of 
opinion that, for the reasous given by the Resident, be impracticable to proceed 
with the demarcation unless ‘Preaties have previously been made, not only with the 
Upper Yalfai and Upper Aulaki, but with Beda, the territory of whicli, it is now 
stated, lies between that of the Upper Yaifai and the desert. 

Lord George Hamilton will bo glad to be informed whetlier Lord Lansdowne lias 
any objection to instructions being given to the Resident to treat with the Upper 
Awlaki and Beda, as well as with the Upper Yatlai, with a view to obtaining their 
co-operation in the demarcation, As regards Beda, Lord Georze Hamilton would 
invite Lord Lansdowne’s attention to the telegram from Mr. Fitzmaurice to 
rN. O'Conor of the 24th April, repeated in’ the Resident's telegram of the 
2Tth April, in which lie oxpresses the opinion that, though Beda is not one of the 
nine Cantons, it is coverud by the declaration made to the Porte in 15 

Lam, § 
(Signed) 




























































A. GODLEY. 

















No, 125. 







Tnilia Office to Foreiyn Office —(Received April 29.) 









India Office, Aprit 
IN continuation of Sir IL, Walpote’s letter of the 22nd April, T am directed by 
Loni George Hrinilton to inclose, for Lord Lansdowne's information, a copy of a further 
telegram fh Viceroy on the subject of a recont incident at Muscat, and of the 
reply which, aftor consulintion with Lord Lanstowne, Lord George Hamilton 

to the Government of Indi 


























1 aun, ke, 
(Signed) 






GODLEY. 
















Tuelosure 1 in No. 125. 














Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 









april 24, 1903. 

MUSCAT. “By to-day © arv sending in Secret Department, aud 0 addres 
of Politival Secretary, Captain Cox’s letters exphiining situation, which show that in 
Dreaking quarantine a holder of Suri flag led the way, followed by the French #h 
holders, and that his dhow was fired on in Sur Harbour for defying the onlers of his 


(Welographie) P. 

























tribal chiot a 
Captain Cox, to whom your telegram of 20th was repeated, replied on 22nd as 
follows — 
“I fully realize that oceasion is unfortunate, and I shall do all T can to prevent 






any local crisis. Sultan of Muscat had same object in view when he wrote on the 
12th April to French Consul. It is at the same time desirable that His Majesty's 
Goyernment should know that pending the communications they are expecting from 














99 


French Government, French Consul has received several telem i 
Minister on the strength of which le has paid thnee visi to the Sentara 
ou, behalf of his Government, that prisoners should Ie delivered up or veleased. og 
yet Sultan has not complied, but assurance of our support is urgently wave, A 
‘We consider that as Erench Government refuses to give any explanation ef reason 
for grant of French flags, Sultan should be supported, pending negetiatione ta caps, 


in enforcing his orders against flagholders, 


————————EEeeeeee 
Inclosure 2 in No, 125, 








Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) P. Indi 
OER telegram of the 24th April. You may authorize Captain Cox, ft Sultan 
continues to.be pressed by French Consul, to assure lnm of support of Hite 

Majesty's Government, in the event of his pleading, as an excuse for uetiuiee to 
{ufores his orders against the laglolders, that discussion on the eubject. is pending 


between between French and British Go ments; h rncti 
20th instant should be borne in mind, Saas eect? ite 





Office, Aprit 27, 1908. 
























No, 126. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(No. 50. Confidential.) 
Sir, 











a oe Foreign Office, April 20, 1908, 
TIAVE reeoived your despatch No, 40, Confidential, of ne rutin, Pelativa 
{o the interpretation to to placed on the provisions in regard to tho lovy of road due : 





cont Article 4 of the Declaration signed hetween the 1 
Govemments on the 27th October lasts es ween the Th 

The verbal communication which you made to M, > 
note to him of the 21st ultimo, have my approval. 





and Por 





an 





us on thie subject, and your 


Tan, &o, 


(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 127, 


Foreign Office to India Office, 





. Foreign Office, April 20, 1908, 

Fromgit th directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transinit is Youn copy of anote 

Yom the Turkish Ambassador,® stating that Ghanimé, a merchant of Sten, hie boeg 

Puntered on is way fo Aden bye man deputod by the Sheikh of the Haushiabi to 

the mean him, and asking that orders may he sont for the arrest and punishment of 
Lord Lansdowne would suggest tat the Seoretary of State for India 

inquiry to be made into the matter, . oS tas Hom as 














_ Lam, &e. 
(Signed) IL. SANDERSON. 


<a e 


No. 128, 





The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Ofice-—(Received April 80.) 


Sir, 






Alehurch Lane, London, April 29, 1908, 
the recoipt of your letterof the 25th instant, 
wed by ILis Majesty's Secretary of State for 





LHAVE the honour to ackuowledg 


init eg to supply the information a 





No. 106, 





























——— 
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1. The capital allotted to the Seistan branch would be on the lines followed 
with branches of the same character and would be probably fixed at 10,0001. for a 
commencement, to be increased if required, and further governed by the probable 
annua! requirements of the Indian Government, which the Bank would be glad to be 
informed of. 

2. The usual rate of interest to be charged on the capital would be at the rate of 
5 per cent. per annum, 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) G. NEWELL, Manager. 








No. 129. 


Association of Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom to the Marquess of 
Lansdowne. —(Received April 30.) 


My Lord, Parliament Mansions, Victoria Street, Westminster, April 29, 1908. 

I AM directed by the Executive Council to forward to your Lordship the 
following Resolution respecting trade with Persia, which was unanimously adopted 
at the Annual Mecting of this Association, ‘representing 100 Chambers of 
Commerce :— 

“That, in view of the increasing influence of Russia in Porsia, and particularly 
in view of the revised ‘Tariff between the Russian and Persian Governments, imposing 
lower duties on an ad valorem basis on the chief Russian imports into Persia than on 





the principal British imports, this Association respectfully urges upon His Majesty's 
Government the necessity of using every effort to safeguard 


the commercial and 
political interests of the British Empire i Persia by negotiating a dircot Commercial 
‘treaty with Persia. ‘That a copy of this Resolution he sent to the Secretary of State 
for Forvign Affairs, and that he he asked to receive a deputation on this subject.” 











ucil further desire that I should request your Lordship to be 
a deputation. In the event of being able to accede to this, 
of our Executive 


‘The Executive C 
good enough to receiv 








may perhaps be allowed to suggest that, as the next mecti 
Council will he held on Tuesday, the 10th May, that date might, if convenient to your 





Lonlship, bo « suitable one for the interviews 
Thope to be favoured with an early reply in order that there may be ample time 
to communicate with our various Chambers of Commerce, many of whom will desire 
to sond representatives to attend the deputation. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD W. FITHIAN, 
Secretary. 





No, 130, 








Lucia Office to Foreign Office. —(Received Aprit 80.) 

‘NITE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the inforn of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 20th instant, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


Tndin Office, April 80, 1903, 
















Inclosuré in No, 130, 





Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
Nees April 29, 1903. 





(Welegeaphie. 
Yo! 
25rd, 2th, and Sth April, So 

of cl 
dissensinns anid subsequently beeause of the effect of Turki 
but a considerable effect lias now heen produced on them by the evacuation of Jalela. 





1", no Treaty has been eo1 
























Ter 

















3 ‘As 
ulaki, and as the 
prorisional Treaty 











PERSIAN Loan, 

With reference to the tel 
please inform me whether, in 
Government, or any declarations to them ate ne 
points they are required. 






No. 131. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 


Foreign Office, April 80, 1903. 


legram from the Viceroy of India of th il 

sgram f ; 27th A 

your opinion, any further assurances trom the pale 
and, if'so, in regard to what 











AT an interview whi 


ich Mr. Block, Chief Drage 
at Constautinople, had with the Minetor ee eee 


h the Minister for I 
in aceordanes with instructions. f is Maj 
ion of is Majesty's Guy Wertaaet 
of the 27th November last, to the effeot that the Turk, 

rument contemplated the appointment of Mudits at Zobara, Wakes seat 
ener Pie appointment of Mudirs at Zobara, Wakis, and. El 
Mr. Block stated that lie was instructed by Sir N. O'Cono 
me, to warn the Turkish Government against “ay clainnee ne 
status quo in thiiso testions, 
which hed. been anade 


Ambassador, that the at 
graph in the“ Tkdam 






» and to remind them of the 
by Tis Majesty’s Embassy. 










On the 22nd ultimo Mx. Block hud an inte 
was assured by 


that the Porte 
the aeeen question. His I 
r of the Interior for fuller informatica 
Aquestion to the Council of Ministers that dag. 
On the 28rd March Sir 





his Highness that the statement in the “Ikdam ” 
id not criemplate any administrative changes or appointments. in 











Council, but that he had leant from the Grand. ¥ 














1 telegram of the 21st April. See Resident at Aden’s telegrams of the 18th, 
wed, under the sanction 

aun of the 9th January, with the Upper Yailai, originally owing to. their 
peals to tlicir fanaticism, 


a ven to His 4 
Zohar, Wakra, or EL ( 








No, 132, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Musurus Pasha. 


Foreign Office, April 80, 1908. 
r of His Majesty's Umbassy 
reign Affairs on the 19th ultimo, he 











ment hid been ealled toa 





under orders fiom 
changes ov disturbances of the 

presentations and 
n the subj 








few with the Gi 





nd Viaier, and 
Was erroneous, and 





sliness added, however, that he bad applied to the 
mid that be proposed to submit the 








sters that da 
O'Conor called upon Tewfik Pasha and inquired 

of Ministers, and, if so, what 
teil that the subject hi 











ippointments mentioned in the “Tkdam."* 
‘ashia that it was very important that, T 
on this subject, his Excellency stated that as 
ho had given him ditvct from the Grand Vizier 








him to report it to me, 

ir N. O'Conor reminded Towfk Pasha of the forma 

jest 6 Government tat Mudits. would not be ine 

, and bogged his Excellency to impress 

ampt to evade this promise might lend to serous ee joe 
previous assurances and. sai 

1's observations, 





to serious consequences, 
that he would inform the 


$D 
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A paragraph haying appeared in the “ Moniteur Oriental” of Constantinople 
on the Bist ultimo, to the offect that the Turkish Government had appointed a 
certain Arab Effendi and another to the Mudirichs of Adeda and Zebeir respectively, 
in the district of Kattar, Sir N. O’Conor instructed Mr. Block to call Tewfk Pasha’ 
attention to the announcement. 

Mr, Block ascertained that the “ Moniteur Oriental” had taken the information 
from the newspaper “ Malumat” of the 80th ultimo. On the Ist instant he showed 
both papers to Tewhik Pasha, who stated that he had no knowledge whatever of 
such appointments liaving heen made, and repeated that the Grand Vizier lind 
informed him that there was no intention of sending Mudirs to the places mentioned. 
His Excellency promised, howover, to make further inquiries of the Grand Vizier, 
Mr, Block informed his Excellency that he was instructed by Sir N. O'Conor to 
warn the Porte What departure from the asuraness given to Tis Majesty's 
Embassy in the matter would be viewed by Ilis Majesty's Goverament in a very 
serious light, and that if Mudirs actually proezeded 0 the localities in question, it 
would be necessary for His Majesty's Government to take steps to remove them, 

On the 2nd instant Tewlik Pasha informed Mr, Block that te hnd acquainted the 
Grand Vizier with the communication made by him on the previous day, Both his 
Highness and the Minister of the Interior had stated that the information given by 
the “Malumat” was incorreet, and that they had no knowledge of any intention of 
sending Mudirs to the places named, 

‘The announcements in the Turk 
to have had some basis of fact, sin 
he liad been informed by she XU 
to the Governor of El Hasa cance 
coast. 

I should be obliged if your B 
Government that T have 6 ven to His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople in regard to this matter and have taken note 
















































h press referred to above would, however, appear 
Sir N. O'Conor reported on the 14th instant that 
Aifatrs that orders had been sent 

















Thave, &c, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE 











N 





133, 


India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received May 1.) 








sate for Lore tion of Lord George Hamilton, 
ards herewith, for t f the Secretary of Stato, copy of a telegram 
to the Viveroy, dated the 20th instant, relative to the creation of Turkish administrative 
posts on the Katr Gonst, 


India Office, April 30, 1903, 












Inelosure in No, 133, 


Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India, 
(Pelographic,) _P. 


YOUR totegeany of the 
wero telegraphed hy Grand 


India Office, April 29, 1908. 

‘ith instant. Sir N. O'Conor reports that instructions 

ier on tho 27th instant not to allow status quo to be 
disturbed in any way in Katy, Grand Vizier is now being pressed to instruct. the 
Vali to sont orders to Yusuf vit Bushire not to take up his appointment at Wakra. 
Should Grant Vizier vefuse, steps will have to be taken to stop Yusuf at Babrein, and 
such orders as may bo necessary to make this course possible in enso of need might 
now be gi 
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No. 134, 
a India. Offce to Foreign Office (Received May 1.) 

_ "THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments (o the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of tora Gee Tinton, 


forwards herewith, for’ the information of the Secretary of Stare oneee 
5 E fc : ry State, @ telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 20th instant, relative to the French ilag quettion st alte 


India Office, April 80, 1908. 
——————e 


Tnelosure in No, 134, 





Lord G. Hamilion to Government of India, 
(Secret.) 


(Welegraphie,) _P. India Office, Aprit 20, 1903, 
YOURS of the 16th instant, Muscat, Were French ‘toe olders apprchended 
by “Perseus” steam-launch within Museat territorial waters? 








No. 135, 
is India Offce to Foreign Office (Received May 1.) 


JULE Uuler-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Ui de 
Scerofary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
farwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated today, rogarding the new Mudit of Wakga 


India Office, Moy 1, 1903, 
a 


Tnelosure in No, 135, 











Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Ielegraphic,) P, 


EL KATR. Pending further orders, Colonel Kemball has heen instructed that, 


huless Yusuf Bog returns to Bussoral, he should be detaing itable 
Lacanecr nee eas he should he detained under suitable and 


May 1, 1903, 









Yo. 136, 
India Offce to Foreign Ofice—(Received May 1:) 


—— India Office, May 1, 1903, 
IN continuation of my letter of the 2th April on the sabia of ae policy of 


Heng Treaties with the Upper Yall, Upper Aulaki, and Beda with avene 
[ie tamareation of the Aden frontier northeast to the desert, I am inten hy Lord. 
7B Lamilton to forward, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, eopy 
ofa telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 20th ultime,® se pporting the views already 
pluton eae ee Resident, and'to say that Lond George Hamilton concurs wih a, 
thon catreased by the Viceroy that it will bo desirable to. include Lovee Wels 
‘tons the tribes with whom the Resident should be authorized to conclude dae 
Jim ditected to add that, having regal to the Vieeroy's suggestion that an 
“atiould bo sent with the Chiet of Beda to report on the fuets ae to the Heist 
1 dat ee of Beda cand Behan, Lord George Hamilton will be glad to reeitent ge 


early fe Lord Lansdowne’s view ‘on the question of con ing Th i 
ly Lansdo ae question of concluding ‘Treaties with 
tribes concerned, : ae 
































Tam, & 


(Signed) A, GODLEY, 





* Seo India Once, April 80, 1903, 
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2. They complain, and Mr, Preece forwards their complaint to the Legation 
without comment, that Mr. Taylor's salary was included in the expenses of the road. 

We would heg to refer you to pp. 4 and 5 of Mr. Taylor's letter, and to add 
that Mr. Taylor was in supreme eharge of the operations for their entire duration, that 
he was detached from our business at great disadvantage and inconvenience to oure 
selves, and that he has received the thanks of our Board, together with a substantial 

ratuity—not charged to the Chiefs—for the able manner in which he discharged his 
estremely onerous, trying, and quite exceptional duties, 

3. Mr, Proece, writing in July 1902, gives it as his opinion that it was unneces- 
sary to send an engineer that summer. As a matter of fact, it was essential, not only 
for repairs to the track, but also for the purpose of affixing elips to the suspension 
ridge at Godar-i-Balutak. ‘The mission of the enginecr was renlered practically 
abortive, so far as the track is concerned, owing to the fact that the Chiefs would not 
provide him with facilities in procuring labour, 

4, The Chiefs contend that we are hound to provide more caravanserais, On this 
point we had thought our intentions had been made elear beyond cavil at the time of 
igning the Agreement. We inelose a eopy of the correspondence which passed between 
ourselves and the Legation at the time upon this subject, marked (B), 

5. As to the charges made by Mr. Preece of want of patience on our part, we 
Would, with great deference, submit that these are searcely fair in view of the tact that 
our interest and instalments are now several years in arrear, and that we have hitherto 
avoided enforcing our sateguaris in the desire not to embarrass His Majesty's Governe 
ment while their hands were so very full elsewhere. We would also refer you to p. 
of Mr, Taylor's letter (A), 

Tt would obviously not be possible for us to accept the s 
Mr, Pi As regards the letter given to the Chiefs by Mr. Taylor, we have not the 
original, anil are therefore unable to verify its terms; but Mr, ‘Taylor had no authority 
of ony kind to modify in any way the Agreement arrived at between ourselves and the 
Chiet trough His Majesty's Legation, and with the participation of the Persian 
Goverment.” ‘The letter wis wrung ont’ of him by the Chiefs at the very incep 
the enterprise, nt w tine when it was impossible to estimate the eost exe yory rough 
way. We hinve looked up Mr, ‘Taylor's letters to us written at the time, and ive find 
that the inctosed letter, dated Isfahan, the tth June, 1898, refers to this matter, marked(C). 
‘Taylor makes it plain that reference to. the Chiefs was really only contemplated in 
vase it Wore found necessary to spend sunis on the road to the extent of two or three 
times the original estimate, 

We have more than once pointed out that under our Agreement with the Chiefs it 
Was Hot ineumbent uyon us to-do more than erect the bridges, and spend the balance 
conscientiously upon the roa, Ax events have turned out, it might have been better for 
ts, but not for the Chiefs nor for the interests of the traffic, if we hal erected the bridges 
Vefore spending money on the Such a course would, indeed, have involved the 
Chiofs in heavier ultininte expense, and it would have retarded the tralfie, But the extra 
sum would not have heen spent, 

IC must abo De veniembered that at the inception of the enterprise, Mn Prevee’s 
iggestion of building the bridges with oli telearaph wire, to be sup 
iment of Inulin, for the moment held (lis field, 






































itlement sugwested by 



































































our very best by the 
ot a ease of a contract in the ordinary sense of the word; our 
services were xratuitous, and the profits were to go to the Chiefs 

‘The form of ou Azreement with the Chiets was neither ol 
suggestion; it was substituted by the Legation for a very different document which 
embodied ou own views, We did our best to meet the viens of the Logation, We 
were told that we must trust to the Legation to see us through, 

The result of our work is that for the insignificant cost of about 3,001, a good 
caravan roid with solid steel suspension bridges has heen built, extending across the 
most intrieate mountain country for a distance of 270 miles, Since the early Middle 
Ages—and, perhaps, more probably since a much earlier period—no road has lain 
across these mountain fastnesses, 














our own choosing nor 









































We submit that it is scarcely just in return for this servico to Brith 
carcely itish comm 
that we should be muleted in heavy damages. and be exposed to persoeal chee 
ment at the hands of one of His Majesty's officials, i 
2 would be most improper for us to do more than defend ourselves; henco our 
relative positions are entirely unequal. Even were it. possible to leave thie condone 


tion ont of account, our personal relations with Mr. Preece would forbid any different 
conrse, 


‘The true cause of this regrettable and symptomatic incident 
nected with the attitude of the Chiefs—must be sought not personal differences 9f 
any: kind, but in the fact, patent to all, that for the moment at all events, Russian. 
influenes is in the ascendant in Persin and British influence on the decline’ Tenet 


stances there is a great temptation among British officials and { 
: " Is ers 
fecling the pressure to fall out between themseles, Pe IE 


se atieat ce and ourselves thoroughly understand one another. Far greater then 
their natural aversion to ey is their desire to use this question as a 


mpathy 
me of 














cause not uncon- 


















tnat the maintonanee of the 
or conveniently he left in its present 





We would, therefore, recommend that withont prejudice to the guarantees of the 
Persian Government or (o the responsibility of the Chiefy, the peice ot Artal 10 
raat Agteement should come into force and tho collection of the tolls be placed fi the 
hands of the new ‘Transport Company, 

After deftaying the ost of repairs and depreciation, and providing for the 
Higut of the yearly instalments, one half of the net profits would he paid to-tho Chiet, 
ind the other half to the Transport Company, who would undertake the advatnoleare 
of the road, the Chiefs policing it. 

st aypesite in the consideration of this proposal is the reeent ex 

Islan Customs in the Karun Valley at Russian instigation, 

indepen tet eer that such a measure would hy resisted to the utmost by the 6 
raagtendent ‘Arab Chieftain who rules the Arabs fir and. wide in that ostewivs 
Fesion. Such, indeed, was the opinion generally held, and not, wo think, wiheee 
reason, 

(As. matter of fact, the change hay been suddenly and most quietly .offectod 
tiaving been paved hoforchand by diplomacy : Es 
lie following is, we understand, the general out 
ect artived at by the Bela 
question, Sheikh Khuzzel :— 

‘The Sheikh has recived 
territ 
























lishment of 















outline of the settlement which has 
Customs Administration with the Arab Chieftain in 















vernment have 
his tui on oF heslship 
hich he iiqurs by the loss of the right to 








customs is mad 

1Wvial privilege of ex 
Apply a similar 

never been Collector 















summer, it is, at all” ev 
repair after the meltin 
Pp. 1 to 3 of Mr. Tayh 
10 send up an en: 
im with faeil 


* you to 
). Ht will be necessary 
Id undertake te provide 
in a certain preliminary 





































| PSS Ee 












108 















sum to defray the out-of-pocket expenses, We trust that this may be arranged by the 
od offices of His Majesty’s Minister. : : 

Be Tice) sia, geblCoe! ote oeimecany af suet nessun tite ihe  Cbiats up to 

date, and to enumerate the inclosures in this letter as follows 


Mr, Taylor's letter of the 16th November, 1902, marked (A). 
Intentions of Messrs, Lynch Brothers, marked (B). 
Mr, ‘Taylor's letter of the 4th June, 1808, marked (C), 
Statement of necount with the Chiefs, marked (D). 
Tam, & ve. 
(Signed) PRANK BOTTOMLEY, 
Acting Secretary. 

















Tnclosure 1 in No, 140, 
(A.) 
Mr. Taylor to Mr. Lynch. 



















ear Si Alnoaz, November 16, 1902. 
ee EFERRING to your inquiries ae tothe slate of tho ‘Baka route, the repairs 
done by the Chiefs and the account of expenses Fendered by sto them for engineers 

ent up to paint the bridges, &e., I hex to reply as follows. = 
we, hia Youd th cortain jot tala dete wees ruinous alate. ‘These parts are, 
Osten-i-polongi near Dopulun, the stretch from Shellil to Pul-i-Amarat, the Pul-i- 
Amuirat Hill itself, also the Zigs at Gundam Kar, many bits upon the road from 
i-Diz. to Gods, the whole staze fiom Gollne to Malamir Plain, including: particularly 
fala) : Khurslieed and Towla, and. particularly 






































effective be done the m 
Mr, Preece wrote 
than we cot 

















xlge any of the} pointed stones 
‘a waterway to lead the water 
that the road is fast becoming a watereonrse 
ving only loose 
T have travelled over the road 
ore between each journey, 









store 
hice tines shinee T ade ian at int 
nd Lean trace the gradual deterioration, ‘A ee 
Seite Ae ba CatenTRCuT took (SW aNTOS dosent ohieh: Cie over and 
over again ridden down and galloped up when Eas at work on the road. 
SOS Depulun tarGou fie CH ibds: HayG MUNN ti Nopaidy web eGCAAL MOST 
of stone el Iu this side of Malamnir they have never dons even that, 

Repairing the wad propery, inches rather more merely than eleating away” stones 
it includes waking watensnys in places where they are noeded, the gradual improvement 
of very steep picces, and generally improving the track, and the Lurs eniployel by the 
Chiets'are quite Tinorant of all such details and never will do the work properly 
nder competent European supervision, rane 
cevithg. Chol asorilon MME Wo wars add (6 tackle the slretch on the top of 
Maulvwari Hill is pure perversion of fact, han 2 : 
SEEN Sila are eA (Amacat) Hill wat wo bull dhe bridge, and by that 
fim the funds had bean so much exeeeded that we could only do aulisient to the hil 
itself to make it possible for animals to get up, and we were unable for want of funds 

ch the piece the Khans speak of, A é 
eae Jipenser Phe aceourt of Mr. Bailon’'s expenses to whieh the Khans 
allude amounts (0 4,122 krans, 
"The chiet items are his pay for forty: 













































we days, that is from the day he left the 
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‘Tigtis boat at Bussorah to come up the Karun and start to Malamir, up to the day of 
his rejoining again in Bussorab, and the mule hire, 

He had with him a man sent by the Chiefs, and the arrangement was that he was 
to point out to this man all the parts of the road which needed repair and tell him how 
to do it. 

Naturally, he went as far as Ardel, as our road extended to there, ‘The assertion 
that he stayed five days at Ardel isa falschood. He left Dopulim at 7 aat., reached 
Ardel, had breakfast there, and returned to Dopulun that afternoon, 

He stayed a day at Dopulun to take measurements of the brick bridge built 
by the Khans there and to sketch same for your information ; then he re reteraed ty 
Godar, painted that bridge, went onto Pul-i-Ainarat and painted that one, and returned 
immediatel 

When itis considered that Arde) is thirteen stages from Alwaz and thitteen buck, 
that he had to come up from Bussorab, make his arrangements for starting, paint tho, twa 
bridges and return to Bussorab, waiting in Ahwa: 
five days in quarantine at Bussorah, the time is by no means excessive, 

Every item of the account is out of pocket expenses, is also the case with the 
accounts of Mr. ‘Taylor's expenses last year to Isfuhan, and Mr, Glanville’ expenses to 
fix the clips at Godar and attempt to repair the road, 

‘The Chiefs have at all times been treated by us with the greatest courtesy, ‘They 
have never been charged anything but actual expenses at all tines, We have nevor mado 
any commission or profit upon any of the road transactions, and the Buphrates anil 
‘Tigris Company's steamers have never received a penny freight upon all the matonat 
carried by them, 

Personally T have devoted more time and trouble to this road during the last 
five years than I have to the firm's ordinary business, and yet, despite all these 
aigantager Teeelved, the Chiefs have never even given us thanks for the work done upon 
their behalf, 

On the contrary, they take every opportunity of making false statements to the 
Legation, to Sir M. Daratd, and to Mr. Preoce, ‘Their accusations against us avo all 
vague, nothing tangible is brought forward, but the impression is given that we have 
generally wasted money and feathered our nests at their expense, ‘This is all done with 


the obieet of repudiating their liability for the extra 3,001, whieh had to’ be spent on 
the road, 







































Lam, &e, 
(Signed) "A,B, TAYLOR, 


————____ 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 140, 
(B) 


Intentions of Messrs. Lynch Brothers as contained in Mr. H. P. B, Tyneh's letter to 


Mr: Hopwood of January 18, 1898, anid as understood ly Her Mojesty's Legation, 



























IT must also be clearly understood that all we undertake to do for 5,000h ig 
Wut Mle bridges and spond balance conscientiously upon track and earavanorai 
‘sl that this sum merely represents our opinion of outlay sulviont to induse watnes 
















= 






Dear Mr, Lynch, Foreign Office, March 1, 1808, 
‘The following is copy of telegram sent to-day to Mr. Harding 


ith alt rat, Comsiders the Agreement, as explained in your telegram No. 28, corresponds 
Wy Alterations previously telegraphed, and is satisfactory. He agrees to sorete ee 
arbitration clause, but, inasmuch as the Legation are. tow practically sole arbiters, he 
sy alers it important Legation should clearly understand his Intentions we telographed in 
yew 1% Subject to this, please sign for him, He has deposited. romee ¢ attorney 




































Yours very trul 
(Signed) C. A, HOPWOOD, 


ar 





three or four days for the steamer and” 
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Paraphrase of Telegram from Mr. Hardinge, dated Tehran, March 3, 1898. 


Mz, Tynch's intentions as telegraphed to me by your Lordship aro perfestly 
understood by Her Majesty's Legation. I have to-day signed the Agreement wit 
‘Ali Guli Khan, and am sending it to the other Chiefs near Shuster by special 
messenger to be signed by them. Within about twenty days I hope to hear of its 
signature, 


Mr. Hardinge to Mr, Lynch. 


(Extract,) Tehran, March 2, 1598. 

[fully appreciate the justiee of what you say as to what should be expected of 
‘you in order to induce traffic upon the road; and were I here | would engage myself to 
Uofend your interests stoutly, L think, however, that there is no doubt that every 
other Head of this Mission would do the same.” I am pleased to have had a share 
in this business, as I have really great hopes for the future of this road, and I 
think that in making it you will erect the only monument in this country to British 
enterprise, 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 140. 


) 
Mr. Taylor to Messrs. Lynch Brothers. 


Dear Sirs, Ispahan, June 4, 1598. 

T WROTE you from Malamir that I had seen Sirdar Asand aud the Sepah 
Dar, who had boil promised their utmost assistance, and that it was arranged that 
T should go to Charkhor and there confer with the other Khans and settle the question 
of labour, fs 

When we got to Dopulun’the Sirdar ascertained that Hajt-il-Khani and the other 
Khang were at Ardel, so we went there instond of going to Charkhor. 

‘At Ardel [had a conference with all te Khans, Haji-il-Khiani was unwell and did 
not attend, bit, in addition to the Sirdar and Sepah Dar, there were present Shahub-cs 
Sultanah, Semsem-cs-Sultanch, Amir Kuli Khan, Khosto Khan, and many others. L 
nd anticipated some opposition fom the minor Khans, but Iwas surprised at this 
Mejlis to find tliat not only were thoy virulently antagonistic, but that the Sepah Dar 
also shaved their views. 

y that the road would cost far more than 275,000 krans to make, 
including th and insisted that T should sign a document guaranteeing to 
complete the road for that sum, ‘This was, of course, out of the question, and I could 
oily assure them that the money would be spent to the best advantage, and that, in our 
‘opinion, it would suffice to improve the road sufficiently for caravans to pass. ‘This did 
not content thei, aud the minor Khans (especially Khosto Khan) were so vehement, 
tind talked so loud aliout never allowing the work to'be started, that [feared for a time 
the mecting wonld break up and necessitate intervention from ‘Tehran, However, after 
Aigcussing the matter, | got to the bottom of their fears, 

It seems that the Persian Agreement sigued by Sirdar aud Sepah Dar ceads that if 
more money is needed for the road we are to supply it, ‘This, L imagine, refers to the 
SAH road bch tiny aftornante Ne-seritred bat thoy whderstood Jt to. mean. Gat We 
could spend as mich money as we pleased upon the road, say three or four times the 
above amount, and that they would be bound to repay it, interest and capital, and, to 
use their own words, that we would “eat them up and take their country from them in 
satisfaction,” 

Tassied them that we had no intention of spending any more than the amount 
specified in he contract, and that if, when this was spent, any places needed improve- 
ment, they could do it themselves. 

‘Mey then asked me whether L would give them a letter to say that we would not 
spend more than 300,600 krans upon road and bridges without their consent. ‘This I 
assented to, and gave them the desired undertaking in writing, ‘here is no harm in 


i 
doing this, seeing that we have no intention of advancing more than the amount specified 
in contract. 


With them it is not a question of 50,000 krans, more or less, but they feared that 
we might exceed the amount two or three times, 


Lam, &. 
(Signed) A. B. TAYLOR. 





No. 141, 
‘s India Office to Foreign Office —(Beceived May 2.) 
(A 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 2nd May, relative to the French flag incident at Muscat. 
India Office, May 2, 1903, 


Inclosure in No, 141, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic) P, May 2, 1908. 
MUSCAT. Your telegram of the 20th, rea 
Flag-holders in question are stated by Major Cox to have been overtaken about 

20 miles from Muscat by steam-cutter of His Majesty's ship “Porsous,” on the 

appronch of which Cox understands that they ran ashore at Ras Abu Daud, in Muscat 

(orritory, and that they were apprehended while trying to eseape over the rocks, 





No. 142, 


Indin Office to Foreign Office (Received May 2. 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 


Svoretmry of State for Forcixn Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Se of Stato, copy of a tologea 
from the Resident, Aden, to the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, ‘dated the Ist Maye 
lative to the Aden delimitation : 


India Office, May 2, 1903, 


Inclosure in No, 142. 
‘The Resident, Adten, to Government of India. 


raphic.) P, ee Aden, Muy 1, 1908. 
sey, W ELIE reference to Sir N, O'Conor’s telegram to Mr. FitzMaurice, dated the 
25th April, Colonel Wahab telegraphs as follows :— 

“No. 26). Sultan's Trade docs not authorize de 
hut me 
ven 


0 i imitation on basis of green Tine, 
iuires that line should be strictly applied to the ground, A great part of the 
ine on the map is only dotted, and as F pointed out in my telegrams Nos, 256 
vid 200, it is an absolute inipossibiity to interpret the Trade in this strict manner. 
lhese delays are inevitable, so long as no instructions are issued to the Bi 
\uissioners beyond those given and interpreted by the ‘Turkish Govermmenty 

In documents Nos. 7, 8, and 18 accompanying my Memorandum of the 
oe last, the country of the Dakkam tribe is styled by its official name of 


(Repeated to Secretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 
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No. 148, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 2.) 


‘| i is compliments to the Under- 

THE -Seerctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Un 

Beas ot Sinle for Foreign AGpirs, and, by dircetion of Lord. George Hamilton, 

forvaris herevith, for the information of. the Secretary of State, copy of telogram 

from the Viceroy, dated the Ist May, relative to the establishment of a branch of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia in Seistan, 


India Office, May 2, 1903. 


Tnclosure in No. 143. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. a 
(Telegraphic) Pe a ay May 1, 1908. 
MY telegram of 24th Maj R ; d 
Gat atran gotients fox ontuiehmant of Seistan beanGh! 96 Trapertal Bank of Persia 
be expedited, in view of fiet reported by Whyte on 7th April that the Russian Bank is 
sonding accountant from Meshed to open a brinch bank in Seistan 





No. 14, 


Admivalty to Foreign Office (Received May 2, 
& piensa Admiralty, May 2, 1965, 

” TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
tho inforiaation of tho 8 OF State for Foreign Airs, deeypher of telegram 
ated the 2nd instant, from the Commande , East Indies, relative to affairs af 
Muscat, ; 

A copy has also heen sent to the India Office, 
i Tam, &. 
(Signed) "EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnelosure in No, Ltt, 


Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty. 


(felographi Trincomatee, May 2, 1908. 

K Have leon reached Muscat telative to protection of Sultan's 
subjects under Brench flag, and have heard French ship “ Infernet ” had been reostey 
from Suez, and was expected to avri at Museat 3rd Mi Tlave temporarily 
detached  Naiad” to Muscat to join “ Pers _ 





No, 145, 
A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 2.) 


(No. £0, Commercial.) 
(Telegraphie.) _P. ’ 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN Commereial Declaration. : 
With reference to your Lordship’s telogam No. 81, Commercial, of yesterday's 
date, Uhave been informed by the Ministry of Customs that the Persian Government 
have tak preparation of the Shali's ratifieations, and as soon as those of 
the King arsive here we ean doubtless e: them, 


Tehran, May 2, 1903. 
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No. 146, 


Foreign Office to Mr. H. Lynch. 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 2, 1903, 

WITH reference to previous communications in regard to the provisions relative 
to the levy of road dues in Article 4 of the Declaration signed between the Russian 
and Persitn Govemments on the 27th October, 1902, am direeted by the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to inform you, confidentially, that he has recently been in correspandence 
with Tis Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran ‘on the subject, and that with his Lordship’s 
authorization, Sir A. Hardinge has stated in an official note to M, Naus the interpre. 
tation which His Majesty's Government place upon the Article, 

‘The statement is to the effect that His Majesty's Government understand that 
the rahdari taxes which the Persian Government’ bind themselyes to. abolish aro the 
duties which were formerly levied by the Government for keeping up the public roads, 
and which were consolidated into a duty of 22 shahis per loud collected by the 
Customs at the frontier; and that the stipulation that fo road dues or tolls are to be 
established on other than carriageable roads refers to the future only, and eannot be 
made to apply retrospectively to any British enterprise without the previous consent 
of His Majesty's Government. 

Sir A. Hardinge also pointed out in his note to M. Naus that it would be contrary 
{i all rules of ‘equity that the Concessions obtained for you and guaranteed hy the 
Declarations of the Sadr Azam and the Mushir-cd-Dowleh of the 10th October, and the 
{2th December, 1897, should be modified in any way without a fresh Agreeme 
between the two parties, 

sie A dlardinge had previously explained the views of His Majesty's Government, 
&s stated above, to M. Naus verbally, and had been assured by hiin that if the question 
were ever raised whether the tolls on the Bakhtiari road wore not contrary to the 
{usso-Parsian Declaration, he would support the view of the matter taken’ by. His 
Majesty Government, 

road from ‘Tehran vit Sultanabad to the Karun, Sir A. Hardinge 
is useless to endeavour to obtain for the new ‘Transport Company 
t to levy tolls on those parts of it whieh are not passable by carriages, - He 
suggests, however, that if the Company raised the tolls on the eatringeable seotions of 
the road, ic. from Tehran to Sultanabad and on the bridges, and granted a rebate or 
ralvetion to merchants willing to pay on their goods a voluntary toll for the upkeep 
or the non-earriageable parts, they might obtain the same amounts as if. they charged 
on all portions of the road, whether carriageable or not, the. low tolls hitherto levied 
by the Imperial Bank of Persia. No objection could be taken to the Persian Governe 
ent allow Company to raiso their tolls on the earriageable sections of the road 
foreo on the Resht road, which is stated to be eight times higher than 
that on the Kum road. Such an excessive raising of tho tolls would, however, lead to 
(arent diminution of the traffic, and Sir A. Hardinge therefore suggests that the 
mpany might rise their rates just sufficiently to make it cheaper for caravans to 
wntary tolls on the non-carriageable portions of the road in return for a 
reduction on the earriageable par 





No, 147, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowene.—(Received May 3,) 
(No. 90.) 
(Melegraphic.) BP, Constantinople, May 8, 1908. 
KADR coast Mudirs: Your Lordship's telegram No. 94, 
Tam glad to learn from Resident, Bushire, that. he has been instrueted by Indian 
Government to detain Yusuf, if necessary, at Bahrein, as Grand Vizier has refuse te 
instruct Vali to send Yusuf orders through the Resident, 








(1617) 





nit 


No, 118. 


Consul Sykes to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 4.) 
(No.8) 
My Lord, Kerman, March 25, 1908. 

SINCE writing my last. despatch, I have the honour to report the arrival of a 
new Governor-General in the person of his Highness Aziz Ulla Mirza, Zafar 
Saltan 

Owing to the fact that the Central Persia telegraph line is rapidly approaching 
this province and will eventually cross the entire breadth of Persian Baluchistan, it is 
evident that, at this juncture, the appointment of a friendly Governor-General is of 

iderable importance. 

ome weeks before the arrival of his Highness I was visited by his Deputy, who 

d the most friendly messages to the effect that the Zafar-u-Saltana knew 

‘of my Persian friends, and hoped shortly to. make my acquaintance. ‘This 
forerunner indulged in violent diatribes against Russia, which may or may not have 
been genuine, but, at any rate, they showed that his Highness was anxious to be 
considered Anglop s 

Upon the arrival of the Zafar-u-Saltana, £ sent Mirza Nasrulla Khan Nawab 

i tio sowars to welcome his Highness, who, by stopping his carriage for a con- 
siderable period, showed in the most marked and’ public manner that he was anxious 
to establish friendly relations with this Consulate. 

When 1 paid’ my official call his Highness mot me in the garden, and, during 
the course of a protracted conversation which was carried on in Freneh, hie was good 
onough to say that lie had heart from every quarter how T had helped successi 
Governors-General in their efforts to ameliorate the condition of a 
provines, and that he intended to ask my advice constantly, especially with regard to 
Baluchistan, His Highness thon inquired about Kerman and Bahichistan, bit more 
oapecially was he anxious to obtain information about. this latter province. When I 
{erminated my. call, I did sa with the feeling that the most comlial and frieadly 
attiinde of his Highness was genuine 

Upon returning my vat the question of Baluchistan as again rolerrel to ob 
ongth, and Twas finally asked to suggest « suitable man for the post of Governor. 
‘Tho niattor being one of such immense importance, Tasked his Highness to give me 
time for roflection, ind I finally recommended Wali Khan, a member of the Wakil 
wl-Mulk family, and one of my dlidest and most intimate Persian friends. 

A fow days Inter Wii” Khan dined with me, when he thanked me for his 
Appointment, Which he owed to this’Consulate, and ho said that he was prepared to 
onder me ev vice which Iny in his power. 

‘Mie importance, my Lord, of this appointment can hardly be ove 
hitherto, Governors of Baluel  hiven of a vory low type—with for ox 
they have been inhabitants of Bam- and as their sole idea has been to enrich themselves 
at the expense of the Baluchis ant any Hindw traders, they have necessarily bee 
in opposition to this Consulate, which has had to exercise all its influence to obtain 
the settlement of eases, 

‘Pho VakileuleMulk family, on the other hand, has been strongly Anglophil since 
the days when its chief was Sir John Malcolm's entortainer or “nichmandar." Sir 
Frederic Goldsmid mointained the most cordiat relations with the second and thind 
generations, while the fourth and fifth generations aro my most intimate friends, 
‘Whey supply Governors to half the province, and the head of the family bas been 
commisstoned to huild the telegraph quarters for Kerman. 

Tho difforenes then will he enormous, as, in Baluchistan, supplies are frequontly 
unobtainable except through the Governor, aud my considerable experience of 
Taluchis points to the fact that, without the Governor's cordial and. strenuous efforts, 
the telegraph material may take months to reach its destination, In this connection 
it is most important that T should he informed, as soon as possible, of the course 
which the telegraph line will follow east of Bazman. Not only is it desirable to 
prepare the minds of the Baluchis, but it will also be necessary to make special 
arrangements for dealing with the lawless Chiefs of Sarhad or Sarawin. If the line 
runs to Guetta the former district must he crossed, and if it crosses Southern 
Baluchistan to Karachi—this is the alignment I favour—Sarawain is traversed. 

However, it is only by the appointment of « friendly and intelligent Governor, 
who will also reap the ndvintage of haying heen Governor of Bam, and, in 
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of being a member of the Vakil-ul-Mulk family, that any satisfactory arrangements 
could possibly have been effected, and as this appointment entirely depended on the 
will of the Zafar-n-Saltana, I venture to think, my Lonl, that his Highness has given 


a most signal proof of his genuine desire to co-operate with this Consulate, and’ that 
his action in this particular case augurs well for the future, 


T have, &. 
(Signed) P. MOLESWORTH SYKES. 





‘No. 149, 


Sir A. Hardinge io the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 4.) 
(No. 49. Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 14, 1903. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, as a French courier is leaving tomorrow 
r Trebizond and Constantinople, a copy of the French text and Agreement for an 
advanee of 200,000/,, by the Imperial Bank of Persia to the Persian Government, the 
Enylish substance of which I gave your Lordship in my telegram No, 55 of the 9th April. 
The original document romains for the present, pending further instructions from your 
Lordship, in the custody of the chief manager of the Bank. 
As Thave already had the honour to report by telegraph, the Russian Legation 
ame aware, on or about the 5th instant, that there was a likeliliood of the acceptance 
by tho Imperial Bank of Persia of the Persian Government's offer of the fisheries, 
on the evening of the 7th M. Viassoff proceeded to the Grand Vizier's with the 
fon of demanding that before any Agreement was concluded on the subject, it should 


ferred to St, Petersburgh, so as to sat the Russian Government thut it contained 
Highness coolly replied that he 


ig inconsistent with their own Loan Contract, 1 
rodit wns too late for this, as the Agreement had been signed three days previously, it 
on the 4th, the date on which Ehiad accepted in principle the amended draft proposed 
M, Naus, in placo of the one inclosod in my despatch No. 47 of tho Gth instant, 
hen, on the principle that the offensive is the best dofensiv, turned on the Russian 
sister and reproached him bitterly for having attached such hard conditions to. the 
aul Joan for which he had asked fim, that he, the friend of Russia, had becn driven 
io negotiate with the English as the only alternative to secing himself dismissed 
frou office and an anti-Russian Ministry installed in power. ‘This attack seems 10. have 
ved remonstrance on the put of M. Vlassoff, who merely said that the conditions 
en insisted upon, not by himself but by M, de Witte. 
_ Under these circumstances it was necessary that the Agreement should he signed 
forthwith without the further modifications or amplifieations which I should personaliy 
hed to introduce into it, and M. Rabino having received the necessary authority, 
at an carly hour on the following: morning, the formality took place the same forenoon 
(Sth April). It was arranged that subsidiary questions ant dotads should be dealt 
in a subsequent exchange of notes Letseen M. Rabino and M. Nous, and 
respecting. these T stall Nave the honour to address a further doypiteh to" your 
ordshi 
Rapid action was absolutely essential, as the Grand Vizier, hard pressed by the 
Court party, was under the necessity, in order to save his position, either of accepting 
Uc terms offered by the Russian Government, or confronting the latter with an aecom= 
p! lied fact, in the shape of an Agreement signed with us, Had he failed to provide 
‘te Shah with money his overthrov was a question of a day or 80; in fact, so confident 
wore the Opposition of it that they lad: actually distributed, it would ‘appear, with 
His Imperial Majesty's acquiescence, the various offices among the new Ministers, 
snd were only waiting for the couclusion of the “Ashura” on the 11th instant to 
strike the blow. 
‘The Russian Minister, I believe, promised the Grand Vizier, on the 81st ultimo, to 
iain the Caspian Fisheries adyauce for him without conditions, and was, I think, 
“Ineorely desirous of doing so. Iudeed, it was currently believed for a day ov so 
‘orwards, that he had. succeeded in this, and the Atabek-i-Azam thus obtained a brief 
spite, but M. de Witte declined to abate his terms, and M. Grabe, his Agent here, 
essed his confidence that an appeal for help to England would be in vain, 
The proposals made by the Banque d'Escompte on which the whole question 
surned, were that, in consideration of a loan of 200,000/, for six months, the Persiau 
Government should 


(a.) Close its Mint to the public and make its coinage a State monopoly, 


with 
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(t.) Grant to the Banque d’Escompte for the duration of all Russian loans the 
exclusive privilege of the supply of bar silver to the Mint at invoice price with charges 
and a commission of 2 per cent. 

The effect of this arrangement would have been disastrous to the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, against which there can be little doubt that it was directly aimed. 

‘The continued existence of the Bank’s note ie depends upon a constant supply of 
coin, ie, of newly-minted silver. This supply would have become intermittent and 
might frequently have stopped altogether ; so that the note circulation would have had to 
be reduced or perliaps abandoned, ‘The Russian Bank, moreover, whilst claiming the 
right to the exclusive supply of silver, refused to give any assurance that such supply 
would in all cases be forthcoming, It would therefore have been sufficient for it to stop 
importing during a few months to place the Imperial Bank in jeopardy 

It must be remembered that the Mint turns ont alout 500,000/. or 600,000. worth 
of silver coins a-year, often defective and badly struck ; that this output is so much b 
the requirements of trade that the Persian kran has a purchasing power of 20 
cent, above its intvinsic value, and further, that there is a constant outilow of 
coins into Russian Central Asia aud an equally constant dearth of currency in Northern 
Persia itself. 

a result of the cessation of the Imperial Bank’s profitable silver imports, its 

es to the Persian Government must have been so reduced that it would not have 

been difficult for the Russian Government to extinguish the existing ones altogether, and 

demand as a condition of their own next advance to Persia that her borrow from the 

Imperial Bank should cease, thus entailing a decrease in the earning power of the Bank 

which would almost haye put a premium upon liquidation, aud placing the Persian 
Government more than ever under the heel of its only other creditor, 

‘ese grave perils have happily been averted for the present by your Lordship's 
decision, and that of the Viceroy to afford the nd Vizier assistance in the only 
in whiell he deems it open t under the Loan Contract of 1900 to accept it. Not 
only lias he thus been placed by us under a distinct obligation, but the spell of Russian 
financial tutelage has been to some extent broken, and the foundation laid, | hope, for 
its ultimate destruction, I haye informed him that the Bank had been placed in a posi- 
tion, owing to assurances received by it from your Lordship, to advance to the Persian 
Goverument the sum of 800,004, and that 1 anight, indeed, mention to him privately 
that even more might he provided upon certain conditions, but that I thought it best at 
first only to treat on the basis of an advance of 200,000, M. Naus was also of opinion 
that this would be easier because the sum of 200,000/,—the only one as to which it would 
be necessary to make any communication to the Russians—represented the value of the 
Caspian royalties, on which the offers, both to the Russian and Imperial Banks, had 
turned and whieh were, as he expressed it, “In fagade” of our arrangement. But I 
Hope your Lordship will authorize me to offer the remaining 100,001, 

Majesty’s Government are to Tend the Ba shen the Persian 
neat applies for it, on conditions similar in principle, though perhaps better expressed, 
to those of the present Agreement. ‘That the Grand Vi will do so is certain, as the 
whole of the present advance is beng applied to the repayment of debts, including 
(HUOL owed to the Banque d’seompte, 60,000! owed to the Imperial Bank (partly 
ce 1 recent advance of 40,0002, and partly on account of interest on the 
1,000, made in 1901), which the latter will, however, relend immediat 
When this extra 100,000 hias been advanced, Persia's total debt to English creditors 
will be 500,0002,, payable out of the Gulf Customs, a sum the repayment of which, even 
if it were possible under the Contract, would seriously reduce the value to Persia of any 
fresh Russian loan on the Northern Customs, if not entirely absorb it. 

M, Vlassoff has expressed to an informant of mine his extreme dissatisfaction with 
the Grand Vizier for having taken our advance, adding that never in the course of a long: 
Oriental experience had he had to deal with so false and slippery a person as his 
Highness, and although M. Grube professes to regard the matter with indifference, | 
ami told to-(ay that M. de Witte has sent him a telegram intimating that the Ras 
Government Will, to let Persia feel its displeasure, now put high daties on the Persian 
Caspian fish. 

T have, &e. 
igned) ARTHUR H. HARDIN 


uz 


Inclosure in No, 149, 


French Text of the Agreement for an advance of 200,001, by the Imperial Bank of Persia 
to the Persian Government. 


CONTRAT entre, d'une part, le Gouvernement Persan, représenté par son 
Altesse Emir Atta Beg Azam, Amine-Sultan, et son Excellence M. Naus, Ministre 
@Ftat, diiment autorisé par Sa Majesté le Schah ; et, d’autre part, M. Joseph Rabino, 
Chief Manager de I'Tmperial Bank of Persia, diment autorisé par la Direction de eotte 


Ban 

“Witmperial Bank of Persia fait au Gonvernoment Perean ime avance de 200,000 
productive Wintéréts & raison de 5 pour cent an, 

Le Gouvernement Persan s'engage & rembourser In dite avance & I'Tmperial Bank 

ingt années, capital ct intéréts, au moyen du produit des redevances qui lui sont 
dues pour les pécheries de la Mer Caspiennie. 

Hest convenu si les revenus des péchevies de la Mer Caspienno étaient insuiisants 
pour assurer Ie paiement régulier du remboursement prévu ci-dessus, le Gouvernement, 
Persan s'engage A prélever et i payer les sommes nécessaires A cet effet sur les 
ruvenus des Postes et des Télégraphes, ct en cas d'insuffisance de coux-ci, sur les revenus 
des Douanes du Fars et du Golfe Persiqu 

Pour les contestations pouvant sit 
Contrat, le texte Francais prévaudra, 

Ainsi fait en double expédition en Frangais et en Persan A Téhéran, le 4: Avril, 
19} 


au sujet du Vinterprétation du présont 


On Persian text (signature and seal), 


(Signed) ATTABEG AZAM, 
(Autograph of Shab.) 


‘his writing is correct. 
Date: Garden of Gulistan, 


(Signed) J, NAUS. 
3, RABINO, 





No, 150, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 4.) 


TILE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by ditvetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 


to the Vieeroy, dated the 24th Apri, waive to the Russian quarantine cordon in 
ia. 


India Office, May 2, 1903, 


Inclosure in No. 150. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. 
QUARANTINE cordon in Persia, 
Your telegram of the 14th. 
_ Sir A. Hardinge states that Grand Vizier can hardly be expected at present, 
is position Leing still precarious, to take strong measures against Russian 
interests, He has, however, now received a reminder to the note Sir A, Hardingo 


ee to him on the 23rd March, and has promised to reply officially after seein; 
he Shah, 


India Office, April 24, 1903. 
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No. 151. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Receive? May 4.) 


a) ‘ 2 oe 
‘THE r-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Suorcany af State for Horejgn Aft, an, by divetion of Lord Georgo Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 2nd May, relative to the reported murder of a merchant of 
Sana by a Haushabi. 
India Offce, May 4, 1903, 


Inclosuye in No 151. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Tudia. 


(Wel i Tudia Ofice, May 2, 1908. 
(eR ORATATION has een received by the Turkish Ambassador that early in 
Februnry last a merebant of Sana, Ghanima by name, was murdered by a Haushabi 
on his way to Aden, Ambassador desires arrest and punishment of murderer. 
Resident should report, and, if necessary, take action, 
(Repeated to Aden.) 





No. 
Julia Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 4.) 


uy i i iments to the Under- 

‘MIE Under-Secretary of State for Tndin presents his compliments to the Uu 
Resrtary etter os Geveian a Mtns andl by direction of Lont George Hamilton, 
forwnrds herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the rd May, relative to the new Mudir of Wakra. 


India Office, May 4, 1908, 


Inclosure in No. 152, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


furtia fice, May 8, 19 
(Hoegeap is) ee aut aay Initia Office, Mi 
YOU telegram of tlie Ist May. 2 : } 
hore is no mention, Ep unne, to do more than prevont Yusuf from embarking 
for Wakra, or for some port from whenee he could reach that place. This is certainly 
desivab i 





No. 158. 


Memorandum respecting Trade with the Karun River. 





i Tmporta from | THA porte 


| 
| ruse Me Todla, | an) Cheatiten 





i ne 





‘Nhe imports into the Karun ports are not given for the various 
separately after 1895, 





ne 
No. 184. 
Lord Curzon to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receited May 6.) 


(Confidential,) 
My dear Lansdowne, Viceroy's Camp, April 12, 1908, 

I THINK that I had Detter send to you direct the following rather important 
correspondence. ‘The writer is a Mr. Dobbs, a young civilian who was at one time 
Private Secretary to Sir A, MacDonell, and whom I took into the Political Depattnient. 
He has served fora time in Beluchistan, and is now returning from leave vid Persia, 
He is an intelligent and reliable young man, and his testimony ig worthy of serious 
consideration, 

I know nothing about the D'Arey Concession myself beyond what I have read in 
the Foreign Office print, But I have not the slightest objection to Mr. Dobbs’ letter and 
Memorandum being shown to Mr. D' Arey orto te Directors of the Syndicate in England, 
It is at any rate the opinion of an intelligent and disinterested observe: 

‘Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) CURZON. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 154, 


Mr. J. Dobbs to Sir W. Lawrence, 


Dear Sir Walter Lawrence, Kermanshah, March 4, 1903, 

IN view of the great interest which his Exeelleney the Viceroy is known to take in 
Persian affairs, Lam venturing out of my sphere in asking you, if you think proper, to 
ting to his notice, by placing the inclosed Memorandum before him, the danger which 
I humbly conceive to exist of x serious blow being inflicted on British prestige by the 
ignominious collapse of the D'Arey oil scheme in Persia, 

1 know that Major Newmarch has recently visited Kast-i-Sherén, and hay 
jresumably reported his impressions to Government, and I only desire to supplement 
tiny uel zeport from my point of view as an outsider; as T have. pedhaps Waa apelal 
facilities for forming a judgimcut on the situation, owing to the fuet that 1 have been 
able to mix with the-Kurds in their houses and speak with them in Persian, and have 
also cautiously obtained information on the state of the tribes and the attitude of the 
authorities during my stay here in Kermanshah, I have also by chance come into 
contact with Cesari, a Customs official on the Perso-"Turkish border, whom. I helieve to 

active Russian agent, and have heard him over his wine boasting of his influence 

xhibiting an almost tmconcealed hostility to England, Moreover, E have sat in 
nd heard political matters discussed, 

As you will see from the inclosed Memorandum, the Directors of the Oil Concession 
Syndicate in England have been induced by misrepresentations to believe that 
Vr. Reynolds, the engineer in charge of the works, lias caused hostility by his inoxpes 

n Persian affairs, and is likely to cause the undertaking to be a failure, ‘They 
Juave in consequence overridden his authority, made his position intolerable, and made it 
lingly probable that a failure will result, My main objeet, therefore, in addressing 
xcelleney is to bear independent testimony to the groat tact which’ Mr. Reynolds 
has exercised in his dealings with the wild Kurdish tribes. My second object is to bring 
\o his Excelleney's notice the political importance attached 16 the D'Arcy undertaking 
1 the eyes of the people of the country, I am aware that his Excellency is. probably 
ready in possession of most of the facts set forth in my Memorandum, but L lave 
thought it possible that some facts may be nev, or at all events set forth in'a new lights 
sind it has occurred to me that he might be disposed, in view of the importance of the 
tuatter, to cause the present state of affairs to he communicated to the Directors of the 
))'Arey scheme in England, in order that things may be set straight and the danger of 
a failure avoided. 

TU know that I am running the risk of being charged with impertinence in meddling 
‘vith matters which do not concern me; but I trust that, if his Hxeellency takes this view 
oF the case, he will kindly regard this letter as only an ill-considered cffort of patriotism, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) J, BOBBS. 
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PSI go from here vid Kangavar and Sultanabad to Tspahan, which f shall reach 
about the 22nd March, I shall be in Kerman about the 20th April, and hope to arrive 
at Quetta about the Ist June. ve 


ee 
Inclosure 2 in No. 154. 


Note on the D'Arcy Oil Concession in Persia. 
(Confldential,) otek: 

"4 CONCESSION to prospect for work and refine oil throughout Persian Kurdistan, 
Kermans ‘on, and.Arabiston was originally granted by the Persian Gorernment 
to Mr, Kitabji, former Direetor-Gencral of Persian Customs. The latter went to 
Bagland, und ‘vas introduced: by Sir Henry Drummond-Wolf to Mr. D'Arcy, who lias 
dingo financed the Concession, ‘The interest in the Concession retained by the Kitabjt 
family isnot known. Acestain sum was paid dovn to the Persian Government when 
the Concession was granted, and the principal conditions of the Concession are that a 
Company shall be formed! for working the Concession, and an additional sum of 20,0001. 
paid to the Persian Goyernment before the 3rd June, 1903, failing which the Concession 
FI lapse, and will on no account be renewed, If a Company is duly formed and work 
carried on by it, the Concession is to Inst for sixty yeurs. 

@, Tn the beginning of 1901 Mr, Burls, a geological expert, was sent out by the 
holders of the Concession to inspect the country. He found that continnons oi 
Henring strata stretch from the neighbourhood of Kasr-i-Shérén, close to the Perso- 

irkish frontier in the Province of Kermanshab, down through the Kalhur and Tur 
country to a spot south of Shuster ; and he reported that the most favourable point at 
which to commence drilling for oil would be at Kasr-i-Shérdn, close to two natural oit- 
iv have long existed on the Innd of the Bajian Kurds, producing about 

Jat the small village of Saklayon near by. ‘The 

in the hands of Mr. Redwood, 


Kitabji 
experience of Persia. 

3, When Mr, Reynolds arrived at Kasr-i-Shérén, duly furnished with all necessary: 
permits and instructions from the Persian Government, he found the following state of 
Pruits oxisiting among the Kurd tribes in the neighbourhood of Kasr-l-Shérén. 
‘Phe point at which boring was to commence was situated in the land of a section of the 

Bajlan tribe ruled over by Aziz Khan, This chief is practically independent of 

‘control of (he Persian Government, since he is within an lour's ride of the ‘Turkish 
frontier (tho Bajlans have no separate * sardsce “and “ garmsér”), and is closely connected, 
with te powertul tribe of the Jaf Kurds in Turkish territory, under the leadership of 
Mahnud Pasha, If the Governor of Kermanshal were to attempt to coerce Aziz Klan 
in any way the latter would at onco take refuze among the Ja(fs, and the whole of this 
portion of the frontier would be thrown into confusion by the raids which the Jaff tribe 
would certainly undertake as reprisals upon Persian territory, 

‘Azin Khan was at first Vitterly hostile to Mr. Reynolds, and the latter at once 
percoived that he would be powerless unless he could eoncifinte this Chief. After, some 
Inquiry into local polities, he found that Aziz Khan vas heavily. in debt to the Governor 
of Kermanshab, and he determined on the bold stroke of paying off the whole of Aziz 
Khan's debt, and thu ‘him as a friend. ‘This device sueceeded completely, and 
Aziz, Khan is now a firm fri Teynolls, whom he looks upon as his protector. 
Mr. Reynolds then set himsslf to over the neighbouring tribes, who could at 
any moment wreek the works by a suid ‘and in whose land it may be subsequently 
necessary to bore for oil. By friendly intercourse and judicious presents he has now 
fon over Mahmud Pasha of the Jafls (across the Turkish border) ; Mauzin-ul-Mulk, of the 
arent G ie, to the immediate north of the oil-works ; Samsam-ul-Mamalik Sher 
han, of tho Sinjavd be round Kasrishérén, and Daud Khan, of the Kalhurs, to the 
south, 

"Among these tribes he }ias now acquired an influence which I do not hesitate to 
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compare (0 that of Sir Robert Sandeman among the tribes of Thal Chotiali and Zh 
Se EBroducing avery great politi effect. I speak Persian, and Daa 
possible se freely with the Kurds (who all 5 hi a 
imperfect) on my recent journey from Basaaa to cen: Srey fone 
point of not halting at the regular stages in earavanserais, but of passing the nights in 


Kurd houses, and of visiting as ine 
, and of visiting as many of the prineip: i i 
only bys Kurdish servant and © Pentak walbiece cae eee ccm’ 


nal experience of the light in which the. Deen eee 


experien 1¢ people of the country re : 
A fe the great «Rast Natat" or master of iy taer Ate, Resto 
se his yand kindliness, which they contrast. with our of thei 
prite his. gene “Kind i . with the behaviour of th 
Peni 3 and they look upon him as the representative of the power of Great 


‘The following incidents among others in my j i 
vl incidents among my journey illustrate the position. whi 
clas won among the Kurd, Ustared frm RearSherch afer a nigh of heany se 
pe ae wee ae miles away. The small River Kuratu, which Thad to eo ia 
ford Bposite Ae han’s fort, was in heavy flood, and a large number of the “Baja 
on eure a opposite ban to atch Be struggling across, When I had Ged 
ban me up and asked me whether { was a Russian, IT said, “No; 
Tam an Englishman, and am going fo see the Raes-i-Nafa “the ee na 
"hat is good, We want only the English. Why is the Raes-i-Nafat goin, Tage 
aaa ed suother country taking his place®” | (He referred to the lapentiig : 
demarure of Mr. Reynolds, and fs Kunporary subtitition of Me Rosonplater ff 
American, of whom: .) replied that the new Raes was cont 
reap Hed by tbe. English race, and was to all intents and purposes: at Tenatishet, cow 
thse seemed satisiod, and I proceated on my may, The second incident to whick 
r ! as returning from the oileworks 
wil vos of milk a ou from thee House vo viliges Wh Vind ts eta 
¢ for Mr, Reynolds, They were evidently di h 
fend that I as a stanger and explained thal thy ainays bought bons of milk 
Mr; Reynolds when he passed. A thied incident, of which 1 have heard accounts, i 
ail more striking, Aziz Khan, with an armed band, recently eame by accident face to 
ta dace near Mr. Reynold!’ camp, vith his deadly enemy, Kader Khao, wht 
nn Mrs Heyuoda tannaped fo peut fhe ro ae eae 
i wo parties to return cir 
lem onl of all this Nas been (a result possibly. not Raat y ba ‘ 
Fromsied of the Concsta m that. the jundertaing Is, A o powerfully fhorenaal the 
a Taare eg NC ee at vee le neighbourhood. The Jafls, the Gorans, the 
jaws, and wander widely, their  garmsérs” and : 
aust, "Mey carry the nave ofthis grit undertahiny and of ts boneleont gi 
Director over a largo oxtent of country, and the collapse or mismanagement voltha 
gzneer, would be looked wpon throughout this region as a sigual lial. defeat of 
pages Bt fore, of the very grentest importance that such a result should 


fed by the indomitable eno 
staff under him, and has aA 
his own hands, ’ His staff has 
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convey it by an immense pipe-line, 8 inches in diameter, and capable of transporting 
95,000 barrels a-day, over hill and dale as far as Ahwaz, 285 miles off. The line for the 
Pibe has been surveyed! by Mr. Cruddar, an Tndian Government surveyor; but le does 
Ff acem to have quite understood the possibilities of pipe-laying, and it is feared that 
treat parts of the line will have to be re-surveyed. Tt is calculated that the pipe 
{is prajected, woul! weigh 21,000 tons, the cost of transport of which alone would 
average 202per ton, In addition to this, the line crosses numerous hills, at the foot of 
heli of whieh reservoirs would have to be made, and pumps set up at each reservoir to 
force the oil over the hills, ‘Che cost of transport of the pumping apparatus also would 
he very heavy so that the initial cost of the plant alone vould! probably amount to not 
Joas tian 1,000,001, Arrangements would then have to be mxde for paying subsidies to 
the trikes (Kaihurs, Luts, &e,), through whose territory the pipe would pass, a measure 
whieh would produce a great politieal effect, A second gevloxical expert, Mr, Dalton, 
was recently sent out by the holders of the Concession, and he is now examining the 
country, especially the region in t nbourliood of Shuster, 
5. Tnow approach a matter which, apart from any financial consideration, threatens 
1 the selieme under consideration. All was going well, and Mr. Reyno! 
ining all loral opposition, when. the concessionnaires in England sent out a Poi 
famed SheikheuleMulk, with instructions to Mr, Reynolds to consult him in dealing with 
the Porsias, This man is n native of Kerman, is believed to have been for a long time 
t journalist in Paris, and has no particular position in Persia, nor has he any knowledge 
ifthe Kurds, Tiles, such as that of Sheikh-ul-Malk, are obtained from Government 
Hy tie Ine! Governors in Persia fn roturn for small eash payments, and mean nothing. 
‘We ShelkheuleMulk arrived at Kast-i.Shérén, and gave practically no advice to Mr. 
Reynolds, but oecupied himself in telewaphing and writing hone reports to the conces- 
siguunires in England over Mr, Reynolds? head, Hesoon became a centre of intrigue in 
ile camp, representing chat he had the ear of the powers at liome, and tried to yet all 
the payments of gilts, salaries, &e,, into his own hands, with the obvious desire of 
cuviehi nis and aequaintances. ‘The line which he took up was that Mr. 
wan exeiting hostility in, the neighbourhood by not employing Persians ex. 
iy, and by not dispensing money with sullieent liberality, ‘To any one who. has 
scon angthing of Ue Kurds (sho, wre the only: people who matter in tis evstieetion), 
sel: an allegation i an absind caro no more for the Persians thian far any 
Miher mace, he eoncessionnaires. itt Ensland, however, apparently under the aslvice of 
Mr. Kitabji, Vclicved in tho Sheikb's representations, and seat out numerous telegraphic 
dilors ovecriding Alt, Reynolds! authority, ordering. him to reinstate petty menials, 
Cel na farroshes, whom le had dismissed for incompetence, to employ various persons 
Stugostod by. the Sheikh (such as a useless interpreter named Nasrulla Khan, who 
Teceives the absurd sitary of 25%, aemonth). ‘The contents of every telegram of this sort 
fire at once known through the length and breadth of the land, and Mr, Reynolds! 
Nas undermined in every possible way, Finally, in addition to the Shei 
Mull young want Kitalyi (brother issioner in 1 
jwassedl most of his tify in Europe and is quite 
Wied to tuteafore inthe management, Asan instance of dhe interfering attity 
Hiention that he desired Mr. Reynolis not to be so friendly with the 
‘ess of the project that the Jills should be 
(Mr, Hdwarl Kitabji bas now 
tolerable, 
ten, that he has sent i and isa 
yetun to Cugland, Janter, whiom | have already tweutioned, and who 
igiwelly sent out with instructions to Tugin separate borings 1 ter, as heen 
Temporarily sent up to take Mr, Reynolds’ phice at Kasr-isShérén, te is an American 
igen, who hts, however, long been identified with British concerns (it was he who 
superintenited the Assam’ oil-drlling operations Jn their initial stages), and li seems 
satined to earty on Mr. Reynolds poliey ; though T do not think that he is so well fitted 
{o deat with the tibes, and vin their eontidence, as Mr, Reynoldsis, He also feels, how- 
tor, that lie cannot remain i the coneessionnaites in England override his authority in 
polly matters, as they have done that of Mr. Reynolds ; and, if be goes, the whole affais 
vel be t miserable failure, and a severe blow will be dealt to British prestige in this part 
of the country, 

'S. The epinion of competent Judges on the spot now seems to be that the pipe-line 
will be so enormously costly that it ean only be made to pay by: (1) working up from 
Wwar (he coast, beginning with the ollstrata near Shuster, and pushing further up os 
[edine-s develops, next tapping the oil-strata in Kallur territory near the ‘Tarkish 
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frontier town of Mendeli, and finally auriving at Kasr-i-Shéré 

ef the pipertine would beable fo work o Eda emeciy: Gi Gr chair eee 
‘oueesion from the Turkish Goverment work oll onthe Turkish se of che fron 
slong the same strata, co as to have ol ily suficient wo supply the pipe, The obtaining 
defined and tis doubifl muctber the Helestcllatala se Mental are in, Tavnt oc 
Pers tetrtoeye It Ani viow wero, adopted the driling ae Mase echoes eect 
suecesf would have to be looked upon for the present as only eee, 
cattied out with the object of proving tNe existence of large desis of olla the strata’ 


and that place would have to be i ait 
He words He Het else rou dinrota, Bale unstated ta the alge fl it fa 


7. My conclusions are as follow 


(a) Th rey Ci i 

it) The. success DArey Concession depends, of course, primarily 

fidiug of oil ta paying quantities, the cost of ansport, Re, being vodered, The 

«sper Scun o bay ile donbt hat this wll De done, and if to be hoped that it will 
he done bef lapse of eC ‘iol 

bs done before the lapse of the Conession on the Si Jane, 1003, s0 a8 to enable a 
| fo) Suet from the queton of the exstnee of oi the underaking il certainly 
fail he conc aires at ie refuse to completely trust the m the spot 

adenine his anthorty by Hstening to the ittle-tattle of ee ia 

i-ul-Mulk, A strong man, with the instinets of an Indian 

wanted, who will pursue a policy of winning over the tribes to hi 

the Chiefs in opposition to the Russian pol 1 

Mr. Reynolds, 


i and supportiny 
Such a man TI believe to a io 





No. 155, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 6.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India i 
f of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Serolary of State for Foreign Adin, and by direeton, of bel Goons seHtAi lean 
awards t ation of the Secretary of State, copy of slosure i 
a letter from the Fore ‘Sect y, Ca ‘a, dates e Aral eonnetvodie nee 
4 ier from the Foreign Secretary, Caleutto, date the 10th Apel, relative tothe new 
India Office, May 4, 1903. 


Tnclosure in No. 1; 
Lieutenaat-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) 
.) . Bushire, March 28, 
1 HAVE fle houourto sport with reference to my telegram, date the 1th Meh 
nhs subject of 1 Kate that) on the 16th istant the mnibsteamer feo Bussoralt 
iw Mushice, “Abdal Karin Efendi, the Mutiresignate for Odd vas on boa 
jie Bahosin. 1 had him interviewed, aud he sated hat his destinttion had heen 
_ lie vas to have gone to Odeid, ut he knew what a desolate place Odi vas, 
aie ia managed to arrange a transfer to another place called Alayun, which Cam 
le to locate bat whieh is believe, somewhere uear Katt or AL Mass, al he was 
go is way to Al Massa to oben onders from the Mutessrits Aw regards. Odeid, he 
ited that another oficer, whose name he did not know, had been appointed as Mudir, 
He ia5.0f Kurdish origin, and was nom in Bussorah, and would probably come to Babin 
tthe following mail,” He stated that Sheikh Jasim-bin-hant hal asked the Porte to 
{itlish adiinistrative units at Zobara, Waka, and Odeld, and that Arabi Bend, who 
Ball hrein by the preceding mail-steamer, was nominated to the Zobara 
ich, and that Yusnf Bog, now at Al Hass, was to go to Wakr 
id not mow the numberof soldirs to be stationed at the new post, 
sic Balt, L thins very probable that Sheikh Jasim hiss recommended to the Porte 
tis establisiment of these posts. The Turkish authorities have, { belave, heen for 
jin time anxious to get old of Sheikl Jasin, aul I gather that they wish to hold 
{im ferpanaible for the roeeatly disturbed stato of the country between Ojair and AL 
- Sheikh Jasim has therefore, in order to absolve himself from responsibility, 
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the Turks to establish posts at several points on Katr, knowing that we 
Teeny ast slew vith equanimity any occupation of Zobara and Odeid, and wishing to 
bapatareraes Pe ‘opinion, absolutely essential for the security of the Babrein istands that 
Zobara should not be oceupied by the Turks. Apart from the fact that the occupation 
‘of Zobara would be viewed with the greatest concern by the Chief of Bahrein, who 
Considers the place to be an appanage of his, and whose rights we are bound to maintain, 
the prestige which the Turks would: gain throughout. the eountryside by the occupation 
of this place, in opposition to the well-known views of the British Government, would be 
$0 great that an attack on Babrein from Katr could at any time be organized, and the 
tontinual presence of a ship of war in Bahrein waters, and perhaps even a military 
occupation of the islands, would be required. Regarding the oceupation by the Turks 
Of other places on El Kntr it is not, I think, necessary for me at the present time to add 
avything to what has already been said on the subject. 





No, 156. 


India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received May 6.) 


is i der 

‘PAE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Un 

Seerctiry of State for Roreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of letters from the 
Resident, Aden, dated the 5th April, and inclosures, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


India Office, May 6, 1908. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 156. 


Resident, Aden, to India Office. 


(Confidential.) Aden, April 5, 1903. 


JOPY of Colonel Wahab's Secret letter, dated Camp Sanab, the 2nd instant, forward 
‘il corp nts, to the Secretary, Political and Secret Department, India Office, 


London. It covers the political diary of the Commission from the 6th the 3lst March 


eee (Vor Political Resident Aden), 


gned, H, M. ABUD, 
Gee Lieutenant-Colonel. 


opi i een f vernment of India, Foreign 
te-—Copies of the diary have been forvarded to the Government of India, Foreig 
Hina oe ‘anal the Government of Bombay ; also to His Britannic Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador, Constantinople. 

ee 


Inclosure 2 in No, 156, 
Diary 
(March 6 to 81, inclusive.) 


March 6 to 12.—Nothing of importance to record, Business mostly at a standstill, 


‘ing to the Id festival, , A ‘ 
ow Teveh 13S Ali Mohsin Askar writes that disturbances continue among the 


have appeal 
Mareh 14.— Mi 


atfhir at Al Husen on th 

Nashir of Husen Shuks 

Interviewed Sheikh Hariz-bi 

to the eflect thut there was 7 

with him for visiting the British without consulting them, 
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March 15. in-Nasir, of Mafari forwarded a letter from Nagi Mohsin Abu 

Hadel, of Jihaf, to the effect that Saleh Zendani has repudiated his acquiesence in the 

British visiting Jihaf, and is throwing in his lot with Muhammed Nasir Mukbil, replied, 
ising Abu Hadal support, 

General Maitland arrived, accompanied by Mr, Fitzmaurice and the Amir, 

‘The Mutessarif of Taiz is reported to have visited Julela, 

March 16.—The Amir came, accompanied by Seid Muhammed Taha, of Jihat; be 
brought a letter from Sheikh Mus'ad Yahiya Said Maharraz, of the Halmin, cautioning 
him that all the Halmin and Aj’ud country was combining ‘against the British, at the 
instigation of Seid Ahmad Mohsin, 

Sheikh Ahmad Nagi, of the Al Yaba (west of Kataba), fled into Amiti territory from 
Markaza, owing to some difference with the Tarks, 

Merch 17,—Mr. Fitzmaurice visited Jaleta, and remonstrated with the ‘Turkish 
Commissioners for having sent a distorted account of the Al Husen incident, and about 
the Mutessarif of Taiz’s visit to Jalela in disputed teiritory ; also inquired about the flag 
incident at Al Wara in October 1901, whether the flag hud been traced, 

Bheikh Ali-bin Al Nagi Zendani canie, bringing a letter, sent by Seid Mubsin to 

kh Saleh Zendani, Nakib Ghalib, and the people ot Jibaf, inciting them to Jebud 

he British, 

id Muhammed Taha wrote that the recent action of Saleh Zendani and Nakib 
Ghalib in collecting Zedi mercenaries was due to their being elated by too free indulgence 
in“ Kat,” and that they are now more reasonably inclined. 

March 18.—Saleh” Zendani sent down one of his Zedi soldiers to feel the way for 
coming in to the British. 

and Dr, Innis paid an informal visit 
‘Turkish Commissioners at Julela, and found 
st received! orders to evacuate Jalela, and to demareate the Ainiri horder 
on the basis of the green line. In the evening, Colonel Mustafa Ramzi wrote to say: that 
they would evacuate Jalela to-night, and that they would be at Kataba; he asked me to 
Jot them know when we would be ready to proceed with the work of detarcation, 
Replied that we would communicate with them as soon as possible, Hubeshy Saleh of 
Jalela wrote that the British should not approach Jalela nor the Shairi country without 
ly cousulting him, Replied requiring him to come at sunrise to-morrow 


Major Tod left to start the survey in the Humedi country, and to réconnoitre the 
aan Valley route. 

‘The Turks withdrew completely from Jalela very early in the morning. 

rice, hearing that Arabs were destroying the builnings evacuated by the 

went over to Jalela with a party of Bombay Infantry. He was met in front of 

the village by a considerable number of Arabs, headed by Hubesh Saleh, ‘The latter 

parleyed, requiring that none should be put in authority over him replied that there 

was no intention of this, and that a post of 100 men would be stationed at Jalela to 

preserve order. ‘The Turkish post was then occupied by a detachment of the 23rd Bombay 

Rifles, under Major Delamain, and the Union Juck hoisted on the fla towe 

General Maitland left for Aden. 

Mare/ The Amir went over to Jalela of his own accord, and was found holding 
meeting in Hubesh Saleh's house, at which, besides Hubesh Saleh, there were present 
Sheikh Saleh Zendani of Jibaf, Sheikh Ahinadl Nagi of the Al Yubi, and the Shetkhs of 
the Shai 

Sheikh Shaif Mulbil, of the Humedi, came in to the neil to be 
recognized as Sheikh of the Humedi, as he feared that, on account of his having taken 
the side of the Turks, Husen-bin-Hassan might be made sole Sheikh of the Humedi, and 
would do him harm. 

Assured him that if he remained quiet he would not be molested, and would be recoge 
tized as «Sheikh, but that he could not expect to be made the paramount Shiekb, as under 

we Turks, 

March 24.—Colonel Wahab and Mr. Fitzmaurice rode out to Sanah where they 
found the Turkish Custom-house officials awaiting orders and not collecting dues. ‘hen 
went on to Kataba, aad visited the Turkish Commissioners and discussed with them the 
‘question of demarcation. 

Tt was agreed that a large scale wap should be made to show the actual frontiersline, 
‘nd a smaller scale map to show a wider strip of country. 


jytbtsia Warneford arrived to take up the duties of Political Officer with the Adin 
column, 


(2617) 
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Major Tod returned, having marched down the 'Tiban to near Musemir, met Sheikh 
‘Awas, of the Ahmadi, and the cousin of the Haushabi Sultan, and came back by the 
‘Mashwara Pass. é i 

March 26—Sheikh Ali Mohsin Asker, of the Mawsatta, wrote warning us of Husen 
Ali Askar intriguing with the Turks against the British. x 

March 27.—Reported that 100 Turkish troops have warched from Kataba to the AL 
Haiki country en route to Taiz ; also that Sheikh Ahmad Nagl, of the Al Yubi, who bad 
returued to Marknza, has fled to Jabal Hosha, and his house bas been occupied by Turkish 
Srnopars, Ns 

Piiaveh 25,—A Torkish trooper murdered in the Al Haiki country. 

Murch 29—Mr. Fitzmaurice, Major ‘Tod, Lieutenant ‘Tandy, and survey party 
niatviied, with an escort of eighty of the 23rd Bombay Rifles under Major Delamain, 
neat Kataba, und encamped 200 yards of the custom-house. ‘ 

Mareh 30,—Mr, Fitzmaurice and Major Tod visited the Turkish camp at Kataba, 

Licutenant-Colonel Ibrahim Seif aud Suliman Bey came oyer to the British camp 
to inquire about the mapping operations. Thrabim Seifi came again about the settle 
iment of the custom-house atfairs, 

Murch 31. Licutenant-Colonel Thi 
aygiin curue over about the settlement of custom 
drawal of the ‘Turkish officials, : , 

Colonel Wahab and the rest of the Commission arrived at Sanal: from Dtbala, 

One handred troops are reported to have occupied Al Husen, in the Al 
Haild country, to punish the murderer of n Turkish trooper, a 

Wrote to the Turkish Commissioners protesting against the ilk 
44 por cont, duty on cofiee exported from Yemen. 


nul Kailri Bey, Director of Customs, 
-s preparatory to the with: 


igal levying of & 


(Secret) fe Ad Camp Samah (near Kataba), April 2, 1908. 
Forwarded to Resident at Aden, 
a tact (Signed) R.A. WAHAR, Colonel, 


Tuclosure 3 in No. 156. 


Resident, Aden, to India Office. a i ee 
Contidentis Aden, April 7, 5 
Conny ot despnteh dated Camp. Sanab, the Sth April, 1903, from Mr. G, M. Fitz- 
maurice, Joint Commissioner to his Excellency the Right Honourable Sir N. R. O’Conor, 
Rrittanie Majesty's. Ambassador, Constantinople, forwarded to the Secretary, 
cal anid See partment, India Office, London. 
eal and Soeret Dezartmient nie OMe, Lao asst Aden, 
(Signed) HH, M ABUD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Note. —A copy of this despatel fins been forwarded to the Government of India and 
the Goyernment of Bombay, 


SSS 
Inclosure +t in No. 156, 
Mr. Fitzmaurice to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Sir, Camp Sanah (near Kataba), April 6 1003, 

* IN my despateh of the 22nd December 1 had the honour to refer to the gross 
integularities of the Turkish Customs at this village in the vieinity of Kataba and on the 
British side of the Amiri border. ‘The Sanah Customs was merely an organized 
system of briganiage, and its officials, not being regular Customs officers dependent 
ov the Central Customs Administration at Constantinople, are appointed by the 
Vali of Yemen or his subordinates, into whose respective ‘Treasuries the proceeds: 
are customs at Mafulis, eat Mavia, and on the road from Taiz to Musemir, is a 
similar institution, and I need only mention that its officials are mostly members of the 
family of Muhammad Nasir Mukbil. 
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Before the evacuation of Jalela frequent instances of their high-handed proceedings 
ji me to bring this state of things to the notice of the Turkish Commissioners, 
admitted it and, by their representations, mitigated the evil to a certain extent. 

Immediately after the evacuation of Jalcla Colonel Wahab and myself visited the 
‘Turkish Customs here, and expostulated with them on their peculiar methods, As 
reported in my telegram No, 10 of the 26th March to your Exedlloncy, they agreed to 
levy only the 1 per cent. fixed by Treaty except on coifee, on which, in virtue of orders 

ved some four to five years ago, they levy, in addition to the Treaty 1 per cent., 

. export duty for the up-keep of ‘Turkish schools in Yemen, As your 
in your telegram No. 10, thought it unadvisuble to raise the question at 
ople before delimitation of the Amiri border, I stated in reply (my No. 11 
h March) that, as the matter considerably affected the trade of Aden, I would 
try to make some temporary arrangement locally. 
nigh the Turkish Government, accepted the green line and the Turkish forces 
wehind it on the 22nd March, their Customs at Sanah, over 2 miles on our side 

w border, had received no instructions to retire, and we allowed them to continue to 
Jovy their dues even after the arrival of our eamp here. 

‘On the Sst March, Kadri Bey, the Head Director of Customs on the frontier, 
arrived and withdrew his officials on’ the following day. We took the opportunity of 
pressing on him and the ‘Turkish Commissioners’ the anomalous nature of the 

stra export tax on coffee, but they stated that, without, jnstructions from their 

they must continue to execute their orders on the subject. We then wrote to 
nd ob 


m convinced that representations from your Excellency at the latter Department 
ould materially contribute towards the removal of a tax which is both arbitrary and 
legal, at the same time that it constitutes a serious hindrance to Aden-bound 
trai 

‘The argument that this heayy export duty naturally tends to decrease the cultivae 

of Yemen's staple product is one that may not appeal to the pro-economic régime 

Sultan’s Government, but as it is against ‘Treaty, we ate entitled to demand its 

on, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) G.H, SIPZMAURICE, 





No. 197. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reveived May 6,) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Scerotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy diseetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Resident, Aden, dated the Sth May, relative fo the distribution of ‘Turkish 
troops in Arabia, 


Initia Office, May 5, 1903, 


Iuclosure in No. 157. 


Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 
) 2 Auden, May 8, 1903. 
y telegram of the 21st Ap 
1,500 ‘Turkish troops are reported by British Consul to have landed at Hodeida 
shout the 20th April, of whom 500 proceeded south-eastwarls to Zaranik country, 
ete distributed between ports of Khorwalla and Medhytte, and the remainder 
‘ve sent to take place of troops dispatched to's 
(Repeated to Secretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 
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No. 158. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 6.) 
(c) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India. presents his compliments to the Under- 


f ore rection of Lord George Hamilton, 
Becretary of State for Foreign Atfairs, and, by direction of ze Hamil 
forvards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the th instant, relative to the new Mudir of Wakra 


India Office, May 5, 1908. 


Tnelosure 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
Polegraphic.) P. A 
OE TERPRETATION in. your ‘telegram 0 
‘Yusut at Babrein is correct, Ihave informed Re: 





of Stnte for India presents his eo 1 the Unies 
and, hy direction of 
‘Secretary of State, copy of a telegru 
tive to the murder of 1 trader from 


Sana, in Hanshabi coun 
India Offer, May 6, 1908. 


a ee 


Inglosure in No, 159. 


Residteut, Aden, to Government of India, 


» Aden, May 6, 10 
(Pelegraphiv.) Ps 
rer SDEN logranc of (x6 Sud Ma 


the ler I territory. i y name, comics 
The murder in Haush story i 


his territory, whithes 
had cdl, and all trace of th 
Tost after they had » 1 he captured if he: 
‘of. Lwill have look out kept for them 





No, 160, 
India Offer to Foreign Office (Received May 3.) 


e) State for Indi jis compliments to the Unde 

{THE Under-Seeretary of State for Indin presents his compl nies 
Secale of State for Foreign Affirs, and, by direction of Siord George Hamilton, 
Farwants herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, eopy of inclosures i» 
Totter from the Foreign Sceretary. Calcntta, relative to inquiries made by the Russ 
Consul, Bushire, regarding Bassidore. 


India Office, Muy 6, 1903. 


SSS 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 160. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) + Bushire, March 28, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy of a report from the Agent at Lingah regarding certain inquiries made by the 
Russian Consul when he visited Lingah recently in the Russian cruiser “ Boyarin,” 

The flag is flown daily at Bassidore, but apparently the French Agent docs not 
know this. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 160, 


Residency Agent, Lingah, to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 
(Jranslation,) 

HAJL ABDUL RAHMAN-BIN-MUHAMMAD KAZEM, the French Agent, was 
asked by the Russian Consul (Bushire) whether there was anybody at Bassidore on 
behalf of the British Government, and Haji Abdul Rahman replied that the limit of the 
place in Bassidore which is held’ by the British Government is known, Asked : “Do 
they have a flagstaff at Bassidore?” Replied: ‘There is a flagstaff, and a flag) is 
flown on Sundays.” ‘The Consul said he had wished to go to Bassidore, but. he could 
uot manage to do it, He then went to the Custom-house and sent for Haji Abdul Hadi 
Lari, and made inquiries from him about the state of affairs in Laristan and the route to 
Tar. He said he had heen to Shiraz and places near it, and wished to go to Lar, He 
also said that he was going to Bunder Abbas, whence he would go to Muscat, and thence 
would return to Bunder Abbas, where he would pass a week, and then come overland to 
Lingah, and after passing a week go to Bushire, ‘This is what I have heard from 
persons who were present, 





No. 161. 
India Office 10 Foreign Offic. —(Received May 6.) 


India Office, May 8, 1908. 
WHITIL reference to your letter of the Ist May relative to the proposal to conclude 
aties with the Chiefs of Beda and of tho Upper Aulaki tribes, including, if 
ary, Lowor Behan, Tam directed by Lord George Hamilton to inclose herewith, 
for Lord Lansdowne's information, a copy of the instructions sent to the Government 

repeated to the Resident at Aden on the subject. 
Tam, &o, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No, 161. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Inctia, 


y to cause difficulty in actual demarcation are av ‘As authorized in my. 
telegram of the 9th January, he may also negotiate a similar Treaty with the Upper 
Yallai, ‘The immediate conclusion of a provisional Treaty with the Chief of Beda, and 
your suggestion in your telegram of the 29th that an oflider should besent to ascertain 
aud report on facts as to borders of Beda and Behan, are also approved. As to 
stipends, I would leave the matter to your discretion, 

(Repeated to Aden.) 





fei7) 
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P No, 162, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. 
(No. 112.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 6, 1903. 

THE Russian Ambassador obscrved to me to-day that he had read with interest 
the statement whieh T had made in the House of Lords last night on the subject of 
British interests in Persia. Tle saw nothing in that statement. to which exception 
could be taken. His E: id that T had not mentioned Russis, although I 
probably had Russia in my mind: tht Power, however, had no idea of establishing a 
naval base in the Persian Gulf, , 5 

Troplied that T was under the impression that my speech did not contain much 

new, and thit T had merely reaffirmed propositions which had on previous 

been made or implied On behalf of the British Government. I had 

never Keard that Russia ot any otter Power contemplated the acquisition 

‘of aunaval base in the Gulf, but, as bis Excellency was aware, there were many people 
who could not be persuaded that she had not suelh designs. _ 

Tis Excellency went on to say that, in his opinion, things were hardly ripe for a 
discussion between our two Governments as to affairs in Persia. It would be difficult 
to daw a hard and 1 British and Russian interests without raising 
questions which might lis instructions were to the effect that Russia 
Aveopted free commercial competition in Persia, and that was all. 

Tsaid that T fully realized the difficulty of Isying down spheres of influence, but 
that T thought it would not be amiss that lis Bxscellency and I should, if not to-day, 
perhaps on some other occasion, consider whother it would not be possible to arrive 
At an understanding upon vertain’ points concerning the policy of the two countries in 
Porsin. on 

‘We in this country recognized the preponderance of Russia in north Persia. On 

i, we hind special interests in. the Gulf, in the south ports, and also. in 


Seistan, With regard to the latter, said that weshould certainly regard with serious 
shonsion any attompt on the part of Russia to construct n railway from the north, 
to threaten the frontiers of India on the Beluchiston side, 

Mis Excelloney said that he fully understood our feelings on these subjects, and 
that he would he glad to discuss thei with me officially whenever 1 I In the 


iioanwhilo, he expressed the opinion that it was most unlikely that railway schemes of 
the kind whieh T lind deserihed would he undertaken by the Russian Government 
Lam, & 





No. 163. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Recei 


[1 Under-Secretary of State for faulia presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, ad, b ion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a letter from 
the Resident, Adon, dated 15th April, and imclosure, relative to the flag incident 
at Al Wara in 1901. 

India Offce, May 6, 1903. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 103. 
Resident, Aden, to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Confidential) siden Residency, Aprit 15, 1908. 
COPY of Colonel Wahab’s Secret letter, dated Camp Sanah, 12th April last, 
to the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, forwarded, with 
compliments, 0 the Secretary, Politieal and Secret Department, India Office, London. 

(Bor Political Resident), 
(Signed) H, M, ABUD, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 

y of this despatch has been forwarded to the Government of 
Bombay aud His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador, Constantinople. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 163. 


Colonel Walab to the Government of India. 
(Seeret.) 
Sir, Camp Sanak (near Kataba), April 12, 1908. 

WITH reference to the Resident at Aden’s telegram of 18th March last, from 
Dthala, commenting on the insult to our flag perpetrated by the Turks, and first 
soported in the Resident's telegram of 26th October, 1901. The facts of the ease have 

ily reported to His Majesty’s Government, and I beg to forward an account 
of the incident as ascertained by this Commission, 

When first reported by the Resident in October, 1901, Major Davies was sont to 
Dthala, and ordered to inquire into the matter, 

‘The Turks, however, were determined to shirk any real inquiry, and appear to 
uve taken steps to prevent his visiting the village of Al Wara, the scene of the 
outrage, and situated jast beyond the line from Jalela to the foot of Jihaf, te., the 
conion whieh they kept drawn round this Commission for over a year, 'To remove 
any pretext for his crossing that tine and visiting the place, Rahmi Bifondi, tho 
Kaimakam or Sub-Governor of Kataba, arranged to mect Major Davies between 
Jalela and Dthala, Rahmi Effendi did not deny that the British flag had heon pulled 
down at Al Wara, but declared that it had been done by Arabs, Major Davies’ 
subsequent investigations pointed to the inaccuracy of this version, and he again 
visited the Kaimakam, who refused to disouss matters, declaring that as Al Wara was 
on Turkish territory, he could not answer questions concerning it without the previous * 
smetion of the Wali of Yemen. 

Whether Rahmi Effendi took up this attitude of his own initiative or on 
instructions from his Chi s certainly uot the correct line to take in a matter 
connested with the flag of friendly Power, and it is obvious that, he had something 

ide. As this Commi ‘as appointed soon after, Major Davies was recalled 

the matter dropped for the moment, the Commission itself until quite recently 
nted by the Turks from visiting Al War 

‘The village of Al Wara was undoubtedly Amiri, and is situated about two miles 
from Dthala itself, where the Amir resides, When the Turks were pushing out their 
frontier preparatory to the work of dolimitation, they hegan advancing their posts 

se up to Dihala, and the Amin’s son, in his endeavours to stop thoir encroachments, 

ag at his village of Al Wara, ‘ho ‘Darks carly 

xt morning sent out frm Jaleia a purty of Turkish soldiers accompanied. by 

sorte Arab levies, who hauled down the flag and took it to Jalola. Tt is only recently 

that the villagers of Al Wara and Jalela, when no longor gagged by the proscuce of 

the Turks, dared to frecly give evidence on the subject, and they declare that at 

Jalela the flag was torn to pieces which was thrown into the Intrines (the proper 
‘Turkish treatment for an infidel ¢ 

Tahmi Effendi, the Kai for the occurrence has since been 
removed from Kataba, and tt Constantinople, 

L represented the above to the ‘Turkish Commissioners and said that, though theix 
own officer Rahimi Bey admitted the pulling down of the flag, it was’still open to 
thiem to disprove the latter part of the story by producing the flag, and 1 desired 
them to inquire into the matter and have it restored. 

_ ‘Chey apparently made injuries, but reported that they were unable to tree it, 
ving to the absence in Constantinople of Rahmi Effendi, and to the recall of 
Husen Hilmi Pasha, till recently Governor-General of Yemen, 

As the incident has not tendod to enhance our prestige on this frontier, TL feet it 
ny duty to report the facts of tho ease in onder that His Majesty’s Goverment may 
cmand what reparation they think fit. 

T have, &, 
(Signed) R. A. WAHAB, Colonel, 
Commissioner, Aden Boundary Commission. 


Note-—Copy forwanded to Political Seeretary, Indin Office. 








182 


No. 164, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Reccived May 7.) 
B. 
se) India Office, May 6, 1903. 

T AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the Ist May as to the instructions to be given to the British Commissioners 
on the Aden frontier with regard to the demarcation of the green line laid down on 
the joint map of the ‘Turkish and British Comm 

In reply, Tam to forward, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, copy of a telegram, 
dated the 4th instant, which has been sent to the Viceroy and repeated to the Resident 
at Aden, ‘embodying, for the guidance of the British Commissioners, the views 
expressed by Lord Lansdowne. 


Tam, ke, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 164, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P, May 4, 1903, 
RESIDENT at ees s telegram of th rd April. 

igi “ to the Amiri Jiouridary, jas the British 

and Turkish Commissione two Govern 
ments any points as to which they eo », ‘The green Macs a ae map, 
the view of Ilis Majesty’s Government, me approximate extent of Brit 

tle British Commissioners from demanding fall opportunitie 

and basin ils cially in regard to dotted 

They should not, however, propose any variations from green line 

evidence, nor any readjustments, unless mutually 


ir. 

Instructions wi issued to His Majesty’s Ambassador Constantinople to 
inform the Porte that, unless (subjec! Lb ervations originally con- 
templated) readiness is shown bh i to demareate line by 
joint agreement within reasonable time, ‘lie British Representatives will be i 
to mark out by themselves the line claimed by us, and that thereafter Mis M: 
Goyernment will protect from any ag ion the line so demareated. 





No. 168, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received May 7.) 


THE Under-Seerctary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Undey- 
I rs, and, by direction of Lord George Tamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the inforn Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 5th May, relative to the new Muir of Wi akra. 
India Office, May 7, 1903. 


Tnelosure in No. 165, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Velegraphic.) 2. India Office, May 5, 1903, 
MY telogram of 20th April. 
Telegram dated 8rd has Veen received from Constantinople ing that Grand 
is declined to comply with the proposal that he should telegraph vit Bus! 


Yusuf not to take up his appointment at Wakra. Please issue instructions 
accordingly, upon my telegram of 3rd May, for detention of latter at Balrein, 





No. 167°. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Foreign Office, May 7, 1903. 


Secretary of State for India = 


il Apri 4 7 
“Tt was originall di ard to the Amiri 
and Turkish Commissi are 
itn Dols a8 to wh he area 
these TEA eae eras inven Re intanl fl opportunities 
‘does not delir the British Commissi n denanting fal opportunities 
MRR faci] ad. bading propos therodb, espeeial in regan to dotted 
rae nee ould wot, however, propose ange saratous from green Tne 
ohaliniyo © \justments, unless. mutually 
son 
“ Thste 0 
Pon nea (abject, of 
inform the Porte that, wnless (su cote 
tented) reatines i shown by. the "urkish Cnunisionons 
fit agzonent witha eascnae cine, he Be Reet 
; enselves the line " y 
ey eens any aggression the line 80 demarcated 


jon i Mi 2 wo the 
cuthorized to make a communication in the sense of paragraph 2 to 
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No. 166, 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Reccived May 7.) 


(B.| 

©) coe Under-Seoreiury of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary, of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Resident, Aden, to the Foreign Secretary, India, dated the 6th May, relat 
to the Aden delimitation! 


India Office, May 7, 1908. 
————— 
Inclosure in No, 166. 
Resident, Aden, to the Government of India, 


Aden, May 6, 1908, 
for transmission :— 
id Customs post south of Sclat 
her rate than 1 per cent. ‘They 
ritish Commission, which wore 


Ottoman ports. ee to my telegram No. 260, Turks protest officially 
against our surveying within Dakkam limits; but to avoid delay surveying is being 
continued.” 


(Repeated to Secretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 





No. 167, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 7.) 


(No, 61.) 
Telegraphic.) P, 
LOAN” My lolagram No. 600 the Ist May, 
The Dnperial Bank has received an official appl 
for the additional 100,000, forming the balang 
ip's telegrain No. 35 of the 8rl App 
¥ Propose the introduction of an additional Article, providing, on the same 
il with the same guarantees, for the increase of the advance of the Ath Apel 
mount, aud, in order to strengthen our position against. repayment, we all 
K% for its taking the form of an annuity. ‘The Itiwsians seed not by informed of 
Article, 

n informed by on the customs. are 
already: perceptible, th the last: fortnight 
havinge L, xtra 100,004, should 

toms receipts ia excep. 
imports were temporarily checked, 
nmerub, should bring in about 


Fpaib0OL aeyear, as the higher duties on uou-Russian products will douheeee greatly 
increase their value. 


‘Tehran, May 7, 1908, 


ion from the Persian Govern 
of the 300,000/, mentioned in 
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No, 168. 
Foreign Office to Association of Chambers of Commerce. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 7, 1908. 

WITH veference to your letter of the 20th ultimo, T am directed by the Marquess 
of Tansdowne to inform you that negotiations for direct commercial arrangement 
Sith Persia are going on and are proceeding satisfactorily. His Lordship doos not, 
Therefore, consider that any useful end woulll be served by his receiving a deputation, 
find he hopes bofore long to he able to make a communication, to you on the subject, 

His Lordship begs that, in the mennwshile the above-mentioned information may be 
treated as strictly confidential. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) F. A, CAMPBELL. 





No, 169. 
Initia Ofice to Foreign Office—(Received May 8.) 


PEE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sccrotary of Sta an Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards horewith, for the information of the Scoretary of State, copy of m telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 7th May, relative to the Persion Loan. 


India Office, May 8, 1003. 


SSS 
Inclosure in No. 169. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Welegraphies) Ps May 7, 1903. 
WE reward situation, shown int Siv A. Hardi st May and recent 
i 5 108 nas extronicly misatisfactory. Situation appears to 
Dy this 200,001 have: al anced to the Imperial Bank of Persia, ant 
nother 100,000. is expected from xls, Furthor, the Government of Indin are stated, 
Mond Lansdowne's telogram of the Mh April, to be ready to advance a total sum of 
400,000). We never have been, and we are not now, prepared to advance so large a 
aAM fox no return, and through the whole correspondence we have pressed for 
siitnern Customs as first security, Tt now appears that Customs rank only as third 
pecurity, and ave confined to Customs of Fars and Persian Gulf, a phrase whieh we 
Thought oxtiemely ambiguous. Sir A. Tard ly to our inquiry on this point 
feos tu ns qmost unsitishetory. We fail to seo why we who are conferring @ favour 
Should be treated throughout-as though we were x ne, oF why the transactions 
Mould not be conducted in ordinay business form, We think it essential that next 
100,000, should not be advanced till \ on and have had opportunity of making 
absorvations on fall text of the contract in regard to both advances, and that, unless 
some political totum is obtained, such as that sly discussed hetween ourselves 
dnd Lge Majesty's Gavornment, the hakaner of 500,000 should not Te given at all, 





No. 170. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


UWelegraphic.) 2. 
ADEN delimitation. 
You should address a remonstrance to the Turkish Government against the 

proceedings described in the telegram from the Resident at Aden of the Oth May. 


Foreign Office, May 8, 1903. 
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No. 171. 


India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received May 9.) 


Pee ere tes ae for Tala presents his compliments to the Under- 
forwards herewith, for the information of the eae eae settee Han tans 
from the Viceroy, dated the Sth May, relative to the new Mulir ot Wome, ee 


: ra, 
India Office, May 8, 1908, ae 


Tnclosure in No, 171, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphic. P. 
MY telegram of 5th May May 8, 1903. 


Following telegram of 5th May has b ecel 
informing British Ambessador at Constantinople to sume citer Sh HO 


“Information has arrived from Balvreii % 
fe fahrein that Yusuf Bey si ee i 
th Apel ty leaying Balwein, and went to V a me eae fc 
al eae ont of that place ly the people, and returned on 30th {ocAIbidn (et, si 
am requesting the Commnander of His Majesty's ship ‘Lapwing,’ whieh is at Bahtetn 





No. 172, 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received May 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India prose 

fang of Stata oe Watan Ataice and. paolo ce eee 
forwards herewith, for the information of the S 
from the Resident, Aden, dated the 3rd ML 
Delimitation Commission, 4 
Office. 


India Office, May 9, 19 


to the Unde 
jon of Lord George Hamilton, 
cretary ef State, copy of a telegram 


d relative to troops with the 
Copy tins Thoth sox to! tho, Intelligeneo “Divisiny, oe 


Inclosure in No. 172. 


Civisrapigy py BAe Alen 10 Goverment of uti 

IN the opinion of my mili i Aa Sa 
Colonel Wa aftor consideration and consultation wil 
% per on fo mountain Latteries whether roquieel for SoaalVAGe aAe LIGNE 
Pernt, | Ahey can seach Adon in ten dnys by easy mares, nd asthe Mreathce 
ieee mate en for natives it is advisable that they should hogin 
ipuare #8 soon as possible, By their withlFawval, diMeultes of supplying fore at 
ivi eS Se ORs ion for carrying mules should be 

(Repeated to Military Secretary, Government of India; 


Bombay; and Constantinople.) PScMnTY OR BIAee 


—_—_— 
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No. 173. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.-(Received May 9.) 


(No. 94) 
(Telegraphic,) P. 
‘ADEN frontier. s 
‘he following telegram, No. 15, dated 9th May, 1903, sent to Mr. Fitzmaurice :-— 
10 Sublime Porte hear from their Commissioner that Wahab now insists on 


preparing a map to extend 4 kilometres on ‘Turkish side of green line, instead of 
2 Kilometres on each 


Constantinople, May 9, 1903. 


Sanali and Kataba, - : 

“ Apprehension of our raising a claim to Kataba seems to me the main cause of 
present. difficulties; and I believe work of delimitation south-west down the ‘Tibar 
Would bo greatly facilitated, and some latitude given to Turkish Commissioners in 
interpreting green ling, if 1 could give the Porte sit 
ready to accept greon line as houndary south of Kataba, 4 ‘ 

* You sliould, how. ain for the present from mal efinite declaration 
to the Turkish Commissioners, so tha wy use Kataba if we must 
have part of Dakkam heyond Wadi Tibar.” 


[presume a claim to Katuha would not be supperted by His Majesty's Govern 
ment; it would now be difficult to justify, but might be useful in ing about 
Dakkam, if abandoned at the proper moment. 

You Loniship’s telegram No. 9: Subject to your Lordship’s approval, I propose 
4o postpone action on tlese instructions 3 % 

‘Your Lordship's tolezram No, 100: Iam in communication with the Sublime 
Porte ss to the export duty referred to. 
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No. 175. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 455 

(Telegraphic.) P. i 

(Helegraphie) Be Foreign Office, May 9, 1903. 

I have received your telegram No, 61 of the 7th May. 

We consiler it most desirable to take advantage of the additional Loan, in order 
to strengthen our hold upon the southern customs of Persia, Would it not be possible 
to arrange that this should be the exclusive security for the advance ? 

Is ithe case that you intend to arrange for the extinction of the Loan by means 
of a sinking fund, spread over a long term of yeas, in order to strengthen ‘the pre- 
cautions against repayment ? 

‘Though we do not underrate any temporary diplomatic advantage which you may 
bo able to obtain through the Anglo-Indian advance to the Persian Government, it 
must he borne in mind that a permanent lien on the southern customs, and predominant 
influence in the south and east of Persia are the chief objects of our polivy, 





No. 176. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 10.) 
P, 
delimitation, 
ig telegram No, 19 sent to Mr. Fitzmaurice, dated the 10th May :— 


Tow much do you claim west of the Tibar Riveras Amiri-Dakkam territory. Tt 
scoms unfortunate you cannot accept the river as fronticr, What are the objections ?” 


Constantinople, May 10, 1908, 
Follow 





No. 174, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received May 9.) 

(No. 62.) 

(Pelographic.) P. Tehran, May 9, 1903, 
LOAN. Telegram from Government of India of date: 


With regard to the term ‘Fars and Persian Gulf; used in the Loan Agreements 
with Russia and with the Imperial Bank two years ago, T have always thought it 
wise (0 assume that it included all the southern ports of Persin as distinct from land 
stations, which are under a separate administration, such as Kerman, It is thus 
possible for us to contend that all ports are exeluded from the Russian Loan Contract 
altogether, whilst the Russians, in view of Persia's anterior promise to us, cannot 
exercise actual control over the southern land customs, even though their revenues are 
assiine) ty for the R an. But the bist time for raising this question 
Will be after one Commer t has heen ratified, when, in connection wi 
tho “ Rdglement i #8 the separation of the Customs Administra- 
tion of Arabistan Even then, some care will have to be exercised in 
Handling it. 

L Would, however, propose, if the Government of India insist on raising the 
point now asa condition of completing the advance, that the Tiyperial Bank should 
roceive this indirect assistance of His Majesty's Government in raising another 50,0001., 
to ho lent to the Porsian Gavernment on current, in liew of a direct Govern- 
mont advance, ‘The Bauk ean re-lend the 50,000 repaid it lost month out of our 
advance, and the requirements of the Persian Government would be met by these two 
sums, 

Tu fact, for the sake of political appouranees, the Grand Vizier originally asked 
that the balance of 100,0U0/, should be lent them on account current, and only 
incorporated with the remainder of the late advance in the event of their failing to 
ropay it within the year out of the customs—which, of course, will be the ease. 

Tsaid that I doubted your Lordship finding the money on these terms, as you 
particularly desired to avoid immediate repayment, 





No. 177, 


Sir 4. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lanadowne—(Received May 11,) 


R Tehran, April 14, 1903. 
Peat: Pujjar called on me on the 4th instant, and, after talking of the 
formation of a new Company for the development of the Atabistan trade route, said 
he would be prepared to undertake, under cortain conditions, the construction for it 
of agood caravan road over thesection from Khorremabad to Dizful for $0,000 tomans 
(6,0001,), X said that if he would put his proposal on paper, Tsvould send it home 
irough the Foreign Office for the consideration of the Company, and L haye now 
the Honour to transmit herewith a letter which I haye received from him embody- 
jy) Ui the new transport Company think it desirable to utilize the Moin-utCujjan, 
Sho has been for many years past rather a thorn in Messts. Lynch's side, or think that 
it would be worth while to neutralize his possible obstruction, I would suggest their 
entering into direct communication with him. is co-operation may be worth 
pa g) as he has considerable powers of hampering any enterprise, but I think 
ja essential that provision should in this ease be made for buying him out, should 
lis interference in the affairs of the Company become a nuisance, 
. Thave, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


—————_—_—_—__ 
Tnclosure in No. 177. 


Moin-ut-Tujjar to Abbas Kuli Khan. 
(Transl re il 

lation, Tehran, April 6, 1903, 

WITH reference to the conversation whieh Thad the honour to: have ‘with 


7 ene jonour to have with his 
eclleass te Minister, and the suggestion he made that, in order to proveab any 
34 2N 
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misunderstanding, I should put my proposal on record, T beg to make the following 
proposals :— 

T undertake to have a caravan road constructed by contract between Diaful and 
Khorromabad for tlie sum of 80,000 tomans. ‘The road will be better constructed 
than that which las been constructed by Messrs. Lynch through the Bakhtiari 

ry, One half of the expenses, that is to say, 15,000 tomans, will be paid by 

self, and T will bo a partner for one-half. 

Tam prepared to have the necessary caravanserais for men and animals as well as 

ps built along the rond at my own expense. ‘The Company can pay, if they 
like, one-half of the expenses of these buildings, otherwise I will pay myself. 

If the road is not finished in the first year, it will be ready for caravan traffic 
the next year. 

he mattor heing very simple, the Minister may telegraph to London if he thinks 
it desirable, ‘Phe sooner the work is begun the better, because it will be vory difficult 
to work in that part of the country in winter, 

(Signed) MOIN-UT-TUITAR. 





No. 178, 
Sin A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansitowne,—(Received May 11.) 


(No. 51, Confidential.) 
My Lord, 

T HAD a long conversation on the 10th instant with my Ri 

voting the politienl situation here, which ho regards with consid xioty. 
His view is that the fall of the Atabeg. ld be the beginning of serious 
twoubles, as neither the Ain-ed-Dowleh and the Court or Turkish party properly so 
called, nov even the Amin-ed-Dowleh, whose return to office is worked for by 
another section of the Opposition, would be equal to coping with the financial 
diffieut He thought that the advance which the Persian Government had 
obtained from the Imperial Bank would, instead of strengthening the Atabex, have 
precisely the contrary effect, as the one thing which had hitherto doterrd- the 
Opposition from taking. office was the knowledye that the ‘Treasury was empty, that 
Russia would not thom money, and that the Shah would therefore be 
compelled in a few weeks’ time to” reall the Atabeg on his own terms, and 
thiough M, Viassol? did not say so he probably meant, also on those of Russin. 
‘As it was, tho money which we had Ps ed had removed that difficulty, and ha 
therefore, ‘stimulated’ the intrigues of the Court party, which he heard ‘were more 
notivo, than and if this party came into power the last_ chance of preventing 
a crash, by financial reform and by restraining reckless expenditure, would disappear. 
He saw sio man who could take the Atabeg’s place, except perhaps at. some future 
date the Alased-Dowleh, now Governor-General of Fars, who appears to have made a 
‘ood impression upon him, OF the Amin-ed-Dowlch he spoke very dispargingly, 
denying him even the virtue of honesty, with which he is usually credited, 

T said that although the poliey pursued by the Atabeg sinee his return from Kum 
had not heen, to put it gently, eonspicuously friendly to our interests, I quite realized 
that his fall might well prove fo he a change for the worse, But my personal belief 
was that no Persian st abe, would be able to carry out the 
reforms Which wore necessity in oxter to prevent the financial and political collapse 
of Persia unless our two Governments, ns alike interested in averti nite at 
the present juncture, that catastrophe, could arrive at some friendly understanding 
With this object. Twas, of course, speaking without authority, but my private 
opinion was that as far as Ilis Majesty’s Government was concerned, there would be 
every reaiiness to disenss the basis of such an understanding, whether in London or at 
St, Petersburgh, in the frankest and most friendly spirit. A year and achalf ago, 
when the second Russian loan was being negotiated, your Lordship had appronehed the 
Russian Government with a suggestion of co-operation which, however, had not been 
received in such am: s to encourage its repetition, and it was, therefore, I 
thought for the Russian Goyorament rather than for that of His Majesty 
adesive for discussion, If Russin and Austria had been able to come to 
notwithstanding their traditional jealousies in the Balkan Peninsula, with a yiew to 
preventing a conflagration there, it ought not to be impossible for Russia aud Great 

rritain to arrange, if only provisionally, a similar “entente,” and to in the 
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same sist and with similar objects in Persia, ‘Theso 
be the putting of the finances of the country in sati ; 
extravagance of the Cour and of rival polilical laine Mode hee sen ees 

lish: Fanks in order to meet it, with the only result that bad debts were led 
very year and that each successive year the defleit grew larger. It Bulge ay 
England wore agreed fo recommend soie such programme to the Shah (as Rusela and 
Austria had done in the ease of the Macedonian reforms to the Sultan), the Gare 
party would nof be able to oppose it; but so long. ax the Pomtace cath play one. 
Power off against another and use our antagonism for theit own purposes, nd Poesy 
Minister would, in my opinion, be strong enough, with a weak vacillating Sovorcion 
and powerful and selfish vested interests, tovavert national bankruptey, with all the 
internal and foreign complications which must attend it, within the host few yore 

M, Viassoff said that he entirely agived with me, and that he would report our 

hema that in his opinion a 


conversation to his Government; that he had already told th 
on with England was most desirable, and that if there 


discussion on the Persian questi 
was as much “bonne volonté” in London and St, Petersburgh as existed between 
hich T had sketched ont might not be diffieult 


objects would, in my opinion, 


ourselves, an “entente” such as that wi 
of attainment. 
On my observing that stich an “entente ” woul i 
: i : ld be doubly desirable: becanse i 
sin bh a mlb sy Sn en 
i ‘ordiality in all parts of the world, he said he feaied that the effects of 
panese alliance, and the attitude which’ we had taken up with remot te tee 
Bagdad Railway, might prove even more s ashes tian our ae ta ae 
fsa sh panes even more serious obstaele than ovr rivalry in Pes 
do not know to what extent M. Vinssof’s re} i ine Ne fs 
mee : M. Vinssof’s representations— supposing he 
‘neere in making them—aay induee the Russian Government to modify the attitude 
adopted by them in 1901 of evading any serious discussion of Persian affairs witht ws, 
‘icy Were then so confident that tho game was entirely in theit hands that they 
could afford to neglect our remonstrances, But: they are, T think, begining. 
realize (1) that the Shah is going too fust for them, and (2) that Groat Britain 4 not 
% negligible a factor in the Persian problem as they were disposed two year ago te 
inane and inasmuch as a break-up here, coincident with other serious compli 
Pott i. the Near and Far Kast, and with the somewhat ansions domestic sit 
ie acl would wot suit them, its just possible that they may find i eonveuient 
(0 reconsider the situa us at least upon an ico. 
: ; pon an sarmistieo, 
aie efataat.ans mt, quite evi # to me that ML. Viassof is extremely ansions about 
the future here, and views it, which Ido not—at lest nol to fie sone don 
eof are and seve Hot—at least not to tlle sams degree—ns one 
_ Ehave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR 11, HARDINGR, 


No. 179, 





Sir Ne OConor to the Marquess of Lansiowne.— (Recetved May 11.) 


‘ Constantinople, May 5, 1908. 
WITHT rofercnee to my telegrams Nos. TL and 73 of the Ih, and tattle 


Mipecting the trial at Hodeidah of the pirates captured by lis Maj > 

repecting : ( ud by His Majesty's 

“Marries,” T have heen informed by His Majesty's Vice-Consul at, that Tor The tie 
«for the prosecution and the depositions of the witnesses from tle" Hatrier” 


probabie Cueluded on the 25th April, and that the conviction of the prisoners scomed 


Aco lie trial ad, however, 
Assyr of certain persons of whom the Cour 


and whose testin y, shor y eve yi 
rnc estimony shoul they ever appedt, 


viet tceonlingly spoke to the Grand Visi 


tiwait the arrival from 
r itself summoned, 
would, according to Mr, Riclirdson, be 


a x : yesterday on the subject 
Hess promised to send instructions to the local authorities. not. to allow aay 


ing the tris ac i in deliver i 
Ful eile, £0 # Conclusion and in delivering sentences on the pimtos when 


Aturther telegram from Afr 


Meantine aan ichardson states that the “Harrier” had, in the 


gan officer with the necessary witnesses, 
” Thave, &e, 
(Signe ¥. R. O'CONOR. 
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No. 180, 
Sir F, Lascelles to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received May 11.) 


(No. 106.) 
My Lord, Berlin, May 6, 1908. 
TLE “National Zeitung” of the 2nd May contains an article on the situation in 
Persia, whore, the correspondent of this paper thinks, the financial conditions are from 
day today more precations. ‘The millions borrowed from Russia last. year have been 
spent on the Shah's Enropean journey, without any att yment of arrears, and 
now farther loans ay prospect. Russia, however, i in it 
tho way of customs sunrantces being nearly reached, js less ready to advance money; 
The ronsequent. seavelty of fads is put down to the administration of the Grand 
vhs is all the same indispensable as the only man in whom any confidence 
i cithor bythe country or the foreign Tepresontatives, Great canes 
fedlat the Persian New Year, but nothing important has occurred. On the con. 
Pence ‘Lineed-Dautoh, whom the German press believed to be in danger of 
Daniiunent for Enulish intrigues, continues for another year to be Governor of Tehran. 
IA that is certain is that the negotiations for a new loan are proceeding on the basis 
of the engagement of the revenues of the Caspian fisheries. 
he article in. socoud paragraph compares the Russian with the British position 
in Persin, to the disadvantage of the former. Sir Arthur Hardinge is described as a 
Maltiver Horr,” likely to prejudice the Russian prestige, and who has already 
snaeveded in making an Agreement in his country’s Tavour on the Tariff question. 
‘Anotlir point ts the formation of a new Engtish Company to take over the Concession 
Or the Karun River Road from 'Cchran from the Imperial Bank 
“The correspondent concludes by noticing the retirement, in spite of Is great 
y valuable services, of the Russian General Kass: wski, Com~- 
mia [ Jossacks He is replaced by Colonel 'Nehernosaboff, 
Who is described as a smart soldi 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) FRANK C, LASCELLES. 





No, 151. 
Sir FL Lascelles to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 11,) 


(No. 110.) 
My Lord, 

YOUR Lordship’s speceh delivered in the House of 1 
attvieted considerable attention in the Gorman pr nil 
{o yout notice in particular an article in the * National Zeitians 
and the Persian Gulf.” 

‘his artiolo begins by quoting your Lordship's declaration that Great Bri 
Would “yeward the establishment of @ nayal base or a fortified post in the Persian 
Gull by any other Power asa very graye: menace to Bri terests.” This warning 
cannot be directed against Germany, who Ditions on the Pers 
Gulf, and the statement that British’ poliey should he div protect and promote 
British trade in, Persian waters” without excluding th imate trade of other 
Powers is not only in accordance with British tradition, but from a German point of 
view satisfactor 

Note is then ta it is called, that political 
supremacy. in the Persian Gull is a vital interest of ‘tain. This the * National 
ating” veviow's in connection with the growth and strength of Russian influence 
in Persia, It ‘roof that a change is in process, 
and i a aking place at ehran will result i 
a nianiier favourable (0 our pos 

In North Persia it is too late to weaken itussian supremacy, In the 
South it fs otherwise, ‘The question of South Persia is Vound. up with that of the 
railways in futute to be baile there. Whatever, from an objective point of view, may 
Do the legality of the British claim on Persia to build such railways, one thing 
article considers, is certain in fact. Your Lordship has declared to the world our 
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intention to build them. For this reason - 

impor fox’ bee r the question of ¢ i ; 
important for Great Bian, IC wil cetialy bo Mile MATE eee 
eee aaly a Brith eonfrol, This igs atfehdy: becntiererreis 
project on conilition tat the bulliore sere a the times.” to agreo. to the 


fe oH ing of the line is bog 
Further the needs not only of Indian defence but of teeta at an 
a8 recent 


utterances of Lord Curzon have limit 

x ed, make the English lay partie 

lands about the Persian Gulf, And in the eae ene ecee ieee pane 
is mute have 


lately made an appeal to British i i 
Nae yaar Sepa i aes se representing the irrigation of Mesopotamia 


preponderance of British interests in the ea Touih pat aoe ae 


emphasis on these will be well resived, us” 4 Our Lortship's speech 


__ Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) FRANK 0, LASCELLES, 





No, 182. 


(Content Admiralty to Foreign Ofice.—(Received May 11.) 

Sir, 

WITH reference to note and inel Geto 

say Mab TL reference to note and inclosure of the 26th ultimo, 1m eect 


lo ie Admiralt nsmil i i 
Scereary of State for Foreign Affairs extzact of a telegran, hacen go he 


from the Commander-in-chief, Hast Indies Station,» «et Gated the Oth instant, 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


——<$———— 


Tnclosure in No, 182, 


Rear-Adiniral Drury to Admiralty, 
(Telegraphie.) : 
NINE referee to my telegeam No. 77, * Lapwing Sea 
eived reliable information that Mudir for Alwalcra lay artived there, 
akra has a oro,'* 





No. 188, 


a India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received May 11.) 
THE Under-Secretary of Stat it ; 

Pe, ereta te fi 
seas one ir pi et a 
forwards Lerewith, for the information of the 
om the Viceroy, dated the 9th May, 


India Office, Mey 11, 1908, 


neeate his com pliaea to the Under- 


by direction of Lord George Hamiltor 
f the Secretary of Sao, copy din Rae 
relative to the Aden delimitation, 


——<—<—__ 


Inclosure in No, 188, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphic. a 
ESIDENT at Aden’s telegram of the 6th May. Question of 


customs duty might perhaps b i is 
conser that the Adeh Boundary Commision isl di 
exempted from customs duties. al 


May 9, 1903, 
mf rato of peueral 
lovernment, hut w 
self should fiko the Selatan Mision: 
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No, 184. 


a India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received May 11.) 
) 

(THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 8th May, relative to the Persian Loan. 


India Office, May 11, 1908. 


Se 


Inclosure in No, 184. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, May 8, 1903. 
FOUR felegtam of the 7th May, which, if you have not already done so, please 
repeat to Tehran. Your isms and proposals regarding advance to Persia are 
under the consideration of the Foreign Office. 





No. 185. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquoss of Lansitowne—(Receivel May 11.) 


(No. 63.) 

(‘Lelegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 11, 1903. 
LOAN. With reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 45 of the 9th May, T 

1 suggested to M. Naus that the hi » of the advance should haye the southern 


Joms ais sole secur Nhe Grand ier is away, but when he returns we shall see 
Tiorubout it. The chit objection to the proposal is that the letter of the Russian 
i from borrowing for a long term without Rus: 
consent, would thus be as for this reason tl we fell back upon the 
Tetiom gra diseount of the Caspian Royalties for the twenty years of the fisheries 
concession, with the southern customs nominally collateral, though re heeause 
only certain, guarantee, when you required security against r nayment of the advance 
Lt fs true that the eustoms alone were the security for the {mporial Bank’s loan of 
1901, but the latter is repayable at short notice. Our advance, on the other hand, 
vontemplates a term of twenty y rs plus the sinking fund nrangement to which your 
Lorilshap refers in the above quoted telegram. I hope that we shall have no difieulty 
in agreeing upon the latte 
With regard to the Vieeroy’s ¢ iticism on these expedients, 1 admit that it has 
some force, Dat an incomplete success i surely a lesser ill than a fresh reverse, and 
slay between adopting them or letting Pers coum altogether to Russian 
futolag We must still, I think, move with caution, gh we are quietly rebuild- 
ing our position he It is for this on that, although I am most ready to fight the 
point as to and the Gulf” a s ns, once our Commercial Agree- 
ment is s Land Ideal with the new custon ements, T deprecated 
raising it in gomiection with our loais. 1 should be sorry, hy an attempt to e ablish 
an abstract principle very opportune moment, to risk concrete gains; and our 
se is not as stron: T should wish, ‘The important ports are Bushire and Bunder 
‘Abbas, and it is in these that by completing our advance 1 should wish our stake to 
bo strengthened. The practical value of the customs which might possibly be exeluded 
is small. 
hat the “telegraphs might be the first security and the customs. the second” for 
combined Anglo-Ludian loan of half-a-million was suggested by the Tndian Goyern- 
ment themselves in their telegram of the Jith February. I think, however, that, 
vaart from this, it is au advantage to have prevented the pledging toa Russian advance 
of the posts and telegraphs. 








No. 186°. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 

AG.) 

Nt) Foreign Office, May 11, 1903. 

WITIL reference to my telegram No, 45 of the 9th May, and your telegram No. 
of the same dato, you do not appear to have understood that our special desire is that 
uo further financial assistance should be given to the Persian Government unless our 
old upon the Southern Customs is distinctly strengthened by the conditions on which 
the money is advanced, We consider that the insistence of the Government of India 
on this point is fully justified, 

We understand the plan which you now propose to involve a further advance of 
50,000/, on current account, that is to say, without any security at all. Both from 
our own point of view and from that of the Government of India, this proposal is 

ivctionabile 

Tn my telegram No, 45 of the 9th May, I mentioned two conditions the fulfilment 
of which you should endeavour to fobtain. ‘They are, first, a lien upon the Customs 
of Southern Persia, and, secondly, precautions to prevent early repayment by the 
Porsian Government, 
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No. 186. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, May 11, 1903. 


ir. Schwann, —o ask what had been done during recent years to improve and oxtend 
the River Karun navigation by means of a canal to pass the Ahwaz Rapids, or in 
other ways to increase facilities for water-borne traffic between the Gulf and the 
fertile districts of Western Persia, and whether Tis Majesty’s Representative at 
‘Tehran had tried to induce His Imperial Majesty the Shah’ to co-operate in this 
public work, and thus facilitate commerce in that portion of his dominions, 


Answer. 


is Majesty’s Government are not aware that the construction of a canal at 
Alnwaz is contemplated. Tis Majesty's Representative at 'ehran, however, reported 
at the end of last year that the Persian Government were sending an engincer to tho 
Karun to study the best means of improving the navigation, I neod hanly say that, 
subject to proper conditions, any proposal intended to give inereased facilities to 
commerce in Southern Persia will have the support of ITis Majesty's Legation, 


No. 187. 
ConsuleGeneral Smith to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received Muy 12.) 


(No. 11, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Odessa, May 8, 1908, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 9, Commercial, of the 16th Aprit last, E 
Juve the honour to inclose herewith, for your Lordship's information, translation of 
an extract: from the * Odessky Listok ” of” the 25th April (Sth May) last, relating, to 
tie proposed building of two new steamers by the Russian Steam Navigation 
te for the Persian Gulf, and tho establishment of agencies wud warehouses at 
‘au ports, with a special staf of Russians, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ©. 8. SMITH. 


Inclosure in No. 187. 
tract from the “ Odessky Listok, April 25 (May 8), 1903, 


(Trinsiation.) 
THE Administration of the Russian Steam Navigation Company has dotorm 
furnish two. speci steamers for the new Persian line, which are to be 
sjoned shortly. ‘The Administration is al in negotiation with Russian ship 
to the bnilding of the to new steamers, Special 
~ mitd warehouses of the Russian Company are to be established in all Pe 
With a staff’ of clerks of Russian nationality especially appointed for Persia, 
ization of the regular vayages to the Persian Gall will be arranged 
‘ourse of the present year, 





No, 188. 


Musurus Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 12.) 


ss MUSURUS PACHA présente ses compliments au Marquis de Lausdowne, ot a 
\Hoaneus de porter i 1a connaissance de sa Seigneurie que, Waprds un télégramme du 
A i ad interim du Yémen, adressé X la Sublime Porte, Amed Salihul Latife, de la 
hu de Sabihi (neuf Cantons), et ses acolytes armés, ont tué lo 27 Avril les nommés 

‘onhiddin Anhere et Moume Amouveité, de la tribu de Hakem, du district de Mola 
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(Xémen), ct un domestique Abyssin et enlevé leurs armes, ainsi que 100 chameaux et 
200 moutons leur appartenant. 
Les autorités Impériales ont recommandé & la tribu de Hakem de 

tout acte de rv s en leur déclarant qu’elles ont défi avisé au_né 
comme tout ait apporté au régloment de cette affaire pourrait donner 
Tiew & des incidents ficheux, Musurus Pacha » Vhonneur de prier le Marquis de 
Lansdowne, de youloir bien faire transmettre A qui de droit des ordres propres & 

sr au plus tot fant Parrestation ot la punition des eoupables que la restitution des 

x enlevés, 


Ambassade Inpériale de Turquie, Londres, 


fe 11 Mai, 1903. 





No. 180. 
Miusurus Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recvived May 12.) 


MUSURUS PACIFA présente ses compliments au Marquis de Lansdowne, et a 
Vhonnewr de porter & In connaissance de sa. Sei IL résulte des t6légrammes 
succossifs du Gonverneur-Général intérimair Vilayet du Yémen, adressés ii la 
Sublime Porte, que les Commissuires Anglais continuent & soulover toutes sortes de 
difficultés quant A Vexéeution des travaux de délimitation, conformément au tract 
indiqué sur ta carto signée par les res des deux pays. En offet, les Délégués 
Ottomans ont fait observer que le traeé qui doit servir de base & Ia ligne de démarca- 
tion entre Daali et Catabay 1 Test de Cataba dans Ia direction du sud et & 
ane distance dun kilom. duc de Silletulentaba, on ne devait pas prendre 
n_considération. les silles qui passent par Test, le nord, et Youest de Cataba, quels 
qu’en soient les noms, ct quion devait examiner le tracé servant de base h Silletuleataba 
ne ligne de démarcation depuis le point ot ce tracé coupe Silletuleataba, eest-h- 
point ott se rencontrent. Silletuleataba et Wadiussafie jusqu’h Wadiyaban ; 

innis ley Commissaires Anglais wont donné aucune réponse et rie prennent pas part 
Commission. En outre, apres la décision prise 

s optrations topographiques jusqu'i 

‘ahah a proposé de dresser la carte des 

distance do 2 Kilom, des doux e6tés de In ligio verte, Cette 

si propose par les Commissaires Anglais eux-inémes et 

accoptée pur les deux Parties apres deux Tongues discussions entre la Sublime Porte et 
VAmbasstle Britannique & Constantinople, Mais, A la suite de Ja prétention élevée 
plus tard yar le Colonel Anglais de dresser la carte ium territoire dune superficie de 
4} Kilom, en deca de Ja dite ligne, les Commissaires Ottomans ont dd refuser de 


purticiper i cette oper 

Do plus, des. soldats topographes ont été enyoyés dans certains 

‘illagor dopetadant doolNkinng Ala jue dara inUthet villages stuce dans to He 

lo Billadi Yathi, dépon Cataba, bien que ce district soit ph 

dehors de la région ait sefTect limitation ct que tous les villages susmentionnés 
placds en deoa du tracé. Le Colonel Wahab a exigé aussi que la Douane, qui 

ayait é6 reportée précédemment. en deen de ta ligne de démarcation, fit transférée 

leurs, on prétendant que Vendroit od elle se trouve est un point contesté, 

La Sublime Porte a fait des démarches i ce sujet aupris de 'Ambassade d’Angle- 
to ‘onstantinople. 

En signalant au Marquis de Lansdowne cette attitude des Commissaires Ang 
qui_est coutraire tant Ventento intervenue entre la Sublime Porte et la dite 
Ambassade quiaux relations damitié existant entre les deux pays, Musurus Pacha a 
Vhonueur de pri de youloir bien faire transmettre aux Commissaires 
précités des ordres. leur © nt de procéder dorénayant avee leurs colldgiies 
Ottomans aux travaux de delimitation, conformément au tracé dgja are 


Anibassade Inpériale de Turquie, Londres, 
tel Mai, 1903. 
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No. 190. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received May 12,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India pre: 

: U y of Stat ndia presents his compliments to the Under- 

Sccretaty of State for Foreign A\fairs, and, by diteetion of Lord Geonge Hamilton, forvarda 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter {rom 

the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, dated the 23rd April, relative to the French flag in 
man. 


India Office, May 12, 1908. 
a 
Inclosure 1 in No, 190, 


Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Museat, Mar 
dent Muscat, March 7, 1903, 
Peng Mie Of the fact that the season for the annual sojourn of the French Consul and 
Fe caibg oe dean at Su is dravving near and thit his Bxeelleney the Vieeoy will shortly 
ig ir, I venture to mi another vel I 
wa i Se wke another reference to Government on the subject of 
2, Tris close upon a year now since the Mar 
ke y 5 farquess of Lansdowne held the conversa- 
sion with the French Ambassador mentioned in his Lordships despatches of the 10th and 
itd April last to the address of Sir E. Monson, and 1 would remiud the Government of 
{dia in this regard that M.Cambon has now been fencing with this question at. the 
London Foreign Office for three years, and that nothing practical has resulted from the 
formal exprewion of his. views An promises, except that postponement of the issue 
¢ express object anc inte e blic 
‘hil it the express obj advantage of the Government of the Republic to effect 
Meanwhile the relations between the Sultan and his Suri subjects, whi 
~ al a el e a , which two years 
8 had improved considerably in the dested direction, are, as was to be expected, ding 
gradually backwards ; the reason being that the long delay in the negotiations since the 
question was taken up by His Majesty's Foreign Office, and the absence of any patent result 
Lio the Years which have since elapsed, is uninteligible to his Highness, or, worse 
ost eeeg, UY im fo portend. that the British Government are ‘not. ina 
‘o'sec him through this di i y rs 
postion to igh this difficulty by putting any pressure on the French 
On the other hand, the Suri community, knowing that the question of their French 
Papers was specifically raised three yoars ago, and that in the interval there has been no 
result affecting them while French ships and the French Consul eojoutn with them and 
Chowutage them as heretofore, must be expected! to increase in their disaffection towards 
Pa ultan. | 1 have reason to believe that it is only the imprisonment of a large number 
of then and the death of not a few at Mozambique twelve months ago that has given them 


sort ise fo think of during the past year and Kept them trom being actively hostile 


Lastly, 
the local off 


3. In view of the above considerations, and with our position strengthened by 

I . A the 

{lozambique aud Somali Coast captures of Oman dhows, I Heit teat the Government of 

iinport tl, feel warranted in again pressing upon His Majesty's Foreign Office the 

eee speedy settlement of the question with the French Governvent, andthe 
e nt to wi af e 

the fou sae amy fo Which our interests and influence are suffering here by the dely of 


ere follows telegraphic correspondence between India and Muscat, 10th to 2Ist April, 
already printed.] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 190, 
Major Coz to Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Muscat, pril 11, 1903. 
TN continuation of my telegram, dated the 10th instant, stating that the question of 
the Fretich flag in Onan has just been acutely raises, I have the honour to report the 


2, It is necessary, in the first place, to go briefly tuto tribal polities in order that the 
Governnient of Indi may be acquainted with the exact posit 

‘The tribes of Oman are divided into two great racial divisions—Ghagii and Hina 
‘yibes of both divisions are settled indiscriminately in the vicinity of one another through- 

untey, but their interests and organization are distinet, and some sections of the 
fon ave almost invariably. at war with sections of the othe 
abited by Ghafitis, primarily of the tribe of Beni Abu Ali, subject to whom 
are another Ghafiti tribe, the Jenebel. Most of the French flag-holders are recruited 

1 the Jenebeh sub-tribe, but some also from the main tribe of Beni Abu Al 

Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Salim of the Beni Abu Ali is the head Sheikh of all the Beni 
‘Abu Ali, calls himself the Ghafici “Amir” ; aud, apart from the more remote <overei 
of the Ruler of Oman, which Sheikh Abdulla loyally acknowledges, the latter holds 
absolute practical sway over all the Ghafiri tribes of that part of Oman which js known 
‘as the district of Jalan (see map, Iniclosue No. 9). 

Sheikh Abdulla, who is avery old man, and his Bedouin followers (as opposed to 
the seagoing population of Sur), ever since the time when they were defeated by a British 
oreo, in March 1821, have always been good friends to the British. 

Siioikh Abdalla is well known to me, has repentedly invited me to come and stay with 
him at his home, about 70 mi (1 tivo years ago, when Dr, vor Kraft 
and | yere*held up” by the Hinawi while 
‘offered to muster the eitire following and foreib 
from the south sie. 

Lt was Sheikh Abdulla also. who, in June 1900, care 
followers to tect the Sultan, and afterwards so materially assisted His Hi 
obtaining from the French fing-holders the written undertaking which they 
broke. 

8, Bow some weeks past active lostilities have been xoing on between the Ghatiri 
‘under Abdullacbin-Salin and the Hinawi tribes of the district, especially a tribe called the 
Hijtieen. Now, the poorer part of the populace of Sur partly make th slikioad by 
transporting tice nnd other provisions to tlie villages of the hinterland, not only Ghatiri 
Hut also Tinaii, when there is no war and also at other times, $0 Tong as the risk is not 
too geil; but Abdulla-bin ig ublo to terminate current hostilities 
bloodshed by other incensed at his fellow-tribesmen of Sur continuing: 
to supply: lis criouiies with provisions, came down to Sur about the 16th March with a 
foree of 500 armed men, camped in the Eigeh quarter of Sur (vide sketeh map accom. 
panyinig), snd proceeded to hold all the roads leading to the interior, until such tin 
Could oftain satishuctory’dissutunces from the elders of the port that they would ce 
illow theit transport to take provisions to his enemies. Sheikls Abdulla at the same 
wrote o the Sultan, asking him to come down and help hitn arrange the affair, but at the 
moment rio ship was available for the journey, aud ten days Tater, when the Resident 
kindly undertook to drop His Highness there in the “Lawrence,” if he could find his 
own way back, he thought it would be too tate to be of use, and that in the meanwhile 
the matter would have adjusted itself, In thet, that was the news which he received 
from Sur, 

Subsequently, the Sheikh wrote to me also complaining that the Banian community 
wero assntiry hig enemies by sending provisions to thei vilages, and asking mo to put a 
stop to it, Ilis letter: and my reply form Inclosures Nos. 7 and 8. 

The details of what passed between Sheikh Abdulla and the elders of Sur will be 
found in the newsletter sent to me by a confidential agent at Sur (Inelosure No. 1), from 
which it appears that the dhow owned by one Mubarak-bin-Hamed which carries French 
papers made out in the name of his son, and not himself, was lying in the ercek behind 
Sur, and was ready to go to sea, ‘The owner, fearing that he might be forced to subscribe 
to the money payment slenanded by Abdulli-bin-Satim, and that i he refused, his dhow 
might be detained, ordered the French Pag tobe run up and endeavoured to run the 
gauntlet past Sheikh Abdul's eomp out of the creck. ‘The position will he quite elear 
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from a reference to the mop. After due warning, the dhow w 
unnecessary to go into the ethics of Sheikh Abdulla's proceedings, which 
sesult of ordinary inter-tribal complications peculiar 10 the comltions of ifs Poke 
The main point iS that the man Mabarak-bin-Hamed made use of the French flag in the 
teritorial limits of Sur in order to evade his tribal obligations, His son, Khasie-bin, 
Mubarak; hurried to Museat as soon as he could get avway, and laid his complaint. before 
M, Dorville, the new French Consul, who relieved M. Laronce three weeks ago, Accordit 
tothe statement of an informant who is generally reliable, M. Dorville was at fst disinclined. 
to fake the matter up, but the flag-holder said that be would return his papers if he wos 
supported, whereupon M. Dorville sent for Goguyer, and after ‘consulting hi 
lressed to the Sultan the letter, copy of which forms Inclosure No. 2. His Highness 
the Sultan forwarded his letter to me and also a copy of his own reply thereto, also 
siteched. |My own protest, M. Dorville's reply, and my final rejoiner (Nos. 4, 0, and 6) 


egplain themselves, 


4, Just as 1 


fired at, It seems 


m concluding this letter His Highness sends 1 i 

ot Jost u , ighness sends me a further letter wh 

lic ns received from the French Coneul, demanding eompensation tn. the suwy of Vaop 
ure for the detention of the dhow, and saying that he is referring the question off the 


a aged flag to h Government. 
The second incident I um reporting in a separate letter for facility of record. 


—— 
Inclosure 8 in No. 190, 


Confidential Agent al Sur to Major Cox: 
Rested ifdential Agent at Sur to Major Cox, 
(After compliments) 

(Tie arrival of Abdulla-bin-Satim from the inter 
revious correspondence.) 

March 21.—Four of Abdullacbin-Salin’s men were passing down the 

they met some women slaves going to fetch water, ‘The women, se net, 
“viel shouting, whereupon a nunbor of Sis rushed outwith thelr rifles to Siknera and 
fr of sme shots. On Heating this sone unre mien belovging to AbsullicbineSaliy 

out to meet the Suris, bot four of the Suit elders thereupon cine upon the seete 

cttled the matter. After this the Suris kept a guard, oight and day, in Sikuiker 

¥ feared that Abdullu-bin-Salim would prevent the Suris from going there tor 


March 27, 1903. 
‘was reported by the wiiter in a 


Moreh 22,— About thirteen Suris went to visit Abdullasbin-Suliia, among then being 


Shiktis Muhammad-bin-Mubarak and Nasie-bi i y 
Mubarak ond Nasircbin-Muhamaswd Gelani, When the 
snproached the encampment, Abdullicbin-Salin sent word by his slave Aa 
{ie Steikhs Mubammadebin-Mubsrak and Nasi-bin-Mubawiuind shookd come in, and 
te! no coe thew The Slik owe mentioned vised Mbdullaebine 
ty Hey interviewed. | Abdulls-bin-Solin told them to stop. supplying all 
oselons to the Hijricen, and also forbade thous to ship or brn ‘nytt log (or Chetan 
ir ug Ms or to Warehouse their goods. Finally, it was settled, afer a deal of 
Wn, tha, a8 the present Season was over nothing eould be done now, but that, fo 
9 0, the Suris would respect the wishes of Abdulla-bin-Saiimn, ‘ 
Murch 23.—Nothing traspied, SE 
Yarch 24.—Sheikh Mubammad-bin-Mubarak sent 100 dollars ; 
wor are them ak sent 100 dollars to Abdulla-bin-Sali 
hepa, APenses Of is followers end transport animals, which Abdulla-bin-Sal 
Maveh 26.—Abdulla-bin-Salim sent word to Mah i 
watcerth ob im sent word to Muhammad-bin-Mubarak thot he 
Lie anseye tle 200 dollars, but that he wanted 200, failing which relations one ete 
fev, Mae Sur Creek) would be closed, aud no boat would be allowed to. enter or 
i ee ag ure epic hat the four local tribal setions would conser te matter 
ri cane definite reply the next day. ‘The 100 dollars sent. to Abdulla-bin-Salim were 
Jiaga arited by two men, the general public knowing nothing about ity but when the 
wi ceili teturned, evergtody cane to know what had transpired. OF the 100 dollars, 
1) Nese raid ty Mubammad-bineMubarak and. 50 Ly Nisirbia-Mubammad, At night 
iatives ofthe four sections met and discussed the question, Al save Mfuhummacd= 
poe nltake and Nasir-bin-Muhammad said that they would not pay Abdullasbin-Salin 
sito ads as all bravado, as they: were from all accounts, frightened of Abdullt-bin~ 
Aun anly wade a pretence of te ‘The cnly oves really against payment were 
u-Kliamis Mussalim and Salin-bin-Mussalini of the Mukanneh section, French 
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fiog-holders, Allsbin-Saiyid of the same tribe, however, declared his willingness to pay 
forthe whole section, and paid 50 dollars, the reason being that he has a new bugla, and 
sas frightened lest, in the event of things going wrong, his bugla would be destroyed. OF 
the remaining 50 dollars, the Ghelani tribe paid half and the Arama the rest. “The 200 
dollars were thus collected. 
Jonging to a man owning French papers in the 
igs to Mubarak-bin-Hamed, Razeki, 

sson. The 


hud been subscribed, 
thallasies were running up the fag 
him from a neighbouring hill not 
and van it up. ‘Then Abdulla-bio- 
tovk effect and rent the flag. It remained up, however, all the day, 
ugha suid he would go to Museat and report the matterto the French Consul, | Muhammad- 
VineMubarak advised him not to do so, as there was nothing to be gained by going to 

t, and promised to consider the matter the next day. 

The 200 dollars were sent to Abdulla-bin-Salim, but no answer was received from him 
as to whether he accepted the amount or not, 

‘Muhammad-bin-Mubaral’s bugla came in to-day, but could not enter the Khor, as 

Sal's permission had not been obtained, At night word came from Abdulla. 

Lin-Sulim to the effect that he did not accept the 200 dollars, and that only Muhammad- 
bineMubarak’s bugla could come in, but no other, 

The Wali of Sur, Hamood-bin-Hamed, came in from Bilad, and advised 
the Suris to give Abdulla-bin-Salim 300 dollars and three bags of rice. ‘The Suris azreed, 
and word was sent to Abdullacbin-Salim, but nothing has been heard from him, Abdull 
Din-Saliin has sont for Sheikis Mubammadsbin-Mubarak and Nasit-bineMubammad. No 
further news. 

MMhe owner of the bugla which was fired at has now left for Muscat to lay his ease 
before the French Consul. 


ee 
Inclosure 4 in No, 190, 


M, Dorville to the Sultan of Muscat. 
CaN 
‘After the usual compliments.) Museat, April 6, 1903. 

T HAVE, just received a complaint from Mubarak-bin-Hamed, Razaiki, to the effect 
that, while his dhow, the * Klinzra,” was leaving the creck of Sur, Abdulla-bin-Salim-Al- 
Hanudelt and his followers interfered with her and fred at her, and she was fying the 
Vrenck tlag, ‘They thus prevented, her from leaving, and her journey was delayed, 

fore, that your Hightiess will assert yourself’ in (upholding) the rights. of 

ii, who is one of those utider French protection, and that you will prohibit 

Abdutlaliebin-Sulin from such improper action, aud will dis obtain satisfac. 
iow from him for the detention of the dhow, and that you will take care for the future, 

May you be preserved. 

Dated Museat, the Oth Apiil, 1903, corresponding to 7th Muharram, 1321. 


——e————— 
Inclosure 5 in No. 190. 


‘The Sulton of Muscat to M. Dorville. 
(translation) 
(After compliments.) 

‘YOUR esteemed letter, dated 7th Mubarram, has duly reached me. In it you inform 
me resarding the interference by Abdulla-bin-Salim-Al-Hamudeh with the bugla belonging: 
to Mubarak-bin-Hamed, Rozaiki, ia whieh there was a French flag. In this connection 
your Honour is aware that the question of the French flag in my territories is under 
Uiscussion between the great Governments of France and Britain, the two Powers 
pledged from of old to preserve my independence. It is not hidden from you that the 
Mainland of Sur and its ereek are part and pareel of my territory and territorial waters, 
and it is impossible that I can admit that the French flag has rights within it, asf 
intimated to you in my letter dated 9th Shawal, 1917. And it is well known that the 
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tribes of Oman are turbulent and fightir 

s ; ighting always rife among th 
the French flag [be permitted to] enter into the intemal omens 
concern no oné but myself? An oe 
what I say is right. 

ES ae Repo Be pee ein tan above mentioned as possessing tho x 

the Fren yb m quite unaware how he b entitled to the ri 
at agi stoarie = Hs is a native and a resident of Sur, snare ae . ceneht 
spy explanation on tbat poo Tn this coun tion Tbe you will furish ime with u lst of 
am se persons he French Government clai protect i i 
tor waters, explaining in each ease upon what the right of the ndivinate eee oe 
idered 


under French protection is based, i 
sue Hrs prota sed, so that T may look into the matter. You will thereby 


Dated 9th Mubarram, ie., Sth April, 1903, 


tiem, | Hors therefore, can 
ter aternal affairs of my country, which 
if your Honour will consider the matter, you will see 


ee 
Tnclosure 6 in No. 190, 


Major Cox to M, Dorville. 
k Muscat, April 8, 1908. 
at Sur among the tribesmen of Sur and 
hte Sultan of Muscat, namely, Abdallacin- 
Seti, Shek oF 1 of Jalan and Sur, interfered with a bug! 
elon, ther subject of his Highness Saiyid Teel 


Mobirak- “ 
Natura bi Razaiki, resident ani domiciled at Sur, a © said buy 
feel the Ereneh fag, T also learn from His Hahineas that Haraee oMNeR 
er Prone set Athi matter on the gvouads that the said Mabaralbin-Hlaned i 
ie and that he considers such a claim is incompatible with. his 
2. T have the 
Jct tn ange oRaWE fo observe that the disturbances at Sus, during whieh the 
Sa eam E cea ise been in progress for some little tite past, and to my 
itincustbeut ape pbertaa purely to the iter-tribal feuds of Oman jana Uerofore( 
ference fe tne ae 10 protest most strongly agains your aetion, whieh conaitutes i 
irs of the Sultan's territory of nature which is altogether 


inconsistent with His: Highness! ind 
Ne X adependence, and, pursuantly, wit 
Hou of ur Goverment dated the 10th March, IGS Mie the tual Declare 


Moreover, in the absence of speci fi 
the ear aydgasehes of special instructions tom ‘ment, ennnol aint 


fie sie ofthe said ct Of the Sultan of Muse 

w Fgh he French opal waters INU orang 
Persons and. setting forth the title of 
ion, ani) consideration of His Majesty's 
is clearly entitled to be consulted in 


3, Te must, I think, be 

ibis orl must I think, be plain to you that, to avoid any misunderstanding betwee 

Cailmetoeegeeay that the Britisli Const’ should be furnished by cis on 

Te gt Bet ave not hier heen favoured with one Hervonn predesesone 

se ot having received one, is unable to furnish me with 1 
Meanwhile, 


Tam ou Will agree 
cae sith Sure you will agree that a state of things which mukes it possible 


of the Sul : 
ina, hie Salta, during the progress of internal intertribal distances 
ert agai fi is tibes are concerned, to hoist foreign lg und cain. protection 
eat al ay Flow-sbjets (an therfore gat the ler of the county), 
Siltanaten ahaa on Which isa direct encroachment upon the i yo t 
Shy San el ta oe Sa 
with the terms of the Declaratic 62 te an sa 
ieee Jeclarntion of 1862 above referred 
i ly the honour to inqui eee 

presen ane aeeontngl © inquire whether you cannot sec. your Wi 
rerum ee ly a gu th 
within #840 the case of Mubarak-bin-Hanied, you elasn ty Rea 
territory and territorial waters of the Sultan's den ign ee ieieraia 
, hat T anay be 


able, att 
after ascertaining , 
ee ig the Sultan’s viewssin each case, to submit the matter to 


—— 
(1617) 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 190. 


M. Dorville to Major Coz. 
Le 10 Avril, 1903. 

J/AL Phonneur de yous accuser réception de votre lettre du 8 courant. Je suis fort 
dtonné de voir qu'une réclamation adressée par un protégé Francais & un sujet de Sa 
Hautesse puisse intéresser en quoi que ce soit le Consulat de Sa Majesté Britannique et 
que Hindépendance des Btats du Sultan s'en trouve par 1A menncé; ear-—et vous le dites 
tas justement-—l’Angleterre et la France sont liges par le Traité de 1862 et doivent en 
observer la teneur, Je ne vois, donc, pas matidre & protestation. : 

‘Quunt ila liste que yous me demandez, je regrette, M. le Consul, de ne pouvoir vous 


Ja fournir, n'ayant pas d'instructions & cot Ggard. 
Veuillez, &e. 


SSS 


Tnclosure 8 in No. 190, 


Major Cox to M. Dorville. 
Muscat, April 10, 1903. 

T HAVE the honour to thank you for your communication of to-day’s date in reply 
to my letter of the 8th instant. 

D. Tnote that you feel unable at present to favour me with any list of the nature 
requested, not having received siny instructions to that effect. Perhaps, however, T may 
Tock forwatd to receiving the information at a later date, after you have made a reference 
to your Government, 

*"3, In the absence of such information, | can only repeat that T pected impugn 
the title of the said Mubarak-bin-Hamed, or any other subject of His Highness the Sultan 


iinilaely situated, to any rights of protection under the French flag while in the territory 
or territorial. waters of Oman, and that I must take objection to any action of yours 
implying w claim on your part to accord such protection. 


——— 


Tnelosure 9 in No. 190, 


Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Sutim-Al-Hanudeh to Major Cox, 


(Yvanslation,) 
(After the usual greetings) 

WE arrived here at Bigeh (part of Sur) in connect 
between us and the tribes of the Jenebeh, Hasham, and B 
to us me made peace with them, after getting what we wanted from them. Seeing that we 
Closed, both against them and the Hinawis, the creck of Sur and all the routes from the 
interice, the Beni Ghafir came to tis and made terms ; but we are alill blockadiag the roads 
Heading to the Hinawi country, and hostilities are still going on between us anid them, 

Be it known to you, O friend! that your subjects the Baniaus are giving assistance to 
our enemies, the BenicbucHassan and Hijsieen (i., Hinawis), by supplying all their 
Nillages with'vice and dates, This is very hard upon us, and I beg you to deter thems from 
this practice, in order that we may be able to weaken our enemies, I am sencling this 
letter by my messenger Feroze, and I shall be obliged if you will send the answer by hay 
together with some cartridges-—as many as possible, if you please. 1 am awaiting your 
answer in Bigeh, and salam. 

, nd Muharram, 1322, 


+ toto lator avived Alsolla.bin Slim fad loft Snr fr hi villages Ia Jalna, having recelyed news 
Mier of hve tote of his tribesmen Dy: tho Lhirizen.—P. 2, Cos 
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Tnclosure 10 in No. 190, 


Major Cor to Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Sali 
mone ij ulla-bin-Salim. 
(After the usual greetings.) Mi ‘ 

usual greeting: Muscat, April 9, 1903. 
1 HAVE received your esteemed letter, dated the 2nd Muharram, and Tene 
its contents, and am glad to hear you are well, Referring to what you say about our 
jects, the Banians, assisting your enemies, fel sue tha they would nt intentionally 
sich thing ; but remember they are traders, pure and simple, and pursue their callin 
jon! knowing ansthing of the tral airs @f Oman. "As you know the Arabs inal 
facts of Oman are in the habit of fighting among themselves, and this isthe will of God 
o cone be helped but Brith subjets have no concern with thin, Twi telly 
people what ye ,, however, i i 
yeopl what you say ovrever and am quite sre that they woul not willingly help either 
Thope T shall soon hear that the war between you and the Hijrieen i 
itis mt hidden from you tht vari very bad for (Nore ge eta aa 
for the cartridges which you ask for, I am sorry I have n 
LEMME MEM REM naOr Te 
May you be preserved, and salaam, ‘ 


Inclosure 11 in No, 190, 
‘Major Cox to Government of India. 


Confidential, i 
HAVE the honour to report of the Fears 
Cetera porte dlls of Hse ooo menene i thy 
fo Wateuay the Sth natant there arsved by the mail stennc rom Donbay 
of Sur, ree had paid second-class fares it scape being sei 
sain ad to Ric up Tatae Geeee en 
jc three second-class passengers were allowed on shore, subject to daily medic 
tion by the Sultan's Tenth Officer; the other two were sent with Canehar ite 
Senger tothe quarantine station in the bay some 8 miles from Musca, 
ar igthfegsccondclss passengers daly came for edie inapoction cn the morning 
pf thet and got no permission to Teave Muscat; on the eontrary, they are sated to 
have aaked permision, and, asa matter of course to have been refused it. In the evening 
however, after conferring with Khawis-bin-Mubeal, Razaiki, the man who had come to 
<ouplan of motestation by Alxtulla-bin-Sali ( Totter No, 182 of tovday's dite), 
{lise three second-class passengers, whom it now transpires all lai French protection, 
Jet in a hired native eraft for Sr Tn the morning, the guard on duty at the Sultans 
wuarsatne sation raprted tha ve deck passengers had sapere dung igh 
ws sane en oa that he hice arcuate nd ako den from 
is Highness thereupon sent his quarantine Superintendent over to the Consulate to 
form the Heath Offer (the Assney Surgeon) ane) mye, and to aike mie wink come 
Hveconmented. As the night ba been winds, it was Hnprobuble thatthe dow in 
hich the parties were believed to have absconéd ould hve mate: much prog 
Sceoningy, a, the Sultan's deste, I adressed Captain Pears, comninanding His Majeaty's 
ha (ersusy” and equeced bin o end he senm-eutter after it nd thee was good 
The steam-cutter was accompanied, on behalf of the Sultan, by the offical i 
was acco 0 bythe offical 
yr3e of the local quarantine station, an the partion wore in due cautsb orerueon about 
Jhiiles from Museat. On the approach of the steam.cuter, they are ndrstood to have 
[usstove and eadeavoured to escapo over the rocks, but were apprehonded ail brought 
Weck to Muscat hey were banded over af this Consulate about 945 ra and the Sul 
TeRinformed ; but owing tothe lateness ofthe hour, he requested that they might remain 
Qe, aud they were accordingly Kept in fhe guar-foom of the Consulate tl non 
“gh afer daybreak this morning (the Uh Api), Wis Highness note to we ole 
{HAs we to express his thanks fo the Commander of the Perseus” for is elective 
stim and begging me to Keep the men, little Longer until he had been able to make 
jtasements for their safe reception. This T asquieseed in, and at u later out duly 
hem over to an offical aud guard sent by the Sultan to receive them. ‘They were 
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Sj i pity of which Hi 
fakeu direct to the quarantine station to complete their term, on the expiry of s 
SAT es ROR ececutee eas cnstope CHa eA anaL tue Aeney Surgeon being 
Peer Atte SGU tie is Salaiee men encere= (ook the'stalermnts oF ll Gre me 
ei them claimed to be French subjects out and out 
aS Matiielne aldeael ae ated ny having " imprisoned” three 
Ties of the Sultan broke quarantine, 
Jmit his right to address me on a n 





No. 191. 


Questions asked in the House of Commons, May 12, 1903. 


i ary for Foreign Affairs whether he eould 
n, Lucis;—'Vo ask the Under-Scerotary for Foreign. A\ Iie ou 
passe ¥y intention on the part of Tis Majesty’s Government of encouragi 
Bais raliny enterprise in South-West Persia so as to nsure that the devslop- 
ment of those rosions might not be carried out by foreign capital and energy to 
the detriment of British trade and interests, 


Answer, 


i ‘ ile in this House ow 
Honourable friend is aware of the answer which T may House 
the anti Maral as 4 fuller statement. was made by Tard Tanstovne 
amothor place lnst wer the same subj Por the moment there is no question 
of the development of railway enterprise in 


Mr, Gibson Bowls —Will the Noble Lord give us any indication of what that answer 
wns ? 


Answer, 


‘Phe move impeutinit answer was delivered by the S 5 f State himself in the 


Thouse of Lords last week, aud T happen to kilow that my honourable frieud was 


very attentive listener, 





No, 102, 
Sir A Mardinge to the Maryuess of Lansiaune-—(Received May 12) 


(Rasa jk ‘Tehran, May 12, 1003. 
LOAN. With reference to your Lovlship's telogram No. 46 of yesterday, 1 ea 
that the meming of my telegrams may have Teen obscured by my desire to condense 
rocent instriictions, What I said was that 1 had atrent 
ies tnt is propsal woul wot be aeceptab to Ths Majesty's 
Governunents and 1 avieed him to rehortow from the Linperial Bank the i 
which he lad just repaid them out of ome advauee ‘The Imperial Bas pou 
think, probably sso another 10,0001, on the lines suggested in rons’ 
Ueleginm No, 2X of the dnl August, 1901. If this were dong it weal Ye posible for 
Avy Fister atanco fron Texpetal funds to te deferral unt the question ns es 
niore fully: considersdl by His Majesty’s Govevnment, ‘The point as to Fars and th 
Gull hivolves very comp! issues, and 1 am anxious not to ‘alte ‘it just ¢ 
present. I cannot explain these issues by telegraph are too long, Unt among 
ation Cas mention that the Persian text of the engageme et Dereesa 
of of tlie soutliern customs is lacking: both in elearuess and strong, 
ba Naertanse meubile that your Lordship's position is that, on condition that 
the soutlern customs axe made the only guarantee ani that repayment before twenty 
years is prevented, you are ready to complete the advance, 
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No, 193, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquees of Lansdowne (Received May 12.) 
No. 65.) 
(Telegraphte,) P. Tehran, May 12, 1908, 

RUSSIAN quarantine cordon in Khorassan. My telegram No, 59, 

1 have just received from the Persian Government the reply given by the Russian 
Legation to the proposal for the abolition of the cordon made them by the Grand 
Visier. ‘The note argues that it was vid Herat aud not vit Beluchis'an that tho 
cholera was introduced into Khorassan from India in 1803, and th t,, therefore, 
quarantine against plague is not necessary on the Seistan frontier, but on'the formec 
Tate at cds with a veiled threat to inflict financial loss on Klorassan by closing 
the Russian frontier to Persian trade. 

We an easily refute the arguments, but two things are clear—(1) that the Russians 
Kill uot withdraw their cordon, and that they cannot be forced to do so by Persia, and 
(2) that we cannot let the question drop, having raised it officially, 

Tshould be glad to be furnished with your Lordship's instructions in the matter 


ee 


No. 194, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Musurus Pasha, 


THE Marquess of Lansdowne presents his compliments to the Turkish Ambas- 
sulor, and, with reference to his note of the 28th ultimo, has the honour to inform Ine 
[xeellerey that His Majesty's Secretary of Stato for India has received a telegram: 
Trane Resident at Aden in regard to the murder of Ghanine, a trader of Sava in 
Haushabi territory, in February last, 

{tue Resident states that two persons, a father and son, wore implicated in the 
Prien and that they ied to the Sayads of Dthubiyat, in the territory af the Amir of 
I gd ug Aunie endeavoured to arrest them, but. they again eseaped and entered 
ii Yalfai country, where all trace of them was lost. ‘Ihe Tesilent. alls ther 
Wrok-out will bo Kept for the culprits, and that if anything more is hear of the 
steps will be taken to have them arreste 


Foreign Office, May 12, 1903. 


SSS SS ee 


No. 195, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N, O'Conor, 
(No. 125.) pee 
Foreign Office, May 12, 1908. 

{rh tle close of my conversation with the Turkish Ambassador terday, 1 mene 

I to his Excelleney that I had hieand with regret that Yusuf, the Twekih offel 

at one moment been designated to act as Mudir at Wakra on the El Katy 
Fen aurived at thac place presumably for the purpose of taking up his 
pilaintment there, I reminded his Exeelleney of the discussions which led taken 


Lijeet aug uatantinople between yourself and the Turkish Government upon this 
aie and of the assurances whicl 


Mairs and the Grand Vizier, to the 
Government to send offi is 
T pointed out to his 


ight, and that if Mudirs 
would be necessary for His Majesty's 


sliouldl certainly not acquiesce in Yusut’s 
i h Government Would lose no time in wi 
bawin been instructed to demand his withdrawal, 
ae P ie could only conjecture that Yusuf had gone to 
7 2k 


pointment, 








15k 


Woakra on his own account, and that there seemed to be no evidence to prove that the 
‘Turkish Government were responsible for his movements, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 196. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Sooret.) 
Sir, 


at Constantinople® relative to ec 
‘Aden froutigrof the attitude of the Br 
Of the territory of the Amir of Dthali i 

it N. O'Conor expresses the opinion that the difficulties which are being raised 

by the Turkish Commissioners are mainly due to their apprehension that the British 
nay claim Kataba on belialf of the Amir of Dthali. 
pprefiension would appear to be founded on the recent proceeding; 

ch Conmissioners, reported in the telegram from the Resident at Aden of the 
27th ultimo. 

Lord Lansdowne had never contemplated the possibility of Kataba being included 
in the tervitory of the nine tribes, and during, his discussions with the Turkish 
Ambassador, ho lity always assumed that it was situated, as shown on all the maps 
Which Lord Lansdowne has seen, within Turkish territory, 

He therefore unhesitatingly concurs in Sir N, O’Conor's view that such a claim 
would now be diflicult to justify, and should not be supported by His Majesty's 
Government, As, however, Sir N. O'Conor sug: It be male of a 
possible claim to Katiba tur the purpose of obtain i ement at 
‘ther points, his Lovdship proposes, if the Secretary of State cor 
his Exeolloney to defor for the present acting on the instructions sent to im 
tolegram No. 0! of the 7th instant, 

Tam to add that Lord Lansdowne is of opinion that it is high) 
tho British Commissioners should refrain, as far as possible, from raising fresh claims 
or suggesting oxtonsive departures from the green line,” any such departures, except 
for tho purpose of bringing about a reasonable * give-and-take” arrangement, 
only load to further delay in the settlement of the frontier question, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) IL, SANDERSON. 





No. 197. 
Tdin Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 13.) 


Sir, India Office, May 12, 1903. 

TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge ar letter 
of the 18th April, forwarding a copy of a letter from the Tiaperial Persia stating 
the terms on whieh the Bank will Ve prepared to establish a branch in Seistan, 

‘he terms are these described in Sir H, Walpole's letter} of the Sid April, vin, 
subsidy of 1,500, a-year for a period of five years, that maximim being 
the amount of any net profits actually made by the branel in each yeat 
‘on “net profits” means the profits after deduction of all ordinary expenses 

eluding, interest at the rite of nt, per annum on the ¢ 
ranch, which, as stated in the letter from the Bank of the 20th April, forwarded. with 
your letter of the 2nd instant, is estimated at 10,0001. for commencement, to be 
increased if required, 

Tar direc orge Hamilton to state, for Lord Lansdowne's i 

that the Secretary of State in Council necepts these terms, and will bo glad i 
necessary arrangements with the Imperial Bank of Persia can be made in accordance 
with the last tivo paragraphs of Sir Horace Walpole's letter of the Srd Ap 


* No. 173, 
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Lam also directed to forward copy of a telegeam ft ; 
ist Mag, fom whisk i will be gen that it settable, havin ae Cie ate 
the Rassian Bank, that the establish : : 
the Rosinn Hank iat the etabishment of cho branch ofthe fmpaial Bank in Sestan 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No. 198. 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Reeeived May 13.) 


Sir, 
TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to incl 
ony hh dive onl Gi nto inclose a copy of a furthor telegram 
fiom the Vieeroy on the subjeetof the extension of Turkish jurisdiction to the Ll Kate 
Tont Lansdowne will seo that the Turkish Mudir, Yi 
establishing bimself at Wakra; andLord Gains i Noaweeas 
shiould be strongly urged to issue instruct 


India Office, May 12, 190: 


nisl Bas, las secs iy 
G am) of opinion that the Porte 
tions for his immediate withdrawals 
Tam, &o, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


—_—_—S ee 
Inclosure in No, 198. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


Eales aneran ot laa ean ear erclivin {elogr Wvelcon the 
sth ins ollowing telegram wi 
from Coton Kemball bas infor His Majesty’ A tabasaton Seni tee 
‘On arrival at Bahwin, the Commander of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing "learnt 
ba erect ree information, which he eouataitedy atte au thet seit 
ial succeeded in establishing himself at. Wak, through intervention of Sheikh 
, who feared getting into trouble with the ‘Turks if he refused. Commander 


in_these cireumstances returne shi a 
Penne uumed to Bushire at onée to report the news, instead of 


Sco your telegram of the 26th March. 


insisted tipon by His Majesty's Government, seid SES SIN CTE! 





No. 199, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 18.) 


TIE Under-Secretary of State f i i 
Ree iry of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
ferstary of State for Foreign Affairs, aud, by direction of ea George. Hatton, 
fhivanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a telogram 
Huu dhe Vieeroy, dated the 12th instant, relative to the Fronch flag quostion at 

India Office, May 18, 1903, 

———— 
Inclosure in No, 199, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamition. 


(Mlegeaphie) Pe May 12, 1903, 
AGAT. | Wetrust that Ilis Majesty's Government will in no ab agreaito auy, 
i by which Sagholders willbe released til they have completed their seatence 
Mien MORI inpeonment,  EMect of supporting Sultan dh eursying out full 
a ay dete: jects i ‘ ing 
the Freneh flag. ‘French man-of-war “ Tie anvelyeeaay ae 
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No. 200, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No. 108.) 


(‘Teleg ic.) P. Foreign Office, May 13, 1903. 
Cre MTR AIR. With referee tothe felegram from the Political Resident in the 
Per ulf of the 9th May, you should make a communication to the Porte stating 
that His Majesty's Government cannot allow Yusuf Bey to remain at Wakra, and that 
they trust that’ the Turkish Government will take steps to withdraw him without 
delay. 





No. 201. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 47.) 


Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 13, 1903. 
es irs Hoje ’s Government are ready to complete the advance to the Persian 
Government on the conditions deseribed in the last paragraph of your telegram 
No, 64 of the 12th May 





No. 202, 
Memorandum communicated to M. Cambon, May 13, 1903. 


IN the course of nterview Lord Lansdowne on the 27th ultimo 
M, Cambon stated that, in his opinion, subjects of the Sultan of Muscat who are 
etitled to use tho French fag could not be arrested by tho Sultan without the eon- 
ouunrence of the French Consul. 3 A 
Se bond Tanedbyene sont Wi rach obliged lf 3t/ Carbon would inform bim ot! the 
grounds on whieh this view is based. i 

Is it contended that the French flagholders are French-protectod persons withi 
the meaning of the French ‘Treaty vf I=44 If 59, this contention would not appea 
to be well founded, as, on reference to Article LV of that reaty, it will be scon that it 
only provides that “subjects of the Sultan of Muscat actually in the service of the 
French shall enjoy the same privileges which are granted to the French themselves 

ly he contended that French flagholders are persons actually in the service 
nell within the meaning of the ‘Treaty. 

It is further to he observed that the French Consul at Museat, on the Sth March, 
1902, stated in writing to Captai t ficers had no intention of 
subjecting Museat subjects to French jurisdiction, and that they only claimed the 
right conti " Brussels Act, namely, a right of surveillance and police over 
dliows carry el fla 

lis: Maje: ti h r 
agreement with them on the point that no right of protection on shore or in the 
torritorial waters of Muscat was claimed by the French Government in respect of 
subjects of the Sultan holding licences to fly the French flag, and that within the 
Sultan's territory they were to be regarded as subject tovhis ordinary jurisdiction, 


Foreign Office, Muy 18, 1903, 





No. 203, 
Memoranium communicated to Musurus Pasha, May 13, 1903. 


TITE complaints against the British Commissioners, as stated in the Turkish 
Ambassador's note of the 11th instant, are as follows :— aoe 
1, That the Brit issioners are raising vexatious difficulties in the way of 
zress of the work limitation, notably in connection with the demareation 
of the line in the neighbourhood of Kataba. 
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2, That after the Commission liad decided to defer survey operations until the 
receipt of fresh instructions Colonel Wahab at first proposed to prepare a map of the 
country situated at a distance of 2 kilometres on either side of the green line, and 
that he subsequently insisted on extending this limit to 43 kilometres on the ‘Turkish 
side. 

That British soldiers and surveyors had been sent to certain villages in the 
districts of Dakkam and Kataba outside the line, 

4. That Colonel Wahab had insisted on the removal of a eustom-house, which had 
previously been transferred to the Turkish side of the line, on the ground that it was 
situated in disputed territory. 

As regards the first two subjects of complaint, it may be stated generally that, 

cording to the instructions sent to the Turkish Commissioners, as communicated by 
Mis Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople, on the 13th February last, it was 
arranged that, “as regards localities on which the Commissioners may not be able to 
agree at the time of delimitation, they will be reserved for agreement between the two 
Governments.” 

Subsequently, on the 18th March the Turkish Government agreed “to proceed 
with the delimitation, in accordance with the configuration of the land, of the line 
shown by the British Commissioner on the joint map.” 

fis Majesty's Government have always regarted tho green line as merely 

the approximate extent of the British claim, and not as debarring the 

ommissioners from having full opportunities of ascertaining the facts as to tho 

uration of the ground, and basing thereon proposals within reasonable limits to 

satisfactory and serviceable frontier, It l.as never been the intention of His 

y's Governinent to propose any extensive or wholesale departures from this line, 

but merely to adopt such modifieations of it as would be obviously fair and mutually 
convenient to both parties on givesand-take principle, 

It is not possible to follow the geographical details of the proposal contained in 
the note in regard to the frontier in. the neighbourhood of Kataba, but, according to 
the information received by His Majesty's Government, it appears that Colonel Wahab 
Has done no more than propose that.a joint survey should he undertaken by the two 
farties to settle the point at issue, ‘Nis proposal is entirely in accordance with the 
views of His Majesty’s Government as to the principal on which tho delimitation 
should proceed, 

Colonel Wahiab's proposal to survey the country for a short distance on eithor 
side of the line seems to have been made with the object of bringing about a settle. 
ment on the above principle, 
pay thy Independent surveys which may have been made by Colonel Wahab in the 

ikkam district appear to be entirely justified on the ground that a doubt exists as to 
the proper limits of Dakkam, as is proved by the fact that the frontier is shown in this 
ibourhood on the map by a broken line, the object being to indicato that the line 

‘s tnly provisional, and that the actual facts as to tle limits of the territory have still 
to be ascertained, The British Commissioner is entitled to full facilities for ascertains 


Tacyuformation received by His Majesty's Government, as to the establishment. 
\f a/Turkish eustoms post in the Kataba district does not entirely correspond with the 


Secount furnished by the Turkish Ambassador. Colonel Wahab has reported tliat, 
Wot only hias a customs post heen established by the ‘Turkish authorities eouth of the 
Sclat Kataba in territory which cannot be admitted to be ‘Turkish, but also. that 
Gcessive export duties have been levied there, and that camels belonging to the British 
Commissioners have been improperly detained, and only released on payment of tho 
Xeessive duties demanded. His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople is in com, 
munication with the Turkish Government on this subject. 
Foreign Office, 
May 13, 1903, 


= ee eee 





No, 204. 


“The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 
No, 127.) 
ir, Foreign Office, May 13, 1903. 
THB ‘Turkish Ambassador asked me for an interview yesterday, and handed me 
the communication, of which a copy is inclosed, on the subject of the Aden 
delimitation.* 
T told his Excellency that I was quite unable to follow the geographical details 
which he had laid before me in connection with the delimitation of the border in the 
ibourhood of Kataba, and that several of the otler places mentioned by his 
Excellency were not marked upon my map. As for the statement that Colonel 
Wahab liad at first sugested that the’ frontier might be tsid down at any distance 
not exceeding 2 kilom, on either side of the green line, and that he had subsequently 
asked to oxtend these limits to 4} kilom,, all [could say was that it had been from the 
first understood by His Majesty's Government that the greon line was only an 
approximate description of the frontier, and that the Commissioners were to be free 
in reasonable limits in order to obtain a satisfactory and serviceable 
It had, however, never been intended that there should be wholesale or 
n line, and Faded that in my view any modifications 
sable should be on the “give and take” principle, 
so that the parties mizht obtain satisfaction at one point for conevssions made at another, 
As for the statement that British surveyors had been sent into certain villages 
to Dekiam, which I imagined to be the same as Dakkam on our maps, L 
ad it was the case that parts of Dakkam, which it would be difficult to separate 
from the rest, were to be found beyond, id est to the west of the Tiban River along 
which the green line had been drawn, would, however, inquire into this, and the 
other points mentioned in his Execllency’s communication, and let him know the 
result. 
I subsequently sent his Excellency a Memorandum, of which a copy is attached 
to this despatehst 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE 





No. 209, 


The Marquess of Lansdor to Sir E. Monson, 
(No, 215.) 
Sir, Foreign Office May 13, 1903. 

T HAD a further conversation with the French Ambassador to-day in regard to 
the recent seizure of dhows flying the nich flag at Museat. 

Ilis Excellency called my atterfion to two letters addressed to M. Dorville, the 
French Vice-Consul at Museat, by Major Cox, dated respectively the Sth and 10th 
April. Ilis Exeelleney showed me a French translation of the former and a copy of 
the latter document. 

Ife told me t the view of the French Government Major Cox had no right 
to address official remonstrances of this kind to the French Consul, and that he was 
certainly not in a position to write such a sentence as that in which (vide letter of the 
10th April) he says: “Lean only repeat that L specifieally impugn the title of the said 
Mubarw Hamid, orany other subject of His Highness the Sultan similarly situated, 
to any rights of protection under the French flag while in the territory or in the 
territorial wa 


rently infringed, our Representative should freely 
ion with his French coll His Excelleney said that he did not 
augtve with me, but that such discussion should be of an unoflicial character, and not 


t No. 208. 
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couched in the extremely official style which Major Cox affected, His Excellency 
begged that I would picture to myself the feelings of His Majesty’s Government it 
the converse case were to arise, and the French Consul were to ‘address Major Cox in 


not less peremptory language for some allegel interference with the rights of the 
Sulta: = 


I told his Excellency that Major Cox's tone might perhaps have been too 
Id that he was right in objecting to 


severely official, but that in substance I hel 
M. Dorville’s demands. 

I said that, after our conversation on the 27th ultimo, L had referred T Ys 
in which I found no authority for his Excelleney’s contention that peciee Aree 
flying the French flag could not be arrested by the Sultan for violations of the 
municipal Jaw of Muscat, without the concurrence of the French Consul. 

Under Article IV of the Treaty, it was provided that “subjects of the Sultan of 
Muscat actually in the sorviee of the French shall enjoy the same privileges which 
are granted to the French themselves.” It could seateely be contended that these 
French flag-holders were persons actually in the service of the French within the 
meaning of the Trea . . 

. Mis Excellency admitted the correctness of my quotation from the Treat; 
said that the pro m which I had cited, and aN eG specially with en 
the serviee of the French, did not in any way affect the rights enjoyed by other 
Hae were entitled to fly the French flag, and consequently to claim French 
I said that this seemed to me a doubtful contention, and 04 is 
scelleney that the French Consul at Muscat on the Sth ‘Mare Peete 
writing to Major Cox that the French authorities had no intention of subjecting 
Muscat subjects to French jurisdiction, and that they only claimed the right of 
lance ani alien over dows carrying the Bench flag. | 
pointed out to his Excellency that the persons who had been recently impri 
tv th Sultan for breach of tiie Local. Quarantine Regulations had eorcrned ak 
offence and been arrested within the territorial waters of Muscat. 

Thad certainly been under the impression that the French Government were in 
gceoment with ns in holding that no right of protection on shore or in the territorial 
waters © Muscat could be claimed by the French Government for subjects of the 
Sultan holding licences to fly the French flag, and that such persons within. the 
Sultan's territory were admitted to be subject to his ondinary jurisdiction, 

I gave his Excellency a note of the statement which Thad made to him, and he 
promised that he would consider it, He added that the French Government wore 
ansious that any rights arising from the possession of the French flag should not lead 
to abuse. Tt was, however, impossible for them to take back the flags from the persons 
who had already been giver them. On the other hand, the French Government had 

¥ quite ready to fall in with our suggestion to the effect that a list of such persons 
uld be prepared, and such a list in fact had been made out, and would have been 

a to is eo ele the recent incident arose. 

would, his Excellency said, be easy fo or ica i 
can Roaiisy sat, ee sary. ee the Sultan to communicate the list to 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) "LANSDOWN. 





No. 206, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, 

. Foreign Ofice, May 18, 1903, 
front (tbh ditto by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit aaah copy of a note 
ieee Taal Ambassador,” stating that the Acting Vali of Yemen luis reported 
THunlnirty of men belonging to, the Subaibi tribe in tho Aden Protectorate recently 
u tro members of the Hakem tribe of the district of Mokha, in the Vilayet of 


emen, and their servant, an Abyssinit vl A 
sd 200 sheep Helos tom Abysinian, and carved off their arms and 100 camels 


* No, 188 
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‘Musurus Pasha asks that steps may be taken without delay to have the persons 
‘guilty of this outrage arrested and punished and the stolen property restored. 
T am to suggest, for the consideration of the Secretary of State for India, that 
inquiry should be made of the Resident at Aden in regard to this matter. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T. 1, SANDERSON. 





No, 207. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 14.) 


Sir, India Office, May 13, 1903. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, ending with Sir H. Walpole’s letter 
of the 4th April last, on the subject of the reported intention of the Turkish Govern 
ment to ereate administrative posts at Zobara, Wakra, and Odeid, on the Arabian coast 
of the Persian Gulf, Lam diveeted by Lord George Hamilton to request that you will 
(mw Lord Lansilowne’s attention to the inclosed copy of a letter from the Resident in 
the Persian Gulf to the Government of Tndia, dated the 28rd March last, with special 
voference to the importance of Zobara to the security of Bahrein, 
Tam, &, 
‘A. GODLEY, 


Tnclosure in No, 207. 


Lieulenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bushire, March 23, 1903, 
TILAVE the honour to report, with reference to my telegram dated the 12th 
instant, on the subject of EL Kate, that on the 16th instant, the mail-steamer from 
Bussorh arrived in Bushire, Abdul Karim Effendi, the Mudir-designate for Odeid, 
was on board en route to Babrein. I had him interviewed, and he stated that his 
destination had been altered, He was to have gone to Odeid, but he knew what a 
« place Odeid was, and he had managed to arrange a trausfer to another place 
Alay’ Tam unable to locate, but which is, I believe, somewhere near 
AL Tiassa, and he was on his way fo AL Hassa to obtain orders from the 
Mutessarif, As reanis Odeid, he stated that another officer, whose name he did not 
know, lad heen appointed as Mudis, He was of Kurdish origin, and was now in 
Bussdrah, and would prohably come to Buhrein by the following mail. He stated that 
Sheikl Jasim-bin-Thani lad asked the Porte to establish administrative units at Zobara, 
Wakra, and Odeid, and that Arabi Eifendi, who had gone to Bahrein by the preceding 
mailesteamer, was nominated to the Zobara Mudirieh, and that Yusuf Beg, now at 


Al Hass, Shi 

recommended the Turks to establish posts at several points on Katr, knowing that we 
view with equanimity any occupation of Zobara and Odeid, and wishing to 

embroil the Turks with 
. It is, in my opinion, absolutely essential for the security of the Babrein 
islands that Zobara should not be occupied by the Turks. Apart from tho fact that 
the occupation of Zobara would be viewed with the greatest concern by the Chiof of 
Taluein, who considers the place to be an appanage of his, and whose rights we are 
ound {0 maintain, the prestige which the ‘Turks would gain throughout the country- 
¥y the occupation of this place, in opposition to the well-known views of the 
ish Government, would be so great that an attack on Bahrein from Katr could at 
ny te be organized, aud the enntinual: presence of «ship of war in Balirein water, 
‘anil perhaps even a muilitary occupation of the islands, would be required. Regarding 
the occupation by the Turks of other places on El Katr it is not, I think, necessary for 
nie at the preset (ime to add anything to what has already been said on the subject. 
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No. 208. 


‘ India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 14.) 
(B) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
ihe Viceroy, dated the 12th May, relative to the Aden delimitation. is 


India Office, May 13, 1903. 


Tnclosure in No. 208, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


Telegraphic.) P. May 12, 1903. 
BRITISH Ambassador at Constantinople has. been instructed to” roronsteate 


against proceedings described in Resident: at Aden’s May relati 
fea vaceadbaig eee 's telegram of the Oth May relative 
(Repeated to Aden.) 





No, 209, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office-—(Received May 14.) 
Sdential.) 
Admiralty, May 14, 1908, 
{M commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, 
tion of the Secrotary of Statw for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telogram, 
© 14th instant, from the Commandor-in-chief, East Indies Station, : 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) AN MACGREGOR. 


Tnelosure in No. 209, 
Rear-ddmiral Drury to Admiralty, 


graphic.) Trincomalee, May 14, 1903, 
7 bo. aw ING telegram has heen r ved from “Naiad” at aust dated the 
J have heen informed by Consul: ‘The Sultan's broth wnt during the 
gyorary absence of the Sultan, returned French Commodore's visit this morning. 
Commodore, in the presence of witnesses, demanded release of the men imprisoned for 
joaking quarantine; laid his swonl on the table, saying it was oithey compliance or the 
word, when the Regent refused to consider thé matter, and told him to write 
sholoves he had to say to the Sultan; Commodore hesitated, but weate letters in 
lifted Ianguage demanding Sultan's presence and absolute satisfaction for their 
imprisonment. Tn view of the effect of the menace, Consul informed French Consul 
Jit he is preparing to maintain Sultan's authority in the matter. Uncertain whether 
Sultan is coming; if he does, he may be orerawed.”” 





No. 210, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May U4.) 


(No. 06) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 14, 19 
THERE have recently heen some at Meshod, and. the Governor 

Joneral, against whom the Russians ha ‘orking for some time, has resigned in 


eae thom, This is held by His Majesty’s Consul-Geueral to constitute a 
617 27 
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‘victory for the Russians, to which we should make a vigorous reply, and he urges that 
we sould send strong quarantine detachments to Seistan and the southern ports unless 
the Russian quarantine cordon is withdrawn within a definite period. Tagree with 
Colonel Whyte, whether this proposal is accepted or not, that the moment has now 
come when we should insist on fhe Russian cordon being removed, and support our 
insistance hy some such step as thet suggested hy 





No. 211. 
Mr, Cave to the Marquess of Lansdawne.—(Received May 15.) 


No. 30, Zanzibar.) 
My Lox, Zanzibar, April 2, 1908. 

1 WAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's telegram No. 6 of the 18th 
instant, callinw for a report on the history and character of a person named Salim 
Khone. 

[also received on the 13th instant from the Rey. J, ©. Young, of the Keith. 
Faledner Mission at Aden, and from 
inclosed herewith, relating to. the 
anil requesting my assistance with a vi 
claims to have heen possess 

‘The past history of Khemti, with whieh, for reasons whieh will appear below, 
Tam fairly. well acquainted, is as folla 

Sali Khemti, or, to give him his full name, Salim-bin-Abdullah Salim-elsKhienaii, 
is the sowof a Shilint Arab, who was settled in Zaustbar in the reign of Seyyid Barghash ; 
he (Lie father) Was not a merchant in the ordinary acceptation of the term, but made a 
respcctnble income by hamalage contracts and hy various commissions, such as the 
sipply: of Circassian and other concubines, which he executed for the Sultan; he died in 
thie reign of Seyyid Khalifa, 

Mis son, Salim, was employed as a writer in the Palace until the death of the Inst- 
naniedl Sultan, but lost his position when Seyyid Ali eame to the throne; Seyyid Hamed 
engaged him for a short period but quickly dismissed him, and it was not until the 
acecssion of Seyyid Hunton fahomed that he deiiuite ned his elerienl duties 
at the Palice. When His Highness vas about to proceed of 1598 
Salim was ordero| to precede him, but refused, and, ow heing remonstrated with, made 
use of ollousive expressions towards the Sultan, both in his own house before other Arabs 
and in This Highness presence, For this ho was punished and his salary yas: reduced 
After this he was known to be in communication with an official of the Germnn 
Consulate, who was noted for his anti English tendencies, but nothing definite vecussed 
until iu, May 1800 he suddenly and su bar by the French wail tor 
Djibouti 

‘No mouths tater the Sultan reeeived a grossly keurvilous letter with, the Cain 
posteinary con thie most infamous s His Higlness anid his 
family and various: English officials in. Zanathar, anda threat that, it @ sum of 20001 
dowit und a snouthly: allowance of 20L was not paid to an agent in Cairo whose mame 
and address vere given, the writer would Macken His Highness’ character wlerever he 
Weil, ‘The letter was anonymous, but from the handwriting and from certain references 
which it contained it was abundantly clear that it had been written by Salim Kiveur 

At tho Sultan's request I telegraphed to His Majesty's Agent and Consul-General 
at Cairo, asking thal the man might he arrested for attempted blackmail, aud shortly after 
wards His Highness sent an Agent to Egypt with full powers to eonduet the prosecution 

Te pieanvfite a question hat ation aa Co jurediction, and by tho tine that thie tad 
been decided Salim Kheniti was found to have left the country. 

For further details with regard to this chapter of Salim’s history £ would beg leave t: 
refor your Lordship to the Marquess of Salisbury's despatch to me No. 19, ‘Treaty, of the 
12th August, 1809, aud to the note which was addressed to me by the 
OF State on the 318 of the follwing October. 

Until more than a year later no further nows of Salim Khemri reache 
was reported when he left Cairo that he had proceeded as teacher of Arabic to Ber 
Il is stated, on the other haud, in the accompanying letter from Mr, Young, that hie wit 
taken by M, Piat, formerly French Consul here, to Paris. If he did go to France it is 
not likely to have been in company with M. Pint, for that geutleman left Zonzibar i) 

bruary 1699, three months Letore Salim himself, Further information on this point, 


x 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No, 48.) 
(Velegraphie.) P. 

RUSSIAN quarantine cordon in Khorasan. 

Is the “Grand Vizier’s proposal” mentioned in your telegram No. 65 of the 
18th May to be understood as a formal demand by the Persian Government, that. the 
conton should be withdiawn ? Upon this must greatly depend the action to ba taken, 

1 understand that you have a copy of the text of reply sent hy the Russian 
Legation. T should like to see this, 


Foreign Office, May 14, 1903. 
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however, may possibly be obtained from His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, who 
would appeat, from Mr. Young’s statement, to have been acquainted with Salim’s 
proceedings. 

Pn Decoraber 1900) tha Sultan received. w leer from Salita Khemri, praying that 
he might be forgiven for what he had done. ‘To this Petition a gracious reply was sent, 
and Salim was informed that he would be allowed to return to Zanzibar, He has not 
at present, however, availed himself of His Highness’ clemency. 

‘The statement in Salim Khemri’s letter to me that his property had been seized by 
the Sultan is not true. A house belonging to him is on the point of being sold for debt 
by an Order of the Court, which was only issued after all the formalities required by the 
Mahommedan law had been complied with, but I am informed that in all other respects 
his property remains as it was when he quitted Zanzibar. 

Tam replying to Mr. Young’s letter in this sense, and am asking him to inform 
Salim Khemri that, if he should elect to return here to see after his own affairs, his 
personal liberty will be in no wise interfered with. 

Tam afraid that, in view of Salim Khemri’s local record, 1 can hardly indorse the 
good character which is given to him by Mr. Young. His dastardly attempt to black- 
muil the Sultan was not an eloquent testimony to either his respectability or his veracity, 
an, apart from that, the character which he bore in His Highness’ service would not 

me to deseribe him as either loyal or particularly reliable. It was, perhaps, an 
unnecessarily harsh measure on the part of the French authorities to incarcerate him in 
4 hinatic asylum, from which unpleasant predicament Mr. Young would appear to have 
resctied him, but he is said to have been always somewhat eccentric, and I should be 
inclined to regard with some suspicion any statements which he might make to me. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) BASIL 8. CAV 


Inclosure 1 in No, 211. 


The Rev, J. ©. Young to Mr. Cave. 


Honoured Sir, Keith-Falconer Mission, Aden, April 8, 1903, 

ONE of our converts, named Salim Khemri, has begged me to petition you on his 
hehalf, ind as I feel that I cannot do so better than in his own words, I beg to append 
an oxact teunslation of bis own statements, 

I lave known Salim for oyer two years, and can speak of him as a thoroughly 
honest, truthful man, 

Perhaps you may have heard of him through Sir Edmond Monson, His Britannie 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, For Salim had a hard and curious experience there, 
sulloring much on account of his loyalty to the British Government, 

M, Piat, a gentleman who used to be French Consul in Zanzibar, took him to Paris, 
ostensibly to teach Arabic, but in reality to sub-edit an Arabic newspaper, published 
with n yiew to suborn British subjects in India, Arabia, and Kast Africa, As soon, how- 
eyer, as he discovered the nature of the work he refused to do it, and was first threatened 
ee imprisonment by M, Piat, and then put into a lunatic asylum, from which I rescued 
him, 

If, then, you can help this man to recover his property, you will be helping a good 
nian and a loyal subject, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) JOHN C. YOUNG. 


Tnclosuie 2 in No, 211. 


Salim Khemyri to Mr, Cave. 
Honoured Sir, 

_£ WAS a clerk with Seyyid Hamond, Sultan of Zanzibar, and was beloved of him 
until he wished me to go to Mombasa, and, on account of illness, I refused to go. ‘Then 
he hecame angry, and ordered me to give the key of my desk to Ali Mohammed, one of 
his servants, which I did, and departed to my house; but he sent soldiers alter me, 
Who hailed me to prison, where they kept me with shackles on my legs till the afternoon’ 
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In the afternoon, however, I was released, and that night Sherif Mamboyab, the servant 
of General Mathews, came and said that the Sultan did not want me to return to my 
work, but he did not give me any pa : 

Next day Ali Mohammed and a friend came to my house, and said that the Sultan 
would give me 20 rupees a-month, and if he found suitable work for me he would give 

Twas angry, however, and said that I neither wanted his money nor his work. 
ids, however, advised me not to speak thus; for if the Sultan heard it he would 
sou, or otherwise injure me, It would, they said, be far better for 
me tractable and do what the Sultan wished. Upon this I took the 
money 

Formerly my pay was 70 rupees a-month, but the Sultan always gave me a present 
every month of from 50 to 100 rupees in addition to my pay. He used also to give me 
clothes, &e. , 

[hese 20 rupees a-month, however, injured me much, as they were not sufficient 
for my upkeep, aud yet T was unable to go and work in any other place. 

Because of this, I wrote to the Sultan while he was in Mombasa, and again after he 
returned to Zanzibar, asking him to cense from his anger and become conciliated. Ho, 
howover, wave mie no answer until one night Ali Mohammed came and said that the 
Sultan did vot want me to write to him age > 

When FE heard this lett Zanzibar, leaving my father’s wife in my house and with 
‘a portion of land that belonged to me upon which reed houses were erected. I also left 
550 rupees with Abdoo Rub, son of the late Sultan of Makulla, which was part of a larger 
debt, He having only paid a part, 650 remained tinpaid. > 

1 also left all papers relating to these with Saed-bin-Maabud, and told him to 
take charge of the houses and gather the rents for me, but now I never get news from 
him, 

When twas Cadi in Jibuti {heard that the Sultan Hamond had seized a house 
which belonged to me, but which was bonded with a man, Salem-el-Badee, for 
8,260 rpeess the time being six years. 
the hone there remained nent 

‘his house 


When T vas in Zanzibar T used to receive 75 rupees amonth for the houses but 
sinew [loft { have not received anything, 

My friends in Zanzibar would willingly help me, but they are afraid from the 
Sulluns and-are therefore not able to do what 1 require, { am, therefore, under the 
sceosity of aypealig to your honous and of begging you to he. good enough to take 
possesion of the houses ‘and to sell them, as well a5 the portion of the land. which 
Delongs to mie in what is called Ardh M ‘There are twelve sheds on this piece of 
lanl, one of which belongs to my father’s wife and one to a poor woman to whom my 
father gave leave to erect a house. All the rest helong to me, and T have papers from 
the Lime of the Sultan Majid bearing witness to the fact that the land is mine, 

Will your honour, theretore, he kind enough to take possession of and sell these 
houses and land, except those houses of my father’s wife and the poor woman to whom 
iny futher gave leave to erect a dwelling. “Will you also be kind enough to take the 
450 mpees from Abdoo Rub and to return to Salem-el-Baice his 8,250 rupees out of the 
proceed of the sale and to others their bonds of 1,200 rupees. 

he house E hought for 12,341, and afterwards spent 1,600 on repairs, but, as yet, 
Lhiaye received no return, 

I wish you also to understand that the Sultan was couciliated to me before his 
death aud wrote tore iv Ta. therefore humbly beg and enfreat you to do what- 
ever you seo best for meas E know no other person that can help me on earth. By 
doing this act of kindness you will help and bless yours, &e. 

ened) SALIM KHEMRI, 
Young, Keith-Paleoner Mission, 
Sheikh Ottoman, Aden.) 





(Received May 15.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forward8 herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of two telegrams 
from the Viceroy, dated the Lith May, relative to the French flag incident at ‘Muscat. 

India Office, May 15, 1903, 


———ee 
Tnelosure 1 in No, 212. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
May 14, 1903, 
12th May: Mus 

ns have been received from Captain Cox :— 


ion to him from 
instance, the Sultan will press that 
i Commodore has, meanwhile, met nie 
discussion of the question between us. Personally, 
wptical of utility or finality of such discussion between us at the eleventh hour, 
ani am of opinion that the matter would be better settled hetween the two Govern. 
ments in Europe; but, if it is considered unobjectionable that T should enter into 
discussion with the Commodore, it is important that I should he informed what is the 
present attitude of the Forcign Office, and ns to the exact position of the negotiations 
mm Londons and, further, if matter is to be discussed. locally, T think that the Sales 
and the British Government are entitled to roquire the presenee of the British Repr 
sentative at, the interview if the Sultan is compelled to be content with oral come 


the commu 
aunoflicially, 
Tam 


Sultan's brother returned official visit to Freuelt 
n the Commodore, in spite of his attitude yesterday, made on behalf af 

nmient peremptory demand that the prisoners ’should ‘be released; on the 

other replying tliat in the Sultan's absence he was unable to comply, the 

t unjustifiable threat, to whic unimpenchalile witnesses 

can testify, ig drawn sword on the table, said that it must be complianen or 
tl tan's brother remained firm, and requested tlhe Commodore to 
Write tothe Sultan the words he had just addressed to himself; aftor domurring to 
this course the Commodore did write in modified tone demanding the Sultan's 
immediate presence and absolute satisfaction regarding the imprisoneil protégés, Tn 
Niew of disturbing effect of the threat used, { have intimated to the Pronch Consul 


{Hit os the question is being discussed in Enrope, Fam prepared meanwhile to support 
Hin Sut atliority.” 


The Sultan deliberately wont into the interior so that, during King's visit to 

‘she should not meet the French Commodore, We have intimated to Cox that 

ion has our entire approval, and have suggested that, til we recuive your 

p's orders, it is advisable that Sultan's absence from Muscat should he'pro- 

lis Majesty's Government will doubtless make strong tupreaentation to 

uch Government ‘regarding le violence of French Commodore's, 

tion, resulting in so serious a situation, Approve our intermediate reply to 
Please telegraph as soon as possible. 


ee 
Tnclosure 2 in No, 212. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


phic.) P. 


& Mu 008 
wpe) May 14, 1908, 
st 


legraphs to-day, in continuation of his telegrams communicated in my 
elegram of today, thit Sultan has rotumed fo Muscat ant! expressed his 


nation that so long as he is not deserted by British Goverument he will not be 
intimidated into yielding to French demands,” : 





(1617) 2uU 
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No. 213. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Resident, Aden, dated the 14th May, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


India Office, May 1, 1903. 


Inclosure in No, 213, 
Resident, Aden, to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. Aden, May 14, 1908, 
COLONEL WAIIAB forwards following telegram sent from Sana on the 1th 


May, with reference to telegrams Nos. 18 and 19 from His Majesty’s Ambassador 
at, Constantinople for transmission :— 


the usual distortion in the Turkish complaints, as shown by Wahab's 

6, 260, and 262. ‘The claims of the Amir of Dthali’ to the villages 

akkam, and others are such that they cannot be surrendered by the 

Comission without submission of the case to His Majesty’s Government. The green 

line map, which was drawn from map of ‘Turkish Commission, affords unworkable 

huss, as indicated in telegram from Constantinople Nec 17, ant Secretary of State's 

mof ith May. Pull facts and fresh corrected map are being communicated 

by next mail to England. “Meanwhile we are taking line indicated in last paragraph 

of Constantinople te No. 18, Dakkam, with its few square miles on further 

side of green line, has, as a whole, always belonged to the Amiri, ho village of 

Ukla (sce Resident at Aden’s telegram of the Sth May) is also Amini, not Mayes, and 

it should be included in our boundary, both on account of configuration of ground, 
and to be the starting-point of the delimitation north-castwards, 

“The Turkish Customs still. refuse, unless expressly ordered by Constantinople, 
to reduce their duties to 1 per cent. on exports and 8 per cont. on imports; the 
situation is hecoming intolerable; incidents occur daily ; their Arab levies yesterday 
Killed. one ot the Amir'’s men and wounded two dangerously close to our camp, 1b 
was difficult to restrain Amix’s men from reprisals.” 





No. 214, 


Aduiralty to Foreign Office—(Received May 18.) 
(Confidential,) 

Sir, Admiralty, May 15, 1908, 

T AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Forvign Affairs, eopy of a telegram 
of this date, from the Commandér-in-chief, East Indies, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 
——————— 


Tnclosure in No. 214, 
Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty, 


(elegraphic, Trincomalee, May 15, 1908. 
GOVERNMENT of India informs me situation of affairs at Muscat is critical, 
and presume that T have sufficiently strong force to mect all possible contingencies, 
Thave informed them that I hae ample naval force as matters now stand: but if 

 Pobyeda”” is ordered to Museat from Colombo T lieve net case ae force available. 
y No. 83.“ Highflyer” returns Trincomalee 20th May, Fox” due at 
Mauvitius about 17th May, ordered to Karachi to await further instruetions, She 
should arr Karachi aout 27th May 





No, 216". 


‘The Marquess of Lunsilowne (0 Sir’. O'Conor. 
(No. 109.) x 
‘ phies) 2. Foreign Office, May 
ONDE tant lig. the Turkish slor 


nt procoedingy 5 ner on fhe Ades 
jong anti hier y stated, a 9 subject of 


With some additional complaint is identical with the 
first paragraph of your telogeam No. 94 of the th May. ‘ A 
a Muar cniaasve ‘hote to his Excellency to the following elfect [see note to 


Musurtis Pasha the 13th May’). 
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No. 215. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received May 18.) 
fidential,) 
: Adniralty, May 15, 1908. 
WITH reference to Admiralty letter of yesterday, Tam commanded by my Lords 
issioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram dated the 15th instant from’ the 
Commander-in-chief, East Indies, relative to affairs at Muscat. 
My Lords would be glad to know what answer Lord Lansdowne would wish to be 
sent to the Commander-in-chief. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


—— ee 
Tnclosure in No, 215, 
Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty, 


Trincomuilee, May V5, 1908. 
ing tolegram received from “ Naind” Muscat 14th May : 
“Sultan returned and expressed himself determined not to be intimidated by 
French demands as long as British Government. docs not desert him, Commodore 
visits Sultan this evening, 
As British Consul informed Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gull, that DBritistt 
t had promised to support Sultan in this question, I propose’ to diroct 
Persian Gulf, to assist in maintaining Sultan's authority, 





No. 216, 


A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Receiveid Muy 15.) 


Tehran, Muy 14, 1903, 
Lordship's telegram No, 47 of yesterday, 
or, to wiiom I expliined the position to-day, lias decided to borrow 
‘account current from the Imperial and, if necessary, from the Russian Banks, 
is request for the completion of our advance. 





No. 217. 
‘The Marquess of Lanstowne to Sir E. Monson. 


9.) 
Foreign Office, May 15, 1003. 

TILE French Minister called upon me to-day at my invitation, M, Cambon being 
absent from London, 

1 told M. Geoffray that, since my conversation with the Ambassador on tho 
10th instant, Thad received from the Admiralty a report to the elfect that the French 
Commodore in command of the “Infernet,” now at Muscat, had had an interviow 
ith the Sultan’s brother, who was acting as Regont during the Sultan’s absenco on 
‘cant that ship. We ‘were informed that the Commodore, in the presence of 
Witnesses, had demanded the release of the men who had heen imprisoned for breaking 
‘nscontine, and that he had laid a drawn sword on the table saying that 
rither complianee or the sword.” 
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i case. opportunity of 
informed ¢s to the actual circumstances of the ease. I had had an opportunity 
Sone {he report of the British Political Agent at Muscat, from which T gathered 
that they were as follows : ‘ 

Five Arabs of Sw mail 
steamer, on the Sth April, € in 
Feiner Cosas Chet corafe sate hI ata ton prt 
qaft. ‘The men Ind heen pursued, overtaken, brought back to Mu 

ver W the Sultan, who had imprisoned them. s ‘ 
SAL ity Tete cluersau tine node ot these details had been supplied to the 
Ficiich Embassy. He was himself under the impression that five dhows flying the 
French fag had been seized by the Sultan for an alleged breach of the quarantine 
gulations. ‘ et ae 
reat obxorved that 1. gould ft o ovidence-wliatever that: the men arrested we 
entidled to French protection. Tt seemed highly improbable that they: were in the 
nich cevvige, and entitled to claim the henefit of the Treaty. ‘The ship in w 
al arvivid at Bombay was the mnail-steamer, and they Nad fled ina local craft 
(to Ay the Brick Mag, Tt appeared therefore that, 
9 exit with, their claim to French protection had yet to be made good. | But hesiles 
dnGgeoeen Ca PaHGcu RG LM eaaee eRe ian ons ee ere French faghoides, 
contented that they eonld not in consequence elim a protection from arrest within 
he te oriat waters ol Mirseat y 
reer Gealtiy. ‘us inclived to think that if the right to dy the Krone) 
could hevstablished, that right contoxed upon the holder of the flag’the privilus 
P ivial fiefore the French Consul, ; 
STN Ut were prepared to dispute this position, and we should also retin 
to Kiiow whetler, supposing the privilexe to exist, it was limited to the owner ot the 
voisel, or whi thor it was held to extend to the whole of the persons who might happer 
to ho uw hoard his ship, Lf this view were to prevail, it would follow that any Ar 
who happened to have obtained a Rroneh fs might secure immunity for any wun 
ditions who happened to form part of his crow 
eee TER Ma avila, Sou nena ATKIN le Css, ake 
What could be dono in onder to pat an end to the i, unfortinately 
existed, A 
dee retro ual Mav os witli. {ety ni Hie. Mawr wie ispute; the wasonable 
folution Was thal the men should be allowed to remain in the Sultan’s custody, pendi 
Tuithor diswussions hotween the two Governments, ‘They: lind evidently. been wuilty 
of avollonees and [iid not supped for a monwat that the French Goyerament desired 
fo shield tliem finns punishnent, he only question seemed to he whether the 
Gulpiits should be locked wy hy the Sultan or by the French Consul, tt would 
Ho easy for the French Goverment to reserve its right to raise hereafter the questiun 
it ality of the Sultan's action ; 
<> ls: dolly etre] wit mi fink Ve va: reauon bls. volusiony andl told sabstba 
hho would at once write fo-M. Canbon and put him in possession of my statement ns 
to the frets and of the stuggestion which [had just in In the meantinie he 
hough as Ui that both Governments, should éndeavour to. elm the let ex 
ent which had apparently hoot ie result of tis incident 
ment whielt tad apparently Sa 
(Signed) LANSDOWN 





No, 21, 


Foreiyu Office to Admiralty. 

ioe) Foreign Office, May 13, 1903. 

| 2 HAVE laid before tiv Moxguoss of Lansdowne your Confidential letter 
Word, ineosing a eopy of a telegram from the Commande the 
Indies Station relative to the deisals made by i 
Muscat upon the Sultan of Musent for the release of certain natives elaiinivy Pr 
protection who have been imprisoned for breaches of the Quarantine 

Taw dirwied by Lord Lansdowne (o transmit to you, for the inforinat 

Lords Commissioners of the Aduiraly, a copy of a telegram which tl 
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State for India lias addressed to the Viceroy 
Curzon has been asked to repeat to the 
Station. 

Tam to request that instructions ma; 
Persian Gulf to support the Sultan of Mu 
Majesty's Government, but to endeavour to 
a crisis. 


of India on the subject,* and which Lord 
Commander-in-chief on the East Indies 


be sent to the Senior Naval Officer in the 
seat in giving effect to the advice of His 
ayoid any action calculated to precipitate 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 1. I, SANDERSON, 





No. 219, 
Foreign Offce to Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company, 


Sir, Z Foreign Ofice, Muy 15, 1903, 
LITAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist instant: the contents 


of which T have duly submitted to the Secctary of State for his consideration, 
J am now directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to express to you his Lordship's 


Tag, Pen some of the points raised by you in eonneetion with the Ahwag-lspahan 
Road. 


r i; is made of the Chiefs being 
in any way Til their only liability being for the 
erst of repairs, “such as the concessionnaires cannot execute themselven,” anil enrriod 
out under the superintendence of Messrs. Lynch's engineers, Tn tlils ease no repairs 
Were ‘executed under the chargo of Mr. ‘Taylor, and thers appears to be no ealil 

rounds for preferring sueh a claim against the Bakliiati Chiet, 

Lord Lansilowne has read with much surprise the 

for the construction of the bridges and road betwe 
point out to you that in the 

Lynch in March 1898, it i 
the works aforesaid for a sum not 
covert 


rther, 
and signed b 


pont, oMicially inform you that we undertake not to spend a d 
1.000 tomans, and if we spend without the consen 
Ali Kuli Khan, and the Sipaldar, we, 
wrease of the aboye sum, 


ar more than 
of your Excelleney and 
ourselves, will bé responsible for the 


* (Signed) A. B. Taytor,” 


Tt can harlly bo urged that the above letter was an unauthorized modifieation of 
eement arrived at between Messrs, Lynch and the Chiefs through 11is Majesty's 
arcay since it is in complete accord with the terms of the Contracts nor, in view of 
ite faith ca at the proceeding by Mr. ‘Taylor in his letter of the 4th June, 1808, 
Son it be fairly said that “ the letter was wrung out of him by the Chicts,” 
Vader the circumstances alluded to above, it is quite intelligible that the 
akhtiari Chiefs have so far refused to pay the instalmente and tater computed on 
vals of an initial expenditure of ,500/, for the road; and in Lonl Lansdowne 
vig uyeautd not be possible for His Majesty’s Government to assist in any way in 
pressing upon the Chiefs a claim estimated upon that basis. Nor would it be possible 
iu llis Majesty’s Government to press for interest at tho rate of 12, per cent, on the 
is conga uee such a rate is not in acconlance with the terms of the Contract, whore it 
their gular nt tat the Chiefs agree to pay Messrs, Lynch 6 per cent, per annum on 


* To Govermuent of Tuli (Telegraphic) 
(uctz] (Telegraphic) 
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Tord Lansdowne is anxious, however, that the Bakhtiari Chiefs should fulfil the 
obligations entered upon by them towards Messrs. Lynch, and I am to state that if 
his Lordship is furnished with a statement of the sums due to Messrs. Lynch in 
accordance with the views expressed above, and of which his Lordship can approve, 
His Majesty's Minister in Tehran will be instructed to bring them to the notice of the 
Chiefs, and to point out to them the ponalty that they will incur in the event of the 
non-fulfilment of their Contract, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T. I. SANDERSON. 





No. 220. 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 


Sir, Foreiyn Office, May 15, 1903. 

I AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to inform you that he commu: 
cated to the Secretary of State for India your letter of the 15th ultimo, stating the 

son Which the Imperial Bank of Persia will be prepared to establish a branch in 

istan, 

Your further letter of the 20th ultimo, furnishing explanations on certain points 
in regard to which information was desired by the India Office, was also communi- 
cated to that Department, 

Tam to transmit to you a copy of a letter which has now been received from the 
India Office,* stating that the Secretary of State for India is prepared to accept the 
terms proposed by you. 

Tam to request that you will be so good as to address to Lord Lansdowne 
lottor reciting the terms of the Arrangement agreed upon, and signifying their 
acceptance by the Imperial Bank. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) CLEMEN' Li, HILL. 





No, 221, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 16.) 


'PHTE Under-Sceretary of State for India pen his compliments to the Under- 


Scorctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 30th April, relative to the French 
flag incident at Muscat 


India Office, May 16, 1903. 


Inclosuire 1 in No, 221. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


Muscat, April 18, 1903. 
etters dated the 11th instant, I have the honour to 
mnts relating to the two incidents under report con 


2, ‘They are as follow 
Copies of five letters which have passed between the French Consul and His 
Highness or myself since last mail lett. 
) Copies of the statements of the five persons who absconded from quarantine, 

ii.) Copy of the statement of the Sultan's quarantine Superintendent. 

‘The statements of the three Suris claiming French protection throw a good deal of 
light upon the dubious methods by which the French flag is distributed among the 
Sultan's subjects, and I respectfully commend them to the attention of the Government, 


* No. 198, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 221. 


M. Dorville to Major Cox. 
Mascate, le 11. Avril, 1903, 

JAPPRENDS que par une mesure de police sanitaire vous aver fait emprisonner 
hier trois protégés Francais qui ayaient contrevenu au Réglement: les nommés 
Abdallah-ben-Khamis, Salem-ben-Abdallah, et Abdallah-bin-Moubarak, ‘Tout en 
reconnaissant leur culpabilité, je proteste néanmoins contre leur emprisonnement, qui 
est abusif en ce qu’ils ne ressortent pas de votre juridiction et que yous devez au 
préalable m’en informer; de plus, ces gens-Ih venant de pays contaminés leur envoi 
Ala quarantaine était tout indiqué. Je serai done obligé d’en référer mon Gonverne- 
ment. 

Veuillez, &o, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 221, 


Major Cox to M. Dorville, 
Museat, April 11, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of to-day's date, 

2, Five Suri subjects of His Highness the Sultan broke ont of quarantine the night 
before last, and I regret that Tam unable to admit your title to address me in such a 
tatier, whieh appears to me to bave interest for no one but His Highness and his Health 

cers 


Inclosure 4 in No. 221, 


M, Dorville to the Sultan of Muscat. 

(Translation,) 

(After the usual compliments.) Muscat, April 11, 1903. 
TLEARN that among the five Suris who have been lodged in the fort three are 

under French protection. { beg, therefore, that yon will be good enough to release 

these French protégés this very day, Their ‘names’ are Abdulla-bin-Khamis, Salim-bin- 

Abdulla, and Khamis-bin- Mubarak, and I shall be obliged to your Highness, May you 

be preserved, and salaam! 


Tnclosure 5 in No, 221. 


M. Dorville to the Sultan of Muscat, 
(Trauslation,) 
(After the nsual compliments.) Muscat, April 11, 19 
THAVE the honour to acknowledge your Highness’ letter, dated the 9th Muharram, 
and beg to inform you that I do not accept anything that you have said in it. his 
tight of protection has existed from of old, and your Royal ancostore agreed to this 
French protection, and honoured and respected the French flag. And now T call upon 
our Highness to pay up 1,600 dollars as compensation forthe detention by Abdulla 
in-Salim of the bugla before mentioned, that being the amount claimed by the owner, 
And with regard to the piereing of the flag with bullets, that matter is in the hands of 
my Goxernment. 
‘his is what bad to be explained, and salaam, 


Inclosure 6 in No, 221. 


‘The Sultan of Muscat to M, Dorville. 

(Translation.) 
(After compliments.) Muscat, April 12, 1903, 

YESTERDAY your Honour addressed me two official letters: one on the subject 
of the interference by Abdulla-bin-Salim with the dhow of Mubarak-bin-llamed. 
Kazaiki, and the other regarding the Suris who absconded from quarantine, 
_ In the first connection you demand of me the payment of 1,500 dollars as an 
indemnity for the delay said to have been caused to the dhow, and in the second case 
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Zou requife of me the release of three of the quarantine breakers, whom you claim tp 
“protect.” 

© the frat case Thad before replied to you that I failed to comprehend how the 
giving of your flag to certain subjects of mine, for purposes of security during the 
Urroynaecs {o foreign seas and ports, can. possibly be allowed to enter into questions ot 
© purely internal nature, such as was the incident which recently occurred at Sur, 

AS for the second matter, the facts are as follow. 

adult. men belonging to Sor most flagrantly and Iwlessly violated the whole 
of Me Quarantine Regulations which T had introduced in consultation with the Come 
of all Powers concerned, in the interests of public health and safety, and on the adviee 
Hany Health Oficer, who superintends the preventive arrangements on ty behalf, E 
Hee CaRty means in my power to effect the eapture of the offenders and to. bring. thine 
thelistice, | Yesterday, at the Health Officer's recommendation (after having. reso, 
then), T gave onters about noon for them to he taken back to the quarartine at ion 
{complete their time there, and after they have done so, itis my intention to punish 
them proportionately to theit offence, as a warning to others not to follow ther example, 
Anite You peremptorily demand theit relvase on the grounds that three of them 
tinder your protection, It is exceedingly diffienll for me to entertain either ot your 
dlemandy for iL is quite impossible for me to see how compliance mith eithey of Chen: can 
be reconciled with the preserration of my independene 

Your Honour must not imagine that it is any pleasure to me to oppose your 

Hat Ca ty, manner whatever, for the ense is quite the reverse, "The great 
veniment and your great Government have been bound by ties of cordial 
{Hiendship with me and my ancestors of old, and Iam innocent of any other wish then 
to preserve that same friendship with both ents to the end, ‘Then what. good 
purpose is served by allowing this ela introduction of your flag into my 
Cait ory (n practice which does me the utmost harm) to become time after time the 
saeee Rocactsmutess between myself and you and between your Governments; as I 
sve it docs # 

Fst il he known to your Honour in this connection that the great British Governe 
Mita arined me posiively some thirteen years ago that, having regard. to the law of 
tutions, the employment by any of my subjects of a forcign flag (for use during thei 
junneyings to foreign ynrts) envied no rights whatever as against me and within vey con 
territories, and that I had ‘every right to punish any subject of my onn for vil ating 
the laws of my administration, no matter w ntry’s ting he flew; and, moreover, 
hit A was without the slightest doubt, fully entitled 10 take any mesaure I chee tet 
tt, mptovenient of my admivistration aud the better control of my oun subjects ie 
gain tcurtories and sens. Hoth before and alter that expression of pinion, 1 hace 
eeastae eth verbally and in writing, and to the utmost of my powers suchas it te 
Pee coat eur contention that ‘rights under your dag extend to. my territory 
(nd Bs seas, The Euglish Goverment, moreover, which made a ‘Treaty. with your 
Government also has an interest aud a right to interfere in this #lag question 
Which assails my indopendenee to its very foundation, 

Now your Honour knows well that the great British and your great 
Government have Leen on terms of friendship from old time, and T, too, am an old 
{rien of both, and t know positively and specifically that the Ministers of your tvo 

via hear tt Howton and Paris have fora long time past been discussing this question 

+ is beating upon the ‘Treaty above mentioned, and 1 am willing to nee 
of eit discussions and theit’ joint decision, Meanwhil petty incidents which 
have heen occurring among us here of late eannot affect the final ‘adjustment of the 
mutter between then in Europe, what therefore is to be gained. by ony corresponding 
about then bere in Muscat? Can you not refer to your Government and lente ene 
{iucstions and the general question to them to deal with? Ifs0, 1 will address the Bene 
sugil to the same effect. ‘Then there will cease to be any danger of unplessunerns 
‘risiig among ws all here, and, moreover, the matter will he adjusted according to the 
rinciples of Fight and justice ‘and the laws of nations, In conclusion L request the 
dal be oR eg Narting & copy of this communication to your Government, whereby 1 
shall be obliged to you, 

‘This is what had to be written. “May you be preserved, and salam ! 


SS 
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Inclosure 7 in No, 221. 
Slotements of Persons who broke out of Quarantine on the night of April 9, 1908, 
(@aken at the request of the Sultan.) 


No, 1.—Musallim-bin-Sultan states under examination 


“Tam « native and resident of Sur, and belong to the Mukanna section of the tribe 
ef Jennebely | J eaime from Bombay as a deck passenger by last mail in company with 
Sacei-bin-Mubarak, who also was a deck passenger, and Abdullah-bin-Khamis, he son 
Salim and Khalfan * Wa. Bilal who came second class. On artival Tyas sent to the 
quarantine station at Haramal with other third.class passengers. ‘The night before, last 
shen the moon was well up, and my companion absconded to Bunder Jasch, over the 
road and there we found Abdallah-bin-Khamis waiting for us with a * badan ¢ (eountity 
re and he took us on beard. 1 do: nof possess a French and am a subject of 
the Sultan.” 
me, 
P. 7%. Cox, Major. 


Saced-bin-Mubarak-bin-Rashid states, under examination 


na native anid resident of Sur and belong to the Faris scetion of the donnobeh, 
to Bombay in the ‘Chindwara” mail-steamer, and returned ly. her. with 
Khamis-el-Rubeyeh, whose servant Tam, T was a deck” passonser 
Rhaltan-bin-Hamed «Wad Bilal” and Salin-bin-Abdulla. (Son of above Abdulla) also 
scconpanied Abdoita.bin-Khanis, and all three were sscond-elasy pnssengers, "They 
neve allowed to land at Muscat, subject (0 doctor's inspection, but I-nnd Musallimehire, 
Han were sent to the quarantine camp, We escaped, however, the night. before lnat 
tioped avay about 8 rat, and were not stopped by any guard, and. made our way 
over the nder Jisseh, arriving there tired about midnight, There we found 
Aldullal sand a “badan’ (country craft) lying waiting, With him were. hi 
sen, Kal Bilal, and Khamis-bin-Mubarak,* Razeiki, of the Aramah section,” 
Before me, 
(Signed) P. % Cox, Major. 


April V1, 1903, 


No.3. Khallon-bin-Hamed-bin-Mubaimad Wad, Bilan states, mider examina: 
tiow 


“iam # native and resident of Sur and belong to the Mukana seetion of the 
Jeuncbeh, 1 came from Bombay last mail, and (rayelled socond class in ordur to avont 
le quarantine station, Twas allowed on shore 4 the doctor, and was onlered 
Foport myself for medical inspection, I cannot say how I came to quit Muscat 
ithout Leave. “We left here in a ‘badan’ at dusk—the vessel belonged to n won 
siti, and we went as passengers, ‘There was very litte wind, 6o we went. to aleep, 
MM ieRt into Bander Jisseh to wait for a breeze, The tivo deck passengers, Saved att 
Husalhim, who came with us from Bombay, eame on board at Jiesch, bat, T wee asleep 
aud know nothing as to how they found their way there, 
‘tay htt 8 French subject, having flown the French flag for five or six years, lV got 
ic ctauibuti, where T ovn a hiouse, ‘There is no one belonging to me residing Tt 
eure of mand, and Thave an agent who lets it for me, I share the ownership of it 
aay cousin, Juma-bin-Saced "Wad, Bilal.” I go as nakoda in Jumachinkaceds 
Mugla, “Juma’s name is entered in the articles as owner, and my name as nakoda, [ 
Fa ler the belief that under those articles T and Juma and all the members of ou: 
families come under French protection wherever we may be, in Oman or Bombay or 


ig to the Freel Consul about the detention of Na ih 


Pio 
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Tibuti or anywhere else, ‘The bugla hands also come under French jurisdiction, at least 
the permanent employés do, not temporary ones, perhaps. 

“T cannot exactly explain what grounds T have for believing that we are all French 
protégés. My cousin, Juma, knows most about it, and he says so. I made a mistake 
in stating that T share the ownership of the house at Jibuti; it belongs really to my 
cousin, Juma, entirely, but we are a united family and look upon it as a family concern, 
Juma and T were both born and bred in Sur; neither of us, nor any of our family, have 
ever lived in Jibuti, As to the house, I hiave never lived in it, and cannot say that I 
haye seen it myself, Juma has not been to sea for four or five years.” 

Beforo me, 
(Signed) P. Z. Cox, Major. 


April 11, 1908. 


No.4. Salim-bin-Abdulla-bin-Khamis-el-Rubeyeh states, under examinatior 


“J ama native and resident of Sur, I reached Bombay about a month ago from 

Aden, and returned to Oman by last mail, with my father, Abdulla-bin-Khamis, and 

Tame second class, anid was allowed on shore under orders to 

ection, We hired a ‘badan’ belonging to Taivi to take us to 

permission from the doctor to go. We left evening before last, 

about sundown, Khamis-bin-Mubarak, Ruzeiki (whom we found here on our arrival), 

ther, and Khalfan Wa. Bilal formed the party. After leaving here we put into 

Jissch Marbour and lay up there, I went to sleep. While there we were joined by 

Sneed and Musallim from the quarantine camp, ‘They eame on board during the night, 
uit T vas nsleop and do not know when they came, I saw thom in the morning. 

“Tan a French subject pure and simple, T eannot explain how I became one, but 
just like the other French subjects in Sur, I haye no French papers. My father has, 
Tle possesses three dhows—the ‘Marscilles,’ the ‘Taos,’ and the ‘Saad-el-Karim. 
Huich dhow has its own articles, but the nakodas constantly ebange. AMT know about 
the articles are that they give French protection. My father, my family, and I have 
lived at Sur all our lives, and have never lived anywhere else, My father got 
antioles at Jibuti, Thave never been to Jibuti, and T-don't think my father has, bat he 
may hav 

Before mo, 
(Signed) P. Z. Cox, Major. 


Museat, April 11, 1908, 


No. 5. Abdulla-bin-Khamis-bin-Ali states, under exainination :— 


“T belong to the Mukanna section of the tribe of Jennebeh, and am a native and 
resident of the port of Sur, ag were my ancestors, I have never lived anywhere else, 

T journeyed to Bombay about to months ago by mail, and retumed by the mail- 
steaor Which arrived here on the Sth April. I took a second.class ticket, in order 
to avoid eing sent to the quarantine station, and was in due course allowed hy the 
Aovtor to eome on shore, and was told to report myself for medical inspection, 

“Leame in company with four other Suris, namely, (1) my son, (2) Khalfan Wa 
Bikol, (#) Masallim-bin-Sultan, (4) Saged-bin-Mubarak. ‘The last two were decl 

Tf Snced-hin-Mubarak said he was a servant or employé of mine, he lied, 
for | have no servant with me, We three second-class passengers left Museat in a hired 
“Dada? belonging to the port of 'Taiwi, this side of Sur, about dusk the night before 
last, ‘Khinmis-hin-Mubarak, Razeiki, also joined us, and there were also two askai 
the vessel on their way to Sur, 

“When we got outside the harbour, there was so little breeze that we put into 
Bunder disseh Harbour (about 7 miles away—P. Z. Cox) to wait for the wind, While 
we were there, in the early morning we were joined by the two deck passengers before 
mentioned—Sroed and Musallim; they had seen the light of our fbadan’ (class of 
vessel) and swam off to us, First one came and then the other. We started out f 
Dunder Jissch before day-break, and when we were near Ras Abu Daud (about 27 miles 
away—P, Z, Cox), the man-of-war's steam-boat bore down upon us. We did not make 
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+ the shore in order to evade her; we had just landed when she came up and were 
"ig to cook our food. None of us attempted to escape, and as soon as Ali Salman 
‘o.ns to come to him, we came, We five Suris were taken on to the stcam-boat 
bin-Mubarak and the two askaris were allowed to proceed. 
«Tam not a subject of the Sultan at all, I consider myself an out and out subject 
f the French Government, and possess two sets of papers given me by that Government, 
ot of articles for my three dhows, and the other a paper setting forth my 
French subject, Tt has been signed by the Commanders of all the men-of- 
vor (French) that have visited Sur. It was originally given me by M, Ottavi about 
eight years ago. He said to me, “You are a French subject, and here is your paper.’ 
+] got the three sets of articles for my three dhows at Jibuti, Th those articles 
my own name is entered as owner, and other persons’ names are entered as nakodas. 
“No, 1 dhow is named the ‘Marseilles,’ she having been christened. by M, Ottavi. 
son, Salim-bin-Abdulla, is her nakoda. She should be at Makullch-Shahr at this 
time, 
“No.2 dhow is called the *Taoos’ (peacock), and my son Mahammad’s name 
is entered as her nakoda, She is now due at Sur, 
“No.5 dhow is called the ‘Saad-el-Karim.’ Mer nakoda is Saced-bin-Saleh, of my 


© All the nakodas are also entitled to French protection, 

“T got my articles fourteen years ago at Jibuti, I bought a house there, and 
yamed Musa-bin-Saleh (grandfather's name not known) lives in it, He pays tne 
yearly, but at no fixed rate, He is a small shopkeeper, and sells cloth and dates, 
ever resided in Jibuti myself, T and my family and my ancestors have all been 

Vbrod in Sur. _T visited Jibuti two years ago.” 
Before me, 
(Signed) P, Z. Cox, Major. 


Nusent, April 11, 1908. 


Tnclosure 8 in No, 241. 


voit of the Quarantine Superintendent of His Highness the Sultan, regarding flight of 
five Suris from quarantine on the night of April 9, 1903. 


ALT SALMAN, Arab subject, states : 


“1 am in charge of the Sultan's quarantine arrangements, under the direction of 

Tighness’ Health Officer, 

“T have now acted in this capacity for three years past—frst under Captain 
Smith, then ander Captain Grauty asi now uniter Gayta’n Tethiridge. 

"Phe Detention Rules are briefly these : 

“Deck passengers are sent to the quarantine station direct from the mail-steamer 
unt remain there a week, ie, until the morning, or eve, of the arrival of the flloving 
innil-sternior. 


¢ station (but who otherwise u 
c journey), are allowed on shore, but ha 
pital for medical inspection for a week, O 
c bound for distant Oman ports by dhow, and the journey takes several 
‘ings, they have boen allowed, after three or four days in Muscat, subject to moilical 
», fo spend the remainder of their time at sea, 
By last mail there arrived five Suris, ‘They were all of one party and fud together, 
Hutto had Weck passages di Waroo|pOcbhillslann passages, -AUMiblo-GiisIC)Amin ag 
‘Uwe chief man of the party, He came to me on board, and in the presence of several 
ther passengers aaids "Tf you ean accept anything, and not send these twa men of our 
worty to quarantine, Tam ready to give it to you. 
“I said: (No L was not for anything of that sort.’ 
{Next moming, at 8 o'lock, all three came to hospital togetlior for inspection, Tt 
s there. 
“ After inspection Abdulla said to me: ‘We want to go away to-day! 
“Treplied: ‘No how can you possibly go—you have only just arrived. Wait a 
ys aud then see if the Saheb will let you go a day or two before the time.’ 
They replied: “Very well; we will do as you say.’ 
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“T did not know of their depatture without leave {ill next morning, when the 
quarontine sepoy came over from the quarantine station and reported that two Suris bad 
absconded during the night. Tat once went to the bazaar and made inquiries, and found 
that the thres lass passengers had gone, too (in a Taiwi ‘badan’), and it was 


plain to me hey had all gone together ‘ 
“ Itis quite evident that the whol Was planned previously, beeause the two 
men who went to quarantine took not) hem but what they stood up in. They 
left all their kit with Abdulla, obviously so that they might have no impediments when 
breaking out of quarantine, 
“Treported the matter to His Highness, and le told me to report to the doctor 
and say Usat this sort of thing could not he and desired him to\eonsult with 3 
Cox as to what ought to be donc, As the doctor was sick with fever when I went to his 
quarters, E vas taken on (o Major Co: ? 
‘Tn the result the “Perseus” steam-cutter was sent after the truants, and Tis 
Highness sent me in hier to represent him and to identify the person 
one adon or route, but found it was not the one, When m 
spied 1 Tadan’ ecoming our way from the direction of: 
asked if they had met the Taivi ‘Badan’ They sai 
along close to the shore.” - 
“They gave us the direction and we followeil it, In the course of time 
the sails of the ®badun ' in the distan F hed, the 
their sails and Tsaw them disembark 
The Licntenant in charg 


&e,, Int they could 
of Ue "badan were left by then in the boat, Wik Hed them they 
ups what do you want 2" 1 called out the name of euch and said’ 
(or them, snd Uiey' came without further trouble, seeing thit We wore primed 
ne Vest is known to your Honour 

Boiore me, 
(Signed) BP. Z. Cox, Major 


April 133, 1908. 





Initia Office to Pareign Office (Received May 16.) 


WHE, Under Af State for Initia presents his compliments to tho Unde 
Seorolary of St Afairs and, by direction of Lord George Hamilto: 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary af Si 
from the Resident) Aden, relat the detention of Tis 
connoction with the Aden delimitati 

opy has heen sent to the alty. 
India Office, May 16, 190% 
Tnelosttre in No. 
Resiilent, den, to Government of Indiv 


Aden, May V6, 
Majesty's ships “Termion 
from here to Malta. ‘Th 
re to he replaced bj 
of obstructive att 


(Repeated to Secretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 
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No, 223, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received May 16.) 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, May 16, 1908. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram of 
this date from the Commander-in-chief East Indies. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR 


ee 
Inclosure in No, 223, 
Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty, 


(Telegraphic.) & Trincomalee, May 16, 1903. 
FOLLOWING telegram received from Senior Naval Officer, Muscat, 15th 


Nesterday evening Sultan returned Commodore's visit, and was detained 

three hours, | Commodore at first besought Sultan, out of regard for old. friendship, 

to release the prisoners, Sultan refused, Commodore ‘then threatened hin, 

id gave him till 2 o'clock to-day to reconsider, Sultan replied final answer 

en. French Consul then threatoned to haul down his flag and go on board 

After begging and threatening for two hours they lot him go, Sultan's 

suite present throughout.” Now that Sultan has been assured of support of British 
Government he is steady.” 





No, 224, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 16.) 
(isk grivhio) 
lographic.) P, 
TUSST aN quarantine conton in Khorasan, 
Your Lordship's telogram No, 48 of the 1ith May. 
Tam informed by the Ministes for Foreign Aare that my last communication to 
him on the subject was sent by him to the Russian Legation in an official note, in 
which he intimated the desire of the Persian Government for the removal of the 
cordon, Tam also informed by the Grand Vizier that he spoke to the Russian 
Minister in the same sense. 
‘The text of the Russian note should reach your Lordship in a fortnight, as I am. 
sending it by post to-day, 


Tehran, May 16, 1908, 





No, 225. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 54, 

Gistoge ties) Pp Foreign Office, May 16, 1903. 
FOLLOWING is substance of report from Consul-General at Bushire, has been 

telegraphed by Viceroy of India : 


“On the Srd March, a Turkish officer named Arabi Effendi arrived by mail 
steamer at Bahrein, He stated that he had been appointed Mudir of Zobara, and that 
the Turkish Government proposes the establishment of a series of guard-houses from 
Zobara to Ojeir. He left Bahrein on the 5th March for El Hassa, to receive orders 
from the Governor before taking up his appointment, He further stated that another 
‘Turkish officer, Abdul Karim by name, had been nominated Mudir of Odeld, 
Abdul Karim’s family arrived by the same mail steamer, and await him at Bahrein, 
Where he is expected shortly, It is suggested by the Consul-General that he should 
send Tis Majesty's ship ‘Sphinx’ to visit Odeid and Zobara, The effect of such a 
{16i7] 22 
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visit might be useful, and the Commander would be able to get information in case, 
Jater on, it might be necessary for us to take action. 
‘he following is the reply which the Viceroy proposes to send : 


“Proposed dispatch of * Sphinx’ to visit Od approval 
‘turkish oflgah abould not bo ponmiiten ts land taing settlement of question in 
liurope, In case of necessity Lis Majesty’s ship ‘ Perseus,’ from Muscat, cat 
covoperate. Resident in Persian Gulf and Admiral have been informed. You should 
keep them acquainted with course of events 

I should wish to have your observations before I approve. 











and Zobara has my approval. 


























No, 226, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir I, Monson, 





Foreign Office, May 16, 1903, 
if i Prime Minister's ception. 
he Fronch Minister last night at the Prime Minister's recep 
Alay took msc on alte aud Caicve tank Nona ania cated tlie Bench 
Ambassador the substance of our conversation on that day, aud that lnstretions dad 
hoon sent by telogtaph from Paris to the Prench authorities at Moat to the eect 
that, pending the result of the discuss ms ow proceeding between tho, ae 
ish Governments, they were to ho careful to avoid any action which might hi 
th of Deane iis M, Geolfny auded that the Freneh Government 
romained of opinion that Major Cox had been interfering in matters which did not 
concern him, - 
T observed that we, on our side, wer 
cntirely justified in his action, 





























no less convinced that the Sultan lad been 


Tam, Xe, 7 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 227. 





Sir a. Hurdinge to. the Marquess of Linsdowne—(Received May 18.) 

ie Seat) Tehran, April &, 190 
|, TRAE: the Nonoue to: iuclove: Neteirith, with reference to my despatch No. 
Commercial, of the 16th February, the exact copies of the Tarilfy annexed to the Anis 
Persian Conimorcial Declaration of the Mth February, whieh M Naus, in his lettes of the 
ith February, undertook to supply to ime in plate of the altered and corrected ones 
originally sent by: me to your Lordshi 




















Thave, &e, An 
(Sigued) ARTHUR HH. IARDINGE. 





No. 238, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquees of Lunsiowne-—(Received May \8,) 


se a Tehran, April 27, 1908. 
o ANMAM OT bal siha Haugan Golatesiyy aot Lordship's despatches Nos. 13 of the 
28th ulin, and 14 of the 3rd instant ou the subject of the new Rersian Tarif , 
With migard to Messrs Cutler, Pale, sil Co.'s complaint, it 1 think out ol he 
question free to attempt to oti the refund for which hey ake The anu ion 
Which pervades their letter, as well us that of Messrs. Coddington and Lamb, that the 
Maria Gree fs ely a withoat reason sprung ope, hea ew ai all 
increased duties, is hundly well founded. It is two. years ago. since the Grand Var 
apenel ngtitons ith a sow to Tarif revision wih special Representative of the 
Mutsy Goverment, whose areal hue the object af whose min, were x mall 
of public nctoriety, ‘The outlines of his proposals were sent home by me, on tie authority 
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June oF July 1900, and the actual text of the Tariff in March 1901, and so 
val eliatucter known in commercial circles in England that it wee 
between your Lordship and a deputation from Manchester, whose 
ents, toxether with your own replies, were given immediately afterwards 
Gia hullic press. | It was, moreover, known by all the merchants, here ston after tre 
Saas clic {tom Barope that the new Tariff hid been accepted in principle by Turkey, 
and would be brought into force in the spring, and that one of its chief features woutd 
spirits; and although, as a matter of fact, it 


eased duty on tea, wines, and 
erative a month earlier than was generally expected, it cannot be eontended that 
hat the local agents of 


very serious difference, It is to be regretted  t 
- Cutler and Palnicr and Messrs. Coddington, who must have been aware fer many 
are st that these important changes were imminent, did not advise those yenthones 
of them, and thus enable them to import all the stocks required before the new duties ween 
athe neta Asi isi is extremely dificult to obtoin any modification of them now, 
= the assent not only of the Persian but also of the Russian Government te necessary, 
Tutti e that: By the Russo-Persinn Declaration, the new dluties most he apstied 
jiiultancousty in sil the ports and at all the frontiers of Persia, and cannot, moreover cute 
Hing. at Contract of 1000, he reduced by Persia without a special agreement with Heres 
‘Tins, even if the Persian Government were willing to sacrifice any. of its Customs receipts 
to oblige us it must get the Russian Government also to agree to. a diminution of aoe 
iferibts wich are the security for the payments of its loans. {his for this teacon thay 
the petitions of the Persian trader to which Messrs. Cutler and. Pa 
three months? respite in order to enable thoin to cle 
tho Persian Government bein: 
them, howe 
of the Pers 
























































pacts having once 
‘That Rassn’s object, 
but it, “to cripple it: not 
” (and, for that inatter, all other articles 






si), 
Turning ne 





essts. Coddington and Lamb, T have the honour 
M. Naus whether there is any foundation fu 
ier information than others as to the 
Tariff. His Excellency, as 1 expected, denied it, as far as 
the Persian Government, for which he is alone competent to speak, was coneg j and 
¥ be said that he was bound to do so whatever the true fucts of thy es 
{iumonesense would, I think, sugcest that he was speaking the truth, since the eflect ot 
such an intimation as ed to have been given would have been injurious to the 
Persian Ti y. Ruse chants would have imported under the old rxine large 
jlocks cof the articles, such us tea, which sire destined ta. pay a higher duty, and would 
lave held back their sugar their petroleum, and. so forth, tll they cout clan the new 
ower duty on them. It is, of course, possible, that the Russian Ministry of nance, 
in its zeal to push Russian commerce, may have’ privately conveyed some sue, nny to 
jnhortant. Russian houses dealing with Persia ; but this is a matter as to which ft wound 
he linpossible to obtain proof, and of which proof, even if it were obtained, could not fairly 
be pleaded against the Persian Government, ‘That some. corrupt Persian, or Russian 
splicials may have taken advantage of their knowledge of the sate at which ie new 
Testy was to coine into force in order to sell the information to merchana anil to give 
Inge orders on their own uccounte is, I think, extremely likely. A. well knowe Persian. 
{iplomatic Representative is alleged, for example, to have imported large cargovs of goods 
1 Subject to increased duties just hefore the new Tarif was enforeed, ami to be setiee 
jhem through his agents here at prices very slightly lower than those which they would 
ans fetched if imported wder the present régime, But of any olial, avowed op legally, 


Gemonstrable aetion of the kind suggested in Messrs. Coddington and Lamb's letter, there 
snot, I believe, the slightest evider 


As regards the samples of tea 
the 28th ultimo, 1 showed t 






















































uelosed with Messrs. Coddington and Lamb's letter of 
1 this afternoon to M, Naus and pointed out the 
{ssing sample No, 2.a8 white or China (ea, His Hxeslleney, after inspecting it uetl ako 
1" Qhuained a mixture of white and black tea, and corresponded with a sample which Ina 
Loa font him from Bushire and as to which’ the importers eoutended that the black ten 

“greatly predominated over the white, It was a rule of the Customs in all countries 
Wat when two different articles were mingled so as to constitute one, the duty was 
‘Meulated on the more valuable component part, on the grow that. the ‘Treasury, 
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, the public, rather than an individual private importer, should be entitled to the 
Denefit of the doubt. ae 

T observed that this might bea good general rule, but that the “ observations” attached 
to the Anglo-Persian and Russo-Persian Declarations provided for a special treatment, to 
be agreed upon between the Persian Goverment and the British and Russian, Legations 
respectively, in the case of “ marchandises non dénommées,” and that 1 consid red that 
that designation might well apply to a class of teas, which are neither “white” nor 
‘jlack” but-a mixture of the two with a decided preponderance of the latter. He 
admitted this, and said he would agree to regard these " mixed teas” as a  marchandise 
tion dénommdée” for the purposes of the ‘Tarif, but that the exact duties to be imposed on 
them would have to form the subject, under our respective “Declarations,” of special 
arrangements with both the British and Russian Legations. He would write to me 
oflicially on the subject, and in the meantime would direct the Bushire Customs as a 
provisional measure to place « special duty, after dise n with the agents of the firm, 
teas impor fessrs, Coddington, and lie promised me to instruct them to calculate 
it in as fair and liberal a spirit as possible. T hope that a compromise may thus be arrived 
‘at which will mitigate the grievance complained of. i 

T have the honour to return herewith the two samples which secompanied your 
Lordship's despatch No. 1. 

His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople informs me that Mr. We: 
mercial Attaché there, has been authorized to cometo'Tehran, I have told his Excellency, 
inasmuch as he can probably be here only for a limited time, that he had better defer ti 
‘arrival « little longer, as the  Réglement Dousnier,” which has aeeording to our two Declara- 
tions to be negotiated first with Russie nud then with us, is still uuconciuded with the 
former Power, owing tothe constant anendinents drafts 
‘and lis {nsistence on 
not, T think, take fi 
of thems but the new system will uot be in work ettled, and in 

canwhile few questions calling for the help of a are likely to arise 
hough dhey will be iumerous enough ouce traders, both Persian and foreign, fully 
that the new Tariff’ is not likely to be modified, and that they must, for good or 
evil, iimport their merchandize under it, 







































































T have, &e, : 
(Signed) ARTHUR HM, HARDING 








No. 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received May 18.) 





My Lord, April 
YMIL BARKER, the Director of the Persian section. Indo-Kuropean ‘Telegraph 
nent, having consulted me unofiicially as to the question of reducing the staff of 

graph 0 Letween Tehran and Bushire, which has a political as well asa 
jcpartmental character, I thought it advisable before replying to him to ask the 
on of His Majesty's Consul-General at Isfahan, whose long connection with the 
apli Department’ and experience of the influence exerted by it in Southorn aud 
Central Persia gives his views on a matter of this nature special wei 
T have now the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a de: 



























patch which I have 
ted it would be, 
‘At a moment 






i ollicials, and of the 

‘in his despatch, we are, unfortunately, now allowin 

ould your Lordship deem these viens desorvin, 

to sugyest that they should be subiitted to 1 sty's Secretary of 









puld venture 
tate for Iudis. 
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before any further reduction is sanctioned, and that the opportunity should be taken of 
reconsidering the p Yiey which Mr. Ffinch is described by Mr. Preece as having 
initiated, of sacrifich.g all other interests, including political considerations, to the 
paramount one of economy. 
Thave shown this despatch confidentially to Mr. Barker. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGH. 


Tnelosure in No, 229. 
Mr. Preece to Sir A, Hardinge. 


Sir, Isfahan, April 14, 1903. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despacch No. 2 of the 
3rd instant, forvarding « letter from Mr, Barker, the Director of the Persian Section, 
Indo-European Telegraph Department, relative to the question of reducing the staif of 
the telegraph officials between Tehran and Bushire, which he says cannot be defended 
departmentally, 

Tt seems to me that this is a question that can only properly be answered by the 
Government of India, Is it their wish that the Indo-European Telegraph Department 
should be run on purely commercial lines, or should it be administered as a certain 
political force, as was originally intended ? 

Tt must be obvious that each Englishman taken out of the country helps to diminish 
our political prestige, Itis noted by the Persians, who think we aré losing interest in 
the country, and, consequently, slacken in their friendship for us, Any reduction in the 
south is, to my idea, to be deprecated now when Russia is becoming so much more 
active,—it savours so much of retreat. 

Mr. Ffinch, upon whose heels Mr. Kirke seems inclived to closely. tread, was 
obsessed with the idea of effecting economy in the Persian seetion and carried it out to 
the utmost, so that to-day what with swamping the Department with low-class Armenian 
clerks, underpaying the men who are brought out from home, restricting the jonmeys 
of inspection by superior officers and inspectors. (no superior officer to my knowledge 
has been over the line for five years, and inspectors’ journeys have been eut down from 
six per anuum to two), thus no longer keeping alive the influence and knowledge of the 
English service throughout Persia from ‘Tehran to Bushire, 

‘That influence is reduced to the lowest level. In the last ten years nothing has 
helped to reduce our prestige in Southern Persia more than this, 

‘As pertinent to this, it is only the other day when returning to Isfahan 1 was 
travelling with the Kawam-ul-Mulk, who asked me whether the new Central Persian line 
was meant to do away with the line to Bushire, He deprecated the way that the old 
line was now administered compared with old days. He thought it was a pity that we 
should lose our hold on the country in this way. 

Lbave the honour to draw your attention to a Memorandum which T drew up in 
1897-98 at the request of Sir M. Durand on this subject 

1n reply to the question which you hae done me the honour to put in your despat 
quoted above, I have no hesitation in saying that 1 am most distinetly of opinion that 
to further reduce the staff of the Persian section is positively detrimental to our political 
interests in the country, 





Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "J. R, PREECE, 





No. 280, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Receined May 18.) 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR I. HARDINGE. 


1617) 3A 














Sir A. Hardinge t0 the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Receiveil May 18.) 


Tehran, April 25, 1908, 
to your Lordship's despatch 2 
the collection of customs duties on the 


T HAVE the honour to report, in rep! 
28th February respecting the arrangements 
Karun, that I have again drawn the attention of M. Naus to the arguments adduced in 
izris Steam Navigation Company of the 25rd Rebruary 
uinent of @ eustom-house at Shuster as well as at Ahi 
weeks azo (as I had the honour to report in my 
‘ebruary) to my proposal that a custom-house should 
has now consented to its permanent 





the letter of the Buphrates anil 
in favour of the re-ent 
His Excellency nyrecd son 
telegram No. 10 of the 14th 
be provisionally reopened at Shuster, and he 
re-establishment. 
‘Dhe effect of this decision is to restore the old custom-houses, both at Ahwaz and at 
orders abolishing them of which the Company complained 








Shuster, and to rescind the 






T trust that this result of the representations which 


Thave made with this object, in 
obedience to your Lovdship's orders, 


will prove satisfactory to Messrs, Lynch. 





ARTHUR H. IARDINGE, 








Sir A. Havidinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received May 18.) 








uur to report, with reference tomy tel 


y 0.57 of the Bist 
normed M, Naus 


although the Banque 

hie should strongly 
‘and threatened that if this were 
ands on, put both 





fant, that M, Grubo a week go 
ot ask at the present juncture fo 
given to the Lunperial Bank of Persia 
Jone he would, by Duyiig 
the Bank and the Persian Go 
further weakened 














all the notes hie could lay 
nent to the most serious inconvenience. 
il demoralized the money market (rates in 
xl hy rumours of tie advance), by selling, both here and at 
(55-3 mouths’ dite), 

ouched by ME. Naus for iny 




















ig the Government exchang 
wanted funtls to open new branches in 
i in viow of thy fact that 











i, in argument which seei 
the Russian Bank has for some ine past been, aecumulat 
ws asked of it rcarly four month 
Manager of the hiperial Bunk of Por 

or he can to cover a 





in the meantime 
possible run on his wote issue, and has 

sotiations with M. Naws 
's orders to support 





rapidly is pssiboe all thie 
Aletonved, until he is strong cnough to vlety M. G 
1 hie informed hin 
the Bunk, fui which he expressed his giititude, adding, 

us anid believed that with patience atl p 














Hun Mint Conitrac 








the dangdt as yraver oy pv 
got lis Mint Contiact in youd time. 
‘There seoms to be ud doubt, thovgh M. Grube has implied to me that M. de V 
‘ous tired of making loans to Persia swithout adequate return, at 
thor hands so full eseyyliere, anid that out advines was a matter 
that both he and M. Vinssoi are at bottou a xood deal 
assoif was from the first in fa 

Ly tu order to help the 
rd to regard Lin Highness? fall with comparative 
oubted whether a fresh Russian advance would reall 
nlageous to Russia wid to the Banque d*Bse 

M. de Bark, the President of the Bank, w 

as misled by the Grand 
ich he indicated to his Highness the probable: cow 








jornent wien Ru 
isequence to him 5 
inoyed at its having beca made. 
ur of discounting the Caspian 

» whilst M. Grube, who 


















recommended that politieat 





is lution view was shared. by 
eportuid last Febru 
AU an luterview at wl 








litivns of a fresh 





as3 


Rossian loan, into supp 

about accepting them, 
The upshot of these differences of opinion between the Legation and the Bank 

was that the Russi 

without i 














as the arrangement 
which M, Grube had always 
had in the meanwhile been concluded, 
‘nus, that on the 21st instant, M. Grube and 
anager, paid a visit, first to his Jxcelleney’ and afterwards 
nated that M. de Witte was prepared to make a large loan on 
ian Government, presumably with the object of extinguishing its 
English Bauk, ‘The Atabeg-i-Azam replied, however, that he was not at 
rous of contracting any further loans. 
T have, &, 
(Signed) ARTHUR HW, HARDINGE, 








the Grand Vi 
y terms to the Pe 
debt to the 
present d 























No, 233, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Linsdowne—(Received May 18.) 
(No. 62) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 27, 1908. 
M. NAUS stated to mo this afternoon that he had received a report from M. d'Hoet. 
to the effect that the heavy rains of last winter had so affected the c of the 
so-called Mirjawar and Talab Rivers as to obliterate their former point of junction, and 
to render the task of demareating, by references to them, the “{oldich frontier” in the 
neighbourhood of Mixjawar much more difficult than had previously been the ease, 
{ am telegraphing the above information, which may be usefitl, 10 Colonel 
MacMahon, through His Majesty's Consul in Seistan, 
Thave, 4 
ignedl) 




















(Si RMU I, TARDINGE, 





No, 234, 


Sir As Hardinge to (he Marquess of Lansidoune.—(Received May 18.) 

(No. 63, 

Lord, 

T HAVE the honour to report, with 
stant, that T asked the Grand Vi 





vhran, April 27, 1908, 
my telegram No, 59 of the 
ier this evening whether he was yet in a. 
josition to give me a reply to the note which I bad addressed to him on the 23¢d ultimo. 
Fespeeting the Russian quarantine in Khorasan, 

Mis Highness said that he had not lost sight of this question, and was in communt 
ation with respect to it with my Russian colleague, Ho hai informed M. Viassolt of 
He substanes of my note, and hed suggested that, as it would be very difficult for 












Persian Government to find funds both for the Russian cordon in Klorassan and for 
‘© corresponding one which we had demanded in Seistan, it would be better if the 
sian Government could see its way to withdraw the former. he Russian Minister 
ait promised to telegraph on the subject to St. Petersburgh. 
{observed that T felt sire that your Lordship, did not wish to place his Mi 
| eanbarrassing position towards Russia, and that we had, as he knew, hee 
* this question but that the report that the Russians were contempla 
Permanent barracks at Knrez made it impossible for me to regard with indifference 
‘ep whieh might tend to perpetuate an abnormal, ani, from our point of view, most 
Njectionable state of affairs, He replied that he liad: mnie inquiries as to this last 
t, anil believed that the report sas founded, Such w ste is T suspected would 
inire the sanction of the Persian Government, and this, he intimated (without sayings 
in so many words), would not be given, 


si 


























Thave, &e. 
) ARTHUR 1. HARDI 
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Meanwhile, the inereased price of all the necessities of life, which the traders have 
sed ‘on the pretext of the uew Tariff, and the excessive dearness of bread and meat, 
owing (1) to the arbitrary taxes levied on bakeries and slaughter-houses by the Ain-ed: 
Dowleb, Governor-General of Tehran, for the purpose of filling his own pockets; and (2) 
to the wheat rings in which he and other great officials are interested, have caused deep 
discontent among the masses of the people, and on the 25th instant there was a bread 
riot in Tehran, in which a baker was nearly killed by the populace, A more serious 
outbreat has occurred at Meshed, where the rabble have acted the house of the Begler- 
begsi, an unpopolar local official; and Colonel Whyte anticipates that if the disorders 
continue, the Russians may send troops to protect their subjects. T have urged the 
Grand Vizier to telegraph energetic orders for their suppression, and to insist that the 
large liolders of grain, many of thein priests belonging to the Shrine, who are storing it in 
view of the Shah’s expected visit, and are engineering an agitation against the rates fixed 
for its sale by the Governor-General, should be ol liged to sell it at a reasonable price. 
His Highness has promised to do his best with this object, and if the riots continue, to 
call the Scoops out to put then down. ‘ 
Major Sykes also reports slight disturbances at Kerman, which have, however, for 
the time being, been quelled. i b 





fo, 235, 








Sir A, Hardinge fo the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received May 18.) 


(No. 64. Confidential.) . 
My Lord, Tehran, April 27, 1908. 
THOUGH the Atabeg-i-Azam still retains his office as Grand Vizier, itis universally 
believed here that his position has since the beginning of the present month been more 
precarious than at any previous time singe his return from Kum, This is due in part to the 
fact that the whole of the Shah's entourage is now bent on bringing about his overthrow, and 
ig supported by two powerful harem intluences, that of Hazre , the sister of the 
Ferman Fernia and the Shah's favourite wife, and that of His Majesty ughter, 
who is married toa son of the Inte Grand Vizier ; and in part, T believe, to the Atabex’s 
having betrayed too plainly his opposition, on financial grounds, to the proposed Royal 
journcy to Khorasan, ‘There is also. somewhat absurd story that when the Shah 
ntiy ordered a pension of 38,0001, F, besides a large lump sum down, to be paid to 
favourite astrologer, Decause His Majesty had dreamt that he had saved him from 
s, the Jing at the time with the usual loan difficulties, lost 
sumis to pay for the Shah’s tours and toys, 
Dut must protest against paying for his d Whatever thie immediate cause of the Roya 
estrangement, it is certain that the Grind Vizier himself is extremely uneasy about hi 
prospects, ani there is season to believe that he only keeps his position partly owing to 




























Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


_ PSI have to-day verified a report which I hesitated to mention to your Lordship 
Ail T was certain of its truth, viz., that the Shah was recently persuaded by the Anderoon 




































the Shal?s apathetic dislike to taking a step which will occasion hima good deal of trouble, pet rey Ray ate aD * r 
" is ; ub i position (‘Te parti des femmes,” as M. Nauis calls it) to tele 
| Se SGT GT Ree E a at ee ae aate Aninved-Dovleh to come to Tehran, but tat His Majesty. canetlel iecaeee es a 

ff an alternative Ministry. ‘The Opposition is, indeed, agreo ecision that th aa pe flat 
| Grand Vizievate should be put inta Commission, and its power vested in a Council of ater under the influence of the Ain-ed-Dowleh, ee 
| Ministers, but the majority, ted hy the Hakineal-Mulk, are for making the Amin-ed- HH, | 
Dowlel, the exile pru-Britiah Granil Vizier, President of this new Council, whilst a 
| Ininiority, among son the Vieir AfKlaw is deseribed to me as the most netive, favours 










have of Inte been drawing or No. 236, 
their opposition ix personal rather 
Hhority, that the Amin-ed-Dowleh’s 
are insineer 
one of the most active leaders of the 
¢ about the downfall of the Atabes by 


the coilidature of the Ain-ed-Dowle 
affecting to draw nearer fo the 

than jolitfent, but Tan assured, on fairly’ rood 

professions of willingness to, work with the 

T have hind se tures made to me 


Opposition, wh 
| means of the Court and cle 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansilowne-—(Recelvedt May 18.) 





(No. 65.) 


My Lord, Tehran, April 28, 190 
F » April 28, 1903, 
HAVE the honour to inelose Nerowith the usual monthly summary of vente’ in 














Per 








T should add to it that th 


hows from Meshed continues somewhat serious, the loca 
troops, who are still unpaid, hi rc { 


ing refused, in spite of orders from Tehran, i 
the mob. ‘The Grand Vizier is te ! Ghee anearcans 





now and after they took office, financially, and who gave me the following message 
Iiness tlie Arnineod-Howleh 








from his 1 

















1 deplore the fall ¢ ‘ountry into the elutebes of Russia, and cans derstand : i porizing with the latter until he ean get from Kuchan, 

How itis that yoo ae a0 ‘Ave you not avave of the actual facts, on, being avate of Seren and other outlying parts of Khorussan, a suftiient, force of cavalry to restore 

( them, is the British ment content to see Persia turned into a Russian dependency Thteris kilts Ne letermined to do at any cost, so ns to afford no pretext for Russian 
Tike Boh Tam neither « partisan of England nor ain I the servant of Russia, but rence. | He has informed M. Viassoff that he will be personally responsible for the 





safety of all Russion subjects in Meshed, but the latter are not likely to be in any dany 
as the clergy, who are leading the rioters, have given out that Russin sympathies sith 
d the Russian Bank has bought and distributed bread among them, thus giving 
some colour to this assertion, rae 
is anticipated that the news from Meshed may prove the signal i 
here. Yesterday, ‘while the Bhah was driving, a crowd contalsing some: S00" mone 
surrounded bis carriage, and demanded, with loud cries, redress against the oppression of 
the Ain-ed-Dowleh, “His Majesty's attendants dispersed them, but not till he had 
promised that an inquiry would be held into thelr grievances, 
T have, &e 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


——$<—<——__——__ 










am proud to bew patriot. TE Lam not personally known to your Excellency, Sir Mortimer 
Durand knew me and the British Government ought to krow me 

T roplied that Toul not, as a F wicercdited to the Shah, assist 
movemcit for everthrowing his present Prime M ‘and that in the interests of my 
Governyient Thad to cultivate good yelations wit beg, and was precluded whilst 
doing this trom working sceretly with his enemies. ‘The Amineed-Dowlch must_ not, 
However, suppose that Great Britain was indifferent to the dangers which threatened 
Peisig, tt we could only help her if she herself asked for our assistance. In the latter 
ease | would support either the present or any new Ministers to whom the Shah might 
give his confidence with all my miight in prosceuting the common and identic interests of 
the two countries, aud T added that { believed that your Lordship would be ready, under 
certain conditions and within certain limits, to afford financial help to the Persian 
Government, 

Although it is probable that the Amin-ed-Dowteh, if he returned to office, would 
pursue as friendly a policy towards our interests as he possibly could, his task would be 
one of great difficulty, whilst « Ministry of courtiers with the Ain-ed-Dowleh at its head, 
bent mainly on the plunder of the revenues, might Jad the country in a very few months™ 
time in a serious crisis, M, Naus anticipates, and T can sce that this is also M, Viassolf's 
fear, that the seizure of office by the Court party would be followed. by failure to pay the 
Interest on the Russian debt, did by misgovernment, which would jroluce widespread 
anarchy, and I think, without, p ss quite as far as they do, that these gloomy 
forbodings are not entirely withe 

















































































Tnclosure in No. 236, 








Monthly Sunmary of Events in Persia not reported in separate despatches. 


















Tehran, 





















THERE is great scarcity of bread at present, and prices are very bigh, } 
The Shah has, however, ordered that steps be taken to force those who are storing 
Wheat to sell it at ones to the bakers at a fixeil rate of LI toniaus per kharvar, 
(1617) 
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Ispakan. 


M. Petios ent of a Russian firm who import cotton goods by way of the 
Persian Gulf, left a few weeks ago on an inspection tour to Yezd, Kerman, and Bunder 
‘Abbas, and thence to Russia. ee 

M. von Roosebroack, Irispector-General of Persian Posts, has left for Yezd, Kerman, 
‘iid Buiter Abbas, to reorganize the postal arrangements in those districts.{ 











Shiraz, 





‘The town is reported to he quieter, owing to the action of the in punishing 


4 number of robbers, but the province remains in a very disturbed 





Mohammerah, 






ved from the Sirdar Corta’s cap that the Beat ‘Truf have 
ed. 

overnor of Arabistan that he is 
3,000 horses to restore order in 


News has boon ( 
prictically subinitted, aud that the revenue is being colle 

‘Tw Prince-Goyernor has informed the Lieutenant. 
« Burujird with ten regiments of infantry. and 








env 
Arabis 






‘erajulla cud stall Toft on the Sth Mareh to establish « custom-house at 

Shuster, ‘ 
Me floods en the Kut H 

hoon damaged, It is hoped that the remainder of the crop will be unusual 





Jnive subsided, and only: @ portion of the wheat erop has 
ail 








Bushire, 





‘Mhe Russian aud French cruisers “ Bayarin ” and * Infernet” arrived on the 28th 
Felnuiny, anid official visits wert exohw etween the Governor and the Commanders, 

‘They revched Lingah on the 10th March, and left for Bunder Abbas on the following 
day, 








Sristan. 





Major Bonn) complains of the 
who, ot every occasion he has ero r 
Arbitration Comission, have insisted on examining his baggage. * 

He his also had great difficulty in procuring supplies for his eamp, as the Hadkhudas 
of the villages are still afraid to sell them to hi : 

M. Maurice hus informed him hie was acting under distinct orders from 
an in confiscating twenty: camels and supplies belonging to the Commission. 
he Nis! Mull, in a private conversation with Major Benn, inveighed very 
Ditterly against the Russian Consul and the Yemen-iNazam, who, he said, were both 
working for his removal and the destruction of British influence in Seistnn, He weleomed 
the arrival of the Commission, and said that everything would be done to slow them the 
respect due to thea, 


he has been treated by the Customs authoriti 
J the frontier in connection with the Helmund 




















Veh 

















Meshed. 








Captain F 
niet on the Atel 


hor 1 ports that he reached Korez on the 17th March, and that he was 
hin froutiey by an escort of cavalry, who brought him a letter from the 
Commuiderin-chivf inviting him to come to Herat, which plice he reached on the 20th 
March. le was well received there, and treated with every mark of honour, aud he says 
that nothing could exceed the cordiality and attention of the Commander-in-chiet and his 
officers, Le fears that the Commandcr-inechiet's lett eye is almost entirely lost, but hopes 
to save the right ¢ 

CaTille aeifeesTarane Reali on ha Kae veen be on Cuma wall eeehtee nee leLiee 
hos not yet ceturned his visit. No reply having been received from Cubal to the request 
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of the Commander-in-chief for permission to invite Captain Fisher to Herat, the Governor 
is evidently not sure as to how the Amir will view his presence at Herat. 

Tn the meantime, the troops are coming {0 him for treatment in numbers. Colonel 
te has received a letter, signed both by the Governor and the Commander-in-chief of 
Herat, thanking him for having sent Dr, Fisher. 

he Russian authorities at Bokhara are said to have avnounced that Russi 
ontly have direct trade relations with Afghanistan, and that Russian merchant 
allowed to go to Afzbanistan for trade purposes. 

Khusro Khan has been appointed Governor of Kueban, His relations with the 
Russians Hiave not been good, and his appointment cannot be agreeable to them, 

‘The Karez Agent reports that the Russian officers at Turbat-i-Haidari and Kare 
liad been told that an officer and thirty Cossacks were shortly: coming from Russia, twenty 
of whom were to be for service at Karez, and ten at ‘Turbat-i-Haidari, ‘The ‘Russian 
officers ut Kerez had consequently been collecting supplies, but orders, have now. come 

aiding those frst sent, and they have been told that no fresh troops are boing 
sent. Colonel Whyte thinks that the Russians intended to bring in these extra Cossacks 































without previously warning the Persian Government. ‘The Governor-General, howover, 
tells Colonel Whyte that he had heard nothi 





ig of the matter, 

The new Karguzar at Turbat-i-Haidari has informed the British Agent that his own 

ail the latter's appointment had much annoyed the Russians, who had previously regarded 

themselves as miasters of that part of the country, the lite Karguzar having been theie 
ent servant, He algo complained of the proceedings of M. Spinella, the Customs 

officer at Turhs who, he said, was another tool of the Russians, and who haa 

been in the habit of flogging and fining Afzhans, 

Colonel Whyte holds that everything tends to prove the absolite necessity. of 
obtaining the removal of the Russian quarantine cordon. He considers that the pos 
thas greatly improved during the last few months, chiefly owing to the change of Kargu 
at Turbat-iHaidati, but ke thiuks that to fully regain the confidence of the Afghans, the 

don must go. The ill-treatment to which Afghans had beon subjected at 

had sunk deeply into their minds, and had no doubt become widely 

known in Afghanistan to the detriment of our interests, and they will feel that, by. the 

eventual punishment and «legradation of the late Karguzar, w decisive blow hus been 
struck on their behalf, 

‘The Seoret Agout nt Sataklis reports that the Russians have brought soven guns to 
Russian Sarakhs. 

‘Tho Russian Bank is shortly sending a large quantity of Russian goods—lamps, 
glassware, ironware, cotton goods, &e,—to Seistan, 

A Secret Agent, who is travellin inscaspia and Russian ‘Turkestan, reports that 
the Russians are collecting railway material at Doshak, and haye built an engine-shed 
there. ‘Two hundred labouirers were also at work on a canal, which is ssid to be for the 
purpose of bringing water to Doshak from Kelat, 


Tehran, April 28, 1908. 






































































Noles on Russian Mititary Movements in Transcaspiu for the week ending’ March 28, 1903. 








‘ve following inform: slied by news 
‘ebruary 25,139 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in the dircetion of 
Ashkabad; 9 guns, 83 boxes of ammunition, and 23 waggon-loads of supplies passed 
through Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad; 14 infantry passed through Krasno- 
vousk on their way to Russi 

March 1—82 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in the direetion of Ashkabad ; 
f Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia, 

March 8.—18 infantry and 20 Cossacks passed throwzh Krasnoyodsk in the direction 
of Ashkabad; 9 infuntry: passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia: 

farch 4.—80 infantry passed throuzh Krasnovodsk in the direction of AshKahad 
10 waggon-loads of supplies, of clothing, were dispatched from Krae 
tovodsk in the ditection of Ashkabad; 11 infantry snd 3 Cossacks passed through 
Krasnovodsk on their w: 

March 6.135 boxes of ammunition and 2 waggon-loads of cot 
from Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad, 
































ng were dispatched 
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or at Krasnovodak gives the {number of troops at ‘present at Kras- 








Infantry 
Customs guards, 


> ; 2,500 
ee : rs 250 

J. F. WHYTE, “Lieutenant-Colonel, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul-General. 





Meshed, March 28, 1903. 





Notes on Russian Military Movements in Transcaspia for the week ending Aprit 11, 1903. 


‘The following information has been furnished by news-writers 

March 7,—12 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of Asbkabad ; 
11 waggon-londs of supplies were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the direction of 
Ashkabad; 19 infantry and 6 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to 
Russia. 

March 8—4 infantry left Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashknbad; 2 waggon-loads 
of clothing and 8 guns were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad. 

March V1.—40 in and 10 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk on their way 
to Russin; 16 infintry and’S Cossacks passed through Krisnovodsk in the di 
Ashkabad; 2 waggonsloads of ammunition were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the 
direction of Ashkabad. 

March 13.—80. boxes ¢ a 
dispatched from Krasuovodsk fn the direction of Ashkabad 
passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russia, - in 

March 14—8 infantry and 2 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction 
of Ashkabad; 85 packuges of clothing were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the direction 
‘of Ashkabad; 9 infantey passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Ru 

March 18—11 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of Asbkabad ; 
2 wagyonsloads of supplies were dispatched from Krasnovodsk iu the direction of 
Ashkabad. k 

March 16.—T infantry passed through Krasnovodsh in the direction of Ashkabad ; 
10, wagyon-loads of fodder were dispatched from Krasnovodsk in the direction of 
Ashkabil. 

Murch 17.4 infinitey passed through Krasnovodek on the 10 Russia, 

March 188 boxes containing rifles and 42 boxes of mmmunition were dispatched 
from Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad ; 15 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk 
direction of Ashikalad; § Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to 





























taining rifles and 2 waggon-loads of ammunition were 
11 infantry and 8 Cossacks 



































Muyeh 20,13 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of Asbksbail; 
19 nzgonslals of supplies were dispatched from Krasnovodsk ih the direction of 


Aslikabitl, 





J, F. WHYTE, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul-General 








Meshedh, Aprit 11, 19 
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Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansidowene—(Received May 18.) 


No, 261, 
ly aed Pera, May 12, 1903. 
ON’ hearing from the British Resident at Bushire, on the Oth instant, that Yusuf 
Boy had not been intercepted at Bahrein by orders from the Vali, and had procecied to, 
anil taken up his post at, Wakea, as Turkish Mudir, Umade immediate representations to 
the Grand Vizier. £ reininded ‘his Highness of the repeated assurances given to His 
Majesty's Govermnent by himself and the Minister for Foreign Affairs that Mudirs 
would not be appointed to any of the places I liad mentioned on the El Katr coast, and 
hat there would be no change in thy sintus yuo, Tadded that, iF he bad accepted roy 
proposal and authorized the Vali of Bussorah to send orders to Yusuf, through the 
British Resident at Bushire, not to proceed to Wakra, this incident would not have 
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happened; and the Imperial Government were therefore entirely responsible for what 
might take place. 

His Highness again asserted that the Porte had no knowledge of the appointments ; 
that they had sent positive instructions to the Vali of Bussorah that there should be no 
change in the existing state of things ; and that the Mutessarif of the Nejd (who resides 
at El Husa, and who was an intriguing and worthless individual) was probably the 
originator of this trouble, He had spoken to the Sultan on the subject, and he would 
lay the matter before the Couueil of Ministers to-morrow, and insist upon the dismissal 
of Talib Pasha, the Mutessarif of the Nejd. His Highness concluded by begging me to 
feel assured that the Mudir would be recalled, 

¥ will insist upon the fulfilment of this promi 
that Yusuf o 




















but if Colonel Kemball considers 
ht not to be allowed to remain in possession of the post of Mudir, even 
for a short time, and that there would he no difficulty in removing him under the 
pressure exercised by a British war-ship, I see no objection to this course, provided the 

can be speedily and successfully performed without. giving ‘rise to. local 
difficulties. This must depend in great measure upon the feelings of the inhabitants, 
about which Colonel Kemball is, perhaps, in a position to form a correct judgment, 

L have, &e, 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR, 

















Sir N, O'Conor to the Maryuess of Lansdowne. (Received May 18.) 





(No. 262.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 18, 1903, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 284 of the 5th instant, I have the honour to 
report that I took an opportunity last week of urging upon the Grand Vizier the nucossity 
of bringing the trial of the pirates captured by His Majesty's ship Harrier " to a speedy 
and satisfactory conclusion, and of dealing severely with them. 

His Highness replied that so long as the trial was proceeding he could not interfere, 
but hie agreed to address a telegram to the Vali of the Yemen (and did so in my presence), 
stating that if the sentence of the Court is too levient the offenders. should be punished 

‘gard to the captured dhows His Highness would only consent 
to instruct the Vali to deal with them “in the customary: ina 

On the 11th instant Mr. Vice-Consul Richardson reported b 
had been delivered, and consisted mercly of a sentence of thice 
the captains ot two dhows to date from January 18, 

1 at once communicated this most unsatisfactory result to the Grand Vizier, who 
promised to r instruction to the Vali as to administrative punishment of the pirates, 













































ph that judgment 
vonths’ imprisonment 








ew the i 
but stated that he could not order the dhows to be ba 
Richardson reports that the latter are still in charge of the British naval 
authorities, and I venture to suggest that in view of the Turkish Government's refusal (0 
oe minatily in the matter, the naval officer in charge should be authorized to dispose 
of the 




















T have, &e 
neil) N. R. O'CONOR. 








No, 239. 


Sir ©. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received May 18.) 





o. 69. Commercial.) 

y Lor, St. Petersburgh, May 13, 1903. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith an extract from the 

Russian press by Mr. Mitchell, iis Maiesty’s Consul-General at St. Petersburgh, 
reporting the decision of the Russian Steam Navigation Company of Odessa to 

establish regular sailings of its steamers between Odessa and Persian Gulf ports, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8. SCOLD, 

















fier) 30 
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Inclosure in No. 239. 
Batract from the Russian Press. 


ACCORDING to a statement recently published by the “Odessa News,” ang 
yeproduced in the “Journal of the Ministry of Finance,” the Russian Steam 

Company of Odessa hias decided to establish regular sailings of its steax 
Odessa and all the ports of the Persian Gulf. ‘The experimental voyages of the 
steamers of the Company made last year ani in the course of the present season having, 
it is said, yielded satisfactory results, two large goods and passenger boats will be placed 
‘on this line, and orders for them will soon be issued to a Russian ship-building firm. 
‘The “ Odessa News” further states that special agencies, wharves, and depots. of the 
Company will he established at all the ports of the Gulf, and that regular sailings of 
the steamers will he finally organized by the eud of this year. 


































No, 240. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received May 18.) 
(Confidential) 





, Admiralty, May 

WITT reference to your letter of the 14th March relative to the complaint made 

hy the Turkisn Gov Majesty's ship Harrier” has carried out gunnery 

practice in dhe Straits hetween Salil aud Kamaran without previous notice to the port 

Anthoritios, Lam commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 

to you herewith, for the iuformation of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of a report 

from the Commanding Officer of His Majesty's ship “Harrier,” dated Sth April, relative 
to torpedo and gunnery exercises having been carried out in Kamaran Bay. 

Tam, & 

(Signed) ©, 1. THOMAS. 















Inclosure in No, 240. 


Commander Tower to Admiral Sir C. Domvile. 


(Confidential) 





5 “ Harrier,” at Perim, April 5, 1903. 
WITH referonce to your telegram No, 15 relative to a complaint made by the 
‘Purkish aiuthorities that His Majesty's ship “ Harrier bd carried out torpedo and 
gunnery exercises in Kamaran pout permission having been obtained, T have the 
Honour to report that the complaint in this instance is justified, and I regret the 
‘ogeurren ‘ 
Weighing from Kamaran on the 6th March last, for the purpose of carrying out 
turning trials in Kamaran Bay, on thelr completion, the weather being suitable, [ seized 
the opportunity of carrying out towing target practice with my small steam cutter, a 
practice frogs which [ hinve teen debarred for many (sie owing to the continuous heavy 
Seas on this const during the winter season, and. being 5 miles trom Kamaran [had hoped 
tht the prnetice would have passed unnoticed, but 1 regret my indiscretion, and will be 
more earelil in, future to observe more closely paragraph 2 of Article 534 of the Station 
Order Bi 



































. . . . . 

During the last fow months, plant has been arriving from Constantinople for the 

creation of a sivall arscual at Kamaran, as iwentioned in my Confidential letter to you 

No, 15 of the th December, 1902, and, though of slow growth, iis making progress. 
Thave, & 

(Signed) CYRIL TOWER, 

Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Red Sea Division. 
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No. 241. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 18.) 
Sir, India Office, May 16, 1908. 







I AM 


cted by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 1: 


fh May on the subject of the Aden delimitation, and to say, in reply, 
that he agrees in fhe views expressed Dy Lord Lansdowne, 

Phe rights of ‘Turkey in the possession of Kataba lave n 
any claim to the place on behalf of the Amir of Dihali would be 
principle on whieh the proceeding: 











been contested, and 
inconsistent with the 
of the Delimitation Commission have been con- 
‘iueted, Having regan! to the considerations discussed in the telegram of the 9th May 
froin His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, Lord George Hamilton concurs in 
Lord Lansdowne’s proposal that Sir N. O'Conor should be authorized to delay for the 
present m any communication to the Porte in. the sense of the instruetio 
conveyed to him in Lord Lanstowne's telegram of the 7th instant. 

As to the difficulties which have arisen in connection with the demarcation of the 
green Tine laid down on the joint map of the ‘Turkish and British Commissions, 1 am 
dineeted to inclose the copy of a telegram which, with the concurrence of Lord 
Lansdowne, Lord George Hamilton has sent to the Viceroy for the guidance of the 
British Commissioners. 














































Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ' HORACE WALPOLE, 





Inclosure in No, 241, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


raphie,) P. India Office, May 18, 1908. 

MY telegram of the 4th May. Colonel Wabab’s claim to survey watercourse, 
north-west of Kataba has alarmed ‘Turkish Government, who. interpret it as implying 
that we intend to claim Kataba, and disregard green line, In view of Wurkish alarm, 
Sir N. O'Conor has been authorized to postpone conveying to the Porto a warning in 
the sense of the last paragraph of my telegram above quoted, which he thought would 
be inexpedient at present. 

s reganls referen 

Kataba, Dakkam, &e, 
claims ineon 


(el 




















mn of the 14th May to villages of 
His Majesty's Government aro not disposed to put forward any 
th, Turkish retention of Kataba, 

Object of His M tis to olstain as soon as possible a practical 
settlement. Tt is therefore desirable, in order to avoid as far ax possible causes of 
friction with the Turks, to limit in every possible way the Commission's proposals te 
epart from the green line. 






























(Repeated to Aden.) 
No. 242, 
Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 15.) 
(A) 
THE Under-Seereta wate for India presents his compliments to the Under= 








Secretary of State for Forcigu Affairs, and, by dire 
forwards herewith, for the information of the 8 
the Vieeroy, dated the 17th May, relative to the 


Tadia Office, May 18, 1903, 


n of Lord George Hamilton, 
retary of State, copy of a Celegram from. 
nich fag incident ab Muscat, 














Inclosure in No, 242, 


Government of India to Lord G, Humilton, 
(Telegraphic) P, 
COX telegraphs from Museat on the 15th May as follows :— 
+ Yesterday evening French Commodore paid a visit to the Sultan, accompanied by 
twelve officers. ‘There was no political discussion, but the Sultan was asked to visit 


May 17, 1903, 








French flag-ssip the next day for an interview to last four hours for the discussion of 











important business, 
board three hours. 4 





intery 





brother, heseechi 
When Sultan re 
His Highness replied that he had 














cordingly, at 8 o'clock this morning he went and remained on 
jew, during whol 

French Commodore commenced by dropping minatory tone he had used towards 

x Sultan to regard old fri 

used, he threatened, 

ready 


of which Sultan’ 





< retinue were present, 

altan’s 
\lsinip, and forgive and release the prisoners. 
ing Sultan till 2 o'clock for reconsideration, 
ven his final answer, whieh he did not intend 








to reconsider. ‘hereupon the French Consul threatened to haul down his flag, and go 





tan remains perfectly ste 









ships of war and all news to” 
complications, 





Indin Office, May 18, 1008. 


Lord G, Hamill 
phic.) BP. 
t ram of the 10th Mi 








n Porte that Yusuf’ eann 
\jesty's Government trust 
Porte, 





on hoard the flag-ship. After two more hours of alternately begaing and threatening, 

during which the Sultan remained obdurate, 
last and 

ual support of His Majesty's 


Hoguyer is reported by Cox to have been telezraphil f 
Gaenieee sian Consul at Bushire since commencement of present 


India Office to Foreign Office. 


Inclosure in Ni 





Foreign Office have instructed Hie 
he a 
at steps for his withdrawal will at once he taken by 








nish 














(Received May 18.) 








to Government of India, 
May 18, 1903. 





wsador at. Constantinople to 
nat, Wakra, and that His 

















() 










wretiry of State 
Secretary 


forwards herewith, for Uy 












Tustin Ofiee, May 18, 1908. 















(Yelographie.) 2. 


‘The French Ambassadoe by 
Korcign Office at Lord Lansdowy 
Commalore's 
both Governmer 
‘of the Lith April, 
that obviously the ofleuders deserved 











formation Of te Ste f 
the Viceroy, dated Lath May, relative to the Brench flag. in 


Tnelosure in No, 244, 


Lord G, Hamilton to Goxerument of India. 


YOUR telegram of the (4th May rezarding Museat. 





ion was unjustified, and mad 
s, more difficult; after stating facts, as reported by 
pointed out that quarantine Regulations 











Ludi Office to Foreign Office (Received May 18.) 


or India presents his compliments to the Under- 





lirection of Lord George Hamilton, 
retary of State, copy of a telegram to 
ident at Museat. 















May 15, 1903. 





mris the Charzé d’Affaires called at 

nsdowne pointed out that French 
reasonable settlement, as desired by 
Cox in his letter 
vd been clearly broken ; 
ishnient ; that there was no evidence whatever 


































193 


to show that the offenders really were entitled to use of French 
tection, and that even if they were, we disputed contention that, i 
aitted in Muscat. territorial waters, possession of French flag’ carried immunity from 
municipal lav. Lord Lansdowne added that it seemed only reasonable in. these ce 
cumstances that prisoners should remain 1m Sultan's custody. pending further investiga. 
tion both of facts and of legal aspects of the case, but that the French Government 
could put in a protest reserving its rights if it desired. Ohargé d'Affaires concurred in 
this suggestion, which he undertook to communicate at once to the French Ambassador, 
who returns on Sunday after seeing Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

In his letter to the French Consul of the Sth April, Sultan contends that pending: 
disenssion of the question between the British and the French Governments, he te 
Justified in disputing immunity. of holders of French flags from municipal law ‘of his 
country. In this contention His Majesty's Government are orepared to support him 
and Cox may assare him of our support, advising him so that he may ayoid any action 
likely to prejudice position taken up in the above-quoted letter. At the same tine, Cox 
sliould be cautioned not to take ‘up position of spokesman, or ostensible representative of 
Sultan, We strongly objected to Freneh Consul, Ottavi, assuming similar role, which ts 
inconsistent with position of Consul. 

‘This telegram should be repeated to Naval Commander-in-chief, 


flag or to French pro- 
in case of offence com- 























No, 245. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May i8.) 


Sir. Initia Office, May 18, 1903, 
WITH reference to your letter of the Sth April, I am diteeted by Lond George 
Hamilton to forward, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy ofa 
telegram from the Resident at Aden, dated the 1Gth May,* reporting that the lutrepid ” 
and “Hermione” have recived orders from the Admiral in the Mediterranean to return 
to Malta at once, and stating. that the withdrawal of the ships seems to him premature, 
having regard to the attitude of the Turks in the matter of the delimitation off the Aden. 
frontier. 

Lord George Hamilton was not aware that the question of withdrawing the ships had 
been raised again, and he certainly thinks that both he and the local authorities should 
have been consulted before any decision was arrived at, 

In his opinion the withdrawal of the vessels at this time is premature, and may lead 
toa recrudescence of the disquiet and obstruction associated with the delimitation which 
their presence had partially overcome. 





























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 








No, 246, 


Lard G. Hamilton to Governnent of Indic (Communicated to Foreign Office, May 18.) 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, May 16, 1908, 
EXPECTATIONS of His Majesty’s Government regarding Aden delimitation have 
Hot been fulfilled, owing mainly to the disturbing effe 


produced on the tribes by the 
prolonged resistance of the Turks and by the intricacies of tribal occupation. ” His 


ajesty’s Government had been led to believe that the settlement of -n front 

of the green line, leading to no further difficulties with the Turks and yet satisfying 
Amiri, would have been rendered ensy by the evacuation of Jalela and the Turkish 
Withdrawal north of green line. 

‘The country in which these disputes have arisen is easy of accoss from Aden; we 
have comparatively full information of its geography ; the Slieikh of the prineipal tribe 
concerned has been co-operating with us, and our Commission has the support of an over. 
whelming military force. 

His Majesty's Government cannot but feel anxiety as to the situat 
arise when the course of delimitation to the desert leads 10 
quite unknown, where the attitude of the 
With our base will be difficult. 



























i nay 
nilar dispuites ina countey 
es is doubtful, and where communications 








+ Nod 





[1617] 











































































194 


They therefore think it necessary to consider the question whether, in the circum= 
stances, and seeing that demarcation would take a long time, and that the consequences 
ot a collision would be serious, it is prudent to proceed with the delimitation north. 
eastwards to the desert. 

the immediate cause of our difficulties with the Turks will be settled by demarcation 
up to the furthest point of green line. His Majesty’s Government are inclined in these 
‘rcumstances not fo insist on immediate delimitation to the desert, but to propose to the 
ukish Goyernment that, if they on their part will undertake not to interfere with the 
Upper: Yaffai and other tribes under our protection, we will postpone the further delimita- 
tion of the froutier of the nine tribes. 1 shall be glud to know your views on the question 
of proceeding with the delimitation to the desert. 


























No, 247, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson, 


Foreign Office, May 18, 1903. 
‘ked me to receive him to-day for the purpose of 






April and No, 215 of the 13th M 1903, 
Ilis Bxcelloncy began by saying that he had, during his weent, visit to Pari 
discussed these questions with M. Deleassé, whom Tound most indignant with 





regard to the conduct of Major Cox, Hix Majesty's Political Agent at Muscat, Major 
Cox's hiehaviour in all matters concerning French interests had, for a long time past, 
sociied to tho French Government uncalled for and objectionable. He had made 
mischief between the French and British Governments in the year1S99, when the Sultan 
of Muscat had offerod the French Government a coaling station in the neighbourhood of 
Muscat, ‘The matter might have been settled without any ill-fecling bad it not been 
for Major Cox's intervention, In another case he had actually taken upon himself to 
write fo M, Lavoneo, then French Vicu-Consul at Muscat, forbidding him to go to Sur 
on board the French man-of-war “ Catinat.” 

Tn the case which was now before us his action had been even more indefensible. 
Wis Bxcolleney begged me to understand that, although they complained of Major 
x's behaviour, the French Government admitted that they were bound, as we were, 
to recogiize the independence of Muscat, hey were also perfectly aware that we 
had special arrangements with the Sultan which gaye us a “political interest” in Museat. 
‘They hud no desire whatever to thwart us in those regions (‘nous contre-carrer"). 
{icy were, however, hound not to refuse their protection to persons who had obtained 
Froth yapers or wero entitled to the use of French fh 

T obsorved that we were by no. means satisiied 
arrested were really entitled to claim French protection, 
1 owe possession pointed to the conelusion tliat French wore often 
improperly given to persons who liad no right whatever to Freneh n. 

His Excellency: replied that the Bvench Goverument had. satisfied themselves 
that the men whom the Sultan had imprisoned were full led fo French pro- 

tion, One of them, Abdallah Ben Khemis, was the © ¢ a dhow flying the 
French flag, Selim Hen Abdallah was the son of the first-named, and sailed with 
is futhor.  Kalfen Ben Alimed was captain of another dhow; anc all three men were 
i ist of French flag-holders forwarded to the Freneh Foreign Office on 
the 18th June, 1809, and subsequently on the 3rd September, 1902. 

His Excellency said that if therd was a grievance as reanls the use of the French 
tag by these owners of dows i. yas n grievance whieh would in tine disappear. As 
hie hud alvvady informed me, the Ernel Government were fully prepared to make out 
1a list of the persons who, after investigation, proved to be entitled to the use of French 
flags. ‘hoy had, indeed, already made out such a list, and were ready to hand it to the 
Sultan for his information and guidance, Tteontained about 200 natnes, of whom only 
‘a few were natives of Muscat. “Phey were also ready to discuss with us the extent of 
the immunities or privileges which followed from tlie possession of the French flag. 

T told his Excellency that this point seemed to me to be one of the utmost 
imports I thought it, for example, intolerable that an Arab ship-owner should 
qualify himself for French protection by acquiring a scrap of land at Jibuti or 
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The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O’Conor. 


(No, 112) 
(Selegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, May 18, 
oe i May 18, 1903, 
ee TAYE received your telegram No, 94 of the $th' May velative’ tothe Aden : 


‘Your proposal to defer action on the instructions contained i ole 
ea ee mage cates ogden ce Faaeanvons contained in my telegram i 
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elsewhere, and then claim immunity, not only for himself, but for other members of 
his ship's company, and this even within the territorial waters of Muscat, 

His Excellency said that these were all subjects which the French Government 
were prepared to discuss fully with us. But what they could not admit was that 
yersons actually entitled to the use of the French flag should be retained in prison 
hy the Sultan on the advice of the British Consul. French protection had been elnimed 
for these men by the French Vice-Consul, upon which Major Cox, who had himself heen 
instrumental in the capture of the men, and had even’ gone the length of detainin 
thom for some time in bis own custody, had intervened with the assertion that the 
men had no title to French protection, and had directed the Sultan not to surrender 
them. 

At this point I called his Excellency’s attention to M.Dorville’s letter of the 
Uth April, im which he stated that he admitted the guilt of the prisoners, although 
he protested against their imprisonment by the Sultan. : 

His Excellency had evidently not ‘seen this document before, and appeared 
surprised at the admission which it contained, 

He said, however, that, whether the men were guilty or not, M. Dorville was 
within his rights in demanding that they should be surrendered to him, and he 
informed me that he had been desired by M. Deleassé to request formally that I 
would give directions to Major Cox to withdraw his opposition to their release, and 
to advise the Sultan to hand them over to the French Vice-Consul. As soon as this 
was done, the French Government would gladly consider what measures should bo 
taken in onder to bring about a clear understanding for the future, His Excellency 
explained that in his view the action which he proposed would be in accordance with 
precedent, and he cited a case which took placo in 1896 when two dhows enjoying 
French protection were seized by His Majesty's ship “Sphynx,” and afterwards 
surrendered to the French Viee-Consul at Museat, who instituted proceedings against 
tho owners for slave-trading. The men were found guilty by the French Court at 
Réunion, and condemned on the 28th August, 1807. Treminded his Excellency that. 
in this case the seizure took place upon the high seas, and not in territorial waters, 

His Excellency, speaking with much camestness, begged mo to believe that it was 

le” for the French Government to allow the men now in the Sultan’s prison 
to remain there. ‘He said that considerable local indignation had been ereated, and 
that it was not unlikely that an attempt to liberate the prisoners would bo made by 
the people of Sur, who threatoned to come to Muscat on board their dhows for the 
purpose, In France the question was sure to attract attention, and it would ho 
impossible for the French Government to meet the attacks to which they would bo 
subjected, ‘hey would be told that this w of humilinting subservience to 
Great Britain, and that it justified the sinister predictions which had been made in 
cerlain quarters as to the result of His Majesty's recent visit to France 

I told his Excellency that the account which liad been given to mo of the eireum- 

ees under which the men had been arrested differed in. many respects from that 
which he had given me. ‘The depositions of the prisoners threw considerable doubt 
upon their right to French protection, It was perfectly clear that thoy had broken 
the law, andthe Freneh Consul himself admitted their “ culpability 
rominded him, never admitted that a subject of the Sultan who had ol 
protection could appeal to that, protection to shield him from the munic 
the torritory of Mus The imprisonment of the men was, therefore, well deserved 

ind facie, it seemed to me that they should be in the custody of the Sulta 

ight, I thought, agree that they should remain where they were, and that the 
French and British Governments should endeavour to come to'an understanding in 
regard to the future. 

His Excellency said that this would not satisfy the French Government, Tt would 
ot be equivalent fo the maintenance of the status quo ante. ‘The men were prind fucie 
entitled to French protection, and it was impossible for the French Goyerament to 
forego its claim for their surrender, 

Told his Excellency that it was impossible for me to accept his view of the ense, 
ov to give him the undertaking for which he asked, but that I would carefully 
cousider the statements which he had made, and bring the matter before my colleagues. 
lic implored me to lose no time in dealing with if, and I agreed to see him again 
to-morrow. 

Tasked his Excellency whether it would not be possible to find a way out of the 
situation which had arisen by arranging that the men should be tried inthe Sultan's 
Court, but in the presence of the French Consul, His Excellency said at once that 
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that would be an admission of the Sultan’s jurisdiction, which the French Government 
disputed. 

‘Throughout the interview his Excellency spoke with much earnestness, and at 
moments with some warmth, 






















certain concessions in regard to Dakkam if it should be established, contrary to what 
scems to me evident, that it is better to have a land frontier than to accept the Wadi 
‘Tiban as the boundary-line. 

But any readjustment of the 
Vizier without the fresh Impe 













Tam, &. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





green line may be outside the power of the Grand 
al Inadé with its inseparable difficulties and delays; 
and for various reasons I think it more desirable that the Commissioners should get 
through with the Amiri boundary as speedily as possible, so as to proceed with the 
delimitation on the north-east to the desert. 
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I do not propose to discuss the frontier question again with the Porte until I 













Foreign Office to India Office. receive your Lordship’s instruetions anda new map, which Mr, Fitzmaw 

been forwarded to me, I shall, however, m 

Mr, Fitzmaurice’s complaint against 
punishment. 

Tam glad to be able to report that the Grand Vizier telegraplied yesterday to the 

Vali of the Yemen instructing him only to levy in future 1 per cent, export duty. | 

T have, &e. i 

(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





ice suys has i 
strong representations in respect to 
Ottoman Customs officials, and ask for their 





Sir, Foreign Office, May 18, 1908. 

I HAVE Inid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 18th instant, 
inclosing a telegram from the Resident at Aden in regard to the departure of His 
Majesty's steam-ships ‘Intrepid " and “Hermione” from Aden. 

Tam directed by his Lordship to inform you that it has heen ascertained from the 
Admiralty that orders were given for the withdrawal of the two vessels from Aden, in 
consequence of a message from the Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station 
that he had a sufficient naval force at his disposal to deal with the situation without the 
co-operation of any vessels of the Mediterranean Squadron, 

Lord Lansdowne understands that the disposition of the vessels composing the East 
Indies Squadron is at present as follows 

is, Majesty's steam-ships “Cossack ”” and “Hussar” are at Aden, His Majesty's 
Pomone” is at Muscat, but about to proceed to Aden. His Majesty's steamships 
Naiad” and “Persous” ure at Muscat. His Majesty's steamships ‘ Lapwing, 
Redbreast,” and “Sphins” are in the Persian Majesty's ship “Highflyer, 
the flag-ship, is at ‘Trincomalee, and His Majesty's ship Box” will shortly be at 
Kurrachee, 















Tnclosure in No, 249, 





















Resident, Aden, to Si O' Conor. 
(No. 19.) | 
(Telegraphic) P, Aden, May 14, 1908. 

MA, FITZMAURICE requests me to telegraph to your Excellency as follows 


“With reference to your telegrams 2 
respectively, it will be seen from Colonel Wahab’s telegrams N 
also No, 266, that tho usual distortion of facts appears iu the com 
Commissioners, ‘The claims to include the villages of Kataba, 
is such that, without proviously submitting the case to Tis Maj 
ted in the India Office telegram of the 14th May 
Wd be impossible for the Comr 
“As a basis of delimitation the greon line on the map, which was based on 
‘Turkish survi ble, and a fresh correct map with the full facts will be 
sent by n the meantime, we are adopting tle line indieated in your 
Excellency’s telegram No. 18 of the 9th 
“The village of Dakam, including also the few square miles beyond the green i 
line, has always been considered as a whole as being in Amiri territory. i 
“With reference to the telegram from the Resident at Aden of the Sth instant, 
the village of Ukla is not in Maras but in Amiri, and should remain. on our side, not 
only according to the ‘configuration of the laud) but also as a starting point for the 
line to the north-east, 
the officials of the ‘Turkish Customs are noy 
and two otliers were dangerously wounded 
























‘os, 18 and 10) of the 9th and 10th instant: 
260 to 262, and } 
nt of the Turkish 










Tain, &e. 
igned) T. I. SANDERSON, 


No, 219. 




















my «ke, In Am 
esty’s Government as 
y, anil in your telegram No, 17, { 
joners to sunvenier them, 







































Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowae,—(Received May 19.) 


(No. 264.) 
‘My Lord, Con 
WIL 










antinople, May 18, 1903. 
eference to my telegrams Nos, 94 and 95 repeating those T had lately 
nt to Mr. Fitzmaurice, I have now the honour to inclose herewith a paraphrase of 
Mr, Fitamaurice’s telegram No. 19 in reply thereto, 

In onder to understand the question, I ouglit to explain that the Porte, upon 
being pressed to retire behind the green line, decided not only to do so and to with- 
draw from Jalela, but apparently to accept this line as the frontier in the hope, no 
doubt, that in doi y Would protect themselves from further demands, and 
especially from a demand to include Kataba in the Amiri territory, 

T have frequently explained to the Porte that the green line Was meant merely to 
indicate that the country south of it was in dispute, and that whether the ultimate 
fronticr should run north or south of the green line anust depend upon further 
examination and the proofs produced as to ownership. 

entirely share the opinion expressed in the Secretary of State’s telegram of the 
Ath instant, that no variations from the green line should be proposed wnless supported 
by conclusive evidence and found to be conformable to faie‘and mutual convenience. 
T would go still further and say that our Commissioners should only insist upon a 
readjustment of the green line for grave reasons such as that its acceptance would 
Jeave within Turkish territory villages which are, aud have always been, considered as 

and subject to the authority of the Emie’s nominees, or because for topo 
graphical ov oflier reasons it would he clearly unsuitable for a permanent frontier, 

If Lob ission of His Majesty’s Govemment to assure the Porte tha 
from friendly igs towards the Ottoman Governnent, we waive such claims as we 
may possess to laims which seom to me just now rather doubtful and 
certainly impolitie—L may be able to persuade the Grand Vizior to instruct the 
Ottoman Commissioners to recognize Ukla as within Amiri country, and also to get 



































lolerable. An An 
rilay close fo our 
siiily, he A\ 




































he Customs decline, without. ord 
import and 1 per cent. exp 





from Constantinople, to levy only the 
t duties.” 
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India Office to Foreign Office (Received May 19.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lont George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tle Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viecroy, dated the 16th May, relative to a reported attack. by Subsihis upon 
members of the Hakem tribe, 


Indin Office, May 18, 1903. ; 




















nts his compliments to the Under- 
































* ke, abstaining from making any definite declaration. 
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Inclosure in No, 250. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


raphie.) P. India Office, May 16, 

LY despatel: No. 3 of the 13th Febru Further complaint of an at 
27th April last by Subsihis upon Hakems has been made by Turkish 
dor, who asks that plunder may be sestored and culprits punished. Please 
facts, 
peated to Aden.) 





No. 251. 
India Office 10 Foreign Office —(Received May 19.) 


Inder-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Roveign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 18th May, relative to the Persian Loan, 


India Office, May 19, 1903. 


Tnelosure in No, 251. 
Government of Inidia to Lord G. Hamilton 

(Polographie,) BP. May 18, 1903. 
SHEA, HARDINGH’S telegrams Nos, 66, 67, 68, and 71, relative to Persian 
Lown. 

We consider that Persian Government and the Shah porsonally, if nocessary, 
should Ne addvessed in very strong terms in regard to Grand V 

make Southorn 

ani 


at any futu 
from nak 


As to delinite meaning of phrase * Customs of Fars and Persian Gulf,” we cannot 
understand Sir A. Hardinge’s objection to bringing it pointedly to notice of the Persian 
Goyornnent, seeing that no difficulty was experienced aliout allowing loan by Lperial 
Bank with Guistonis of Southern ports for security, as stated in telegram from Foreign 
il August, 1001, Moreover, hah’s pledge of the 28rd October, 
1807, covers whole of Southern Customs, and this phrase has heen consistently used 
throughout, present nogotiations, it is not apparent why they coulll not have been 
made security for our loan. Por present. purposes, however, we shall he content if it 
Ve recognized that all Southern ports are included in the term Fars and Persian Gulf; 
and, on the widerstanding that His Majesty's Government continues to share the risk 
in regard to both prineipal and futerest, wo will advance on this security the balance 
of 100,000 : 





No, 252. 
Indiv Office lo Foreign Office —(Received May 19.) 


y of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretiny of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards liorowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams 
from the Viceroy, dated the 18th and 19th May, relative to the Aden delimitation. 


India Office, May 19, 1903. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 25: 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphie.) P. May 18, 1903. 
YOUR telegram of the 16th [715th]. 
ads of our Commissioners we have alvendy expostulated with 
and we fail to see how at this Tnte stage of negotiations His 
jesty’s Goverment eould sustain any claim to Kataba; but the extension of our 
to a reasonable belt of country on cither side of green line is desirablo, in view 
of reported inaccursey of ‘Turkish’ topography, Indeed, the Sultan's Tradé (see 
O'Conor's telegtam of the 18th March) cannot be carried out, and tho gi 
properly applied to the actual topography, without an accurate map. We, the 
that the Dakkam country and the Selat water-course should be ineltded in the 
survey operations. 
(Repeated to Aden.) 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 252. 
Government of India (o Lord G, Hamilton, 


(felographie.) P. May 19, 1903, 
DELIMITATION north-castwards to the desert was first ordered ‘by your 
Lordship, in telegram of the 19th July, 1902, without reference to us, We have allways 
heon in favour of concluding ‘Treaties with te tribes in that direction before proceeding 
with delimitation, but His Majesty's Government last year refused, and have only 
lately permitted these ‘Treaties to he ¢ in favour of postponing this 
portion of demareation till the ‘Treaties are concluded, and till we haye obtained more 
definite information about the n that direction and their country. Rosident 
grees. But as Turks are probably scheming for breakdown of operations, which it is 
ime poli id, it would he well, as soon as Amiri boundary is settled, to demar= 
cate boundary down to the coast at Tarha, Wo will, of course, retain troops at Dihali 
this course. 
‘(epeated to Aden.) 





No, 253, 
India Office o Foreign Office —(Received May 19.) 
(©) 
THE Under 


f 
irom the Viceroy, dated the 10th M 
at Aden. 


India Office, May 19, 1903, 


Tnclosure in No. 253. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(elegraphie.) P. May 19, 1903. 

i with the Resident at Aden (see his telegram of the 16th May), and 
consider it desirable, at any rate pending satisfactory soitlement of difficulties at 
Muscat, to retain ships of war at Aden. 

(Repeated to Aden.) 
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No. 254, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 19.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents hiis compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Resident, Aden, dated the 19th May, relative to attacks by Subaihis on the 
Hakim tribe, 


India Office, May 19, 1903. 


Tnelosuro in No. 
Resident, Aden, to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.)  P. Aden, May 19, 1908, 
TAM maki i vith respect to your telegram of the 16th instant, as to 
alloged further attacks by Subathis ims. Please see reply to your despateli to 
Government of India of the 13th February last, which was sent by post on the 25th 
April last, 
(Repeated to Government of India and Bombay.) 


No, 255, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 19.) 


‘No, 69.) 

elographic,) _P. Tehran, May 19, 1903 
LOAN. I haye to-day telegraphed to the Viceroy, in reply to his telegram of 
tho 18th May, that it is useless fo sletor the Imperial Bank from advancing to the 
Persian Government money on account current, or to hold strong language to the 
Shah or Grand Vizier about their reluctance to the southern customs, Such a 
them from again coming to us, 

influence, from wh 


advance on the security of the customs. and the Gulf” was 
the one actually used in the loan by the Imperial Bank of 1001, it having heen held 
steadily, thenas now, by the Persia Government that it is the only one which they 
aro allowed hy their engaements with Russia formally to employ, Whatever may be 
ils meaning. 

Onn advance would have been upset altogether had we raiseil a discussion as to 
meaning and Russi robably have abtained a mint monopoly fatal to our 
ank in veturn for i Why not leave me to raise the Fars question 

in connection with ns, there heing now no. immediate prospect 
of a fresh advance hy Government. soon as the Commercial ‘Treaty is 
ratified, T ean begin its discussion, 





‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 


lexraphic,) _P. Foreign Office, May 19, 1903. 
WITH reference to the telegram from the Vieeroy of India, repeated to you in 
amy immediately precedi zram, you should, if not too Ite, endeavour t6 mect 


is Exeetleney’s wishes: as far as possible, b mind the promise regarding the 
inclus ports of Persia, which was made to 
His Majesty’ 
Minister for 1 
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No. 257. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir B. Monson. 


Ambassador. 

T began by telling his Bxeellency that I had repeated to the Cabinet the state- 
ments which he had made to me on the previous day. I said that my colleagues had 
expressed their astonishment at the character of the claim advanced by the French 
Government. ‘They were quite unable to understand that it should he possible for an 
Arab subject of the Sultan of Muscat, trading to a French Colony, to acquire a 
serap of land in that Colony, and by this means to obtain from the French authorities 
French papers and a Eyench flag, in virtue of which he could claim, with the 
support of the French Government (and apparently not only for himself, but for 
members of his family and of the ship’s company), privileges and immunities within 
the territorial waters of Muscat. 

T told his Excellency that, in order to clear the ground, I had heen instructed to 
ask him again whether I was right in supposing that the French Government did not 
contend that the men now undergoing imprisonment at Muscat were French subjects 
or persons in French employment (Francais, ou au service des Prangais”) within the 
meaning of the Treaty of 154 

His Excellency replied that my supposition was correct, ‘The ‘Tveaty of 1844 
was not designed to meet the ease of these owners of dhows (“no visait pas Ie cas des 
houtriers"), whose rights in many eases were anterior to the date of the Treaty. ‘The 
French flag-holders were altogether ‘outside the Treaty,” and protection was claimed 
for them not under tho Treaty, but because they had been given French papers and 
were entitled to fly the French flag. 

I said that T understood that the French Government were in possession of 
evidence to show that the men now undergoing imprisonment were entitled 
to use French flags and French papers, and that we should expect to he full 
informed with regard to the character of this evidence, which had led the French 

nment to include them in their lists of French flag-lolders. ‘The two Govern- 
however, differed widely in their view as to the extent of the privileges 
wich could tbe’ claimed for persons entitled to the use of such flags, oF paper 
‘The French Government contended that protection of this kind carried with it 
munity. from the Sultan’s jurisdiction even in Muscat territory and within the 
territorial waters of Muscat, We had always maintained the contrary, and wo had 
supported the Sultan in his contention, which corresponded with ours, We desired, 
however, to find some means wherehy the present situation should be brought to an 
end, and we accordingly proposed that the Hague Tribunal should decide what 
privileges the possession’ of French papers and flags carried with it, and, inter alia, 
whether such privileges are limited to the owner and captain of the dhow, or whether 
they could also be claimed by their families, their heirs, and by members of the ship's 
company. If arbitration sould he necepted, His Majesty’s Government would he 
prepared to advise the Sultan to release the prisoners, who might he required to give 
an undertaking to submit themselves hereafter either to the Sultin or to the French 
Consul, according as the Hague ‘Tribunal might decide. 

It would be part of the arrangement that the French Government should give an 
undertaking that they will, within a short delay, furnish the Sultan with a list of all 
persons who have received French papers, or are believed by the French Government 
fo be entitled to fly the French flag. 

M. Cambon replied that he felt little doubt that the French Government would 
not disapprove of the idea of referring to the Hague Tribunal the questions which L 
had raised, but it was in his opinion a sine qué non that the prisoners should first be 
released by the Sultan and handed over to the French Consul. 

Ttold his Excellency that this was a point which the Cabinet had carefully 
considered, and thaf my instructions were distinct with regard to it, We were prepared 
to advise the Sultan to release the men, but not to hand them over to the French Consul, 
Yo do so would inyolye an admission that the Sultan had acted illegally, and that 
the justice of the French claim was admitted, and we were not prepared to make any 
such admissions. 

AM. Cambou replied that it would be impossible for M. Delcassé to accept sucli 1 
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roposal, although it might be arranged that the men should be handed over by the 
Sultan to the French Consul, and, perhaps, that the Consul might liberate them, or 








even go the lengil of asking tHe Sultan to fake charge of them on his behalf, 


I repeated that T could not accept this suggestion. The alternative which we 
proposed seemed to me absolutely fair. ‘The men were claimed, on the one hand, 
by the Sultan, and, on the other, by the French Consul. There was a difference 
OF opinion as to the rights of the ease, and we accordingly proposed that the prineiple 
should be disposed of by arbitration, and that in the meanwhile the men, who had 
already been in prison for more than a month, should he held by neither side. ‘Their 
offence had heen committed against the laws of Muscat, and, if the Sultan chose 
to vonsider that they had sulfliciently expinted this offence, no more need be said. 

T could not persunde M, Cambon to nec Te 
would refer my proposal to M. Deleassé, but that he could not advise him to accept it. 
It would, indeed, for Parlisinentary and otlicr reasons, be out of the question that he 
should do so. Mis Bxectleuey te passe. 

T hegged his Excellency to remember that if M, Dele 
Parliamentary difficulties, we, too, had to think of the case which we should be 
able to lay before Parliament here. I was afraid that even the sotution which T had 
suggested would seem to many somewhat of a surrender. 

‘M, Cambon observed that our position in Museat and in Eastern waters was so 
strong, that we could well afford to make the slight concession for which he had 
asked, 

As he left the room L asked him, explaining that this was a personal suggestion 
of my own, whether it might not perhaps be arranged that the Sultan should, in view 
of the controversy whicli lind arisen and the decision of the two Govermnents to refer 
the issue to arbitration, inform hoth e prisoners, 
Sueh an intimation might, L thought, be gnition of the 
Vight of the Eroneh authorities to interest Uhomselyes in the matt 

M, Cambon repeated that nothing yould satisfy the French Government but 
some step which formully wecognized the right of he Bronch Consul to take charge 
of the men. 

1 subsoquontly sent hiy Excellency a private note, of which the inclosed is 
4 copy. 




























































Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOW 





Inclogure in No. 267. 
The Marquess of Lansitowne to M. Cambon, 


My dear Ambassador, Foreign Office, May 19, 1903. 

1 PROMISED that I would send you a short note of the substance of the 
communication which T made to you this afternoon, 

Tt was not contended by you that the men imprisoned by the Sultan of Museat 
have any vight under the Trraly of 18L4, but you explained that, in the view of the 
French Government, they wore ontitledl to French protection, niot under the ‘Treaty, 
ut in consequences of “their possession ef French papers or French fags. We 
understand that the Preneh Government is in possession of evidence which shows, 
primé facie, that these v entitled to uso French flags nnd French papers, The 
two Governments differ, however, widely in their view as to the extent of the 
immunity whieh such protection confers upon persons who may be entitled to it. 
In these cireumstances, 1 proposed to you that the Hague Tribunal should decide 
what priviloges the possession of French papers or French flags carries with it, and, 
inter alia, whether such privileges aro limited to the owners and captain of the 
how, or whether they could also be claimed by their families, their heirs, and by 
members of the ship's company. 3 

If arbitration is accepted, His Majesty's Government are prepared to advise the 
Sultan to release the prisoners, who might be required to give an undertaking to 
submit themselves horeaftor either to the Sultan or to the French Consul, according as 
the Hague Tribunal might decide. 

It would be part of the arrangement that tho French G: 

















































ament would give 
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to be entitled to fly the French flag. 


___Lhave, &, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 








India Office to Foreign Ofice-—(Received May 20.) 









Secretary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under- 
tate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 
‘with, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
iccroy, dated the 10th May, relative to the Seistan Arbitration, 


India Office, May 20, 1903, 





forwards 
from the 








Tnclosure in No, 258, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telezraphic.) P, 

SEISTAN : My telegram of the 24th Ap 
Colonel McMahon, reported that survey of country hetwreon ‘Takhte-Shah and Siah Kok 
Ind brought to light unexpected difficulty, which necessitated his personal inspeotion 
of country, and consequent postponement of announcement of Award, ‘Tho Persian 
Commissioners, on the ground that their instructions apply only to water disputes, and 
do nehude alveaddy-settled questions of hnundary, declined to accompany him, 
Owing to inaccuracy of existing maps, Colonel McMahon had great difficulty in 
locating Siah Koh, from which he returned on the 10th May, He proposes to obtain 
written statements from the Afghan and Persian Commissioners. Tt appear 
however, that, notwithstanding the information given to Sit A, Hardingo, and reported 
by him in his telegram of the 9th March, tho instructions issued 10 the Porsian 
Commissioners do not direct them to furnish such a statement. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 


May 19, 1903, 
gram, dated the 27th April, from 























No. 259. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received May 20.) 
(No. 71.) 3 
(Ivlegraphie,) PB. Tehran, May 20, 1908, 
PERSO-BELUCIL frontier sgetee 
ue following is the substan nisteuctions given to the Persian Com: 
vuissioner, which Cam sending to Colonel M’Mahion, in accordance with his request, 
After recapitulating the history of the Holdich Boundary Commission, and of 
the frontier which it fixed, they goon to say that last year, in accordance with that 
settlement, a custom house was placed at Mingawar by the Persian Government, and 
that an altempe was made by Captain Webb-Ware to provent this being done, and 
that a point on Persian territory was occupied by him. ‘That the British Government, 
onered him to withdraw from it, and at the same time proposed that w joint Come 
mission should be appointed with a view to clear up matters of doubt with regard to 
the frontier, 

___ Instructions are given to the Persiau Representative on the Commission to notify 
Lis appointment to the British Representative, but his duty merely consists in placing 
‘rontier pillars along the existing line from pillar 11 to Kul-i Malik Siah, and’ thonee 
'o Bundi Seistan, ie,, where no pillars yet exis 

All ground west of the summit of the Mirgawar range, which is the fronticr, ia 
Persian territory, as well as all ground adjoining the Ladis and Mirgawar Rivers, 

Confidentially and unofficially I hive learnt the contents of a secret. supple- 
twontary instruction, ‘This informs him that latest reports state that a fank has been 
































an undertaking that it will within a stort délay furnish the Sultan with a list of all 
persons who have reecived French papets, or are believed by the French Government 
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made by the British at Padsha, on Persian territory, and that they have appropriated 
43,000 yards of Persian territory: in the dried-up bed of the stream at the junction of 
the Mirgawar and Taleb Rivers. Instructions are given to the Persian Commissioner 
to sce that the tank or reservoir is secured to Persia, and that the encroachment 


described is rectified. 








No. 260, 









The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson. 
220. 
Sir, y Foreign Office, May 20, 1903, 
THB French Ambassador attended my usual reception to-day, and discussed with 





al matters of mine finportance, 
ve of our conversation he mentioned: to me 

M. Deleussé yesterday a full ace tof my conyers with hin 
added Chat ba was gotng to Pavia and probably see M. Dele 

T told his Excellency that [had very carefully thought over the obse 
Which he had mide to ake in regird to tho Museat affair, and I remained firmly 
Convinced that nothing wonkd induce. His Majesty's Government to consent to the 
furrende of the three prisonors to the French Consul, Twlded that the denn 
ad tu me the more anveasonabite, heeause Ll from the papers which 
fuppliod to as by the Governuient of Ludia that neh Viee-Consul ha 
only demancled the release of those persons, ME ‘aid that that might be so, 
Hue that what was ovidently intendad was that they should be released and then 
handed over to the F sithorl 

T then read to his 


tho Lith April, whick rus a follows — : 

"] Tern that anny the five Suis who have been, lodged in. the for, thres ane 
under Monch: protection. f bog, the , that you will be good enough to release 
thay Froch protéyes this very day (their names are Abdullah-bis-Khanis, Salim 
DineAbdullaty aud Khatnis-bineMularak), and T should be obliged te your H 
May you be preserved, ac sslnarn 


me sev 
‘owards the 





at he had sent to 
His Exeelleney 



























Sambon 
















ille’s letter to the Sultan of Muscat, dated 




























Tilso ealed his Excetleney's attention to the fact that, wecordingg to our reports, 
the French Commodore, erview with the Regent on board the 





Byonch man-of-war " Lnfernet, ‘of witnesses, asked for “the 
elev!” of the meni, atid Taal calited, 
Nither compliaice or that’ Tt seewed to me extraordinary that, now tha 
szested ander which tho prisoners were i 
rence teaubitration, of which both Powers approved in principle, the whole 
Heyotiation should be allowed to break down on account of this new demand—that the 
prisoners should le not tworely released, but handed over to th 1. 

THis Excelleney-appuently found some diffteulty: in meeting this a 8 
askoil awe to lat in take away with hina copy of M. Dorville's letter. With this T 
lally mupplied hina, anil after considering it he observed that it might perhaps bi 
fullicient ifthe Sultan were to make a Communication to the French Vice-C 
inforaing him, with voferenee ty the Vige-Consul’s demand, that His Highness 
decided to liberate the prisoners Ss : i 

T reminded his Excellency tat Thad made a somewhat similar suggestion to him 
yesterday: (see any despatch No. 226 of the 19th May), aud T saw no reason why a 
Zolution should ant he found in some such procedure as that which had apparently 
eurved to both of us, Lavkled that I thought the Sultan should in this case make an 

i tiou both to the French and British Consuls. 
fia that the French Government were not concerned with any 
iltan might make tous. What they eared about was that 
ion in a proper form. 4 
baby see M. Deleassé on Friday morning, 
t the result of his interview should be made 













wnt, wud 



























communication whieh 
the Rrenich Consul should reseive an it 

M. Canubon tol ane that he sbouldp 
sand that hie would endeavour to arrange ¢ 
Anown tome on that day 











Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 
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No. 2608, 


Indin Office to Foreign Office. —(Received May 20.) 
Sir, India Office, May 20, 1903. 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward, for Lord Lansdowne’s 
information, a copy of @ letter from the Government of India inclosing, for such action 
as may be considered desirable, papers relative to the seizure on the 12th March last, 
by the Seistan Customs Department, of certain supplies and camels belonging to the 
Seistan Arbitration Commission, 

Having regard to the statement of the attitude of the Persian Government in the 
matter contained in Sir A, Hardinge’s telegram No, 38 of the 13th March, and to 
M Naus’ explanation reported in Sir A. Hardinge’s teteram No, 39 of the 














21st March last, Lord George Hamilton would leave it to the Marquess of Lansdowne 
to deside if any further action is necessary, orf the 
closed. 





lent should be regarded as 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 260%. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilion, 


My Loni, Simla, April 28, 1908. 
IN continuation of his Excellency the Viceroy’s telegrams, dated the 2%n1 and 
25th March, 1908, we have the honour to forward, for such action as your Lordship may 
consider desirable, copies of the letters specified in the accompanying list, containing & 
report of the seizure and confiscation, on the 12th March lasi, and the subsequent 
by the Customs Department in Seistan, of certain supplies and eamels belonging 








to the Seistan Arbitration Commission, 


We have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T. RALEIGH, 
FG. LAW, 
R. BULBS. 
A. 'T. ARUNDE! 
DENZIL IBBET 








‘ON, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 260%. 
Colonel McMahon to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Camp Nad Ali, March V4, 1008. 

1 HAVE the honour to make the following report on an incident that occurred on 
the 12th instant, ; 

2. On the strength of information conveyed in your telegrams dated the 20th and 
28th February, 1903, regarding Customs” facilities and exemption from Persian 
Regulations prohibitiug export of supplies from Seistan, I sent twenty camels to fetch 
certain supplies, including flour, wheat, barley, and zhi, from the Seistan capital, w/ 
had been purchased for me there. Care was taken to send camelmen who were Bri 
Tndian subjects and to provide them with the paper of which eopy is inclosed. 

3. On return, this convoy was accompanied from Nasirabad by a man belonging to 
the Customs Department as far as Vilok, There, on the evening of the 9th, as they 
vere leaving Major Benn’s camp, the Customs Mirza tumed out a crowd of armed men 
and attempted to detain them, but eventually, on a remonstrance from Major Benn, 
(1617) . oP 
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allowed them to proceed to the river bank nearly opposite my camp, sending some fifteen 
men to prevent their being conveyed across the river. 

4. T wrote a letter of protest, copy attached, and sent it the same night to the 
Persian Commissioners at the Seistan capital, where they had gone for the “Td” 
celebrations. I allowed no effort to be made to remove the supplies from the river 
dank, but Major Benn, thinking we were in especial need of it, paid the customs duty 
on 4 maunds of ghi and sent it across the river. 

5. On the morning of the 12th | received information that the Customs Mirza had 
actually seized and confiscated not only the flour and grain included in the consignment, 
but also my twenty camels, He produced as his authority a written order signed by 
M. Maurice, and dated the 10th March, This order is in my possession and a copy is 
attached. 

6. 1 sent Captain Ramsay to go and ascertain actual facts, and he and Major Benn 
interrogated the Mirza, who showed them other orders from M. Maurice, copies of 
which Khan Bahadur Maula Bakhsh, who had accompanied Captain Ramsay, took down, 
Copies and translation are attached. No attempt was made to obstruct the Mirza in 
the execution of his orders, but the six camelmen sere instructed to remain with their 
camels, 

-” [ would invite attention to the spirit of M. Maurice's instructions to his Mirza, 
to the orders for employment of armed force, to the implied confidence in ready 
co-operation by the Yamin-i-Nizam, and especially to the directions about reporting 
with support of local evidence, any misconduct on the part of the British Consul. 

8, White this was occurring, a reply from the Persian Conimissioner's letter, 
dated the 11th March, to my protest of the 9th was received. T attach a copy. 

T wrote carly on the 13th to the Persian Commissioners, who had returned to 
their camp at Pokak (about 2 miles from the opposite bank of the river) vide my letter 
dated the 18th March, copy attached, I demanded restoration of the confiscated 
property: and camels and men, and a full explanation, 

10. A reply to my letter has now been received, copy attached. From this it 
will be’ seen that the Persian Commissioners have directed the restoration of my 
supplies® (excopt tlie flour and grain) of which they state the export is probibited, To 
void further trouble of this kind, Cam to get through them passes for supplies (not 
includiig flour and grain) from the Customs officer before loads are dispatched to me. 
Mis procedure with rogard to the stores already purchased for me and now lying in 
niall quantities in a number of seattered villages, is, of course, impracticable and doubtless 
meant to be so, 

11. T would invite attention to the references made to alleged misconiuet on 
the put of Major Benn, ‘These are easily explained by reference to paragraph 7 
above. 

12, ‘Phe whole ineilent atfords an instructive Mustration of the so-called neutrality 
of the Customs Department in Seistan, 

14. ‘The action, which the continued prohibition of export and the evident intention 
of the Persian offielals to wake use of Customs restrictions for incidents of the above 
nature have now forced upon ie, is being reported separately. 

141. A copy of this letter and inelostres (hoth in English and Persian) are being 
forwarded to his Excellency the British Minister, ‘Tehra 















































Tnelosure 3 in No. 


‘Tyanslation of a Paper given to the Camelmen, duted March 5, 1903. 


(Seal of the 
British Consilat 
Solstan,) 










THE bearerst of this are men who belon; ion of the British 
Goverment, It is therefore requested that no one should fi obstruct them. 
(Signed) R. A. E BENN, Majo 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Setstan 





Moreh 5, 1903. 






ay, HH. MeManox: 
with teouty camels 





+ ‘thse oni any entuels ata jens done aurevndtered by the Customs Mis 
+ Mohammed Vas, Sibdar, Jahaa Beg, Kain Khan. Harun, at lack 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 260%. 
Colonel McMahon to the Karguzar of Seistan and the Yamin-i-Nizam. 


(Transtation.) 
(After compliments.) 
IT has just been reported to me that some camel loads of supplies belongi i 
i P 1 0 0 ss belonging to th 
Mission have boen foreibly detained by a Customs Mirza at Milok, who bas fumed out 
armed men to sto their essing the river, I would be glad of a very early explanation 
ae eats proceeding, “Am 1 to understand that this has ben done with your 
You have already received a copy of the Customs Minister’ with my le 
net Breese py of the Customs Minister's order with my letter 








Inclosure 5 in No. 260%. 


M, Maurice to Mirza Ghulam Rasi 
Rotana faurice to Mirza Ghulam Raza, 
cas.) 
«: es _ Seistan, le 10 Mars, 1908, 
CONFORMEMENT A la loi, jfordonne & Mirza Golham Reza, employé des 
Donanes i Deh-Dost Muhammad Khan, de confisquer les charges de farine indigenes 
de biG ot Worge, ainsi que les chamnentxe transportant ces charges, qu'il a retonus 
ile. 





(Venacular Seal.) (Signs) J. MAURICE, 


Inclosure 6 in No. 260". 


M. Maurice to Mirza Ghulam Raza. 


(Uranslation,) 
f ACCORDING to ord 
which formerly used to be le 


- March 4, 1003, 
seosived from the Custom Ministry, the transit® deg 
; vied on carriers at the rate of 24 kranst por khavwar, 
have been remitted and abolished. ‘Wherefore T enjoin you AReo ARIST GARRET 
from any one in future, You should post. up on the door of your room the notice which 
has been written to this effect for the information of the public 

Should the “ Mamurs" (Agents) of the British Government (Commission) who 
are on the other side of the river wish to come into Persi jon should not: 
interfere in any way with theit work. According to orders, no customs dues should 
ho demanded on their baggaze§ and londs, 

Give similar instructions to your subo) 
it Milok, lest he should interfere, 

No more injunctions, 





























nates, particularly to the footman who is 





Inclosure 7 in No. 260* 


‘ M, Maurice to Mirza Ghulam Rasa. 
(Sranslatio 

LHAVE received your report and understood its contents, 

As regards the loails which the English Consul wished to export to foreign tevti« 
tory which you have stopped, you wrote to say that thers were nine londs, but tie foot 
messonger who has brought your letter says they are much more than this, and 
xa There are about forty lous, Tu any ease L write the following instructiony for 

Do net 
new ‘Tariff 
For instance, lev 


March 10, 1903, 

















the supplies on which no customs duty is levinble according to the 
them he exported, Levy ditty on those that are linble to duty. 
7 krans| per 10 “Tubrecz man" on clarified butter. First, aske 














* Rada + About 12 annas 


Ashinb wa barbs. 
Aluul 2 rupeess Ft Tabrece mat és f 


1) Taree ra 




























































































































send with them, 
so that we may draw up the proce 
attendants happen to sey any improper 

















Tevy duty on it at the rate of 14 krans* per 10 “‘Tabreez ma 
You should, of course, act a 





aril, and let it be exported. 














Tnelosure § in No. 260% 





 Mamury" of Hix Majesty the Shah of Persia tu the Chief of the Commission of 


the British Government. 
‘After compliments.) Pukak, March 11, 1 
YOUN esteemed letter, dated the Oth March, 
I Khan, to-day, the 11th March, at 
sary to yo yery hier 








Scistan, where we 
dly to see the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, Amir ‘Tuman, 





(rough Sardar 








Ohiet of the Custom-houses 
ply he has sent-us in 











in Seistan, and give below | 
On weevipl of « report from Mirza Ghulam Riza, an emp) 
Department, T hays 





4 te the local whi 
lied to export from Milok to Afghanistan 1 to 
at this wheateflour and grain belong to the Commission. ‘The Commission 

port to foreign territory merchandise whose 


‘-flour and grain 











ish Government 
export is forhi 





inf of the Commi 





y) that whenever they may 
gempted from custom 
1 oF go out of Per 
partment will not enforce 


written to the Cf 
wish to enter Persian ten 
sides this, every’ time they 
snnected with their Mission, the Customs D 
Customs Regulations.” 




















to understand that this action 
ven fully from the contents of 
ion was not at all taken with our kuow- 








taken with our knowledge or con 
the Customs Officer’s reply that t 














Inclosure 9 in No, 260%. 











Colonel MeMahon to the Kurgusur of Seistan anit the Yam 








March 18, 1903. 





eal the 11th last, 


ved your letter 5 
n eamolsloads of supplies belonging to this Mission by 


Customs Mirza 





Tat unable to accept the exphination which you liave given of this 








$= 1 Mabeecs pion = 60 the 
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sufficient, for the responsibility of improper action with regard to the property of this 
Mission by Customs and other officials of your Government must rest with you. 

Since I last wrote the said Customs Mirza, by written order of your Customs 
Officer, M. Maurice, which now haye in my possession, dated Nasratabad, the 10th 
March, the date on which you were also in Nastatabad has seized and confiscated the 
articles noted below — 














Articles | Js 















Tobacco 

















te Se 6 
Wheat-lour af 16 
6 

: 5 

a 1 

rst pa 

Gur (anrefined sugar) eet 7 Al 
: etd “ By 

















Clarified butter— | 
3 ee gs Temtg bap | 88: 






Woppas si ss 
Containing” wheat-ury cotton 
and Kit Dolo $8 enrol 





And also 20 of my camels, which Ind brought the same 
from Nasratabad, 








With the camels are the following six British Indian subjects :— 


Muhammad Yar, Kaim Khan, 
Sobdar. Harun, 
Jahan Beg. Baluch, 












T write to requ 
this Mission, and to 





n Government, 
sty the King of 





on wl 





h has been sent here by His Ma 





gland at the request of His Majesty the Shah, 














Inclosure 10 in No, 260%. 





“ Mamurs” of Hix Majesty the Shah of Persia to the Chief of the Commission of 
the British Government, 





mpliments.) March 18, 1903. 
WE have had the honour of if your esteemed letter, dated the 18th March 
last, regarding the loads of supplies stopped by the customs official. The Customs 
official Tas no obligation, except the carrying out of the orders of his Chief, In our 

on it would lave been better if the Consul of your Government, instead of 
manding the Customs Mirza, had sent beforehand to the Chief of the Customs of 
Seistan a list aud particulars of tho loads and obtained a pass. 

Tu any ease the Customs official has now been enjoined not to prevent (the 
sage of any of the loads of your supplics early tomorrow morning with iho oxcope 
Vion of two items of wheat-flour and wheat, the export of which is forbidden by clear 
onlers of Government, On the letter of recommendation which has been addressed 
to the Chief of the Customs, he may give w pass for the passage of the two items of 
Wheateflour and wheat, although according to the orders which have reached the Chief 
{ the Customs of Seistan, the matter has been fully explained and ought not to hiave 
Wy siugulanity. Nevertheless, the Chief of the Customs has been written to be very 

etul in future in matters concerning your Commission. As has been stated, 

Usi7] 3 Ft 
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however, it is necessary that hereafter a pass should be obtained from the Customs 
Department before the dispatch of the loads, Z : 

Tt is m matter of great regret that Major Benn, the Consul of the High 
British Government, instead of giving intimation to the Chief of Customs as required 
by law, should have severely and badly rebuked and threatened the Customs Mirza 











Tnclosure 11 in No, 260%. 


Colonel McMahon to Government of India, 





(Secret.) Camp Nad Ali, March 15, 1903 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 14th March last I have the honour to 
make a further report on the position of affairs regarding this Mission. 

2. ‘he continued prohibition by the Seistan officials of the export of flour and 
grain, and the fact that the Helmand River will commence its annual rise in the 
next few days, compelled me to decide upon taking my whole camp across the river 
at once into Persinn territory. I accordingly addressed a letter, dated the 14th 
March, to the Persian Commissioners, informing them of this decision, copy attached. 

3, Leonsider it necessary to place on record in fuller detail the reasons which have 
led to this decision, and which determined me to carry it out with or without the 
consent of the Persian officials, 

4, We have now been nearly two months in Afghan territory and for three weeks 
of that time have heen guests of His Highness the Ameer. Since the 24th February, 
when permission® to. purchase supplies for ourselves was granted by the Afghan 
Commissioner, we Jed in obtaining suifleient wheat for our requirements, 
Dut at faminot pric zhi, and other supplies are not obtainable, owin; 
the past bad season in this country, Fortunately the reserve of barley w 
from Quetta has lasted up to now, but our ghi 
Want of it is badly felt by the many to whom it forms a very : ‘ 
diet, ‘The Afghan Commissioner has gi ling and’ valuable assistance in 
Duying supplies, but the dein on this famine-stricken country h very great, 
so great tliat nothing but absoln ity would justi 

5, Thanks to our excellent relations with the Afghan off 
{il-feoling has been engendered on this matter. What might have 
Our relations been less friendly and cordial are not pleasant to cont 
iMustration of the length to whieh elforts to assist us even at their own 
Have been carried, T should note that the eayalry squadron composing part of the 
Afghan escort, provided by fis fighness the Ameer for this Mission, had yesterday 
to he sent back to ar owing to the impossibility of t ie men anil horses. 
‘Dhis mensiire was most ¢ ul to the have been carried 
out by the Akhundzada without great necossit 
fault with at Cabul, : 

6. [t has become very necessary therefore to get into Persian territory 
as possible, smd reliove the Afghan Side of the Helmand of its present burden. 

7. Ithns become still mors necessary to cross the Helmand before it begins its 
annual tise, We lind great difficulty in erossing the ri fashion the 19th 

Denia, Since then the Helmand rose in flood, and for a long time was absolutely 































to 
brought 
me time azo, and tho 
important article of 
























ance. 
Is and people, no 
ven the ease had 
As an 
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impassable fi nals except by swimming, which, though possible for horses, is 
attended by great difficulty: and risk in the ease of camels unaectstomed to river work. 


‘Yhe flood Ins now gone down, and the river is at about the level at which it was 
wwhien We eros 
any day now may tind us cut off from Pers 

8, It is not possible to complete wor! 


side of the rive 





ed it at Mashi, Tt is daily expected to commence its annual rise, and 





nn territory by an impassable river. 
connestedl with Arbitration from the Afghan 
alone, is Hoth portions south and north of the points where the 
ie from that hank — Not ony would 
in onter to. proceed onwards to 
commence t fer, we would have to-wait until 
the river fell the ond of the summer flood, « ‘period, the duration of whieh 
goomé as indefinite ae everything else cohucetat with tis historie stream, 




























* Before permission arrives from Cabol. 
+ Prices have nowe reached § rupees por maund of wheat 
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9, ‘The above is what I may term the physical aspect of the case, Tts political 
aspect is equally important, We have been just. a month on the Persian horde», and 
have not yet been met by the Persian Commissioners, Our remaining longer on this 
bank is damaging to our prestige on both sides of the river, On the Persian side it 
corroborates many disparaging rumours carefully fostered in Seistan, and it encourages 
the Persian officials to create incidents of the nature reported yesterday, which must 
in time lead to serious consequences, On the Afghan side it would lead from 
astonishment to misunderstanding. 'To show us the way to deal with the despised 
Persian, the Afghan might take to spirited action on his own account. Opportunities 
are not lacking for the Persians, either emboldened by our attitude, or acting under 
sinister advice, are commencing with armed villagers to irrigate debatable lands 
further down the Helmand. References mae to me on the subject by the Akhund- 
zadn have elicited the advice to let things be, that armed irrigation does not. prove 
possession, and that the Afghans may have cause to thank the Persians for so kindl 
watering and sowing Afghan lands, ‘This argument would no longer carry weight if 
the Afghans saw that arbitration was going to be a farce, They would assiurlly take 
matters into their own hands, and the instigation and blame thereof would be char; 
by the Persians to this Mission. Moreover, in dealing with Afghans it is not wise to 
rely upon an indefinitely long continuance of any particular frame of Fear of 
Cabul or orders from the Ameer, based on misrepresentations from the Akhundzada’s 
ill-wishers (like every Afghan Governor he has many) might easily and atany moment 
cause an inconvenient change in our present mutual relutions. 

10, To sum up, the risks to be faced by staying in Afghan territory are too many, 
and the advantages, material and political, to be gained by entering Persian territory 
are too important to allow of indecision during the very fow days in whieh action 
remains possible, I accordingly wrote to the Persian Commissioners yesterday 
acquainting them of this decision, and gave orders for the camp to enter Persian 
territory this morning. 

11 I received a letter late yesterday evening demanding me, in somewhat 
peremptory language, to at once discontinue the construction of the bridge (then 
completed) across the Helmand at this place, copy attached. This did not lead me to 
expect a friendly reception on crossing the river, but it did not affect my resolution 
to cross, 

12, To-day the whole aspect of the case has changed. While my eamp was 
starting this morning I received two letters from. the Persian Commissioners, copies 
attached, consenting to the entry of the whole Mission Camp into Persian territory, 
and exempting it from customs restrictions. ‘The orders of the Persian Government 
quoted therein are said to have arrived yesterday evening, I would call attention, 
However, to the ambiguous nature of certain portions of the suid orders, These will 

if the Persians persist in petty annoyance, give opportunities for foolish 
ion. 

13. My main camp has crossed to Pokak to-day, and it has beon arranged for the 
Persian Commissioners to give me an official reception at the river bank to-montow 
when [ cross myself, and for them to conduct me thence with due coremony to my 
camp. 

Tix The confiscated supplies, camels, and mon, referred to in my Report of 
yeatonday, have lten teatorell to mi tong’ in ull 

15, It may be asked why, things liaving turned out so. satisfactorily in. paras 
graph i2, I have dwelt so mich on the “its” and“ ands’ of parageaphs 1 to 10, 
Niy object has been to place on record the ombartassing and dangerous position in 
which the action of the Persian Government and their oficials, whether by accident 
or design, had placed this Mission at the conclusion of the first month (1th Febranry. 
to Ldth March) of arbitration work, 
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Tnclosure 12 in No. 260%, 
Colonel MeMaiwon to the Kargusar of Seistan and the Yamin-i- Nizam. 


(Translation.) 
After compliments.) Mareh U4, 1908, 
T HAVE received your letter dated the 18th March, 1908, from which it 
rs that the export of flour and wheat is prohibited even for the use of this 
ission. 
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annoyances on the part of customs 


‘Ro avoid this restriction, and to avoid the pet 
misly necessary for me to 


oflicials, which you appear powerless to prevent, it is oby 
exoss the river. i‘ 

Moreover, the river will begin to rise in a few days, and will soon become 
impassable for my camp and remain so for a long time, during which it will be 
impossible for me to cross in order to either complete my arbitration work, or com- 
mence the demareation of the Perso-Baluch boundary. 

My camp will therefore cross to-morrow, and I am sending Khan Bahadur Maula 
Baklish to you to arrange the details of my reception. 
























Inclosure 1} in No. 260°. 


the Shoh of Persia to the Chief of the Commission of 
the British Government. 





“ Mamurs" of Hix Majes 





(‘Hranslation.) 
(ae compliments ) rs __ March 14, 1903. 

NEWS has heen brought, and it has been verified after inqui 
orders, a bridge is being mad 
‘As, suid is approaching eomple 
The hearing and proving to be truc of this matter 
poyond measure, because the construction of a bridge across a river, which is | 
nie boundary between two territories, is only dependent on special permission, 
vo the honour to request you to kindly explain. If you hold written permission 
from the powerful Persitn Government for making this bridge, kindly send an 
attested copy thereof for our information. If not, Kindl to us clearly the 
yeason for your taking this step without the permission of jian Govern- 
ment, und without any intimation tous, so that we may know 

Werexpect nnd strongly hope that after receipt of this letter, you will at once 
order the work to be suspended, for whieh we shall be thankful. 
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Inclosure 14 in No, 260%. 


ty the Shab of Persia to the Chief of the Commission of 


Commission of Hix Ma 
the British Governm 









(Vranslation.) 
(After complinients,) 

AS wo ropeatedly 
waiting for the receipt of 
rewarding your avrival in 1 

sunset we 
of its contents, which only cone 


tion = fe 
vey. Montion verbally to. Major McMahon the expressions of the High 


sion Government, snd gi py thereof in writing. z _ 
Brith SL Na im for wikich should be defined will be this. ‘The 
ius pe Sewtan tind Afghanistan have been fixed at the time of the Goldsmnid 
jan, those boundaries and setilement should not be altered on any account 

i sanding the change of the course of the Helmund 
joverament, in their 


March 15, 1908. 
te verbally and in writing officially, we 
instructions from the Ministry for Foreign Afai 
vitory 
ived a telegram in detail. We quote below some 
4 your lougared Mision, for your further informa- 








prmnini 
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ditional on its not Deiye inany Ww 
ldsinid's Commission. 

As faras possible, give pe 
ish camp to eves (the frontier), 
nid anid assistiice. 


{f Major MeMahy 


ssion for supplies and. necessaries req 
‘aid do not restrain yourself in 











not in any 
Woy pravent his atfendapits from going about in the interior within the distance of a 


should wish to come into Persian territory, ¢ 








Y from the frontier. Similarly, if he should wish to 





farsnkh® ov si farsekly candi 








#1 forsale alae 4 wiles 
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pitch his tents and stay at any place, he will be at liberty to do so within a farsakh or 
4 farsakh and a-half, keeping’ this in view that the place may be near water. But, if 
Le should wish to go into the interior of Persian territory more than a farsakh or 
farsakh and a-half, he should not take with him all his party. ‘Twenty or thirty 
persons will be suificient. You should, of course, have regular and well-arranged 
cavalry, infantry, and guards yourself, and take every care to provide for safety and 
comfort in Persian tervitory. 

4, As regards his loads, whatever he has with him are exempted from customs 
dues, and should not be examined. Similar orders have been sent to the Director of 
Customs by telegraph. Such londs, however, as should be brougiit into the interior of 
Scistan, and are not with him should, of course, be examined in the Custom-house as 
usual. 

‘These are your instructions which have been telegraphed from both side 

Notwithstanding the fact that we would have been liable to be called to account 
if we had taken any steps in any work before the receipt of sufficient instructions, 
your justice can confirm that we haye not restrained ourselves in rendering any 
assistance that lay in our power. 

Now we have the honour to request that in any manner that may be in 
aceordance with the friendship, unity, and amity existing between the High Govern- 
ments of Persia and England, you will kindly aid and assist in carrying ont these 
instructions, which are the result of united action of, and have been conveyed, from 
both sides, 

We repeat and lay stress on our estimation of esteem beyond measure for you, 























Tnelosure 15 in No. 260". 
Commission of His Majesty the Shah of Persia to Colonel McMahon, 


(ranslation,) 
(After compliments.) 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the re 
the Lith instant, 

Although the receipt of fresh onlers from the Persian Government regarding the 
export of wheat-flour, wheat, and other necessaries has removed all diicul 
since you intend to come into Persian territory, we have the honour to stato that, 
whenever you may, wish, it is posible for you to come with all your attendants 
without any exception, and we shall show you every honour and render you every 
assis 


Pokak, Mareh 15, 1903, 
eipt of your esteemed letter dated 



























ce. 
Our kind aud respected friend, Khan Bahadur Maula Baklish, eame this morning, 
and settled arrangements for your advent and reception 








Tnelosure 16 in No, 26 





60". 


Colonel MeMahon to Government of India, 


(Confidential) Camp Pokak, March 18, 1908. 
_ _ IN continuation of my letter, dated the Lith instant, on the subject of recent 
nterferenen with the property of this Mission by the Customs Department, T have the 
honour to forward, for information, a copy of « letter, dated the 17th instant, from 
Major R. A. E. Benn, His Britannic Majesty's Consul for Seistan, reporting the 
substauce of a conversition on the subject with M. Maurice, Director of Customs in 
Seistan. 

2. M. Maurice's statement regarding the orders contained in the French 
telegram tend to corroboraie the opinion T had already formed that the deliberate 
iltempt which was made to tempt me into compromising action with regard to the 
Customs Department was dictated from ‘Tehran, 
us’ injunctions to his local officer must, as unde 
heen meant to especially apply to this Arbitration Mission, The reference to the 
possible use of force in exporting cereals must be held to show that urgent need of 
Sra by this Mission was anticipated at Tebran, and, further, thit the 

617] 3 Ft 














tood by M, Maurice, 
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employment, or rather complaints of the employment, of force in exporting them 
would be not unwelcome at ‘Tehran, 

4, ‘The above seems easy to understand, but what is more difficult to comprehend 

is what friendly object could underlie this desire to prevent this Mission getting 
without foree what it was expected it would urgently require, and, further, what 
justification had M. Naus and his neutral Customs Department in taking what 
cannot but be regarded as a distinetly hostile and unfriendly attitude towards this 
Mission, 
;. M, Maurice's statements may explain to some extent his conduct, but no 
attempt has been made to explain his extraordinary action in seizing and confiscating 
by force, not only our cereals and the seven camels which carried them, but thirteen 
camels which were not carrying articles, of which the export was prohibited, and 
when the export of the whole consignment, cereals and all, had been deferred pending 
ref in a correct manner through the proper Persian officials. On this point I 
fecl that I am. justified in expecting a full and satisfactory explanation from the 
Customs Department, and T would suggest that this explanation be conveyed to me in 
a public and suitable manner by the local Customs officer in Seistan. 




















Tnclosure 17 in No, 260*. 
Major Benn to Colonel McMahon, 


(Confidential) Sristan, March 17, 1903. 

IN connection with the recent seizure and confiscation by the Persian Customs 
Department in Seistan of certain camels and supplies belonging to the Seistan 
Arbitration Commission, T haye the honour to report, for your information, the details 
Of an interview T have had with M. Maurice, Director of Customs in Seistan, on this 
sub 
















2. In the course of conversation, M, Maurice explained to me that he was in 
yecvipt of most explicit onders regarding the export of cereals from Seistan. He 
Stat that ahont one month ago, which date would just about coineide with the date 
of your arrival on the Persian frontier, hie press” telegram in 
French from M. Naus, the Administrator-General of Customs in Tehran, calling his 
careful attention to the orders which existed regarding the non-exportation of wheat 
and flour from Scistan, and instructing him to report immediately by telegram to 
Tehran any attempt to export these cereals by force from the country. "In the latter 
case le was instructed to state the name of the offender and the exporter. It was also 
pointed out to him in this telegram that the prohibition regarding the export of 
cereals did not apply to Robs 

M. Maurice then remarked that, arriving as these onlers did just about the timo 
when you wore expected on the Afghan side of the Seistan frontier, it was only natural 
to assume that they were intended to apply especially to the Arbitration Mission. As 
result of these orders he had made « tour along the frontier, to establish a cordon of 
ceustoins posts on the banks of the Helmand. 

M. Maurice then stated that, shortly after the reecipt of this telogram in French, 
hu ind eestved another in Persian (both of whiel ie offers! to show: me if wishel), 
forming him that you would shortly arrive on the frontier, that he was in no way to 
interfere with your baggage on your entering Persian territory, and that he was to be 
“conciliatory” in his attitude towards you, 

‘Thus, Mt. Maurice explained, he vas, at the time of your arrival on the frontier, 
in possession, on the one hand, of most distinct aud explicit orders to prevent the 
export of cereals, and, on the other, only an ambiguous telegram of instructions “to 
‘co-opernte with you.” 

Tn these circumstances, . Maurice said he found himself in a most difficult 
position, sid he seemed desiro: « thronghont the interview for m6 to convey to you his 
dxpressions of regret, hoping iat you would wnderstand that he had been made the 
victim of circumstances 
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Tnclosure 18 in No. 260°. 
Colonel McMahon to Government of India. 


. Camp Khwaja Ahmed, April 8, 1908, 

LN continuation of my letter of the 18th March, 1903, I have the honour to 
\orward for information} copies of the 28th and 81st March, 1908, 

2, Further comment appears unnecessary. 

3. A small clerical error in my letter dated the 18th March, 1908, has just, been 
noticed. The opening words—«In continuation of my letter dated the 16th March, 
1908," should ‘be altered to “In continuation of my letter dated the 14th Mare, 
anos 





Inclosure 19 in No, 260%, 


Major Benn to Colonel McMahon. 
(Confidential,) March 28, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to invite a reference to my letter dated the 17th March, 

1908, to your address, on the subject of the confiscation by the Customs’ Department 
in Seistan of certain supplies and camels, the property of the Seistan Arbitration 
Commission, 
2. Yesterday I asked Captain Plunkett, my Assistant, to pay M. Maurice a 
friendly visit, and to endeavour, in the course of conversation, fo lead up to tho 
above incident. T instructed Captain Plunkett, in the event of M. Maurice offering 
to show him the two telegrams referred to in my above-quoted letter, to accept tho offer 
and make a note of their contents. ‘This Captain Plunkett was able to do. 

3. Captain Plunkett, in a note I asked him to write on the subject, states as 
follows :-—" M. Maurice then showed me two telegrams, ‘Tho first in French, was 
dated Tehran, the 20th January,* 1908, and addressed by M. Naus to Direotor of 
Customs, Meshed, and began as followa:—‘ Donner ordre formel Douane Soistan 
Sopposer exportation,’ ‘The remainder I cannot remember verbatim, but it was to tho 
effect that all exportation of grain was to be prevented, except that’ authorized to he 
exported to Robat, and that, if exportation was attempted by force (“par force”), procdxs 
verbal was at once submitted to Tehran. ‘The second telegram was of a later date and 
writen in Persian, and stated in vague germs that Major MeMahion | sg} would shortly 
arrive with a Commission on the Soistan frontier, and he was to be treated with all 
respect, and customs investigations dispensed with. 

4, It will thus be seen that the result of Captain Phinkett’s interview hns heen to 
corroborate in full the statements made by me in my Report on this subject. 






































Inclosure 20 in No. 260° 


Major Benn to Colonel McMahon. 
Mareh 31, 1903. 
L HAVE just received the following eyphor from Whyte :— 

“ Following from the Minister, M. Nans informs me that, under misapprehension, 
customs unwarned in Seistan, have stopped Benn from exporting supplies. for 
McMahon's Mission, He explained that fault lies with Persian Foreign Office which 
neglected to communicate to him or local customs arringements made here with me, 
and that he is telegraphing to above effect to M. Maurice, He says that there is 
friction between latter and local authorities who do not acquaint him with their 
instructions from ‘Tehra 

(Sent to India.) 


“Tt is difficult to understand how M, Naus reconciles this statement with his 
telegram of the 20th January to Maurice (seen by Plunkett) and reported in my lettor 
of the 28th March to you.” 




















° 





* Vide way letter No. 98M. Maurice told mo. that he had reotived this tel 
With Febrnary. Ik was no doubt detained in Meshed by: the Dinectorleneral 
dispatched #0 a to reach bere atthe tine of your arcival 








nt bere abont the 
Customs there and 
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No. 261. 


‘ India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 21.) 

(A. 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
y of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 

the Viceroy, dated the 19th May, relative to the establishment of a branch of the 

Imperial Bank of Persia in Seistan. 


India Office, May 20, 1903. 


















Tnclosure in No. 261. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic. P. India Office, May 19, 1903. 

YOUR telegram of Ist May: Proposed branch bank in Seistan. 

Please instruct Consnl in Seistan to aid Imperial Bank of Persia in securing 
immediate possession or option of best and most suitable promises for branch bank at 
Nasratabad. ungement has now been practically concluded with Bank for opening 
the branch. 








No. 262. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 21.) 
(B) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Soeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Sceretary, Simla, dated the 28rd April, relative to Muscat 
aifairs, 


India Office, May 20, 1908. 








Inclosure 1 in No, 262. 
Lieuienant-Colonel Kembali to Government of India. 


Bushive, March 7, 1908. 
TILAVE tho honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 

copy of a letter, dated the 25th ultimo, with inclosure, which L have recvived from the 

Political Agent, Muscat, giving particulars regarding the French cruiser “ Infornet.” 








ee eS 
Inclosure 2 in No. 262. 
Major Cox to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 
Muscat, February 25, 1908, 
T HAVE the honour to forward particulars of the French man-of-war that called 


at Museat on the 2lst instant. A copy will be duly forwarded to the Naval 
Commander-in-chief, East India Station. 





[1617] 3G 
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Information respecting Foreign Ships of War calling at Museat. 
Ne é De TL February 21, 1903. 
Deparare So Bay 24103, 
Nate i {TT EINRmet edt erver 
Reiss Pan anely oe Stal sheathed. 

Teinsges sae 

Rulers: 1 

Miniber dod doberptinstgene. x. 

eeescear aae itl 

Chie 10 show Bach 
cruier “Beyarin!” Built, 
Bordeane ;” horsepower, 
00, 


General remarks os to why come, whither hound, where 
‘ult, horsespower, &es 


P, Z. COX, Major, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Politicat 
Agent, Muscat. 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 262. 
Licutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 
Bushire, March 9, 1903 


copy of a letter, dated the 26th ultimo, with inclosure, ¢ 
from the Political Agent, Museat, giving particulars regarding the Russian eruiser 
“Boyarin,”” 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 262, 
Major Cor to Lirutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Museat, February 25, 1908. 
TAYE the honour to inelose particalars of the Russian cruiser “ Boyarin” that 
called at Museat on the 28rd instant. a aS ‘ 
A copy will he duly forwarded to the Nayal Commander-in-chief, Hast India 
Station, 


Tuformation respecting Foreign Ships of War calling at Muscat. 


28, 1903, 
24, 1900. 


re, wood 
‘Tonnage 
Number of eo 


Bight 1" 

Two 14" 

“Three machine, 

Cowie to. show dg with 

\twaarks oh to why comic, whither bound where) French ersiscr  Infernet.” 

hull, hseepower, Se. Built, Copenhagen horse= 
power, 18,000, 


P, Z. COX, Major, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Potitical 
‘Agent, Muscat. 


Number wud deveription of guns... 





207 
Inclosure 5 in No, 262. 
Lieutenant Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Bushire, March 9, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy of a letter, dated the 25th February, 1903,¢ addressed to me by the Political 
Agent, Muscat, reporting the proceedings of ‘the French and Russian cruisers 
“Tnfernet” and * Boyarin, 

‘Tho cruisers arrived in Bushire on the 28th February, and, after exchanging the 
usual complimentary eeremonies with the Local Government and the Erench aud the 
Russian Consulates, left for Koweit on the 4th instant. 

‘Tho Acting Russian Consul-General has gone in the “ Boyarin” to Koweit. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 262, 
Major Cox to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Muscat, Murch 28, 1903. 

I HAVE the honour to forward. of my letter, to the address of the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, on the subject’ of the visit of the Russian cruiser 
“ Boyarin ” and Russian Consu!-General to Muscat, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 262, 
Major Cor to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


(Confidential,) Museat, March 28, 1908. 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 25th February, T have the honour to 
submit, for information, some details of what passed on the return of the French and 
Russian ernisers to Muscat, 

‘The ships came back in company (as they started) on the 14th instant, the 
“ Boyarin'” bringing the Russian Consul-Cencral_ from Bitshire. ‘the fact and. dines 
of their exchange visits having heen duly reported in the weekly diary, I need not 
repeat them here. 

2. His Highness the Sultan, on hearing from the Commander of the “ Boyarin” 
on her first visit that they intended to bring their Consul-General_ from Bushive back 
with him, was, in the interval, considerably apprehensive lest the object of the Consul- 
General might be to force a Consul upon him for Muscat. Wo wind several conversa 
tions on the subject during their absence up the Gulf, and I repented to him verbally 
the views of His Majesty's Government as provionsly intimated to him, Eventuall 
Mis Highness left Muscat for a short change of air to Sech Birka, &e., thinking that, 
if they returned on the date which they had mentioned, they might thus miss him, 
Whether or not the French Consul or M, Goguyer had advisell them at Bushire of the 
Sultan's departure, I am unable to say, but in any caso their return was delayed a 
week, and by that timo the Sultan had retumed to Museat, 

8. His Highness visited the two Commanders on the morning of the 26th instant, 
and it is worth mentioning that, after the inspection of the ship was over, Saiyid 
Muhnmmad-bin-Saeed, the son of our good friend, the late Vazier Saiyid Saced, who 
formed one of the Sultan’s suite, was prevented by the Fronch Dragomin, Abdul Aziz, 
ostensibly at the instaneo of the French Consul, who with Abdul Aziz acted as inter- 
proter, from entering the Captain's cabin with the rest of the party when they retired 
there for conversation and refreshments, ‘This was, no doubt, owing to the fact that 

vid Muhammad-bin-Saced, like his father, is known to have leanings towards the 

ish. 80 far as T can learn, however, the conversation was confined to the subject 
of general polities, and nothing of special interest transpired, 

4, The Sultan informs me that, contrary to his expectation, the question of the 
institution of a Russian Consulate at Muscat was not specifically introduced at all, 


+ Not printed 
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i ian Consul 's visit to him, he (Saiyi 
but that, during the Russian Consul-General’s visit to him, he (S 
of making conversation, asked him if he was alone at Bushire, or liad any nt to 
avt for him while he was away, MP replied that te liad nof, and added: 
*Doos your Highness think it would | od thing if I had an assistant for 
Mesto and changed the subje 
not introduced in any w 
suggestion was made 
him a salute, but Iam 
idea for a minute. 


M n the Russian 
by the Vizier and others that, it would be 
glad to say that Hts Highness il not en 
‘Whe two erui independently. « : ae 
‘Tho Frenchman before her departiure was said positively to be going to Sur, but 
Rear his an d, the reason possibly ly that His Majest ship 





No. 


Indin Office to Foreign Office—(Received May 21) 
() oon vn s onts his complie 
Secretary of Siate i 
forwards herewith, for thie inf other 
a letter froin the Foreign Seer da . relative to th 
proposed demarcation of the Porso-Baluch frontier. 


Indin Ofice, May 20, 1907 


Inclosure 1 in No 
Colonel MeMalion to Government of Initia, 
{Dispatohed from Dathanilin Aprit 17.) 


(Rolegraphie. 
PLEASE wle 

inclosure to Nardi 

omission made t 

Persian Commissioners sire 

do not recos sity 


tion to 
ons of 
i line, and 


an Commission 
tL foresee little: prosp 
sn Bt Hight line 
16 terminal pillar on Kol ah, note a 
TE on esas Hea, bgt, ander. {he eiveutistaness, doubt possibility of obalning 
either small concession requived at Pad Comfortable margin round Roba 
‘Mhvns. vingiied 
(Addressed {o Simla. Repeated Foreign with Viewroy.) 


SSS ee 
Inclosure 2 in No. 268. 


Government of India to Colonel McMahon. 


(etegeaphic) Viceroy’s Camp, April 22, 1803. 
legram of the th April. i : ; 
We titerpreted Tolle highest point of the Kacha Koh, whieh he bad ie 
fs the fwe watershed, and vou should stand out first for the line up, the 
‘ahan River to Duzdap, au thence to Kobei-Malik-i-Siah, and, failing’ that, 


x i s true watershed. 
for the western range of the Koh, which follows true waters! 
or Addressed MeMahon, Seistan, Repeated Foreign, Simla.) 


—— 
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Tnclosure 8 in No. 263. 
Colonel McMahon to Government of India, 


[Dispatched from Dalbandin April 19,] 
(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegram of the 9th April. 
Existence of two Persian Commissioners greatly increases difficulty of satisf 
mutual settlement of Baluchistan boundary. Recent inerease of their mutual 
and distrust of each other renders both very difficult to deal with, even in matters of 
social entertainment, I strongly urge appointment of only one Commissioner, even if 
that one be Yamin-i-Nizam. My telegram No. 306 refers only to Arbitration 
Commission, 


(Addressed to Simla, Repeated Foreign with Viceroy.) 


April 15, 1903. 


Inclosure 4 in No 
Government of India to Colonel McMahon. 


(Telegraphic.) Simla, April 24, 1908, 
YOUR ictegrams of the 9th and 16th Apri 

Please explain why you would now prefer Yamin as sole Representative. If 
there are two, is there riot somo chance of getting one on your side ? It may involve 
delay, but that docs not seem to be of great moment. 


No, 264, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 21.) 


THE Under-Scerctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Tamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tary of Stato, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 20th May, relative to quaraitine arrangemonts in Persia, 


India Office, May 21, 1908. 


Inclosure in No. 264, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(olegraphie.)  P. May 20, 1903, 
RUSSIAN quarantine cordon. See Sir A. Hardinge’s telegram of the I3th and 
‘lth May. Movement of 300 Russian infantry and 500 Cossacks to Pulikhatun i: 
also reported in telegram from Consul-Gencral at Meshoil. I think retaliation 
necessary, in view of Russian reply regarding proposed abolition of cordon, and that 
Persian Government should be at once informed that as plague can enter Persia from 
other dinections besides Herat—for instanco, from Baluchistan (though at present 
Baluchistan is no more infected than Herat is, and has been since 1893)—it is ineum. 
‘bent on us to co-operate with Russia and to establish a quarantine cordon in Seistan. 
for the protection of Persia from any such risk, and that we propose accordingly to 
station a doctor with suitable escort in Seistan, that we claim for him recisely’ the 
samo advantages as are enjoyed by the Russians, and that, as long as the Russians 
remain at Lurbat-i-Haidari and Karez, we shall maintain our establishment in Soistan, 
Persian Government should also be informed that as danger of infection to Persia 
faust alays bo great whilst there is plague in Bombay and the maritime provinces of 
India, we reserve our right to send quarantine doctor and guards to any port in 
oe —- Tadeed, we may be induced to take early action, as local danger 
3H 
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already exists, cases of plague having been recently reported to have occurred at 

Bahrein. I feel confident that without some such retaliation as I have proposed no 

change will he effected in existing situation, By it our position in Seistan will at 

Joast be strengthened even if it dors not eause the Russians to remove their cordon. 
(Repeatced to Tehran.) 





No. 2 
Iudia Office to Foreign Office.-(Recetved May 21.) 


‘THE, Under-Secretary of State for India. presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information ‘of the Seeretary of State, copies of telegrams, 
dated the 20th and 21st instant, relative to the detention of His Majesty's ships at 
Aden, 

Copies have been sent to the Admiralty, 


India Office, May 21, 1908, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 265, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 
(telographie,) P. May 20, 1903. 

FOUL telegram of 10th, 

First intimation of recall of eruisers from Aden to Mediterranean reached me in 
Resident's telegram of 16th, Lam now informed that orders for their recall were issued 
by the Admiralty in consequence of message from the Naval Commander-in-chief on 
Hast Indies Station that he did not require assistance of vessels from the Medite 
Fanean, as the naval force at his disposal vas sufficient to enable him to deal with 
situation, 

(Ropented to Aden.) 


Tnolosure 2 in No, 265, 


Resid to Government of India, 
hie) Py iy 21, 1903. 
CREPARY of State's telegram of 20th, 
neo cruisers wore withdrain, there remain only two small vessels, of which one ix 
constantly at Berbera, T presume it is intention of Naval Commandersin 
in Station, to send other ships, 
(Repeited to Secretary of State anil Bombay.) 





No. 246, 


India Office ta Foreign Office. (Received May 21.) 
iN) 

(aN Undoreertary of Stale for Tua presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scerotary of State for Foreign Ailairs, and, hy dirvction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards lierowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Rosident, Aden, dated the 20th instant, relative to the Aden delimitation. 


Indin Office, May 21, 1908. 


Inclosure in No. 266. 


Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. May 20, 1903, 
TUNDERSTAND that Aden Roundary Commission's Report on Amiri boundary, 

as elucidated by local survey, with a map, and with the Commission's proposals, 

presumably in their final form, will be dispatetied to reach Aden about the 28th instant. 
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Referring to Secretary of State's telegram of the 16th instant, Colonel Wahab 
telegraphs as follons 


-c Commission's telegram No. 260. 

“je have advanced no claim to Kataba, nor ever proposed survey of watereourse 
north-west of it ;* 2 miles to the south-west of it the joint survey was stopped by the 
Turks. We have just completed alone general survey of whole Amiti country borders 
results will be traysmitted to England at earliest possible date, With regard to custom= 
house mentioned in my telegram No. 262,+ the Turks, while alleging that the matter has 


heen referred by the Wali to the Sublime Porte, are, meanwhile, building permanent 


» intending, no doubt, as in the case of their military occupation of 
fare and Jthaf last year, to settle the question by a fait accompli.” 


(Repeated to Secretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 


structure in its pla 
3 





No. 267, 
India Office (0 Foreign Office ~(Received May 21.) 


(Dd) 

THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 


the Viceroy, dated the 21st instant, on the subject of the French flag question at 
Museat, 


India Office, May 21, 1903, 


Inclosure in No. 267. 


Lord G, Hanilton to Government of India, 
(elegraphie,) P. May 21, 1908, 

FRENCH Ambassador, immediately on his return from Paris, had interview with 
Lonl Lansdowne on 15th, in which he demanded that the three prisoners claiming to be 
French subjects, in Museat, should be released at once, He enforced this demand with 
much enorgy, almost investing it with the character of an ultimatum, Lord Lansdowne, 
without holding out any hope of acceding to the demand, promised to consult the 
Cabinet. 

After discussion in Cabinet, he again had a conversation with French Ambassaior, 
to whom he stated that His Majesty's Government failed to understand how it could bo 
contended that an Arab subject of the Sultan of Muscat, who was able, by acquiring 
property in a French Colony, to obtain French fag and’ papers, could thereby: claim 
within Muscat territorial waters. privileges and immunities, apparently. for his: family 
aan ship's company as well as for himself, and could be supported in this claim by the 
French Government. 

F mbassador roplicd that it was not under the ‘Treaty of 1844 that protection 
med for the French flag-holilers, who were outside the ‘Treaty, but hecause they 
ench papers, and were entitled to fly the French flag. Th’ many cases they 

possessed these rights hefore the date of the Treaty, 

He was informed that Hix Majesty's Government would expect to be made fully 
acquainted with the evidence on which the Brench authorities had included in the list of 
their flag-holders the men who had heen imp ish and 
French Governments were widely different in respect of the privileges to he claimed by 
holders of flags or papers. While French Government maintained Uiat persons in this 

tion enjoyed, even in Muscat torritory and territorial waters, immunity from the 
Sultan's jurisdiction, His Majesty's Government had always held the contrary view, and 
lund supported the Sultan, whose contention in the matter was the same as their own, 
Tt was, however, Lord Lansdowne proceeded, the wish of His Majesty's Government to 
find some means of ending the present situation, and they accordingly proposed that the 
Hague Tribunal should decide what privileges could be claimed by holders of French: 
lags and papers, and, among other points, whether such privileges extend to families 
and heirs of holders of French flags, and’ to members of the ship’s company, or are 


* The expression use way“ While not advancing any cla to Katabay 1 proposed joint survey of both, 
sateroonren 


Costox-house somh of Sclat Kataba, 





212 


confined to the owner and captain of the dhow. If the French Government would 
‘accept arbitration, His Majesty's Government would be prepared to advise the Sultan to 
release the prisoners, who might be required to submit themselves, according to 
Actermination of the Hague Tribunal, cither to the French Consu! or the Sultan, ‘The 
French Government would undertake, as part of the arrangement, to deliver to the 
Sultan, within a short period, a complete list of persons holding French papers, or 
believed by the French Government to be entitled to fly Freneh flag. 

M, Gambon replied that he had little doubt that idea of referring question to 
Hague Tribunal would not be disapproved by his Government, but he held that the 
sine qud non of ‘my arrangement was that Sultan should first release the prisoners and 
hand them over to the French Consul. 
point was stated hy Lord Lansdowne to have been carefully considered by the 
Tis Majesty’s Government, though prepared to alvise Sultan to release the 
ners, could nol advise Uieir being handed over to French Consul, which would 
int to admitting tle justice of the French claims and the Megality of the Sultan's 
action, 

M, Cambon replied that it would he impossible for M. Deleassé to accept this, but 
suggested that it might be arranged that Sultan should hand over the prisoners to the 
French Consul, who might liberate them, or even go as far as to ask the Sultan to take 
charge of them on his behalf, 

But, Lord Lansdowne 
























Jining to accept this suggestion, he said he would refer 
Lord Lansdowne’s suggestion to M. Delvassé, but he could not advise its acceptance. 
Teappeared to him that they had arrived at an * impasse,” 

Tord Lansdowne concluded by asking, as a personal sugzest 
arrangement might not be agreed to hy which Sultan, in view of controversy between 
the two Goyernients and the decision to resort to. arbitration. might 
Consuls of his intention to rele ‘xoners, thus affording a sufficient rec 
the right of the French authorities to interest themselves in the matt 

‘he conversation ended hy M. Cambon repeating that only step sati 
French Government would be one that formally recognized French Consuls 
take charge of the men. 

‘Phe question now stands as stated. ‘The object of His Majesty's Gi 
find w solution which, without impairing Sultan’s authority or our position in Muscat, 
ean bo aecopted by Brench Government, This object will, to.a large extent, be effected 
by the condition which His Majesty's Goyernment will attach to any concession made to 

French Government, that the whole question shall he submitted to the Hague 
Hunial, the decision of which is likely te be adverse to the French Government, and 
therefore a considerable wilvantage to us, 

Please let me: haye your views as soon as possible on whole question, including 
following solutions, which have heen sugaested to me s— 

1, ‘That prisoners should simply be released by the Sultan on his own authority 
as having been sufficiently punished, This would deprive discussion of its practical 
character, aud ng we should lose the means of inducing the French Government 
to accopt arbitration, the general question of the French elaims will not be forced to 
decision, 

2, ‘Phat we should advise the Sultan to surrender prisoners to French Consul, the 
French Government undertaking that the latter will hand them back to His Highness 
for safe custody until Hague ‘Tribunal has given its award, 











whether an 









































































Tam nivised by the Admiralty that there is no necessity for recalling the eruisers 
that left Aden for the Mediterranenn, French ships at Muscat heing of small size an! 
strength, 
No, 268, 
Tudin Office to Foreign Office—(Received May 21.) 
(B) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram, 
from the Viceroy, dated the 21st May, relative to’ the French fiag incident at 
‘Muscat, 


India Office, May 21, 190 
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Taclosure in 





268. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphie.) P. May 21, 1903. 

_ MY telegram of 15th. Cox reports on 16th that Sultan of Museat excused his 
action to the French Commodore on two grounds: primarily, that the question was 
being considered between the British and French Governments, and, secondarily, 


ee he considered it desirable that Health Officer should be supported in the 
matter, 





No. 269. 


Sir E, Monson to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received May 21.) 

(Xo. 28, 

(Telegraphic) P, Paris, May 21, 1903, 
U RECEIVED this morning your Lordship’s despatches Nos. 317, 281, 2924 (in 

draft form) and 226, having reference to the situation at Muscat. 
T saw the Minister of Foreign Affairs yesterday, but although he had plenty of 

opportunity of doing so, he did not mention’ the matter tome. 
He observed that the religious debate in the Chamber might have ended in the 

fall of the Government, and I attributed his preoccupation to this cause. 


Public attention here does not appear as yet to have been attracted by the Muscat 
question, 











No. 270. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 21.) 


(No. 72.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 

MINT control. 

See my despatch No, 61 of the 25th April. 

‘The Imperial Bank has received an order from the Grand Vizier for the purchase 

of 165,001. worth of silver, the Chief Manager and Mf. Naus to arrange the terms, 
Russia is still pressing for making the coinage of silver a State monopoly, and this 
order is equivalent to. Mint Contract to the Imperial Bank to import silver to the 
above amount for its own account, expressed in such a forin as not to give occasion to 
recriminations hy the former. . 
_. The above arrangement, which is satisfuctory to the Bank, averts any dangor of 
injury to it in the matter of mintage for the next year. The 50,000, repaid to the 
Bank out of the loan of the 4th April will now be readvanced to the Persian 
Government on account current. 

I trust that your Lonlship will allow me to postpone for the presont: any strong 
language with respect to the negotiations or conditions of our late advance, which 
the Persian Government might deem harsh or unfriendly, in view of this distinct 
mark of goodwill on the part of the Grand Vizier. ‘The latter has been at pains to 


devise means of satisfying the Imperial Bank without occasioning a conflict with 
Russia, 


Gulahek, May 21, 1903. 

















No. 271. 


Foreign Uffice to Law Officers. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 21, 1903, 


HAVE the honour, by direction of the Marquess of Lansdowne, fo transmit to 
you the accompanying papers which relate to the protection afforded by France to 
how owners and others, subjects of the Sultan of Muscat, and natives and residents 
of Sur, in Oman, and to a claim recently advanced by the French Government for the 
Telease, on the ground that they are French protégés, of certain subjects of the Sultan, 
a. 


{1617) 
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who, having committed breaches of the Quarantine Regulations in force at Muscat, 
Wore detained by the Saltan’s authorities, and having subsequently eseaped from 
Tustody, were pursued and rearrested in the following circumstances (Papers 
Aand B): 

Wa the Sth April Inst five Arabs of Sur arvived at Muscat by a British mail- 
steamer from Bombay. ‘Three of them, who had paid second-class fares, were allowed 
ev thore; the other fro, who were deck passengers, being sent to a quarantine station 
oe ne niles from Muscat. Tn the morning it was found that all five had disappeared, 
the three second-class passengers having chartered a native craft and left for Sur, 

MMe Sultan sent his Quarantine Superintendent to consult his Health Officer 
(who is also the British y Surgeon) and Major Cox us to the course tobe 
pursuit, Bnally, at the Sultan's desire, Major Cox requested the Commander of His 
Majesty's ship “Perseus” to send hi ter after the dhow, which was over- 
taken in forritorial waters about Muscat, ‘The dhow was run ashore, 
Ail the Arabs, alter an attempt to escape over the rocks, were brought back to Muscat, 
‘AL the request of the Sultan they were kept for the might in the guanl-room of the 
British Consulate, and on the following day they were handed over to His Highness, 
who sent them buck to complete their fermi at the quarintine station, and annonneed 
his intention of proseenting them as soon as that term should expire. 

‘On Lie Lith April the French Consul addressed letter to the Sultan asking for 
tiie release of three of the five Arabs (the second-class passengers 1, 
who wore deseribed as under French protec The same time he wrote to Major 
Cox stating that, while admitting the culpability of these perso must protest 
against thei imprisonment’ on the ground that they were net under Major Cox’ 
jurisdiction, and asserting that the Preneh Consulate should have been informed before 
‘any action was taken, (Paper B, p. Lt) 

Major Cox replied on the sme day stating that he could not admit the title of 
the French Consul to addvoss him on the subject, as the matter was one which 
only coneorned the Sultan and his Health Officer, 

Gn the 12th April the Sultan answered the letter of the French Consul claiming: 

Hecht to punish any of his subjects for offences committed azainst 
jaw-within the territorial waters of Museat, and urging that it wa 

oxpodiont that the matter should be discussed in’ Burope by the British and French 

ddyornments rather than by their local Representatives. (Paper B, p. 15.) 
Thetruetions were sent to Major Cox to discourage any action which might 
athe looal situation during the visit of the King to Paris, and the Sultan 
nly left Museat for a time in order to axoid communication with the French 
During his absence, however, the Commodore in command of a French 
of war (the “Tnfernet™), which had arrived at Museat, demanded from the 
olont language, the tolease of the three Arabs, laying his sword on 
table and declaring * that it must: be cither compliange or that.” ‘The demand was 
Fenewed bythe French Commodore to the Sultan on his return, though in more 
iHfatory language. His Highness has refused. to reconsider his decision, and has 
‘rad throu Major Cox of the support of His Majesty's Government in the 
pean Tie has taken up, pending discussion between the two Governments in 

iurope. 

*; account of these incidents and of Lord Lansdowne’s recent conversations with 

the French Ambassador in yegard to them will be found in Papers (©) to (1). 

(On. pp. 16 to 18 of Paper (B) will be found duly attested statements of the five 
Arabs who broke qumantine, OF the three who claim to be French protégés, on, as 
they express it, © French subjects pure and. simple,” one is the owner of three dhowrs, 
Dwner ata house in dibuti, and possesses French papers which were granted to him 
fourteon years ago at that place. 

‘Tho second is the son of the above. 

‘tho third is“ nakoda” (ship's-master) of a bugia, owned by his cousin. He does 

«, and he has never been to Jibuti, but states that his cousin owns a 
house there, ni to protection apparently rests on the fact that the vessel 
owned by his eousin has been yranted a permit to fly the French flag. 

Tn the only ease, therefore, in which French papers are actually held they appear 
to have heen granted in respeet of house property at Jibuti, whiel: the owner Jets for 
frental, All three claimants state that both they and their fathers and families are 
hatives and residents of Sux, and that they have nover lived in Jibuti. 

Ihe other question referred to in the course of this correspondence is a demand 
made by the French Consul for satisfaction and compensation from the Sultan in 
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respect of the molestation of the dhow of a French flag-holder during disturbances of 
a purely inter-tribal character within the precinets of Sur—a claim which appears to 
be inadmissible, but which does not direetly affect the point upon which Lord Lans- 
downe is desirous of obtaining your opinion. 
Since the lutterpart of 1901 Lord Lansdowne has been frequently in communica- 
tion with the French Ambassador regarding the general question of French flag- 
holders in Muscat, and on the April, 1902, a Memorandum (Paper KK) was given 
unofli 0 | clleney, after consultation with the India Office, in which 
sitions were put forward on the main points of the question with’ the 
the concurrence of the French Government in the views expressed. 
as being those on which Lord Lansdowne 
0 greed, Was the following :— 
_ “Phat no right of protection on shore or in the tervitorinl waters of Museat 
is claimed by the French Government in respect of subjects of the Sultan of Museat 
hold papers, and that within the Sultan’s territory they are to be regarded. as 
subject to his ordinary jurisdiction,” Sm be = 
This view had heen already stated hy Major Cox to the French Consul, with the 
Pans pn aoe Hie Geveranent of India, as will he seen from the passages marked 
e India Office letter of the 25th Marel 902 (Paper J), vhicl emo~ 
in tho luda Oneal ih March, 1902 (Paper 3), on which the Momo 
No definite reply as, however, been returned to this communication. Mf. Ca 
has hitherto maintained that his conversations were of an unoflieial char tae 
iliat the Memoranda could not be accepted hy him exeept as unoficial records of 
yerbal communications which » himself and Lord Lansdowne, At 
jously contested until the 
iting, on tho bth 
¢ Oman 
ferred. by 
s carrying, 


z p 
the me, the view expressed above has nevor bi 


P sion, Indeed, the French Consul at Mu 
Mareb, 1902 (Paper L), that French officers 
subjects to French jurisdiction, and that they 
the Brussels Act—that is to ss; 
the French fla 
‘The present contention of the French Government, however, appears to be that 
Who are entitled to the use of the French flay cannot be arrested by 
rah they ve Ween, guilty of reach of the ordinary law within the 
ter y or territorial waters of Muscat, exce] vith notice to a e cone ct 
teritony 0 testo Hun, uxcope vil olles fan ti eoniirtnc of 
Such a li 


rd to this point, T am to invite your attention to a Report by your 
predecessors of the 4th August, 1808 (Paper P), the last, parg ah aetna 
expresses the opinion tha a Se ret 
“Every Government | ight to polive its own tervitorial waters, We cannot 
read iho Beonch Trenty with Muscat ab in guy Woy interfering with tal sgt” 
Also to.a Report dated August 1897 (Paper Q), in whieh the following passages 


quite clear that the [Vth Article of the ‘Treaty between France and Museat 
can only apply to persons bond fide in the service of French subjects. . . Nhs 
isa question, not for the French Government exclusively, but of the application of 
the clause in the Treaty, and it cannot be determined by’ the mere assertion of the 

ench Government.” 

,, ford Lansdowne has addressed a communication to the Preneh Ambusador 
(Paper 2), pointing ont {lat tise dhow-ownaes. ean seareely he claimed to be 
persons actually in the service of the French within the meaning of the Treaty, and 
roealling the statement of the French Consul of the Sth Mareh, 1902, aud the view 
suggested in the Memorandum of the 16th April, 1902, to which reference has been 


Specimens of the “titres de navigation” granted by the Brench Government to 
these dhows will be found in the Paper marked (M); nothing in them would appear to 
Justify tis present contention of te French Government, 

With regard to the legality of the grant of such papers it may be observed that 
Article XXXII of the Brussels Act (Papert) provides that author ity to fly the flag of 
owe of the Signatory Powers shall only be granted to such native yessels as sutisty the 





following condition :—Their fitters-out, or owners, must be either subjects of or 
persons protected by the Power whose flag they claim to fly.” There appears to be no 
reason for supposing that this is so in the ease of the dhows in question. Tt will be 
seen from Papers (N) and (Q) that His Majesty's Acting Agent and Consul-General 
was instructed on the Sth November, 1902, to exercise particular care in seeing that 
this condition in Zanzibar. 

But quit (0 list has yet been furnished either to 
the Sultan or to British offiee ‘5 entitled to fly the French flag, nor, even 
if the present claim is in any way admissible, does it appear that any proof was 
advanced by the French Commodore of the possession of French papers by the 
offending dhow-owners before preferring a foreible demand for their release. Indeed, 
it is apparently only in one of the three eases that such proof ean be advanced. ‘The 
French Ambassador has, however, stated that « list had been prepared for communica- 
tion to the Sultan, and was; in fuet, on the point of being communicated, containing 
the names of all those who, after investigation, were held by the Freach Government 
to be entitled to papers of protection for their dhows, and that the names of the three 
individuals now under detention appear upon that list 

Tam to request that you will take these papers into your conside 
fayour Lord Lansdowne, at your earliest possible conven 
the correctness of the view already expressed by his Lords! 
regarding the extent of the Sultan's autho 
Within the territorial waters of Muscat, as well us with 
you may have to make upon the subject. 











































tion and will 
(ce, with your opinion as to 
ipto the French Ambassador 

‘l_ dhow-owners 
observations whieh 




















I. SANDERSON, 








()) To Sir Ee Monson = 


a) I 
Hy September 19, 
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March 10, 1862, 
(1) Getioral At of the Brussels Conference, 1590 

(U2) Moniorandum by Str: Davison, 

(Vo) Treaty, Great Heitain and Moseat, 1891. 








No. 272. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received May 25.) 


(No, 267.) 
‘My Lord, Constantinople, May 16, 1908. 

WITIE reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 109 of the 15th instant [and to 
my despatch No, 264 of ‘the 15th instant}, [have the honour to report and to piace 
on record that the Council of Ministers decided yesterday that only 1 per cont. duty 
should be charged on exports, including, of course, eoffee, from the Yemen to Aden, 

Subsequently the Grand Vizier informed me, through Mr. Block, that instruetions 
hd been telegraphed to the Vali of the Yemen to this effect. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 
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No. 273. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 22.) 





Constantinople, May 18, 1908, 
ich No, 264 of the 15th instant, T have tle honour 





uation of my desp 
ort as follows : 
on receivit 
Mr, Fitzma 
west of the Wa 
Dhali. 
in rey 








Colonel Wahab's diary of the 5th-20th April, T telegraphed to 
to inquire whether the villages north of the Selat Kataba and those 
‘Tiban have heretofore been under the authority of the Emir of 


















Mr. Fitzmaurice says that these villages, as well 
mentioned in the Commissioners’ telegram No. 261, and the Haiki and Yubi vill 
have, except since the Turkish usurpation, been subject to the Emirs of Dhali for 
more than a century, and that this fact is Shown conclusively by authentic evidence, 
both oral and written, that the inclusion of Fagen implies a rectification of the frontier 
from something betireen two to seven miles, and greatly reduces the abuses of the 
‘Turkish customs authorities caused by their so-called suppression of smuggling ; and 
that Kataha was similarly under the Emirs. 

He adds that the Commission propose to renounce all claims to the Mares 
strict, which, with its forty villages, is of Yaflai origin, and consequently properly 
mprised in the radé of the 15th February last. 

Tt is evident from this telegram that the Commission are considerably extending 
the scope of the delimitation and raising claims and pretensions to territory, which has 
deen in ‘Turkish occupation for the last 80 years, 

T see no justification for this policy, which would end in dangerously weakening 
the authority of the Sultan throughout the Yemen or in a serious conflict with the 
Ottoman Government. Unless, therefore, the Commissioners’ dotailed Report and 
map, now on their way home, prove that these demands are absolutely necessary in 
order to secure a stable and’ permanent frontier, T sincerely trust His Majesty's 
Government will not support them, and. that categorical instructions will be given to 
our Commissioners to confine their claims and operations to the delimitation of the 
actual frontier as recently existing. 





agra, which is 















































Thiave, &. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 





No, 274, 
3. Cambon to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received May 22.) 


Ainbassude de France, Londres, 
Je 22 Mai, 1903. 

notre courant dont j'ai rend 

ois cident de Maseate 

par la mise eh liberté immédiate des trois détenus que nous consider’ 

protégés, mais il est nécessaire que cette mesure soit notifiée par le 

Consul en népouse A sa lettre du 11 Avril dernier, 

Mon Gouvernement est disposé 4 soumettre, ensuite, & Yarbitiage du Txibunial 

de La Haye, nos divergences dinterprétation de la Déclaration du 10 Mars, 1862, en 
ce qui concerne Vexercice du droit dle protection. 

Votre sinedrement dévons, 
(Signé) PAUL CAMBON. 


Cher Lord Lansilowne, 
POUR faire suite 
M. Delenssé, je. suis 
















8 comme nos 
ultan a notre: 











No, 275, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received May 22.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
orwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 11 
the Viceroy, dated the 21st May, relative to the French flag incident at Muscat, 


India Office, May 22, 1903 
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Tnelosure in No. 275. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P, 
IN continuation of my telegram of to~ 
Lord Lansiiowne had @ further conversation with M. Cambon, in which he pointed 
out that nothing more than the release of the prisoners had been demanded by the French 
Consul in his letter to the Muscat Sultan of the 11th April, cr by him or the French 
Commodore in their subsequent personal interviews with the Sultan, and that no sugzestion 
had heen iwade of the prisoners being surrendered to the Consul. In the end M. Gambon 
a written. communi y the Sultan to the French Consul, 


India Office, May 21, 1908, 


1 of the release of the prisoners, would be sufficient, and he promised to 
mit this proposal to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Lord Lansdowne observed that 
t 


e Sultan follow procedure he should make an identical communication to the 
British Consul, ‘Yo this the French Ambassador replied it did not concern the French 
Government whether the Sultan made a similar communieation to the British Consul or 
not. 

‘The procedure suggested, which we consider mi cepted by us and recom. 
mended to the Sultan without loss of credit to him or to ourselves, seems to afford a 
satisfactory solution, His Highness. will have succeeded authority 
‘within his own dominions by the imprisonment of the offenders, success will 
he have resisted first the threats of the French Vice-Consul, and then those of the French 
Commodore. ‘The prisoners will have sullered a term of imprisonment fairly commen- 
sunute with their offence, and the Sultan wil? have finally sed them of his own free 
will, consenting to this act of clemency only ov receiving an assurance from the French 
Government agreeing to dispose conc by arbitration of this troublesome question, 
the settlement of which they have 40 long evaded. 

Clearly, as the controversy, though referring to matters of comparatively. trivial 

portance, has reached a stage which might become acute at any moment, it is most 
desirable that some means for its termination should be discovered. 

Pending receipt of a written engagement, which we shall endeavour to obtain from 
the French Government to refer the question to arbitration, the prisoners will he retained 
by the Sultan, But when this engagement has been obtained we think that the Sultan 

iuld do well to release the men iuimediately, and have them sent to Sur, and that be 
suld inform the French Consul and ours that he has done so. If he acts thus, the 
cncl will be debarred from questioning the language used in His Highness’ communi- 


ease telegraph to me your views as soon as possible, I suggest that the Sultan 
might rite to the French Consul as follows :— 


“fF understand that the question whether three of my subjects holding French lags 
‘are exempt ftom my jurisdiction is to be referred by the Goveraments of France and 
Great Britain fo the ‘nrbitration of an impartial International Tribunal. ‘his is most 
sitisfictory to me; but the definite decision of the ‘Tribunal may not be delivered for 
some time: 

“hree of my Suri subjects alleged to hold French flags and thereby claiming 
exemption from my jurisdiction, were imprisoned by me on (date to be inserted). As a 
satisiactory: means has been found for determining the question of principle, T do not con 

der the further imprisonment of these men necessary. I have accordingly ordered. their 
releuse, but have taken from thent an engagement that whea the question of jurisdiction 
in their ewe has been decided by the Arbitral Tribunal, they will surreader themselves to 
the authority declared to have jurisdiction.” 





No. 276. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Foreipn Office, May 22, 1903. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 18th instant, Lam directed by the Marquess 


of Lansdowne to transmit to you a eopy of a despatch from Lis Majesty's Ambassador 
at Constantinopie,* reporting that, on learning from the Resident at Bushire that 


+ Nua 





No, 275. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinges 
(No. 51) 
(elegraphie.) P. 
RUSSIAN quarantine cordon in Khorasan. . . 
With reference to the telegram from the Viceroy of the 20th instant, His 
iesty's Government propose to defer taking a decision on the course to be adopted 
until receipt of the text of the Russian note. 


‘nveign Office, May 22, 1903. 
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Yusuf Bey had taken up his appointment as Mudir of Wakra, he immediately made 
representations to the Grand Vizier on the subject, and was assured by his Highness 
that the Turkish Government had no knowiedge of the appointment, and that Yusuf 
Bey would be recalled. 

ir N. O’Conor states that he will insist on the fulfilment of this promise, but 
that if it is thought that Yusuf should not be allowed to remain at Wakra, even for a 
short time, and Colonel Kemball considers that his removal under pressure exercised 
by a British man-of-war could be carried out without © to local difficulties, 
ie sees no objection to such a course being taken. 

It will be observed that Six N, O'Conor’s despatch was written before the receipt 
of Lord Lansdowne’s telegram No, 108 to him of the 13th instant. 

Tam to request that the Secretary of State for India will favour Lord Lansdowne 
with his observations on Sir N. O’Conor’s suggestion as to the possible removal of 
Yusuf Bey from Wakra, 




















Lam, & 
(Signed) . 1, SANDERSON. 





No. 27. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 22, 1908. 


” | HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 2ist_ instant, 
20th May, in which his 








: Z telegrams No. 
and No. 65 of the 16th instant, before deciding, in conjunc! 
State for India, what steps should be taken by His Ma 
matter. 

Phe text of the note may be expected to reach the Foreign Oflice on or about the 
ist instant, 


> of the 13th instant, 
n with the Secretary of 
*’s Government in the 









Tam, & 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDIN 








1B. 








No. 278. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received May 28.) 


My Lord, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, May 22, 1903, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 15th instant, forwarding a 
communication from the India Office to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, 
with reference thereto, to signify the acceptance by the Imperial Bank of Persia of the 
terms recited in Sir H. Welpole’s letter of the 3rd April, and further elaborated in the 
resent letter of Sir A, Godley of the 12th Ma: a maximum subsidy of 1,500/. 
for a period of five years, that maximum being reduced by the amount of any net 
profits actually made by the branch in each year. ‘The expression **net profits” mean 
the profits atter the deduction of all ordinary expenses, including interest at the rate of 
5 per cent. per annum on the capital allotted to the branch, which is estimated at 10,0004, 
for a commencement, to be increased if required, 

1 would further observe that until the extreme heat has abated it is not possible to 
send an Bnglish officer to Seistan, nor has the telegraph line yet reached that distance from 
Meshed, ssume that the Indian Government desires the branch of the Bank to open 
at Nasratabad, and in order to forestall probable competitors it would be advantageous 
possible, to eng: 
‘ailable for the 






























the British Consul at Nasratabad be instructed by telegraph, as far a 
on behalf of the Bank, without any avoidable delay, the best prem 














Purposes of the Bank and dwelling-house, and ifno suitable house be procurable, to take over 
the best site on which to build. 
office in the native bazaar, while for the residence of th 
adjacent to the British Consulate, 
instructed to engage and place in uniform two or three 
of the Bank, which will thus notify to all the world. th 


‘will doubtless meet the wishes of the Secretary of State and the 





‘or banking business it will be necessary to have an 
ser we should prefer a site 


ich obliged ff the Consul be 





Farther, 1 should 











T do not apologize for 
matters, as it is most advi 
‘only person who 
poliey of the British Gos 


of the Foreign Office in these preli 
mediate action, and the B 
n carry out suécesstully the intentions of th 











he Bank in pursuance of the 































Inia Offce to Foreign Office (Received May 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State 
Sccrotary oF State for Poreign Alf 
forwards lierowith, for the 
a otter from the Porcign Scerotary, Simla, dated th 
flag incident at Museat. 


Indiu Office, May 


is compliments to the 
ection of Lord George 





information of the S 





th instant, relative to the French 














Inclosure Lin No. 















Major Cox to Government of India. 

















tion of my letter dated the 1Sth instant 
have the honour to forward the following furt 
y of a Totter nddressod to His 11 
dated the Tk Ap 
isked Captain Lothbridy 
maintaining the fact that the 


anul subsequent telegram, 
er papers for information :— 





that it might str 
ement of the five Suris, P 








neh flag-holders and 











¢ business of the Health Officer to 





the Sultan's suvh 













in which, at the Sutlan’s 


2 As T informed Govern 
ined in onc of the forts, the French C 
h his Boreign Office, and ha 
duce him to release thy 





Arabs were cor 
frequent: communications Wi 
n to endeavour to 

them to the French Consulate, 
of the Sultan's advise 
cnlisting their sym 
and work upon his timidity 
the past Week, His Highness has received fron 
Arabic handwriting of ML Gogu 

poet of a debate whic! 





nsul has been exchanging 
s paid three personal visit 
ag-holders, or to deliver 
most_Francophile 

id Badr-bin-Saif, and 
‘They in turn have done their best to talk the Sultan over 
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that he had seen a 
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don the strength of 
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he statement quoted 
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paper” was merely the reproduction in English of one of M. Goguyer's contributions 
to the “Novoe Vremya.” ‘The Arabic version of what passed in the Chamber, which 
Goguyer had put into the hands of the Sultan, was, I need hardly say, freely manipu- 
lated to suit the present situation. ‘The fact of the “annexation” statement havin; 
been made by an English paper was particularly impressed upon His Highness, an 
in that part of the debate dealing with the question of the French flag-holders, there 
‘were skilful interpolations of Goguyer’s own, directed chiefly against the British 
Consul and enlarging on the measures which the French were prepared to take to 
protect their interests and those of their flag-holders, 

As far as one can judge, however, by his outward bearing, the Sultan remains 
quite firm in the matter, and assures me that, at his several interviews with 
M. Dorville, he has given him no other answer than that which he gave in the first 
instance, namely, that the confinement of the five Suris was purely a matter of 
quarantine administration, and that he did not see his way to release any of them, 

‘At the same time, he is in a very anxious frame of mind, and, knowing him as T 
do, it is a little difficult to me to be certain that he can have been interviewed three 
times by the French Consul without hedging somewhat, and discounting the possibility 
of ultimately being left alone to settle accounts with the French Government as best 
he can. The Government of India will, I think, agree that in view of the very 
limited and uncertain degree of support which his interests have received during the 

ast three or four years from His Majesty's Foreign Office in directions where they 
have been especially impaire in the matter of the French flag and tho non 
suppression of M. ~ there would be little ground for surprise if such a 
contingency came to pass, 

. I fully realize that it is particularly unfortunate that the 
question should have occurred just before His Majesty the King's visit to Paris, but 
that can hardly be aseribed to any fault of the Sultan or myself, and L urgently hope 
that, as soon as the visit has been brought to a close, the Government of India will 
see their way to press for the speedy settlement of the whole question, including the 
present incidents, and will see that the Sultan's interests are duly safeguarded, If they 
are not, Lam convinced that our own interests in these waters, which we can little 
afford to attenuate at the present time, will sulfer to a greater extent thin His 
Majesty's Foreign Office perhaps realize, having regard to the comparative unimport- 
ance int themselves of the incidents which from time to time bring the matter into 
prominence. Postponement of the issue now will simply mean that the Sultan will 

obliged to trim, and will thereby weaken his own position, and, further, that 
M, Goguyer and his supporters in Paris will have time to force M. Deleass6’s hands by 
means of newspaper agitation and misrepresentation of the facts, 

4. The aged fathor of the French Dragoman, Abdul Aziz, having died suddenly, 
the latter obtained a few days’ leave to proceed to his home, and M, Dorville has 
consequent: his departure for Sur. It is possible, too, that he is awaiting the 
arriyal of a ship, but I have no information on that point. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 279. 


Abdulla-bin-Salim-al-Hamoodeh to the Sultan of Muscat. 





(Translation.) 
(After compliments.) Muharram 7, 1321 (April 6, 2908). 

T HAVE received your esteemed lotter and understood its contents, With 
reference to the claim of the French Consul in connection with the recent incident 
between us and one of the Jennebeh, you are well aware of the fundamental custom 
(as to levy of tribute) jprsvallng amongst the Arabs. 1 have not demanded (from the 
tribesmen in Sur) anything in excess of my right due. 

With reference to the question of the Khor (Sur ereek), my authority over it has 
been in existence from ancient times until now, and there are certain niles and laws 
attached to the enjoyment of the use of this creek which are known to one and all. 

‘his is as plain as the day to any person in his senses. Your Highness is xlso 
perfectly aware of the fact. 

How is it, then, when you are fully cognizant of all the circumstances, you did not, 
act and speak on my behalf and refute the French Consul's claim, especially secing 
that I never do anything to displease you? 

Reverting to my action against the Jennebeh, it was not directed especially 

[1617] au 








































against them, still less against the particular possessor of the French flag in question, 
who complained to the French Consul; on the contrary, it was a measure applied 
‘against all the tribes (who use the creek). 

he incident of the French flag was entirely the fault of the owner of the vessel 
ho purposely put his bugla in the way of being interfered with, simply in order to 
zet a pretext for complaining to the French Consnl and getting him to interfere. 
Lor the rest, your Highness is the hest judge as to what answer to give the Freneh 
Consul. 
Tam sending a lotter to him herewith.* 




















No. 280. 






India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 23.) 





TILE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 22nd May, relative to the Persian loan. 


India Office, May 28, 1903. 











Inclosure in No, 
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Government of Initia to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Welegraphie,) May 22, 1908, 
SED telegram from Sir A. Hanlinge of the 20th May 
Commercial Agreement between Russia and Be 

Getobe 1901, and. the wo Governments hiaye doubt 

fime past the classification of the Bu 

of the Mohammerah Customs, we 
ment with Russia, some previous 









was signed so long ago ns 
s been discussing for a long 
ux. In view of fact of transfer to Ar: tan 
raid that, under clause 5 of the Persian Agree 
nrangoment may be arrived at, making it still more 
difficult for Persia to accept our inteypretation of the phrase “ Fars and Persian Gulf? 
We doprocato any further delay iu delining this phrass, We think thatour Minister at 
Melvan should at once commence discussion with Persian Goverament under eorre- 
sponding clause of our Ageeement. Persian Government cannot pretend to be 
ignorant of our interpretation of Customs of Fars and Persian Gulf as including those 
of Molinmmerah in face of Mr. Spring Rico's note of March 1900, approved. by Lord 
Salisbury in despatch of the 10th May, 1900, to whieh document Sir A, Hardings 
might well refer in his communication to the Persian Government. 

(Hepeated to ‘Tehran,) 

















































No. 281. 








The Marquess of Lansdowne to M. Cambon, 








Your Excellency, Foreign Office, May 23, 1903, 

HIS Britannic Majesty’s Government and the Government of the French 
Repubiie, having mutually undertaken by the Declaration of the 10th March, 1862, to 
respect the independence of His Highness the Sultan of Muscat, and being desirous of 
coming to an agreement for the settlement of questions which have arisen as to 
permis granted to certain subjects of the Sultan of Muscat to fly the French flag on 
hoard their vessels, an as to the privileges and immunities which are conferred by 
these permits, the following points have heen agreed upon between us as the result of a 
friendly discussion and e: e of views :— 

1. The Government of the French Republic have undertaken, within a reasonable 
delay, to fi His Highness ¢1 vultan of Muscat with a list of all persons who are 




















* Norm —The Sultan says he should have stipped this 
rte to he Franch Chom but Adull's wesengorstupily delivered i the Frosch Conaate, or quveit 
Toone of the French Gonsti's servants befons he could get hold of bin. His Highness presusies that bis 
reply was to the same effect as that given to himself. a ne 










































in possession of such permits and properly entitled to any privileges which may result 
therefrom. 

The Government of the French Republic have further undertaken that no 
fresh papers of this nature shall be granted to subjects of the Sultan of Muscat who 
are not ulready in possession of them. 

3. ‘The to Governments agree that all questions which either of them, or the 
Sultan of Museat, may desire to raise with regard to the naturo and extent of the 
privileges and immunities to which the holders of such permits are entitled, shall be 
referred to arbitration in accordance with the provisions of the Convention for the 
pacific Settlement of International Disputes, signed at the Hague on the 20th July, 
1899. 

‘4, Tn consideration of the arrangements thus arrived at, His Britannic Majesty's 
Government undertakes to advise His Highness the Sultan of Muscat to liberate at 
once the three men now imprisoned at Museat for breach of His Highness’ quarantine 
Inws, who are asserted to be entitled to French protection, and to intimate his decision 
to this effect in an official letter to the Viee-Consul of France at Muscat, in reply to 
the Vice-Consul’s letter of the 11th April, 1903. 

Tshall be obliged if, in acknowledging the receipt of this note, your Excellency 
will recont officially the Agreement which we have concluded on behalt of our 
respective Governments. 

T have, &. 


(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 































No, 282, 






‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson. 





(No. 240.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 23 

WITH reference to. my despatch No, 229 of the 20th instant, recording my. 
conversation with the French Ambassador on that day, respecting the three mn 
imprisoned at Museat for breach of quarantine laws, whom the French Gov 
claim as French protézés, I have to inform your Excolleney 
M. Cambon on the 

Tasked th Erench Minister’ to call uyon 1 told M. Geoffiay 
that 1 was h disposed. to settle the 
difficulty which had avisen in « manner which seemed to us both reasonable, 

T thought that the agreement at which we were prepared to arrive should be 
recorded 1 document covering the main points at issue, aud T handed to hin, 
for M. Cambon's consideration, the of whieh 1 is inclosed.f 

M. Geoflray told n ward it ai ance to M, Cambon, who was to 
return to London to-morro 10 would reevive it, before his departure. 

Tt. was arranged that M. Cambon should call upon me at 12.0n Monday. 

T observed to M. Geoifray that it might be desirable ifthe Sultan of Museat should 
prefer such a course, that the men on obtaining their release should give an undertaking 
that they would when ealled npon submit themselves to the jurisdiction of His Highness 
or of the French Consul, acoording to the decision of the Hague Tribunal, 
however, I said was not an essential feature in the arran, 
thought the point might well be reserved for the opinion of the local autho 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 

















id instant, of which 1 copy is ineloseil 
th 
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No. 283, 






Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreiyn Office, May 23, 1908. 

WITIT reference to my letter of the 16th instant an previous correspondence 
relative to the trial at Hodeidah of the pirates captured by His Majesty’s ship 
“Harrier,” I am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of 
a despatch from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople on the subject.+ 





+ No. 274. t No. 281. $ No. 208, 














a4 


Sir N. O'Conor suggests that in view of the unsatisfactory result of the trial, and 
the refusal of the Turkish Government to act summarily in the matter, the British 
nayal authorities, in whose charge the captured dhows still are, should be authorized 
to dispose of them, 

Tam to request that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will favour 
‘Lord Lansdowne with their opinion on Sir N, O'Conor’s suggestion. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' ‘T. H, SANDERSON. 





No, 284. 
Sir A, Haridinge to the Marquess of Lansidowne-—(Received May 24.) 


(No. 73, 
(ich ney P, 


Gulakek, May 24, 190: 
HE application by the 


ately mentioned to your Lords 
referred to in your telegram N nal one which formed the subject of 
‘our recent telegraph n the Grand Vizier was informed 
hy mo that Tis Majesty’s him no as ice then the 
‘ount current, and he is in treaty with 
count current, "He will probably come to 
us again should the lnttor refuse the money or ask for politieal conditions. Tn (h 
ease Twill endeavour to carry ont the wishes expressed by the iy, but 1th 
it will be heat not to show any ¢ him with the money. 1 propose 
the following course ind 0 the strong views of the Viceroy with regant to the 
definition of the expre ars and the Gulf,” and unless T receive contrary orders 
from your Lordship, I shall earry it out. 
iext—the day we have fixed for exchang 
T shall send in @ note to the Pe 
Tam now preparing, stiting that 1 have learued from His Majesty's Consil-G 
‘ut Bushire that the Customs of Arabistan have heen separated from those of Fars, 
that on the i. Nous, [have informed your Lordship that 
this step. ence of administrators, but. that I have 


e Custonis of Mohammerali or other ports in 

eof the Russian lowns from whieh the engagement 

nment in 1897 exeludes them, 

us informs me that the with Russia is still 

{hie does not bel pr several months, as the Russian 
Minister relors every point to St. Petersburgh, He promises to communicate to me 
the Russian draft in about ten days, together with a countersdraft which he is 
preparing to the tntest Russian proposa 


Sir N. O'Conor fo the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received May 25.) 


(No. 270.) 

My Lord, Pera, May 18, 1903. 
IN continuation of my despateh No, 262 of the 13th instant, [ have the honour to 

roport that the Grand Vizier sent mea mossuze on the 16th instant to the elfect that 

he had informeit the Minister of Justice that the sentence passed on the pirates at 

Hodvida was inadequate, and should be revised, and that the dhows should not be 

restored to their owners, but should be destroyed, as T had domanded, His Highness 
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said that he could not, on his own initiative, quash the decision of a Tribunal, but he 
was sure that his instructions to the Minister of Justice would have the desired 
effect. 

In reply, I gaye the Grand Vizier and the Minister for Foreign Affairs to under- 
stand clearly that, if there is a miscarriage of justico in this case, the British naval 
authorities will no longer be able, out of deference to the Ottoman Government, to 
hand oyer the pirates they may capture for trial in a Turkish Court; and I also 
warned them that, if the dhows in question are not destroyed by the ‘Turkish 
authorities, His Majesty’s Government may authorize the British naval authorities to 
burn them, 

‘The Grand Vizier, whom I saw this afternoon, further informed me that he had 
‘ordered the depositions to be sent here as soon as possible, that the pirates should be 
detained in prison and the dhows held in custody. while the judgment was being 
examined, and that the dhows would be cither confiscated or bunt, but in no caso 
returned to their owners, 

T told his Highness that, under these circumstances, I would refrain from advising 
that the dhows should be burnt by our naval authorities. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N, R, O'CONOR, 


No. 286, 


Sir N, O'Gonor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 25.) 


Go. 28%) 
fy Lord, Constantinople, May 19, 1903, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 264 of the 15th instant, inclosing paraphrase 
of a telegram from Mr. Bitzmaurios, in which he states, inter ali, that Avab levies in 
the employ of the Turkish custom-house had killed an Amivi and wounded two others, 
T have the honour to report that yesterday I made representations to the Grand Vizier 
on this subject, and urged the expediency of withdrawing the customs post to a point 
further off. 

His Highness replied that, according to reports received from the Vali of the 
Yemen, local feeling tan very High in consequence of the concessions recently made 
by the urkish Government, and it was difficult to calm it all at once, ‘the Vali 
declared that he was doing all that lay in his power, and begged for a little time to 
use his influence over the natives 

T told His Highness that, if incidents such as this occurred again, while the Vali 
was wasting his efforts on the natives, they might have sorious consequtences, and that, 
in any ease, it would be better fo remove the eustoms post to some less ojectionabe 
place. 

is Highness took note of my remarks, and said that he would telegraph to the 
Vali in their sense. 
Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) NR, O'CONOR. 


No. 287. 
Sir N. O'Conor 0 the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Reccived May 25.) 


(No. 291, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Per, May 20, 1908, 

‘THE Minister for Foreign Affairs told Mx, Block, in a confidential conversation 
on the 18th instant, that the Russian Ambassador had pressing him to obtain 
authorization from the Sultan for a“ scientilic expedition,” consisting of some ten ov 
twelve persons, to visit Van, Diatbekir, Mossul, and Daglad, for the purpose of making 
archivolowieal and geographical surveys, and to study the country,’ 

AM. Zinoview said that his Government found difficulties in carrying out the 
project of @ railway through Persia to Bushite, owing to the pooriess of the country, 
to the sparseness of the population in the districts to be traversed, and he thougit it 
might be found more suitable and advantageous also to the Porte that line should be 

aM 
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Duilt through Turkish tevritory in connection with the Caucasus railways; the Russian 
Government, he added, would not be likely to require a kilometric guarantee. 

‘Tewfik Pasha said that he gave no encouragement to M. Zinoview; he told him 
thot the Sultan would never consent, and pointed out that the Germans had already 
yot their Concession for the Bagdad Railway ; that a scheme such as he indicated 
would probably rouse the opposition of England, and that the Sultan would be averse 
to raising so delicate a question with these two Powe 

In reply, M. Zinoview observed, Comment done, vous vous méfiez de nous?” and 
added that, as the expedition did not propose to start fill June or July, there was still 
time to approach the Sultan. 

Tt is diffienlt to gauge offhand the political importance of the Russian 
Ambassador’s remarks, or to say whether they are to be regarded as a concrete 
proposition or merely as'a tentative proposal, showing the compensation which Russia 
may require as a set-off to the Bagdad Railway Concession 

intelligence is interesting, however, in so far as it indicates that the ramour 
ian railway through Persia, abutting on the Persian Gulf in the neighbour- 
Bunder Abhas, is unfavourably regarded at St. Petersburgh, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 






































hood of 








No, 288. 





Indie Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 25.) 
PHIE Under-Secretary of State for Tn 
Secretary of Btate for Poi 
forwards hen 
from the V 
mont. 


India Office, May 2%, 1908. 


ia presents his compliments to the Under- 
and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
with, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
ceroy, dated the 24th May, relative to advances to the Persian Govern- 

















Tnolosure in No. 288, 


Government of India lo Lord G, Hamilton, 





(otegraphie.) P. May 24, 1908. 
T DISPATCHED my telegram of tho 22nd May before receiving Hardinge’s of 
provious day, My views veminin unaltered, 
ited to Tehran.) 














No. 289, 


India Office to Foreign Office. — (Received May 25.) 





evotany of Slats for Tia presents hs compliments to the Under 
ate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
with, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a tolegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 23rd May, relative to tlie Seistan arbitration. 


Tnilia Office, May 25, 1908. 











Inclosure in Ni 





Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 

(Hedogemphion P May 23, 1908. 
OVERNMENT of India have been asked by British Minister at Tehran, on 

hehalf of Pers mment, to obtain from Colonel MeMahon explanation of 

reasons for visiting Siakoh Fandon. I have repeated to Sir A. Hirdinge 

of the 19th May, stating these reasons, aud suggest that he should reply to Persian 
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Government in accordance with it, adding that Colonel MeMahon’s instructions and 
terms of Royal Commission justified his proceedings ; that when British Government 
was invited by the Mushir-cd-Dowleh’s letter to Mr. Des Graz of the 22nd July, 1902, 
to intervene, it was for purpose of defining Perso-Afghan boundary in Seistan as well 
as to settle water disputes, and that British Government has to consider the claims of 
Afghanistan as well as those of Persia, 
‘The entire boundary in Seistan, and not merely the question of local water rights, 
n the Arbitrator’s Award, and it is desirable that this should be 











will be dealt with i 
understood by Persian Government. 
(Repeated to ‘Tehran and Seistan Commissioner.) 








No, 290, 


India Offce to Foreign Office.—(Received May 25.) 
(c) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by divection of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards licrewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 22nd May, relative to the French flag incident at Muscat. 


India Office, May 25, 1903. 








Inclosure in No, 290. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 
(Welegraphic.) P. 


LORD LANSDOWN! 
telegram of the 21st May, 


India Office, May 22, 1903. 
'S proposals to M, Cambon, explained in my second 
Tiave heen accepted! by ‘Freuch Government,” ‘This ta 
satisfactory, When an Agreement has boon signed on behalf of the two Governments, 
embodying all the terms of the settlement, I will again communicate to you as to the 
mode in which the arrangement should he given effect to at Muscat. 

















No. 291, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No. 53.) A 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 26, 1903, 
PERSIAN Loan. 





With reference to the telegram from the 1 May. 
Great importance is attac! jesty's Government to the inclision of 

Mohammerah in the term Fars anil the Persian Gulf,” but we leave to your discretion 

ile proper moment for the discussion of this formula with the Persian Government, 


Viceroy of India of the 22nd May. 














No. 





2. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to -M. Canbon, 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, May 25, 1903. 

I HAVE liad the honour of receiving your private letter of the 22nd instant in. 
reference to the Muscat incident, ‘ ‘ 

T gather from tliat letter and from the conversations which have Intely taken 
jlaco hetween us, that there is no substantial difference of opinion between the two 

question at issue, 

esty’s Government have, therefor 
ighness the Sultan of Museat to li 
imprisoned nt Museat for breach of His TL 
sserted to be entitled to French protection, and to 











through the Government of India, 
at onee, the three men now 

ness’ quarantine laws who are 
imate his decision to this effect 
At Muscat, in reply to the Viec- 















iu an official letter to the Viee-Consul of Franc 
Consul’s letter of the 11th April, 1903. 
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Tn order to ayoid future misunderstanding, it has heen agreed between the two 
Governments that all questions which either of them may desire to raise with regard 
to the nature and extent of the privileges aud immunities to which the holders of 
Fronch flags or papers are entitled shall he forthwith referred to arbitration, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Convention for the pacific Settlement of 
Tnternational Disputes signed at the Magu on the 20th July, 1890 

have, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 

















No. 293. 





‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to M. Cambi 


My dear Ambassador, 


Foreign Office, May 25, 1903, 
‘THLE Tndia Office have s 


nment of India that the release of 
tho three men might be cond an undertaking that they shall 
‘surronder themselves again for further judgment cither to the jurisdiction of His 
Highness or to that, of the French Consul, according to the decision of the Ii 
‘Pribunal, whenever that decision has been renounced, 

Such an undertaking would obviously prejudi 
the Sultan, ‘This point is, howe 
on tho spot, 














neither your claim nor that of 
one which can most conveniently be disposed of 








Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 











‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E, Monson. 





No, 241.) 

Foreign Office, May 25, 1908. 
th the French Ambassador to-day upon the subject of the 
wottlement of the Musca nt. 

T found that there was no substantial difference of opinion between his Exeelleney 
and myselas to the manner in which the questions at issue might be disposed o 

Wo liad somo discussion with rogard to the form of the documents in which the 
agrooiont, arrived at might be recorded, and we eventually exchanged the notes of 
Which copies are attached to this despateh.® 




















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 206. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 





. Foreign Office, May 25, 1908. 
I HAVE received your despatch No, 60 of the 25th ultimo, informing me that 
M. Nans has consented to the permanent re-establishment of the custom-house at 
Shuster as well as of that at Awaz. 

I have heart with satisfaction of the suecess of your representations to thie 
Persian Government in regard fo this matter. 

‘Phe contents of your despatch are being communicated to the Euplirates aud 
ris Steam Navixation Company, 











Tam, &e. 
ed) L 





JOWNE. 





* Now. 





ud 209, 
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No. 206, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 25, 1903. 

I AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a 
despatch from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran," relative to a suggestion which has 
Deen made ihat the staf of the Indo-European Telegraph Department between ‘Tehran 
and Bushire should be reduced on grounds of economy. 

Sir A, Hardinge points out the strong objections which exist, on political grounds, 
fo any furtlier reduction of the number of British officials in Southern and Central 
Persia, and forwards a despatch from His Majesty's Consul-Genoral at Tspahan, 
expressing a similar opinion, 

Lord Lansdowne concurs in the view taken by Sir A. Hardinge, but he would be 
glad to be favoured with any observations which the Secretary of State for India may. 
have to offer on the subject. 











Tam, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 





No. 207, 
Foreign Office to Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 25, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd March, Tam directed by the Marque 
of Lansdowne to inform you that he hos received a despateh, dated the 25th ultimo, 
from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, in regard to the arrangements for the colle 
tion of customs duties on the Karun. 

Sir A. Hardinge reports that he again called 
arguments stated in your letter of the 23rd February in favour of the establishment 
of a custom-house ai Shuster aswell as at Ahwaz, and that Mr, Naus has now con 
sented to the permanent re-establishment of » custom house at the former phic 

‘Mic effect of this decision is to restore the old custom-houses both at Aliwaz aud 
at Shuster. 

















attention of Mr. Naug to the 











Jam, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDING! 


SSS 


No, 298. 





Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received May 26.) 


Sir, Admiralty, May 28, 1908. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
herewith, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of despatches from 
the Senior Naval Officer, Red Sea, with inclosure, relative to the visit of His Majesty's 
ship “Harrier” to Hodeidah in connection with the trial of pirates captured in the 
Red Sea, together with an extract from the remarks of the Commander-in-chicf, 
Mediterranean Station. 











Lam, &e, 
(Signed) ' EVAN MACGREGOR. 


98. 





Tnolosure 1 in No. 
Admiral Sir C. Domvile to Admiralty, 


(Extract) |, May 9, 1908, 

TN submitting these final letters from Commander ‘Tower, reporting his 
proceedings, I would bring to their Lordships’ notice the excellent work done by him 
in the suppression of piracy in the Red S 





* No, 229, 


[1617] aN 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 298. 


Commander Tower to Admiral Sir C. Domvile. 


Sir, 





Harrier” at Hodeidah, April 26, 1903. 
IN continuance of my Letter of Proceedings, dated the 13th instant, I have the 
honour to report that I left Perim on the Lith instant for Kamaran, and on arrival 
there the following day, I pid off No. 2 dhow immediately and sent her to Aden. 

2. On receipt of your telegram, I left Kamaran on Saturday, tho 1Sth instant, with 
three prize dliows in tow, at daylight, and with much difficulty sueceeded in bringing 
them to Hodeidah, they being in a very leaky on. 

3. I arrived ‘at Holeidah the same day, and, after visiting the Governor, 
immediately took steps to press on the trial, and caused the prize dhows to be beached 
with permission from Turkish authorities, 

4. I personally attended the preliminary trial, on conelusion of which on 
Saturday, the 25th instant, I learnt that the trial must be indefinitely postpoued, the 
‘Vurkish authorities summoning many native witnesses from the coast and inte 
th mee given in preliminary ‘trial. As it must be some 
w nes can possibly appear, and as some of them are not I 
telographed to you my 87 and 3 (scrial No, to 
sent my 37 to you at Malta incase your fla; 
wait your instiuetions by telegraph. 

5. Tam sending Lieutenant Plowden to Malta by m: 
and am retaining Lieutenant Hon, Leves 
required for the further trial of pirates. 

6. Tho weather is very hot, mid-day shade temperature 03° 
ship's company continues satisfactory, 



































ly to be found, I 
you when absent from Malta), having. 
hip should have left Naples, and I now 














steamer with this despateh, 
ower pending your instructions, lie being 











but the health of 


T have, &e. 
igned) OYRIL TOWER, 
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Reit Sea Division. 








Tnclosure 8 in No. 298. 


Commander Tower lo Admiral Sir C. Donvite, 





Sin, “ Harrier" at Suez, May 2, 1908. 

IN continumee of my Letter of Proceedings dated the 26th ultimo, Uhave the 
Honour to report tliat on reeeipt of your telegram No, 26 T left Hodeidah for Suez, 
attiying this mi and shall proceddl to-day for Port Said and Malta, 

2. Hofore leaving Modeidat, Toft Lieutenant Hon, William S. Leveson-Gower 
and the necessary witnesses quartered at the Consulate, to await the conclusion of the 
trial of the pirates, which may he over by tho Sth instant should the necessary native 
witnessnes staumoned trom the coast and interior he forthcoming, 1 attach a cop, 
of my onlers to Lietitenant Hon, W 8, Leveson-Gower for your information and 
‘approval. 

3, 
































wild T not find 
Senior Oilicer’ 





0 of His Majesty's ships stationed at Port Said, T am 
‘shox underseat in the care of His Majesty's Consul at that port. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) CYRIL TOWER, 
Commaniler and Senior Naval Officer, Red Sea Division. 





Teaving the 





Tnclosure 4 in No, 208. 


Menioroudtum to Lieutenant Hon, W, E. Leveson-Gower. 








idah in your 
al dhows, aud with the courtesy of Lis 
Britannic Majesty's Viee-Consul, they will be quartered at the Consulate, 

2. T have placed them on conspensation so they will vietual themselves, and they 
have leon paid up to the 30th instant, inclusive, 

8. On the comple 


three ADs, one-maying, and one interpreter at Hole 
i 


1AM leay 
charge to ayait the final trial of the pi 











on of the trial, yon will request the Viee-Consul to engage 
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passages to Aden, and to acquaint the Senior Naval Officer, Aden, at the same time, 
hy telegram, the date of your probable arrival, and also to request Senior Naval 
Officer, Aden, to pay for these passages. On arrival at Aden, report yourself to Senior 
Naval Officer, and request him, on my order herewith, to arrange passages {0 Malta 
for the three seamen and marive, to Port Said for the interproter (where he will report 
himself to Senior Naval Officer, Port Said), and to England for yourself, and further 
request Senior Naval Officer, Aden, to advise Port Said and Malta of their departure 
and probable date of arrival. 

4, As regards the prize dhows, which aro now beached at Hoileidah, be guided by 
the Vico-Consul as to whether you place one of your seamen to watch over them in 
addition to the guard already placed hy the Turkish authorities. 

5. Be particularly careful of your men’s dress and behaviour, and that they do 
not appear in the streets or Consulate improperly dressed. 

6. You will Le careful to sign any. papers in connec! 
which may be necessary, before leaving Hodeidah, as the Vi 
to transmit them to me. 














om with the trial of pirates 
e-Consul has been requested. 








(Signed) CYRIL TOWER, 
Commander and Senior Naval Offcer, Red Sea Di 
“ Harrier” at Hodeidah, April 27, 1908, 











29: 


M, Cambon to the Marquess of Lansito 





— (Received May 26.) 


Ambassude de Fvance, Londres, 
Cher Lord Lansdowne, Te 25 Mai, 1903, 

FAT regu votre lettre de ce jour m’informant des démarches que vous aves 
prescrites quprés du Sultan de Mascate en yue d’assurer li mise en liberté des trois 
protégés Frangais dont le Consul de France a réclamé Vélnvgissoment, Je yous 
remercie de cotte communication, et j'ai Phonneur de vous confirmor la déelaration 
contenuc dans ma lettre du 22 Mai, relative 0 Varbitrage sur Vinterprétation de In 
Déclaration de 1862. 

Mon Gouvernement accepte 
toutes les questions relatives i In nature on la portée des priviliges ou tnmu 
revendiqués par es propridtares, les capitaines, ou les équipnges des boutres munis de 
patentes Frangaises, Un compromis entry les deux Gonvernements déterminera ces 
questions, 

Je profite de cette occasion pour vous faire connaitre que, conformément 2 ce que 
Je vous ai dit & plusieurs reprises, mon Gouvernement  fiit. procdder A In revision de 
Toutes les patentes déliveses aux boutricrs, ct qu'il est disposé A vemettre au Sultan do 
Maseate dans un bref délai la liste de nos prot 

Cotte liste sera compléiée au fur ct A mesure de la rontece des houtres en co 
mioment en mer; jfajoute, comme je vous l'ai déj dit, qu’ t pas dans les intentions 
de mon Gouvernement de délivrer A Vavenir de nouvelles patontes de protection. 

Votre sinedrement dévous, 
PAUL CAMBON, 

















































India Office to Foreign Ojfic.—(Received May 26.) 


Sir, India Office, May 20, 1908. 
1AM directed by Lont George Hamilton to acknowledge rweeipt of your letter of 
22nd May, inclosing a report of Sir N. O'Conon’s communications with the!Curkish 
Government with reference to the reported arrival of Yusuf Bey at Wakra, 
In reply, I'am to inclose the draft of a telegram which, with Lord Lanstlowne's 
<oneurrence, his Lordship proposes to send to the Government of Indi. 
an, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
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No. 301. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 26.) 


OO om Undor-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorefary of State for Foreign Affairs and. by direetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of ary of State, copy of g telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 25th May, relative to the French flag incident at Museat. 


Inilia Office, May 26, 1903 


Inclosure in No, 301. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


Y. May 25, 1903 
‘nuation of my telegram of the 22nd May, Tam. glad to say that Lord 
‘mally necepted by the French Government. 
{have undertaken that the Sultan should he advised to 
iid the Bronch Government have 
ARSE igaiels vet right to grant their flag 
ities and privileges 
lta ts, and of the extent and munities and privi 
iby the grant-on tho veelpients, "Tho Ereneh Government also have unde 
en {lint a list of thelr flag-holders shall te furnishes, and that no mori 
granted till the Wribunal has deeited, 9 
Tres Sultana eon uniaTeM on, tS renal Conant of his intention that the 
Peiwoiers shall he solved must be tn reply to the Consuls letter to him of the 
L1th April last, and shontd follow the Lines su ted in ny onl telegram of the 
21st May, As to theconelud M. Canon his heen informed 
tlt the point might best he settled Ine ould the Sultan demur we would not 
press it, 
he fo 





No, 902. 


Indie Office to Foreign Office (Received Muy 20.) 
(P) ur Undor-Seerstary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Mflairs, and, by divection of Loxt George Hamilton, 
forwords herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a tel 
Tian the Viceroy, dated the 25h May, relative to the Brench flag incident at Mu 


India Office, May 26, 1903, 
Tnelostire in No. 30: 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphies) _P. A na ag 35,1009. 

AVI'LIT reference to the incident at Muscat, Cox appreheuds that the release: ol 
the prisoners befor the expiry of their sentence will disappoint the Sultan, and be 
objected to by him; but, s, that if this is « condition of ows support Sultan will 
Tiave to comply. Cox, Nowever, presses stronily that the “ Infe sil was sent 
to cooroe the Sultin, should be moved from Muscat as a condition precedent to the 
release. If not, the worst possible effect will, in his opinion, be produced, as the 

ase will Le Athibnted to the action of the shipof-war. “Our ships might, if 
necessary, leave’ Museat simultancousty. In the Sultan's letter Cox proposes that 
after thé Wvords “subjects who Hold French flags" the following words: should! he 
inserted, viz. “together with the whole question of the French flag among my 
Subjects.” Ina letter Cox reports that the Broneh Commodore, in his interview with 
the Sulian on the 15th instant, used most overbearing language, and distinetly 
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claimed that these flag-holders wore French subjects on the ground that they possessed 
French flags and frequented French colonies. ‘The Sultan strongly resisted this claim. 
The Government of India recommend that Cox’s proposals be accepted. ‘The action 
of the Sultan in this matter has been most loyal to us, aud has probably put us inva 
position to settle the whole French flag questio: 

Tt seems that the claim of Abdullacbin-Alt against Goguyer for 7,000 dollars has 
been upheld by the Réunion Court, but, until the Suri dhow incident has been closed, 
M. Dorville declines to enforee payment. Sctilement of this claim and removal of 
Goguyer from Muscat should, in our opinion, be made further conditions in. the 
settlement. Goguyor is a pestilent intriguer, and the French Goverment are as well 
aware of his claracter as we are. Until he leaves Museat trouble between the two 


Powers will continue, ‘The employment of so low an agent can havdly be justified by 
the French Ambassador. 





No. 303, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 26.) 
(No. 74.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, May 26, 1903, 
I HAVE reeeived a suggestion from IL ssty’s Consul-Genoral at Mc hed, 


nil to the Russian quarantine cordon in Khorassin, that “neutrals,” provided 
they are not Belgians, should supersede the Russian officers, 


Colonel Whyte’s arguments do not impress me as entirely convinein: 


but Lam 
forwarding them by to-morrow’s messenger. 





No. 304. 


Foreign Offce to India Office, 
Sir, 


Foreign Office, May 26, 1903. 
WITIT reference to my letter of the 16th instant and your letter of the 20th fustant, 


in regard to the proposed establishment of a branch of the Imperial Bank of Persia in 
Scistan, T am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of 
a letter from the Imperial Bank on the subject. 

Tam to suggest, for the consideration of the Seotetary of State for Iudia, that the 
further particulars given by the Bank as to tho arrangements which they desire to be 
made at Nastatabad should be telographed to Mis Majosty’s Consul in Soistan for his 
guidance, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 





No. 305, 


Foreign Office to Inperial Bank of Persia, 
Sir, 3 Foreign Office, May 26, 1908, 
TAA directed by the Marquess of Lansilowne to acknowledgo tho receipt of your 
{etter of the 22nd instant, relative to the proposed establishmout of a branch of your 
bank in Seistan, and to inform you that his Lordship has eommunientod a eopy te the 
Secretary of State for India, 


. , Lord G. Hamilton requested the Viceroy of India, by telegraph, on the 19th 
instant, to instruct Tis Majesty's Consul in Seistan to assist your bank in obtaining 


immediate option or possession of the best and most suitable property for the branch 


at Nasratabad, 
Lord Lansdowne has now suggested to Lont G. Hamilton that the further 
particulars, given in your letter of tlie 22nd instant, as to the arrangements which you 
desire to be mate, should be telegraphed to His Majesty's Consul, 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 





+ No, 379, 
[1617) 
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No, 306, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 27.) 

(A) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under- 

Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

forwards lerewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 26th May, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


India Office, May 26, 1903, 
Ss 





Tnelosure in No. 306, 


Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 






(Welegraphic.) P. India Office, May 26, 1903. 
ADEN : See your telegram of the 19th. 





Postponement of delimitation to the desert, which I am glad that you accept, 
involves the further question whether it is still expedient 10 conclude Treaties with 
Beda, the Uppor Yailai, and others, which were only sanctioned as necessary preli- 
minaries to delimitation, ‘fo what extent has the authority given in my telegram 
of the 4th May heen acted upon? ‘Treaties, without delimitation, would render us 
Viable to claims hereafter on the part of the tribes for protection against ‘Turkish 
Gueroachments in cireumstanees like those which have caused so much difficulty in 
the Amiti country, and in a country where to assert our authority will be very 
difficult, Ithink Uicrefore that, until a suitable oceasion arises for resuming the 
delimitation to the desert, it is undesirable to incur the risks involved in these 
Wreaties, 

























No, 807. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 27.) 





(NITE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorctury of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
a totter from the Pore! tary, Simla, dated the 28rd April, relative to the murder 
of Bahroitiese, near Kati 
India Ofice, May 27, 1908. 

— 


07. 












Inclosure in No. 





Livutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


Bushire, March 16, 1903. 
TITAVE the honour to seknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 13th 
February, 1008, regaiding the murder of certain Babreineso near Katif, and to report 
that, when I visited Bahrein in November last, U informed the Sheikh that he was at 
liherty to negotiate directly in the matter with the Bebaih tribe through Sheikh Ahmed- 
binethant of Kati is 
Mhe Sheikh was recently questioned by the Assistant Politieal Agent on the 
subject, and informed him that, sinee my to Bahrein, no communication has 
reached him from Sheikh Ahmed yelative to the matter, and that ho cannot himself 
take the initiative, but will have to wait until Shellsh Ahmed approaches him again 
fon the subject, Tho Behaih tribe are at present away to the north of Al-Hassa, but, 
fs summer apptoiiches, will probably move towerds the viemity of Kat, when it is 
probable that they will ngain ask Sheikh Ahmed to negotiate on their behalf with the 
Chief of Balrein, 
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No. 308. 
Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Office.—(Received May 27.) 


Pa 8, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Strect, 
, . ondon, May 26, 1908, 
Fong HAVE the Honour to acknowledge reecipt of your Teier of the 26h instant, 
informing us that AE Naus has now consented fo the permanent re-establishment of 
In reply, I am directed by my Board to re hel Ks 

; reply, I am directed by my quest that their thanks may be 
transmitted {0 Tlis Majesty's Minister in Tehran for the action whieh he has taken in 
this matter, and which has beon attended with this successful result, We assume that 
the assuranees given by M. Naus were of a verbal nature ; bnt in the contrary case, I 
should be obliged if you could Kindly send mo a copy of bis despatch. 

have, &e, 

(Signed) FRANK BOTTOMLEY, Acting Seeretary. 















No. 309. 





Questions asked in the House of Commons, May 27, 1903. 





Mr, Labouckere—To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affiirs whether 
there is any Treaty between this country and Persia, or whether there exists 
any pledge given by Persin to this country, by which Persia is in any way 
restrained from dealing with her territories on the Persian Gulf or in an; 
other par of her dominions as elie plesess and if there does exist any sul 

‘re or pled which has not al e) i ) 
Treaty or pledge which as not already: been Tail upon the table af tho 




























Answer. 


There is no Treaty of the kind indicated, but in regard to § i 

; i t nd in r gard to Southern Persia, Ti 
Majesty's Government enjoy certain rights admitted by the Porsian Government, As 
the honourable Member is, no doubt, aware, there is an Agreement. between this 
country and Russia for the maintenance of the integrity and independence of Persin. 






















No. 910, 








A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 27.) 





. 75.) 
legmphic.) P, Gulahek, May 27, 1903. 
PHL Shah has been prevailed on by the Grand Visier to appoint Citeacniteere 
Mulk Governor of Resht, and the Vazir Afkham Governor of Yead. ‘Tho latter 
another leader of the Court party. If their removal from Tehran actually takes: 
place, it will be a serious blow to the Opposition and a triumph for His Highness, 
Reenter ey seat a the Sho Sultuneh, has suddenly fled from ‘Tehran, his 
ion bein; of lers @, yevel en $e) 0 fini) 
inten ie Hela tooo Bunopo. Orders have, however, been sent to arrest him ‘and 
Although he is also a strong opponent to the Gra Vizier, his fli 
apparently no relation to the aboy eantlodeilinsidente se aT A 2 
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No, 311. 


Sir E. Monson to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 27.) 


(No. 32.) : 
(Telegraphic) P, Poris, May 27, 1908. 

M, DELCASSE’S language this afternoon on the whole Museat incident was most 
conciliatory. i ao 

‘Though the case was one in which Consular intervention was, in his Execllen 
opinion, inexpedient, inasinuch as it could he more efficiently treated directly by the 
two Governments at home, yet there had never been, M. Deléassé stated, any intention 
‘on the part of the French Government to render the question needlessly serious, or to 
make an attack on the Sultan. 




















No. 312. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 28.) 


(No. 71.) 
My Lord, : : 

I IAVE tho honour to transmit herewith, with re 
of to-day, « translation of the note addressed fo me by the 
one from the Hussian Legation on the subject of the Cossack quarautine cordon in 
Khorassin, 








Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDIN 





Inclosure 1 in No. 812 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh (oS 





A, Hardinge, 
Muay 12, 1903. 

1 HAVE received your Excellency's two notes of the 28rl March and 28nd 
April regarding the quarantine in Khorasan, Copies of the two notes were com- 
municated to the Russian Legation, and now U have the ionour to send you herewith 
inclosed copy of an answer which has heen received on the subject. 

‘ Tayail, &e. 


(ranslation,) 












Tuclosure 2 in Ne 


isiun Legation to the Persian Foreign Office. 
Russian Legatio iy ‘eases 
gue in Tndia (in Mareh last there have been 6,571 
chi), it is nee vellers from Tn 
vvefully examined th 
of Baluchis 


UN view of the in 
cases in Bombay and 386 ¢ 
anil Afghanistan should be 
Was introdueed into Khoxgssan not by 






















ny Duty as 6 





ody knows, 




















it appeared at Kauiz and Mestiod by way of Caudahar and Hernt. It is also obvious 
that U1 TS82 wies also initrodueed info Khorasan by the same route. ‘This 
Tact proves that the distance af an overland route docs not make any difference as to 
the fitroduction of the epidemic, and that the route by which it is introduced is not 
Scistan, but Ghai, Calm}, Canduls, aud Herat, As the merchants and travellers 
use this route more offon than the Balichistin rat, quavantine conlou in Seists 

will lie uscless for the protection of Khorassin azninst tho epidemic, It is impossible 
Tor the people using the usual caravan route of Kerman, Yead, and Khorissan, to pass 










Wuvbat Uh way tliat the travellers from. 
ia and Afghanistan using the Baluchistan mute cannot avoid Turbat Haidari and 
quarmutine, On the last occasion when eholera was introduced into Khorasan 
i Herat, the Russian Government was obliged to stop and, although this 
did not last mor 000,000 tomans on 


account of its trade 
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No. 313, 






India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 28.) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 26th May, relative to the French flag incident at Muscat. 


India Office, May 27, 1908. 























Inclosure in No, 313, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 












(Telegraphic,) _P. May 26, 1908, 
THERE is no objection to the addition to the Sultan's letter of the words 
suggested in your telegram of the 25th May. 'The French Ambassador gaye a personal 
undertaking that the “Infernet” should be recalled as soon as the release of the 
prisoners should be notified, and the onder of procedure which has been agreed to 
cannot now be reversed. Prompt and decisive action was essential, for had the 
character of the controversy become known to the French and English press, a 
satisfactory arrangement would have been gravely endangered. Your acceptance of 
arrangement, about which the circumstances of the case made it diffleult to consult 
you as fully as he would have desired, bas been a source of much gratification to 
Lord Lansdowne, It is now too late, the Agreement having been signed, to include 
it in Abdullah-bin-Ali’s claim, but it will be pressed upon M. Cambon's attention by 
Lord Lanstowne at an early opportunity, 


































N 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reecived May 28.) 


314, 













THE Under-Secretary 
Secretary of State for For 
forwards herewith, for the 
corresponiten 
Dihali. 
Copies have been sent to the Intel 


India Office, May 27, 190 


f State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
ign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
formation of the Scorotary of State, copies of telegraphic 
relative to the withdrawal of the Abbottabad Mountain Battery from 






























sence Division, War Ofice. 





























Tnclosure 1 in No, 314, 













Resident, Aden, to Government of India, 


(elegraphic,) P. May 3, 1908, 

TAM of opinion, after consideration and consultation with Colonel Wahab, that 
Abbottabad Mountain Battery, whether required for Somaliland or not, might be 
withdrawn, It can reach Aden in ten days by easy marches, aud, as the weather Is 
now very hot for marching, even for natives, it is advisable that it should begin to 
move ns'soon as possible. “By its withdrawal, difficulties of supplying force at Dthali 
would hho appreciably relieved. Provision for carrying mules should hw provided if 
transport is sent from Bombay, 

(Kepeated to Military Secretary, Government of India, Secretary of State, Bombay, 
and Constantinople.) 


















isi7] 





i] 
1 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 314, 


Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 
(elogeaphie.) _P. 
VICEROY’S telegram of the 7h May and m 
As early monsoon is expected and heat is inc 
onders respeeti 
‘There is s 
at Dthali 
the ‘Vurkish reinforcements. 
(Repeated to Secretary of State and Bombay. 


May 13, 190% 







of the Srd. 

ng daily, it is destrable that 

s movement of Abbottabad Mountain Battery should issue shortly. 
so many troops and animals 

ly affected by the arrival of 

























Inclosure 8 in No, 314, 


Lord @. Hamilton to Government of India, 
(Velogeaphie) P. 

YOUR telegrams of the 7th and 13th May. 2 

You will be informed when it has been decided whother the Abbottabad Mountain 
Battery will be required for Somaliland. Meanwhile, it may be withdrawn from 
Dthali: 

(Repeated to Aden.) 


May 15, 1903. 








No, 315. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 28.) 





TILE Under-Seorets 
Secrofary of State for 





-y of State for India pre 


nits his compliments to the Under- 
Foreign Alfairs, and, by dire 


ion of Lard George Tainilton, 





forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of aj tcleprace 
ion. 


from the Resident, Aden, dated the 28th May, relative to the Aden delin 
Indin Office, May 28, 1903. 





SSS 
Tnelosure in No. 315. 


Revidtent, Aden, to Government of Initia. 
(elegraphie,) 2. 
COLONEL WATAB tologeaphs, the 
“Phe saps and report mentioned in my No. 260 go hy post to-day, | Tustructions 
Lave been giver to the Tuvkish authorities to mako a telegraph line to Kataba. 
recommend that the Porte be moved to defer this work until Ilis Majesty’s Govern 
ment have come to a decision on my report, as the line will have to: cross territory 
hich is in dispute.” 





th May, to the follows 















Copies of the report and: maps wero forwarded to London amd Constantinople by 
to-day's nail; those for India will be sent by next mit, 
(Ropeated to Seerotary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 











No. 316. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Musurus Pash. 





{PIEE Marquess. of Lansilowne presents his compliments to ‘the ‘Turkish 
Ambassador, an vith reference to the complaint made in Hamid Bey’s note of the 
TOth January last as to firing of guns by one of His Majesty's ships at Holeidaly, has 
the honour to inform his Excelleney that the Commandersin-chief in the Mediterranean 
has made careful inquiry, but has been unable to ascertain that shots were fired by 
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any of His Majesty's ships in Turkish waters near Hodeidah without previous notice 
heing given to the Ottoman authorities. 

‘With regard to the complaint made in Musurus Pasha’s uote of the 12th March 
last, it has been ascertained that His Majesty's ship “Harrier” did in fact carry out 
gunnery and torpedo exercises in the Bay of Kamaran on the Gth March without 
previously obtaining the permission of the {Imperial authorities, 

‘This action of the Commander of His Majesty's 
without due consideration in consequence of the sudden occurrence of exceptionally, 
favourable weather after a long period of storms, which had prevented the usual 
extreises, Ib is regretted by His Majesty’s Government, who will again call the 
attention of their naval officers to the necessity of carefully observing the Regulations 
which exist on this subject. s 


Foreign Office, May 28, 1903. 












vier” was. taken 














No. 317. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Offieo, May 28, 1908, 
WITH reference to my lettor of the 22nd instant, Fam directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transmit to you, to be lnid hefore the Secretary of State for Tndin, 
copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople,* relative to the 
proposals of the British Commissioners on the Aden frontier for the delimitation of 
the territory of the Amir of Dthali, 

Sir Ni O'Conor’s views on the attitude of the British Commissionors are in 
accordance with those already expressed by Lord Lanstlowne, and appear to. his 
Lordship to merit the serious consideration of His Majesty's Government, 

Tami, &e. 
( 





















igued) N, 1, SANDERSON, 








No, 918. 


Foreign Office to India Office, 








Sir, Foreign Office, May 
TAM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge reéeipt of your 
letter of the 26th instant, relative to the reported nvrival of Yusut Bey at Wakra, 
T am to inform you in roply thit Lord Tanstowne concurs in the terms of the 
telegram which Lord George Hamilton proposes to send to the ament of India 
on this subject. 


28, 1903, 























. 1, SANDERSON, 





No. 319, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Forciyn Office, May 28, 1903. 
T HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 20th instant, 














inclosing a copy of a despatch from the Goi nt of India, in negand to the seizure 
of supplies and camels belonging to the Seistan tion Commission hy the 





Persian Customs authorities in Mareh last. 

T am directed by Lord Lansdowne to state, for the information of the Seerctary 
of State for India, that, in his opinion, no futher ation is necessary, and that the 
incident may be regarded as closed. 





Tam, ke. 
(Signed) 'T. H. SANDERSON, 
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No. 820. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 29.) 


Sir, India Office, May 28, 1903. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 13th May, transmitting a note from the 
‘arkish Ambassador relative to the alleged murder by men of the Subaibi tribe of two 
mombers of the Hakim tribe in the vilayet of Yemen, I am directed by Lord George 
‘Hanailton to inclose, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a copy of a telegram from the 
Resident at Aden on the subject 
Lord Lansiowne will observe that the views expressed by the Resident, with 
regard to responsibility for the actions of these tribes in their local feuds, are not 
‘onsistent with the views held by his Lordship in his note to Hamid Bey of the 26th 
September last. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 


Tnclosure - 820, 
Resident, Aden, to Government of India, 


(Helegeaphie,) P 

YOUR (clegram of the 16th instant. 

Blood feud exists between AtiM Subaihis and Hakim, beginning sixteen years 
ago with the murder by the Hakim, for which they seem to have made no p 
reparation, of the father of present AtiM Sheikh, Raids and reprisals will continue 
while foud lasts. Tt is understood that in id by Atiffi Sheikh several Hakims 
were Killed, and some camels carve off; but for such incidents, due to local feuds, we 
cannot accept responsibility, as L have already pointed out in my letter No. 144 of the 
26th April, On our part We canuot object to counter-attaeks by the Hakim, The 
settlement of these private feuds must be lett to the tribes themselves. 

(Repeated to India and Bombay.) 


Aden, May 28, 1903. 





No. 21. 
Inilia Office to Foreign Ojfice—(IRecetved May 29.) 


State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Undor- 

n Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

forwards herewith, for the inforniation of the Sceretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
il the 27th May, ve to the Seistan Arbitration, 


Inidin Office, May 29, 1903, 


Inclosure in No. $21. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Kolegraphie. India Office, May 27, 1903. 
PLUASH inform me and the Minister at Tehran, with reference to your telegram 
May about the 8 Arbitration, of the natu of the unexpected 
difficulty. which required MeMahon’s personal inspection of the country betyeen 
MakliteicShal and Siahkoh. ‘The former { understand to be identical with the place of 
Autir on the 24th November, No 
‘The terins, both of 


copy. of MeMalinn’s instewetions to which you 
his Commission and of tho Persian Foreign Minister's letter of the 23nd July last, are very 


wide, but it was not eontemph with any question 
uunconnected with the ierigation dispute, See note to the Russian Ambassador inclosed 
in the despateh to our Ainbassador at St, Petersburgh of th 

which the arbitration is said to be for the purpose of sett 

water rights. We should do all we can to reassure the Persian 

you are aware, have been alarmed by misrepresentations as to our designs. 
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No, 322. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received May 29.) 


of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 28th May, relative to quarantine arrangements in 
Khorassan. 


India Office, May 29, 1908. 


Tnelosure in No. 322, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(elegraphic.) P. May 28, 1903. 

KHORASSAN quarantine, See telegram from Minister at Tehran, dated the 
26th instant, 

I disagree with Whyte's suggestion as to neutrals. ‘The Government of India’s 
objection is to a cordon under any conditions whatsoever, as there is no oceasion for it, 
and neutrals are no more to be trusted than others, Our objections to n cordon are 
fully shared by the Governor of Herat, as Afghanistan is free from plague, 





No, 523, 


Foreign Office to India Office 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 29, 1908. 
WITH reference to the letter from this Offlee of the 22nd instant, T am directed 
patch from: 


ament, in reply to th 
regarding xy conton in Khorassan, 

Tam to point out that the Russian note bases the retention of the cordon upon 
tho alleged inerease of plague in India, and Lord Lanstowne would be glad to rece! 
any observations from the Secretary of State for Tudia as to the mumber of eases said 
to have occurred during the month'of March last, 

Tam, & 
(Signed) . HL, SANDERSON, 





No, 324, 


Foreign Office to Admiralty, 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 29, 1903, 

1 HAYE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your Confidential letter of the 
15th instant, inclosing a copy of a report from the Commander-in-chief in the 
Mediterranean, from which it appears that the Commander of His Majesty's 
ship * Harrier,” on the Gth of March last, carried out _gumuery exercises in ‘Curkish 
waters without having obtained the permission of the Ottoman Authorities, 

Lont Lansdowne would suggest, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that British naval officersshould he warned to be eareful in observing 
the regulations on this subject, as any departure frou: them invariably forms the subject: 


of complaint. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) @, H, SANDERSON. 





+ Noa, 
(117) 





No. 325. 
Sir B, Monson to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 30.) 


(No. 267, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 29, 1903. 

1 CASUALLY adverted, in conversation with M. Deleassé the day before yes- 
terday, to the Muscat incident, saying that as it had been treated at London by your 
Lordship and M, Cambou, and was now settled, I had not been called upon to mention 
the subject to him before, 

His Excelleney replied very promptly that there liad never been any intention on 
his part to make the matter @ serious one, nor to render himself responsible for all the 
dhow-owners guilty of misconduct, Neither iad there ever been any idea of an attack 
(“attcinte") upon the Sultan, ‘There was no wish on his part to meddle with Museat ; 
and he hoped to be able to furnish your Lordship with a full list of all these dhoy 
owners to whom French flags had heen given, 

‘Phe controversy as to the privileges conferred by the possession of such flags was 
one whieh it was eminently suitable to refer to the Hague Arbitration Court, 

Tcould not help being struck by M. Deleassé’s very evident desire to minimise the 
importance of this incident, He Was most emphatic in his assurance that such a 
trivial misunderstanding could not be allowed to rutile the relations between the two 
countries, 

I presume that reflection has shown him that the French ease is not only a weak 
one, Iu that tite pretensions set up by the Freneh officials are hardly anything less than 
preposterous. 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 





No. 326. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received May 30.) 


(Gonfidential,) 
Sir, Admiralty, May 28, 1903. 

T AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to 
you herowith, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of a despateh 
Af the 17th ultimo, from the Senior Nayal Officer in the Persian Gulf, relative to the 

nit French flay incidents at Sur and Muscat, 

Tam, &e 
(Signed) C.J, THOMAS. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 326, 


Commissioner Kemp to Rear-Admiral Sir C. Drury. 


(Confidential,) 
Si 


4 & Sphing, at Muscat V7th April, 1003. 

WITIL regard to the Breneli flag incidents at Sur'and Muscat, I have the honour 
{0 report as follows. 

ni the neighbourhood of Sur there is an Arab tribe called the Beni-al-Ali who 

form part of the Gafiri Arabs, and who are at present at war with the Hajarien section 
of the Hinawi tribe, 

2. ‘The people living in Sur belong to the Galivis, the Sheikh of whom is named 
Abdulla-bin-Salem. Abdulla-bin-Salem found recently that the people at Sur, that is 
the people of his own tribe, were assisting the Hinawi, with whom he was at war, by 
sending them stores and assisting them with transport, &e. He then took a force and 
came down to East Sur, and posted men on the roads leading from Sur inland. He 
iso forbade muy native veskel to enter oF leave Sur Creek until the matter was 
settled. After Soine negotiations between himself and the headmen of Sur, it was 
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arranged that the latter should pay him 800 dollars. According to Arab custom this 
fine would have been collected by the headmen of Sur from among the inhabitants as 
Dest they could, 

3. Among other dhows lying in Sur Creek was one owned by a certain Mubarak- 
bin-Hamed, who had taken out papers in the name of his son, under which he flew 
the French flag on his dhow. 

Both these men were undoubtedly subjects of the Sultan of Muscat, who does 
not admit that they hi ight under the French flax in his own territory. 

1. While the negotiations between Abdulla-bin-Salem and the headmen of Sur 
were going on, Mubarak-bin-Hamed expressed his intention of leaving Sur in his 
dhow under cover of the French flag, obviously in order to avoid his tribal difficulties 
and responsibilities, We was w: if he did so he would be prevented, and on. 
his pessisting, some of Abdulla-bi ’s men fired, and a shot went through the 
French flag. 

5, A few days afterwards the son, Mubarek-bin-Hamed, managed to get away to 
Muscat, and complained tothe French Consul, who demanded from the Sultan that 
a fine of 1,500 dollars should he paid for the brief detention of the dhow, and that 
the people who had fi ch flag might he punished. 

he Sultan refu Jain, and informed the British Consul. Major 

1x protested strongly agai on of the French Consul in formulating such a 
claim, which was incompatible with the independence of th 

Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Salem is loyal to his suzerain, the 
action was purely a matter of inter 

6. The second ease oceurred on thi 

On Sth April, three Arabs and their two servants, all natives of Sur and subjects 
of the Sultan of Muscat, arrived at Muscat in a mailesteamer from Bombay, the 


uscat, and his, 


and the three Arabs were 
aspection, the rule being 
m and 2nd class 


I, the three Arabs obtained a hired native boat, 
and = pi vo sorva the quarantine station, sailed for Sur. 
‘They were fi y us,” in ecordaneo with. 
the Sultan's request ci 
boat went on to Sur. 
at about 10 Pat, the five men were delivered over to the 
¢ for the night, suid handed them over 


protégés, protested to Major Cox against his having det 
their immediate release from the Sultan, Major Cox declined to admit the right of 
the French Consul to discuss the question, and the Sultan refused to release them. 

The Sultan, in a letter to the French Consul, pointed ont that these men wero 
punished fora breach of the law of their country, and that the whole question of the 
French flag in Oman was under discussion between the French and British Govern- 
inents in Europe, and that he was prepared to accopt their joint decision with regard 
to the matter, with due regard to his own independence, but depreeated heated 
correspondence in Muscat himself. 

‘9, Major Cox considers that this claim on the part of the French Constil is an 
undoubted attempt to interfere with the Sultan's prerogative, and has telegraphed 
Strongly to the Indian Government, asking that instructions may be sent, and that 
Assurances may be given to the Sultan that his authority will be uphold in. the 
matter. 

ur at this time of 
“ things happening the Rreneh 
oat, but he has. 

war, 

M. Dorvi va month, 

11, These incidents haye eaused Major Cox to postpone his intended visit to 
Darfur, at the request of the Sultan, who is apprehensive of things happening. 





prey 


42, The Health Officer at Muscat is the British Consular Surgeon, who receives 
pay from the Sultan for doing his work, and who is entirely answerable to him for the 
Quarantine Regulations being carried out, Stites 

(Signed) . W. KEMP, , 
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 30.) 


THE Under-Secretar for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretmy of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
ards herewith, for the information of the Sec tate, copy of a letter from 
Resident, Aden, dated 28rd April, and inclosures, relative to the Aden delimitation. 


India Office, May 20, 1903. 


—————— —___—_ 


Inclosure 1 in No. 927. 
Resident, Aden, to Indin Office. 


onfidential.) Aden, April 23, 1903. 
SS MCOPY of Colonel Wahab’s Secret letter, dated Camp Sana, the 21st April 
forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political and Seeret Department, India 
Office, London, It covers the political diary of the Commission from the Ist to 
20th April, 1908, 
ae (For Political Resident, Aden), 

Signed) H, M. ABUD, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Nowe. Copies of the di ded to the Government of India, 


Foreign Departinent, and the ¢ jesty’s 
taintinople. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 
Diary, Ist to 20th April, inclusive. 


1st April—Lientonant-Colonal. Ibrahim Seif ant Kadri Bey spent nearly the 
whole day’ in the British camp settling the affairs of the eustom-house, preparntory to 
its withawal from ee 
me MTaterviowed Sheikh Yusuf Abd-ar-Rahman of the Shaibi; he says that Sheikh 
Ali Mohsin Askar of the Mawsata is conting house owing to the enmity which 
with the British has aroused _ 
ile survey of the frontier zone commenced by a joint party. 
‘Parkish custom-house removed from 
Buh April—Ali Salim of AL Baja, alee 
Bist Dei captured about a mile from Sang. . 
art ‘ 1 the Muflahai (Yafa) Sheikhs of Khalla; also Sheikl 
encbin-tusen Ait ii_(Shinibi) 
a Teported that one of the Azeaki has muntered one of the Ahmadi, and the 
i are coll k the Azraki. 2 
Aik Abr ‘af of the Muflahai (Yafa) weote to the Amir that 
e anes k Sheikh. of the Shaibi, wrote that an officer's horse, 
recently stolen from Dthala, is in the hands of the Beni T ction of the Shai 
MM. Fitamanrice sud Major Tod visited the ‘Turkish Commissioners and inquired 
whether orders hud arrived for the ia Bey; they replied that orders 
iad not come, but that pr ia had been sent to Nadira to be 
out of the way, . , ‘ 
Sth April-—The joint survey of the frontier zone continues daily. 
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Sth 4pril—A. number of the followers of Al Khulakai, Sheikh of the Shaibi, 
came, bringing back the stolen horse. 

13th April.Double company of the 2nd Bombay Grenadiers arrived under 
Major Baker to relieve the company of the 23rd Bombay Rifles, forming the escort of 
the Commission. 

5th April—Sheikh Naji Abdallah of the Dakkam wrote that a number of the 

liad taken refuge in his country from ‘Turkish exactions; also that yesterday 
a Turkish force attacked the Haiki village of Keshar, near the north-western Dakkam. 
border, and the people fled into Dakkam territory. 

16th April—Another conflict is reported between Turks and Arabs on the border 
of Jabal Sh’ar and Al Aud, 

Sheikh Ali Mohsin Askar of the Mawsata, Sheikh Muhammad Muthanna- 

r of the Dthube, and several other Yafa Sheikhs of hoth these sections arrived, 

Tith April—Interviewed the Yafa Sheikhs, Interviewed Fakir Nasir Ahmad, 
Mansab of Wali Afif-ud-Dir in the Halnin country. 

It is reported that Muhammad Nasir Mukbil has been arrested and marched off 
to Sana under Turkish escort. 

Sheikh Abdallah Kaktan of Lakmat-asSallah, who has been for three years a 
‘Turkish prisoner at Taiz, returned, having been released in consequence of British 
representations, He was ecremoniously received by the Amir. 

Colonel Mustafa Ramzi wrote that he had received a telegram to the effect that 
Zakaria Bey is dismissed from the Commission, 

of the Azraki and Awas of the Abmadi arrived to confer with 
the Amir about the inter-tribal feud. 

Wth April—Scyid Umur-bineMuhammad-bin-Zen of the Yafa visited the Com. 
mission and again produced the document sealed by Sultan Kabtan of Maljaba, and 
Sheiklis Mohsin Askar of the Mawsata, and Muhammad Muthanna-bin-Atif Jabr of 
the Dihube, promising his father a share of such stipend as they may eventually 
obtain from the British Government, 

‘The Sheikh of the Al Haiki wrote to the Amir complaining of Nurkish oppression, 
and proposing to come in to the British, 

It is reported that Sheikh and Daghar of Jabal Hesha had gone to Mares to raise 
men to help him to hold Jabal Hesha against the Turks, 

‘The Ahmadi and Azraki Sheikhs went away, the Amir having concluded a six 
months’ truce between them, 

20th April, Twelfth meeting of the Joint Commission took place at Kataba, I 
produced the map of the fronticr zone made hy the Joint Survey party, and informed 
the Turkish Commissioners that the watercourse passing to the north of Kataba is 
the one that I consider the real Selat Kataba; but refraining from claiming Kataba, L 
told thom that we claim a line leaving Al Ukla to the Amir, and thence following the 
southern foot of Jabal Barkan and Jabal Jerai, ‘To decide upon the line further west 
than this, it is considered necessary that the joint map be continued so as to show th 
junction of the watercourse passing south of Kataba with that passing north of it, ‘The 
Turkish Commissioners declined to admit the Amir’s claim to Al Ukla, and said that 
they consider that the overflow channel south of Kataba is the real Sclat Kataba, 
‘They said that their instructions preclude their aceepting anything but a rigid inter- 
preiation of the green line, whether suitable to the configuration of the ground as 
ascertained by the correct ‘survey or not, and declining to consider ne vealed 
local conditions. I represented that there are certain Dakkam villages north of the 
Selat Kataba, and others west of the Wadi Tiban, all of which we must include within 
the Amiri border in taking the Dakkam as a whole, ‘The ‘Turkish Commissioners 
Seetined to agree, ad asked for a list of eas villages; I promised to furnish them 
with this, 


Camp Sana (near Kataba), Aprit 21, 1908, 
COPY forwanled to the Resident at Aden, 


(Signed) R, A. WAHAB, Colonel, 





2617] 






























286 


No. 328. 


Inilia Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 80.) 





votary of State for India presents his compliments to the T; 
See ee ethte for Foreign AMfairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
forwarts Hteshleng, Aden, dated the 29th instant, relative to the Aden delimitation. 


India Offer, May 80, 1903. 
SS 





ITE Under-Si 








Inclosure in No. 328. 


Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 





‘Aden, May 29, 1903. 
am of the 26th instant, and your telegram of 


graphic.) Pe 
SEORETARY OF STATES tele: 


(ta 


the 28th instant, re 
‘On receipt of Si 
taken, 1 have sent for Be 





ing Mreatios 
‘ot State's telegeam of the 4th instant, action was at once 
1 Chiefs and their principal Shei id Tam 
thom at Adon, Satisfactory ‘Treaty has already been pro iy conclu 
tieHow of the Upper Yalfaiy and Sheiktis of the Mausatta, the most important 
tet ot tmeot tntontion of coming’ in. Tt hes, become known that Betis Govern 
ment were prepared fo conclude Treaties it greatly y strengthens limds of well-affected 
Upper Yalfai, and lias had, 1 thin! excell effect, It would be 
‘to hang back iow, One of the principal reasons, TE under= 
Fn to desert was that it gave us time to conclude 
all have been arranged. Risk 
ite aloes not appear great to mes we shall he able, L 
Hope, to sexd_-ofters Duck with: Buda Chiefs who will obtain information ling 
ote toon teoutien, now aeeatly needed, and Yaa, think, ean Took after themsalves, 
Soe Two also venture to remind. Tis Majesty’s Government, one of the 
autons, and iy ish officers. Eucroachment 
is ess likely to be attempt than before Treaty, 
(itopeated to Socretary of State tary, Bombay 5 and His Maiest 
AmMjssador, Constantinople.) 




























































No. 829, 





(Received June 1.) 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 


(No, 295.) 
My Lord, “onstantinople, May 22, 1908. 
nd Vizier, as reported i my despatch 


THE assurances given me by the ¢ r 
No- ahi of the Lith iustant, Hat Yusuf Bey, who had recently taken up his post Se 


terete tle EL Kate const, should be toealled, are confirmed by « telegram from 
Me Asting Cont Crow, stating that che. Vali of Busworah hs weitten to the 
MMutossnrifor Hass insteucting him to sond: Yusuf Bey back. 

Thave, de. 
(Signed) N, R. OCONOR. 





























No, 320, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 1.) 





(No. 205.) 
My Lord, 

WITH reference tomy despatch No, 
to repott that on the eK instant 1 reesived a telegram from Hi 
Gonstl it Hodeida, stating ‘that the pirates were sti 


Pera, May 27, 1903. 






















of the 18th instant, I have the henowr 
Majesty's Viee= 
at liberty, although he was 


oa7 





insisting that they should be detained in pris i 
Vier fo ree his Fe Rae a re Sa 
consequently sent. a message to his High 

edema “message ighness by Mr. Block to i 
the pirates were not forthwith imprisoned, pending the Feral ttle camtis ea ot, 
judgment tantinople, I would submit to your Lordship the desirabil 
aus the dhows to bo tint hy the Brith natal authorities and crane a 

ee captured pirates for tril by the Turkish authorities 04 

. he Grand Vizi ed me to be i h 
iiseocioar Aho al crest ie pasion at oace 8 ne Seema 








__ Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





No, 381, 


Telegrams communicated by India Office, June 1, 1908. 


(1) 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


, 190i. 





from Muscat, the 29th May -— 
“Settlement of French fh 









nae 0 question. Lreevived yesterday your telegram of 
27th instant aan he een Etenniarel cnedeany Gragianen cara 
nud to coun penance of Keech fyeip tho relenss Chteheie ues 
sly unpalatable to him. Newuthele, fe ated that itwasinevanbent on him 
to flo: arate on that oi and hw agordingly reused the prisoners aud 
oer wt Sa Hs easly vith the emia of th revel 
altogether objects to an; nt uailertaling fi 
He quite approved of the ref gine 
quite of the nue |. Fiually, he expressed his 
cea ne res Sas wat tel ona 
sgardings the attack ou the dhiow at Sus, but I did my best to rauasuto bin by poi 
So bed te yh Sees acelin see eal 
| events, would not be permitted, In onler to counte prea 
vents ot be ; sler to bounteract misrepresentation of 
te cicumntanees unr whith the prisoners wero reel L would igo ta 
zed communiqué, rehearsing the terms of suttlement, be sent to the Bombay ntnd 
i ey , be sent to the Bombay and 











































Tdo not think it necessary to act upon this suggestion, 


(2) 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Telegraphie,) | P. 
se, Mneenet” i still at Muscat, bi 
lave. Cox deprecates departure ships befire "Tul 
resence at. Muscat will intensify the disagrotabie nmprossion, alte 
rele ‘of the prisoners, he asks that she should le; 
s Fequest and ope that our ships wy remain Gl 
Government will be asked fo remove her promptly, 
(Repeated to Naval Commanderin-chiek,) Fg 


May 30, 1903. 
‘been ordered to 
f and, as latter'a 
nprossion already made by the 

1 stronuly support 
“has lefty and that, 





tN: 





"and * Perseus” hin 
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(3) 


Consul Coz to Lord G. Hamilton. 

‘Muscat, May 31, 1903. 
which left Marseilles on the Sth May, not 18th, lias 
‘Pomone” to detain ship and examine 
wr she had discharged 
amination of 


P, 
© Afghanista 
ed His Majesty's 
Me cenge af is Representative, 
complied with the request, and, after 
etre coeaguments, finds that they arg in orler nnd consist pri 
My tisitancy as British: Consul was asked by Agent and master * 
etained for n considerable time for the complete ination of the carg 
Seine eo proceat further? (Commander of “Pomone” thinks that, woless 
aa ter and owner of © Afghanistan” involved, cargo taust be innocent. 


(Telegraphic 

Steam 
arrived, Sult 
cargo on his be 
‘Muscat cargo. “Pomone 















































No, 332. 





ConsuleGeneral Smith lo the Marquess of Lansdowene.—(Received June 2) 


Commercial, Confidential.) 





Odessa, May 21, 1908. 

No. 11 of this series of the Sth instant, Lhave the 

‘thich appeared in the “ Odessky Listok” of the 
tcamers to the Persian Gulf, 









y despatel 


honour to su ‘of a note 
41h (17th) May, on the subject of the Russian line of st 











(Branslation.) 
+ hich is to Teave on the Sth (ist) May, the 


WTesides the steamer *Truvory 
Russtat Steam Navigation Company las nade the following. fituren for voyages to 


the Persian Gulf — 

«© ¢ Kornilow’ to leave on the 30th May (12th June). 
‘Truvor? to leave on the 12th (25th) July. 
s-Pvor? to leave on the Sth (17th) October.” 








the agent appointed 
rangements are 
an aeamer *Travor” (ow leaving 
rrangements at the Gulf ports that 
Tent to seid out as teniporary agent a 
Tt had been proposed to appoint an 










by the Russi 
necessity. 

for the Persian Gulf), 
ie thinks advisable, ‘The Compa 
sen officer who is svithont commercial experience, 
experienced man of aifairs, but the necessa salary 

Tam aulvised that for the present the Co 

be enterprising, beeause the three years term of 
(Captain. Radlof) is draving to an end. | 1 is not 
eetor should wish to nbark ona speculative ‘and troublesome bu: 


aoecerdtietr iw may expect all possibilities of lwtile eritieism to be used. 
Lhiave, &e 


(Signed) ©, 8. SMITH. 































No, 833. 


ConsuleGenerat Smith to the Marquess of Lansidowne.—(Zteceived June 2.) 


No. 16. Commercial.) 
My Lord, 

WITH roferencs 
the honour to subjol 
Listok’” of the 10th (2 







May 23, 1903. 


to my despateh No.1 st instant, [have 


A uraislation of 0 further note w 
il) May, on the subject of Od 



















jon.) 
Several of the local merchants aril manulacturees in 


relations with Persia, having taken advantage at, the adviee 
ciate Nsoneral for ispahan, Prince A, M, Dabijah, at prescut staying” in 


sud to open regular commercial 
iven by the Russian 
in Odessa. 















































(Telographic.) P. 





His Majesty's: Gover 











Wal 
should be postponed by Porte, 
Gai Rest eeseaD 











No. 


WITH reterence to telegram of the 28th May: from Residen 
Majesty nent consider hs 
pending, consideration of his Report construction of telegram to Katab 


he made t 









The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Foreign Office, June 1, 1908. 
a i, Aden Delimitation 
0 be a reasonable suggestion of Colonel 





























































































































































































249 





hey propose to establish relations through the mediation of the Russian Diplomatic 
Agent at Nas-Erina Kuruna, Mr. Termulen, as well as of the agents of the Russian 
Steam Navigation Company in the Persian ports. ‘The merchants will send samples of 
their goods to Persia, ‘The Odessa Bourse Committee will also take part in arranging 


regular communication with Persian merchants. 





Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) C. §, SMITH. 


No. 884. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received June 2.) 
THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Tord George Hamilton, 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 29th May, relative to the Mudir of Wakra, 











Indie Office, June 2, 1903. 








Tnelosure in No. 4 








Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(elegraphic.) P. May 29, 
WIIL'H reference to your telegram of the 10th May about Turkish proceedings in 
El Katr, the Porte has assured our Ambassador that it is not aware of Yusuf Bey having 
been appointed, and that he will be recalled. If, meanwhile, Kemball thinks that 
Yusuf’s staying even for a brief period at Wakra would be imexpedient, and that pressure 
by a British man-of-war can elfect his speedy removal without giving rise to local 











complications, you may adopt this course, 






No. 3: 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 2. 


‘DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Afiairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 81st May, relative to the Seistan Arbitration, 

India Office, June 2, 1903 

















Inclosure in No. 385. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 








(Welegraphic.) P. May 31, 1903, 
IN reply to your telegram of the 27th May, Takhtishah is the place referred to in 


my letter to the Ameer of the 24th November last, and it was presumably with reference 
to the Afghan claim to this place that Colonel McMahon visited the country lying 
between it and Siahkob. In his diary of the 27th Mareh he reported his visit to 
Takhtishah and diseussion of the boundary with the Persian Commissioners. [He has 
not told us the precise nature of the unexpected difficulty which made it necessary for 
him to inspect personally the country between Takhtishah and Siahkoh, but his diary 
from the 17th to 19th April (inclosed in Foreign Sceretary’s letter of the 14th May) 
should be read. 

The instructions to which my telegram of the 
MeMahon received orally from me before he left 
order to obviate further dispute, the line to 
That MeMahon’s arbitration should deal with all d 










28rd. May refers were those which 
mla, I expressly agreed that, in 
ikoh should he definitely demarcated. 
isputes regarding the Seistan boundary 











has always been contemplated by us. ‘This is shown in our letters to the Ameer and in 
his replies, and it is necessary to consider Afghan claims equally with those of Persia. 
{ie17] 3 
























$$ __—_—_—_—__—_— 
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T invite a reference to Sir A, Hardinge’s telegrams dated the 23rd and 24th July, 
1902, the Intter of which contains a request from the Persian Government for our prompt 
jntervention to secure the definition of the boundary and restoration to Persia of her 
legitimate rights. There was no mention of the water dispute in your telegram of the 
Oth August, 1902, bat you referred {o allexed encroachments by Afghans, and asked that 

‘he made for the arbitration that liad been invoked by Persia, 
5 stateil that the Seistan authorities 
ns, their ease regarding the frontier 

trueted in Lord Lansdowne's telegram 
nitation sliould commence forthwith on the 
Tn that telegram, I stated that only one 
the case for the Persian Government, both 
* «d and about irrigation 

it the Afghan case. 

Evid ion has been directed, at the request 
of the Persian ¢ 
of His. Majesty's: Gov , both to frontier anil to water disputes, and. to 
to the latter i fund would be Te would result i 
the Ameer, 

eis by Me 

TRealising, as he de 


leu 
isNizam to Mb, Miller for matruetions. the Yamin is intriguin 
of the Russi are the Governoeship of Seistan, 
f the Pe 
that they should b 
Comply al onew with their instructions my communi Sir A. Hardinge’ 
Hurther, in the event of any further delay, the Yamin should be recalled, and th 
‘ay lelt-ny the sole Conmissioner tor Persia, the Yamin having violated the 
1s upon which alone (seo Lord Lansdowne’s te 
il to his. 


(Confidential) 

i is reported by an officer of Justice (vie) who has rottened. from Seistan that our 
nition there bas been greatly nodermmest by Russian intrigues, Tn his opinion the 
Vesults will he most unfortunate if che Yausin iy allowed to oust the Hashmat-uleMulk, oF 
if we display weakness in the present case, 

(Repeated to Hardinge,) 





No. 336, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Reevived June 2.) 


‘NILE Under-Secretary of State for Tudia presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary. of Stale for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georye Wamilton, 
forwards, herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viewroy, dated the Ist June, relative to the Aden delimitation. 


Tudia Office, Jane 2, 1903. 


Inclosure in No, 836. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Pelegeaphie.) P. June 1, 1903. 
THE information desired in your telegram of the 26th May was given in General 
Maitlaud’s telegram of the 20th May, Whether delimitation follows earlier or later, 
conclusion of Treaties should certainly, in our opinion, be proceeded with. Tt would not 
fndeed be possible, without throwing doubt on our good faith, and ereating worse 
situation, to recede now, 
(Iepeated to Political Secretary, Bombay, and Resident, Aden.) 
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No. 337. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received June 3.) 


Sir, Admiralty, June 2, 1903, 
___ WITH reference to your letter of the 28rd ultimo, with inclostire dated ‘the 13th 
idem from His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, relative to the unsatisfacto 
resilts of tho tral at Hadcidah of the piraten captutod by £ ty's ship “ Harrier,” 
Tam commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Adiniralty to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that they eoncur in the suggestion that the 
capeured dhiows should be sold, and prope, with the of the Secretary of 
State, to direct the Naval authorities on the spot to take the n ary steps for 
MEE OUR Cutt ee 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) BYAN MACGREGOR. 





No, 338. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 4) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compli 
~ der-Seeretary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under 
Scertary of Sate for Porvign furs and, hy diretion of Lord George! Hamilton, 
jorvards herewith, for the information of the Secretary: of State, copy of a te 
LEWEEOE GIMME eRe GEG ts ema 
Indtin Office, June 3, 1903. 
‘ 


Inclosure in No, 338, 
Tord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegeaphie.) _P. , India Office, June 8, 1908. 

THR, ships referred to in your telegram of the 80th May had left Museat before 
your telegram sas received, hui Tam informed by the Admiralty that  Pomone,” whieh 
is of approximately the sate size as the * Infernet,” remained, Please inform me 
mmeiatey by telegraph whether Inferno.” ins left Museat, nd, if ee, on what date 
she sailed. 


No. 339, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Receivnd June 4.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Forcign Affits, and, by direc Lord George Hamilton, 
forwauls herewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of inclosures in 


leticss from the Foreign Secretary, Sinla, dated 7th and 14th’ May, relating to the 
n atbitratio si 


a Cue of the Seistan Mission diaries have been sent to the Intelligence Division, 


India Office, June 4, 1903. 


Inclosure in No. 339, 


Extract from the Scistan Mission Diary for the period ending April 22, 1908, 


Apr The Persian Commissioners have at last, replied to m; 
: 7 : 0 my letter of thi 
1th, and write to say that they have received no instructions about the Perso-Baluch, 


boundary work beyond the telegram of which they forwarded me extract i 
b telegram of Ly forw: sxtracts in their letter 
of the M4th February. (cide ary entry. of tbat date), ‘The explauation they 
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paively assign to this want of communicativeness on the part of the's Government is, 
naively astie “Government. doubtless considers them fully occupied at the, present 
that the en Seistan arbitration work, and is waiting to hear of their starting fis 
moment with eh border before sending instructions. ‘The delay in this reply would 
oe cree cave got insiructions which Mr. Miller, on being referred to, considers 
show tat ey Mhem fo communicate tome. ‘The Akhondada and Muss Khan, of 
it inadvisable or ce in the afternoon, and we had a long business talk. I propounded 
Hera ca vo dary. line I would be likely to lay down in my Award, based on my inter; 
trctation of General Goldsmid's Award and Map, as substantiated by Tocal survey and 
inquiry. 

auiny «tine would separate lanes now occupied on both sides without necessity for 
gorrenhy on either side. Tt involves leaving ‘TakhtShah in Persian territory, 96 
aire erevoy shows that that plage i not, ani never was in the Naiaas being sits ted 
are urip of anaiuland projecting northwards into the Naizar. The ‘Aklundzada 

or ae Hojection than expected, but expressed grief at-my' not intending to give tn 
rail [ors Oeiavourable. to. tho® Afghans, even if that involved a. large surrender, 
Awarl More tindsoeeupied nud long’ cultivated by the Persians. 1 dil, my 
Pest to explain how such surrender would in the end be more of a curse than a 
blessings 

Hn hunidanda begged me to, extract from the Persinn Commissioners a mapt 
whieh the Fawince Nizam showed hinn some years ago, and whieh showed & boundary 
Tine more favourable to the Persians than mine promised to be. : 

Captain. Levine, LALS,, returned. from visit to Major Benn, vhons he reports 
to bon nite batter and able to hobble about on erutehes, Just before lenring 
40 eA sd Captain Levine was summoned to attend Mx. Greensill, is native Indian 
eerie o Had boon long in his service, appears to have gone mad and rie to 
erent ain chvoat with & razor, and inlited severe but, fortunately, nol fatal 
cuts, One of our camohnen the road betw this and the city tried to: a 
et re nan, wl had fallen into a eansl. ‘The reseuer was drowned, afl the other 
man saved 

Me iver ty very high and dooding the country far and wide, AIL the sites of our 
provious_eamps for te Gmie we felt Khywabgab tll ve came her, fe. Det Karim Dad, 
Heat Mukak, Mak, Shabyul, Kuod, Shabristan, are all under water, We sre 
Tuekily on a high gravel plain here where no water cam exer, reach us| The Tere 
ducky om ort nage hurriedly left their former comp on ground just below us and taken 

on our plateau. 

sprit Ie had intended to-tay to propound to the Persians the 
wail would lay: down, tnd Hen start work forthwith to demarcate it 
Are ithers, unfortunately, have a tendency to * gang agley,” and Tf mornin; 
se aie chat he survey of al important rnet, belt a small ono, on the west of 
WPaklit-iShali, wag not to be de ended on, — It is unwise to risk a in such cases, 
AN there is nothing for it but to hold up sny further propounding of ins Award until 
this traot has been definite ed. A surveyor is bein dispatched there with all 
Hssible haste, Whether dhe lds will adit of his getting there retain fe be seen, 
Ibis very mi, Tors at A had hind any inkling of this yesterday, 1 would. have 
deferred saying anything definite to the Afghans, 

Tye persian Commissioners canie at the hour appointed, I told them that | 

‘tite to express the definite opinions Chad intended te, and must 

wot the survey of & doubtful tract, Tn the meantime, I said we 
a ee eke Sigh, Kol, ail Toslay [would content myself with ‘hearing. their 
position of bow they thought the houndary-line rans I first asked tens fon their map. 
Ty wad hey had not heen supplied with one, not even the map, whic accompanied 
ey glum Award, 1 wis prepa for this, and expressed, no more astonish 
eeeit this tring inaccuracy. than mere politeness demanded. | They, howers, 
MOM hearbiteal Award well, and the Yaniin-i-Nizam was able to repeat passages from 
poy: with fair acetic, ut with a few alterations greatly to the, Persian advantag, 
moe Ata be pointed out to him and admitted by comparison with the eertifed 
wri Award sent to ine from Telizan, They thoroughly understood General Goldsmid’s 
SANs Map wba} showed them mine, but said the map was only explanatory of he 
‘Award and not authoritative by itself, Brietly put, their contention ts that they base 
{heir boundary on the written Award, not the map: that northwards the boundary 
wet Hebe caleutated from the northern edge of the Naizar i.e, where the Natzar 


© ‘The Yami says thie was an English: map, which be cut out of a Look of trav H, MeManos. 


Yecomes Hamun, and, as Hamuns are all water, the northem edge of i 

only tangible point for basing boundary. caleulations; that eastwards the ld Helmand 
is the Boundary; that soathnard the line from the Band-rKolak isnot straight 

one, but jntended to be drann so as to eave on the Afghan side only the. present 

cultivated yatches on the river bank such as Mashi, Dak-i-Dehli and Bund-i-Kamal 

Khan, thus leaving Tarakun, &e., in Persian territory. es 

~ Lasked them a few questions, ostensibly for my own information, but 

give hein a deliete hint that there wore other interpretations. of Goldst 

biel ere not quite so farourable to Persian, inerete, | T asked them whether 1 as 

tru that the real bed of the Helmand in Goldsmid’s tine was the present Sha 

Shamshir* that the Naar then extended to Pukok and! Nad Ali and that the 

present Bandi 000 y wer up the river than it was in i872 

“expressed complete ignorance on these points, and. said they would make 
s, I thanked them, aud said I would defer any definite expression of opinion 
y object is, of course, to get both sides to abandon any sanguine views thicy 
have firmed about my Award, s0 that, if possible, exch Tae LA GH have aed 
something when the Award is actually given. fi fo eee 

We are to goto the Sih Koh together a soon a8 posite, 

April 9.—To-day I had a long interviow with the Afghan Commissioner, He 
brought with ins not nly Maan Kit, Dut the “ Come ” of Te ea 
pasate Gee U, ae evidently wanted to have witnesses to prove to the Amir that he 
las done his est to state the Afghan case fa proper manner gave hit every fi lity, 

\ M0 hours to dissertation, on the accuracy and authoritativenes 
ence coro Award ee and how oe line “ that ro "Aves SiC Rae of 
resent, Po erritory in Afghanistan, He read extracts from letters. from Hi 
Highness the Ameer to the Vieeroy, in which names of places Aloaiin baueievalts 
as claimed are stated. He made the familiar appeal, ad misericordiam, to the effect that 
nf award contrary to such definitions woul mean his personal ruin or death, 98 
dicating want of talent or energy on his part in stating the Afghan ease, 1 made a 
suitable fends, and said what was necessity without holding ont any hope of being: 
arti anther Alphas Ha Porn, 19 ane to what extent: my sympathy might be 
with one more than the other side, T took the opportunity, too, of pointing. ou 
interpretation the Persians applied 10, the CASTER untelban aR Tne Ga she 
a -Kohak to Keb--Malik Sib, vie, i accepted, would deprive Afghanistan of 
Hage not to be drawn into a premature disclosure of my own opinion on this 
‘The Akhnndzada, with a very small party, is to accompany i 
ada, II party, is to accompany me to Sah Koh, Ax 
the outa there by Afghan territory is now impassable, he will have to go with me 


‘The Aghan Commissioner and his oe have been much impressed with the 
hi 


hospitality shown them by ‘They have been provided with tent 
hey have been provided \ onts and ull food 
themselves and thelr Hon uidnlevinined vorj hasuaomoly, As the ‘ARhngeage 
has with him representatives from erat, Fa, Kandahat, and is visited daily by 
feadmen from the Helmand districts, the political effect is likely to be widespread i 
hear their opinions on the sul iry loud spoken, ed 
April 20,—It kas been now arranged that [am to make « State entry into the city 
The Governor has been unable to come out here and visit: 


Goldsmid’s ease ; very difficult in itself, and, moreover, li 
lds 3 very di 8 vl, moreover, likely tobe represe 
mischievous attempt to interfere in Mission matters, ‘To makeup fer th ts penae 
of his way: to make my reeoption at the city one hitherto unknown in Seistan, Fis two 
sons an Sardar, and all the sovars up to 200 procinable, are to meet ae some miles 
at and escort me with Jed horses and bans to the ety and take me through streets 
Tne with infantry tothe British Consulate, where the Governor is to call on me that 
ening, having first sent Mehmani and presents to the value of ‘There 
Sreahar, Vins ane SEALS presents to the value of 10,000 krans., ‘There 
This morning L reeeived a letter from the Persian Commissioners which, 1 fens 


+ hie tows to the west of Deh Dost Mohammad, nod was a 

ss ot wot of Deb Das Mam, dw a at fru te min ted of th 

Fi taamle of eg Saar Mebane Khun, my lon fia cla, ws a le ie 

dar Mobammad Umar Khan, as Ch the N fs eat uatie—A. Hl, MeMantos, pi 
(1617) feat Ga 
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Koh is 1} farsakhs from the frontier 
with our arbitration 
work, and t 
tae ‘The Persian Commis- 
0 go to Siah Koh on the 18th, and Tam obliged 
red before they wrote to me on the subject 
re Miller. ‘This is the second time in the 
past week that Thaye had to draw a similar inference. ‘The latter is doubtless trying to 
interfere with my visit to Nasratabad, 2 t 
Tivrote in reply that my duties as Arbitrator necessitated checking the s 
country through which the boundary-line runs, and visiting all doubtful and 
portions, ‘Their present question about Siah Koh makes it additionally n 
Ine to visit that place, and [ proposed, therefore, to carry out my previous in 
loing 80. 
Joins Ported the Afghan Commissioner that, as there wns now some doubt, about the 
Persian Commissionors necompanying me to Siah Koh, le had better defer his cox 
to Nastatabad until the question is settled, He agrees to this, and L am relieved 
¢ortain amount of auxiety regarding his reception at Nasratabai, TE he las to come 
After me, L will by that time have put the matter right with the Hashmat-ul-Malk, 





No. 340, 
Luin Ofjice to Foreign Office —(Received June 4.) 


State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of Sl Dreign Ailvits, and, by direction of Lord Geor, 
{onwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of ine 
Letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 7th May, respecting the Perso~ 
Baluch boundary, 
India Office, June 4, 1903. 


—— 


Inclosure 1 i 
Memorandum, 


THE ) the margin® were transmitted to the Secretary, 
auton, » London, for the inforniat i y's Secretary of 
cover of the Foreign Seeretary’s letter dated the 30th April, 


Tuclosure 2 in No, 
Colonel MeMahon to Government of India, 


Ci Khwaja Ahmad, sipril 18, 1903. 

T HAVE the honour to forward, tor the information of the Government of India, « 
copy (with trauslation) of the marginally cited letters to and from the Persian 
Commissioners regarding the demarcation of the Perso-Baluch boundary southwards of 
Kolisi-Malik Siah ae 

%, The Persian reply to my letter is not satisfactory, and T place no faith in the 
statement that Hey have not received definite instructions. 


P.S.—A copy of this letter and of its inelosures have been forwarded to the British 
Minister, | 


ouel MoMabon, dated April 9: telegram to Colonel MeMahon, dated April 225 
slonel MeMalion, dated Apal 18; telograts to Colonel MeMahon, dated Apel 24, 19. 
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Tnelosure 3 i 40. 


Colonel McMahon to Persian Mamurs. 
(Translation.) 
mpliments,) Aprit 15, 1903. 
the completion of arbitration work is now approaching, I write to inquire 
J ‘ved any definite instructions from your Government regarding 
boundary work from the Kob-i-Malik Siah southwards, aud, if so, what the uature of 
those instructions are, 
It is advisable for me to ascertain those instructions as early as possible to avoid 
delay such as occurred on a previous oceasion should it be necessary for me to make 
further references to my Government with regard to them, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 340, 


Persian Mamurs to Colonel McMahon. 


the 15th April last, You have asked that, if we have 
the matter (of the boundary) from KolviBfalik Siah southwards, mo may acqusint you 
with them. 
You are, of course, well aware of the contents of the telegram® which was issued 
(to ws) at the Deginning of the work, and from which me sent you extracts with owt 
oflicia! letter, viz, that the houndaries there have also been fixed, and we have only been 
ordered to build pillars in those part 

‘As we are in Seistan at present, the Agents of our Government are, no doubt, 
waiting for the required result of the affairs of this place being submitted to them in 
order to favour us with the necessary instructions at the time of our departure towards 
those parts, 


Inclosure 5 in No. 340, 
Colonel MeMakon to Government of India, 


Camp Khwaja Ahmad, April 18, 1003. 

WITH reference to the question of the Pers-Baluch boundary south of Kohei 
Malik Siah, I have the honour to state that I hav« ran a copy of 
Colonel Holdich’s Agreement in Persian, 1 und a copy of the 
original Agreement signed by the British and Persian Commissioners, 

. I consider it necessary to point out that the Persian version ditfers in. some 
Repests from the wording of the Agreoment ai-rosonel by Colonel Holdieh tm 
English. 

|. Tattach, for information, a copy of the Persian original of tho last portion of 
that Agreement referring to the boundary-line between pillar No, 11 and the Koi-i- 
Malik Siah, together with « literal English translation for comparison with Colonel 
Hollich's definition in English of the same portion of the boundary-line. 


4. A copy of this letter and inclosures is forwarded to the British Minister in 
‘Tehran for information. 


(Literal translation of Persian.) 


From pillar No. 11 towards the north of the Tylab Rud to the junction of the 
Mirjawa Rud has been fixed for the boundary, and from there in. a. stv e to the 
nearest peak of the Koli-i-Mirjawa range, which is the limit of all drainage from the 
direction of the north into the Mirjawa Rud, and from there from the summit of 
the peak of Kachah Koh has been drawn from the direction of the north to reach the 
highest point of the Kachah Koh, and from there has been drawn in a straight line to 
the highest point of the Kob-i-Malik Siah, 


‘extracts ane given in the Porsian Commissioner! letter 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 340. 


Colonel McMahon to Government of India. 





lelegt Camp Nasratabad, April 27 (Daibandin, May 4), 1903. 
(re MRASD, refer to my telegram of the jah April and letter of the 18th 
‘April, ‘The more I consider the present persomicl and instructions and intentions 
Of Persian Commissioners, the more certainty see of a deadlock, unless we adopt one 
or the following alternatives: ‘The first is to demarcate strictly in. necordance with 
Tlollich's defnition of boundary-tine, which would forego concession at Padaba, and may 
Aedive a boundary inconseniently near Robat, or even loss of Robat ‘Tans, of which 1 
ravmrot qruarantee the accuracy of position on map. The second is to get Pers 
Guvornivent, Tehran, to accept (2) a modification of boundary on grounds of facil 
fer demareation, such as straight line from. present terminal pillar Kobi Malikei-Si 
to highest peak of Lar Koh, t aight line to highest peal of Kachah Koh, thence 
Watershed of Kachah Koh and 3 thence onward as. defined by Holdich, 
With the uddition of a concession of, say, a mile square of lund with water at Padaba. I 
‘am very doubtful of necuracy of position of Robat Thana on our maps I know that 
Miller ‘has told Persians it is on Persin’s side of Holdich’s line, and they intend to 
make strong stand on t Twill iscussion of Holdich’s boundary 
until receipt of your i ‘A local deadlock is uniesirable from every point 













































No, 841. 


Sin de Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansilowne.—(Received June 4) 


(x 









é Galahek, June 4, 1903, 


seam from Ilis Majesty's Actin: 
reporting the outbreaks ions riots, directed ag 
jected railroads. By the latter le  presamabl 


ole 
r fe 














‘Nal 
Customs andl pry 
cliaussGe Tneinig constructed by the Russians rsinteogel le Ue bal 
ts conversion into a railway ensy. He says that the situation appea 
forious, and that the Vali Ahd, pressed, by the rioters, has ordered the 
Director of Customs to leave Tabriz with his family. 
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sliments to the Under- 
d George Hamilton, fore 
of a telegram from the 
th cruiser “ Infernet” 


India Office (o Foreign Office —(Received June 









f State for India presents 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of 
Wards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, 
Viceroy, dated the Ath instant, relative to the departure of the Fi 


fron Muscat, 
India Office, June 4, 
eS 






HE, Under-Secretary 














Inclosure in No. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

Tine 3, 1008. 
mnce to your telegram of rd instant, 1 bave received by 
nt, Muscat, the following message, dated the 3rd 






(Velographi 
erTURCAT: With, 
telezraph frou the Political 4 








ed. ‘The €Tnfernet’ has just left for the 





further has tra 
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. $43. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 5.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by dircetion of Lord George Hamilton forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated 4th instant, relative to the Mudir of Wakra, on the El Katr coast. 


India Office, June 4, 1903. 


Inclosure in No. 343. 


Gorernment of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 
(Gelegraphic.) P, sTune 4, 1908, 

ON receipt of your telegram of 29th May, about 1 Katy affairs, 1 consulted the 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf, who has sent by telegraph the following reply -— 

“In my opinion the recall of Yusuf Bey by his own Government, would be much the 
better course, and, so long as his ultimate removal is achieved, [see no crete to his 
remaining at Wakra a little longer, I am writing more fully as to this. In the mean 
time could not @ request be made to the Porte that their orders, whieh apparently the 
local authorities are neglecting to obey, should be reiterated?” 

Tagree in the Resident's views, 





No. St. 


Major Coz to Government of India.—(Communicated by India Office, June 5.) 


(Confidential.) Muscat, May 4, 1903. 
I HAVE the honour to refer to the telegrams which have passed with regard to the 


exact reading of the Secretary of State's telegram of 27th April in connection with the 
French flag question. 

‘2, When I addressed you my telegram of 28th April, L thoughtht at the portion 
of the Sceretary of State's message to which I referred was intended to be read— 

“_., Major Cox may be authorised to assure His Highness of the support of 
His Majesty's Government, He (i.., the Sultan) should plead, fe... 

‘From your telegram of 3rd May, however, which has just’ reached me T now under- 
stand the wording to be us first telegraphed, v 

+. « Major Cox may be authorised to assure flis Highness of the support of 
His Majesty's Goveroment if he should (should he) plead that...” 

T uncerstand the telegram to mean “Major Cox may be authorised to assure His 
Highness of the support of His Mujesty’s Goveroment, always provided that in per 
severing in his refusal to release the French flag-holders, he does not give the Breneh 
Consul any invalid or arrogant reason for so doing, but. simply pleads as his excuse the 
fact that the whole question is under discussion in Europe, and that meanwhile, until the 
contrary is proved or adjudged, he is within his rights in so doing.” ‘This is, in, fact, the 
Tine which the Sultan has all along taken and will take; but as even after the Secretary 
of State's explanation I find the wording of the telegram a little ambiguous, it’ seems 
Advisuble for me to report by letter the interpretation which L have put upon it. I need 
hardly explain to the Government of India how very welcome is the Secretary of State's 
authorisation and how much it simplifies matters. 

'B. [regret to report an act of His Highness the Sultan during the past week which 
seems to be injudicious and likely to be mude something of by the French. In para 
raph 4 of my letter dated the 25th April, 1 made mention of the death of the 
French Dragoman's father and the former's departure for his native yillige. He returned 
‘on 24th April, and according to established Arab custom sat. in his house for two days 
receiving condolatory visitors. Among these was the Sultan himself, 

Phere is nothing unusual in itself in His Highness looking in at the house of any 
bereaved acquaintance of respectability, and it is not to be regarded us anything but a 
thoughitless act on the port of Saiyid Feysal im the present instance; bat considering 
‘Abdul Aziz’s personality and the present political juncture, His Highness’ visit of con- 
dolence seems both unecessary and wgrettable, and Lhave taken an opportunity of telling 

fi6i7] 38U 











im what vay views are on the aubject, As was to bevexpected, he replied that it’ sas 
aie aah uct of ordinary eourtesy, and that it did not occur to him that there was Sy 
tere at et the fact is that it will give the French a reasonable handle for the asec 
ary Nahich thoy are always prone to introduce, that in the matter of the, refuss) 
nen Wriidul dia, or the French flag, ot any Kindred question, it is not the Sultan who 
js the prime mover, but the British Government in the background. 
«Priming to the rumoured date of the arrival of the Frenck cruiser Infernet " being 
OiMF thy presence of His Majesty the King in Paris, His Highness the Sultan 
sterior for a change of air, and will remain away until His 















coin 
left on the 2nd instant for the 
Majesty has left: France, 

5, The French Co 
went there while thet 
“Tnfernet 
Abdul Avi 
ave in onder. 





ul either not knowing what to say to the Sur community if he 
allows are in confinement, or else because he is expecting the 
m down, has postponed his departare, but bas sent bi Dragons, 
Mt tosee that the © titres de navigation ” of the home-coming dhows 





















India Office to Forcign Office—(Received June 6.) 


Sir, India Office, June 5, 1908. 
WITH roforonce to my lottor of the 18th May last, inelising @ copy of the 
tologeaphie instructions sent to the Viceroy on the 16th May, regneing ‘the postpone- 
dra i jtatfon i 1 north-casterly dirvetion of che territory of the nine tribes 
i iinity of Adon, Lam directed hy Lore Tamilton to request that you 
iy Tansdowne to. the copy of w telegram from the Viceroy conew 
ravarded to you on the 19th ultimo, 
WNbjet to Lord Lansdowue's concurrence, Lord George 
jceroy’s suggestion that the demarcation shoald be 
‘on tothe sea, as soon as the Amiri border bas been 

























Tam also to say hut 
proposes to 
a sonth-westerly dito 









taketh up 
sottled. 
Should Us proposul eommond iteelf to Lord Lansdowne, Lord George, Hamilton 


rout caitjeet thie tie Resident at Aden should. be instructed to prepare beforehand 
report oh the approsiinate frontier which it would be expedient vo claim for the 
Haushabi and Subaihi tribes. 

Tam further to request that you will ref 
eorrospondence,* between this Office, the Govern 
‘Aden avith referonee to the question of eoncluding Trea 
other tribes, 

Tord Lansdowne will see thi 











or Lord Lansdowne to the telegraphic 
iia, and the Resident at 
‘with’ the Upper Yaffai and 









‘at tho matter has already proceeded too far to enable 
His Majesty's Covetmuent to regede without aggravating the existing situation, His 
Lordahip. therefore proposes, with Lord Lansdowne’s concurrence, 1 authorize the 

sae Tati th procesd in necordance with his instructions of the 4th May 
Tnucing the uestion of eventual delimitation to the desert in nosth-ensteny 
Lae ee gottled in aecordance with’ the decision of His Majesty’s Government 
syed to the Viceroy in the telegram of the 16th May. 





















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | A, GODLEY. 





No, 346, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received June 6.) 


(Confidential) 


Sir, Admiralty, June 5, 1903. 


[ART commanded by my Zonda. Counnissioners of the Admiralty to transmit. to 
you ieowih, forthe informntion of the Marquess of Hanslowne, ct of a tel 
Af today's date, from the Comm, 1 East Indies, relative to the dep: 
Of His Majesty's ship * Po to add that though their Lord 








ine 
from Muscat. Tas 





and 398, 


No. 344". 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. 0'Conor. 





(No. 125.) 
(elegraphic.) _P. Foreign Office, June 


ae da AEPEAT to you 4 telegram from View repesting BI Kat 


lis Majesty's Government would be gl i 
cay ie ier Canes ahd be ghd to learn your opinior 























diated the 


te course 












































No, 345°. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 55.) 
{Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 5, 1903, 

FOU will have received the Viceroy’s telegram of the 31st May respecting the 
Seistan frontier arbitration. 

Ro far as we are aware, previous correspondence, and more especially Mr. des Graz! 
telegram No, 42 of the 2ith July, 1902, your telegram No, 29 of the 9th March last, 
and telegram from the Government of Thdia of the 3rd Mareh last, referred to the 
infringement of the boundary as connected with the water dispute, and not to any 
other boundary. 

Please let me haye your views on this subject. 








Se 


[1617] 3 U* 
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hief would not have withd: 
"had already left, they hi 





ships assume that the Com 
unless the French cruiser 
for confirmation of this assumption. 


wn the “Pomone? 
telegraphed to him 





Tam, &c. 
(Signed) C. I. THOMAS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 346. 
Rear-Admiral Drury to Admirally. 


(Telegraphic.) June 5, 1908. 
“POMONE” left Muscat for Kurrachee, 





No. 347, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 6.) 


(No. 77.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Gulakek, June 6, 1903. 

\WIDIL reference to telegram No, 55 from your Lordship. 

Tt was the water question which provoked the appeal made to us by the Persian 
Government, who are anxious that the Arbitration should be kept to this point. 

We can, however, should the Indian Government, consider it advisable, and so 
we confine it to the Goldsmid lino, extend its scope on the ground that 
counter-complaints against encroachments by Persia, in violation of the Goldsmid 
‘Award, have been made by the Afghans. I have defended our right to do so on this 
ground to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, though only unoflicially. ‘The Shah has sent the latter 
an autograph, which, in connection with MacMahon’s visit to Bundan, ins 
Arbitration should be confined to the question of the Helmund water. Con 
question from the point of view of Persiazmy own inclination would be to limit a 
as possible the scope of the Arbitration. As, however, I understand from the telegram 
which E have received from the Viceroy that its elfect on our relations with the Ameer 
yas also a consideration of importance, I have, in the course of a conversation with a 
Representativ n Office, who was sent to sev me on the subject 
adopted his [+ : gument, and pointed out that Arbitration was not 
oxpressly limited to the water question by the note addressed by the Foreign Minister 
to Mr, des Graz, 
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No. 348. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 8.) 


(No. 308.) 
My Lord, Therapia, June 2, 1908. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram No, 122 of the Ist instant, suggesting 
that I should urge the Ottoman Government to postpone the extension of their 
telegraph line to Kataba, I have the honour to remark as follows :— 

‘A request of this nature would certainly be interpreted by the Turkish Government 
as a symptom of our intention to obtain possession of that place, and it would effect the 
good result which [ hope may be had in regard to the delimitation of the whole Amiri 
5 ier, by telling them that we do not insist upon any claims which we may have to 

Xataba, 

Apart from this, I do not see the n 
delimitation down the Wadi Tiban or, 
‘Turkish telegraph line now goes to T 
exclusively Ottoman territory 

Furthermore, repeated 
that His Majesty's Gov 














sity of this request, or how it concerns the 
even if it did, how I could justify it. The 
s, and from thence to Kataba’ it will traverse 








rances have been given to the Ottoman Government 
mment do not desire any extensive or wholesale departure 
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from the limits laid down by the green line, and I fear these assurances would be 
rendered nugatory by a demand sich as the British Resident at Aden suggests, and 
which I trust your Lordship will not instruct me to prefer. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) -N. R, O'CONOR. 





No. 349, 


Papers communicated by India Office, June 9, 1903. 


Camp Sanah, near Kataba, May 25, 1903. 
‘COPY forwarded for information to the Political 5 India Office. 
(Signed) R. A. WAHAB, Colonel, 
Contmissioner, Aden Boundary Commission, 


Resident, Aden, to India Office. 


(Confidential.) Aden Residency, May 30, 1903, 
COPY of Confidential letter, dated the 80th instant, to the Secretary to 
Government, Political Department, Bombay, forwarded, with compliments, to the Under 
Scoretary’ of State, Political and Secret Department. India Office, London. 
(For Politiea! Resident, Aden), 
(Signed) IL M. ABUD, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Copies of this despatch have been forwarded to the Government of India and 
His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador, Constantinople. 


Brigadier-General Maitland to Government of Bombay. 


Confidential.) Aden Residency, May 80, 1908. 

BY this mail is forwarded a packet contai ‘ feport, dated the 
25th instant, from Colonel Wahab, Commissioner, Aden Boundary Commission, on the 

i tozether with three naps 

the Commissioners :— 

(1.) This woutd, 1 understand, follow the watercourse Known (lover down) as the 
Selat Kataba, of the’ ridge running parallel to it on the south, giving the village of 
Al Ukla to the Amir. From a point rear, and cast, or northeast, of the mound called 

strikes south-west and follows the oveitlow, or irrigation, channel, 
mentioned in previous correspondence, to the well ¢ 
leading south from Katnbi, ‘Thence it leads west-northewest to the junction of the Selat 
Humar with the Selat Katuba, From this point it would, apparently, follow the Selat 
Kataba south-west for 3 to 8} miles; after whiel is. turns westward so. as 
whole of the Dakkam country in the territories of the Ami here 
shown by the green line on the Map *” (general survey of the Amiri border zone). [It 
‘would have been jent if the whole of this line, which represents the green Tine of 
the “Joint Map” inclosed in Colonel Wahab's letter of the 2nd December, 2902, had 
been marked in green.) 

(2) A tne siting a blo, bat falovig ths ain course of the Set Kata, 
therefore giving Kataba to the Amir. Afterwards this line follows the foot of the hills so 
as to include the whole of the Yubi and Haiki country, and. finally joins the green line at 
1 point about three miles west of the junction of the Selat Kataba with the Tibat 

‘The Yubi and Hniki country is a tract of about 130 square miles lying wholly 
‘outside the green line, 
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(B.) A line leaving Kataba to the Turks, as in (1), but taking in the Yubi and Haiki 
country, as in (2). 

3, The British Commissioners are strongly in favour of the second alternative, and 
Geprecate the first line xhich they consider would give an unsatisfactory border. 

4. I confess I have been considerably surprised by these proposals. I knew no more 
of the views of the Commissioners than was disclosed by their telegrams forwarded to me 
for transmission. It was evident that they were inclined to claim Kataba, and. some at 
least of the Yubi and Haiki villages, but after the Secretary of State's telegram of the 
16th May I did not suppose that any claims of this nature would be pressed ; especially as 
Colonel Wahab’s telegram No. 266 repeated the statement made in his No, 260 that the 
Commission had advanced no claims to Kataba. 

5. The Conference in London of August 1902 agreed that the red line on the map 
accompanying Colonel Wahab’s letter of the 7th April, 1902, should be provisionally 
accepted. This Tine indicated, as well as the imperfect knowledge. of the country then 
permitted, the boundary of the Amir’s actual possessions at the time that demarcation 
was proposed by the Turks. ‘The green line of the Joint Map produced in the November 
following was @ modification of the red line, not at all, I think, in the Amir’s favour, and 
the dotted or broken portion of it followed the course of the Selat Kataba and the 'Tiban 
all the way. 

6, That an examination of the ground would necessitate modiications of this line 
was certain, especially as it had heen decided in the meantime to maintain the Amir’s 
claim to the territory of the Dakkam tribe, But I do not think there has been any 
alteration‘in the principle underlying our ., that we should retuin for the Amir 
all the country of which he was in possession in the autumn of 1901, before demarcation 
‘was proposell and accepted. The only exception has been in the ease of isolated places 
within the Tine, like Jalela, of which the Turks had taken forcible possession. before that 
time. The evacuation of these has been caused by the action of His Majesty's Govern 
ment at Constantinople; but no claim has hitherto been put forward to any place on the 
ground that it had been included in the territory of the Amirs of Dthaln prior to. the 
‘Turkish invasion of 1873. 


. No other claim, how been made by the Commissioners to Kataba and the 


territory of the Yubi and Haiki, Iv is not asserted that these places have been in the possession 
of the Amir or his predecessors at any period since 1873, Doubtless it is the case that 


the tendency of the Yubi and Haiki, and of the villagers of Kataba, is to unite themselves 
to the territories under the Amir, and that the‘Turkish rule in this tract is oppressive and 
unpopular, The convenience in certain ways of a frontier which included the whole of 
the plain country up to the foot of the Mares and Al Aud ran also be admitted. 
But Ido not think His Majesty's Government will be prepared, on these grounds, to go 
so far beyond the line which the Turkish Government have been induced, after much delay, 
to accept. 
8, The first of the Commissioners’ alternatives, that is to say, the green line modified 
its of the tribes, and the configuration of the ground is, I think, the 
yost that we ean now claim, and I hope that its acceptance will be urged on the Turkish 
Government. In doing so, it might, perhaps, be pointed out to the Porte that, Kataba 
and the Yubi and Haiki country formerly belonged to the Amirs of Dthiala, and that if 
demarcation js still delayed, and we are compelled to lay down a frontier for ourselves, we 
ed to take theline which can be most easily maintained, It might include 
these places sibly, also portions of the Amara and Homur countty (paragraphs 66, 
to 65 of Colonel Wahab’s Report). 
9, With regard to the monetary claims against the Turks for the losses sustained 
the Amir on account of their occupation of his territory, the Commissioners put forward 
in March a claim for 4,500 dollars. This was for loss Of revenue, &e,, from the villages 
on the plateau between Jalela and Kataba, ‘Two further claims are now submitted, one 
for 5,841 dollars, on account of damage and plunder at Lakmat-cs-Salah, the other 
‘of 3,600 dollars, on acsount of loss of revenue at Mafiri, ‘The total of the three claims 
amounts to 14,241 dollars, and venture to hope that they will be pressed on the Turkish 
Goverment. 

The Commissioners also make a further elaim for 58,800 dollars on account of thirty 
years’ loss of the revenue of the Yubi and Haiki districts. ‘This claim is. preferred on 
iwtally different grounds from the former clams, which are all for losses sustained by the 
Amir on account of the action of the ‘Turks in country actually in his possession, Jt 
could not be put forward unless His Majesty's Government were prepared to make, and 
to maintain, a claim.» the Yubi and Huiki country. But, curiously enough, the Com- 
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missioners would give up the claim for loss of revenue if we obtained for the Amir the 








conntry in respect of which the mi 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) P. J. MAITLAND, Brigadier-General, 


Political Resident. 


Colone! Wahab to Government of India. 





ve : Camp Sanah, near Kataba, May 2: 

1 HAVE the honour to report thar, almost immediately after the evacuation by the 
‘Torks of Jalela and the neighbouring Amiri villages, I moved the Commission to this 
ok Sanah some 2 miles south of Kataba, finding the Turkish Commission camped 
wy that place. 

2, Theie attitude was still their us 
swe suceeeded in wimost at once beginn 
Jiminary to actual demareation. 

3, Tarranged with them to make a detailed survey 2 kilom, roughly on each side of 
where the boundary would run, ‘The map sent with my Report No. 180 of the 2ad Dr- 

r e given line, was styled by the Turkish Commissioners and 
ve,” it being understood that the exact details would be worked 
rae the tiie of actual delimitation, and my information of the country along the south- 
sist continuation of the grecn line towards the Dakkam and Wadi ‘Tiban was so meagre, 
wed ihe Turkish Commissioners’ ray on which it was based probably so inaceurate, that 1 
merely drew & broken or dotted line, ys : ne 
reported in ty telegrams Nos. 256 and 260, "these gross, if not wilful: in- 
accuricies” were soon revealed, watercourses, depressions, and the position. of villages 
Heling marked iniles out oftheir detoal place, and in total disregard of the configuration of 
the ground. 7 : 

‘The ‘orks have no trained Surveyor or instruments, and had evidently never 
expected that their misconstruction of facts and topography, backed up last year by 
tinguments of force and  bluf,” would ever be put to the test of accurate survey. | 

‘Again, they were most anxious to Keep up, in the eyes of the natives, the fiction 
thne the Turkish party which accompanied our survey party on both sides of the green 

ne was participating in the joint survey. By humouring them in this respect, and the 
fexorcise of great forbearance, | succeeded in nearly completing the survey of the ground 
(round und rear Kataba, a8 shown in the copy of the Boundary Survey Map marked (A) 
Horate attached, when the Turkish Commissioners, apparently in virtue of their original 
rtructions, relapsed. into their old poliey of obstruction by claiming that the Selat 
Kataba, hey the Kataba watercourse, or the Amiri boundary, recognized in the Turkish 
Sultan’s veseript in 1619 during the early Ottoman occupation, and by the imams of Sana, 
as shown by the numerous docan ed to my Memorandum No. 180 of the 
2nd December, orth of vies ba, Be a aul 
overilow channel rant or south-west of Kataba as 
‘he Watt Sula close to Kataba, the Wadi 
Shaddad, upon which name even the Turks are agreed, runs south-west for some miles and 
then rejoins the main watercourse, or real Selat Kataba, close to the village of Lakmat- 
«l-Daki, x 
Moons, The untenable theory of the Turks would have obliged our surveyor and this: 
Commission to wilfully mark incorrectly on a map purporting to be the result of an 
hovuvate seiontifie survey, the main watercourse of the country across which the boundary 
is supposed to run. This, of course, was out of the question, and was contrary to the 
Tarkdh instructions, the text. of which was telegraphed by Sit N. O’Conor in his 
No. 11 of the [8th March, ordering the Turks to delimit on the bases of the green 
Ting “in uccordance with the configuration of the ground,” While this inaccuracy of the 
‘Turkish map ‘vas being lnid bare, the Turkish: surveyor” beeame exceedingly suspicions 
and obstructive. a ; 

7 Though the village of Kataba was under the Amir’s control previous to 1873, T 
abstained from making any official claim to it on his behalf, but told the Turkish Com: 
missioners that, 8 configuration of the ground ” showed the Amiri boundary running 
north of Kataba, ld. be better to continue the survey of the Selat Kataba and the 
Wari shaddad to theie junction, with a view to finding a solution of the difficulty. The 
‘Turks ugrecd, and on the following day sent their party to accompany our surFeyor, WHO 











1 one of excessive suspicion, but, in spite of this, 
ng the joint survey which was the necessary pre= 
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‘was working on the 2 kilom. on our side of the ‘Wadi Shaddad, but the third day, when 
our surveyor, in accordance with our agreement, proceeded 10 do the 2 kilom. on the 
north side of Selat Kataba, they not only refused to co-operate, but forbade his working 
there, 

8. They explained their attitude by saying that their instructions were not to delimit 
on the basis of the green line “in accordance with the configuration of the ground,” bat 
“to apply the green line strictly to the ground,” ignoring its manifest inaccuracies, the 
fact that it was a rough line with the express reserve written on the corner of the map 
that its details were taken from Turkish and native sources,” the fact that a great part 
of it from the supposed junction and south-west through the Dakkam country was merely 
dotted, and that the junction of the depression running south of Kataba with the Selat 
Kataba is not as shown on their map just below that place, but agood way south-west. 

‘9. I pointed out the physical impossibility of applying such an inaccurate line to * the 

ground,” and endeavoured to induce them to take a reasonable view, 














configuration of the 
but they persisted in their pretention, stopped the survey on the 22nd April, and, as 
reported in my telegram No, 260, referred the matter home, thus leaving me no option but 
to follow the same course 

10. ‘The Turks having thus rendered it impossible to come to any arrangement below 
the junction of the Wadi Reshan, I endeavoured with them to find the point of contact 
of the Amiri border with Mares between the north-east continuation of the Selut Kataba 














above the point north-east of that place, where the overflow channel ranning south of 
ves the main watercourse running north of it, that is the Wadi Mawad and 


Kataba 
the Wadi Reshan, running between the high hills of Jarad and Barkan and the mountain 
wall of Mates rising abruptly 2,000 feet above the plain. 

11, The Turks declare that the villages of Reshan, Huan Zinia, and Ukta are not 
Mares, ‘so that we should be entitled to include all three in Amiri territory, more 
especially as both the configuration of the ground and Tmami documents, dating as far 
back as 1711 a.p., prove the Amir’s title to the village of Reshan (vide Document 2). 

12. In the hope of inducing my Turkish colleagues to delimit even the 3 miles 
hetween Lakmat-es-Shub and Kataba, [offered to leave the two villages of Reshan and 
Huan Zinia on theit side, and draw the line along Jarad and Barkan to where the latter, 

‘accordance with the configuration of the ground, join on to what they themselves call 
the mountains of Mares, leaving Al Ukla, which is detached from Jebel Barkam and 
Mares, to the Amir, to whom it should belong in virtue of Document 3, According to the 
latter, Bilad-al-Khurraj, which, as shown by the attached certificate of the Cadi of Khobar, 
tinnyrtes AI Ukla,had in the time ofthe foams the same stats as Hala, the ancient seat 
of the Amira near Jalela, ‘The inclusion of Al Ukln is, moreover, essential for finding a 
point to continue the boundary north-cast between Mares and the Shaibi section of Yat. 

18. The large district of Mares, stretching from the Sclat_Kataba to the River Bans, 
and covering an area of some 200 square miles, with its forty villages, is shown by 
documentary and oral evidence to be related to Yafa, all sections of which tribe have 

«by Itnperial Imadé, been recognized as within the British sphere. 
Although the peaceful and friendly character of the people of Mares would have 
insured this Commission an easier passage north-east than through the mote independent 
1d avaricious sections of Shaibi, Mausatta, &c., and. though the reat sources of the Selat 
Kataba take their rise within Mares, yet, in a spirit of compromise, 1 have not pressed 
these elains—an attitude whieh is in sharp contrast with that of the ‘Turks. 

15, As regard the aren Tine on the “approximate” map. accompany 
Report of the 2nd December, 1902, I particularly disclaimed any responsibi 
topographical accuraey, and wrote on the comer of the map that ‘All details on this map, 
to the north and west of Jihaf are from ‘Turkish or native sources.” 

16. ‘The extraordinary and violent attitude of the Turks last year when they occupied 
Jiha and Mafari in force, and fired on any member of our r suring beyond, 
the cordon drawn clear round Dthala, is still fresh in the memory of His Majesty's 
Government. 

77. It then seemed hopeless to find any basis for delim boundary, and, 
in accordance with Government's decision in August last, 1 compiled, at the maximum of 
disadvantage, the information on which a solution of the Amiri question was to be based, 
‘aud then prepared to proceed with the north-east delimitation, Owing, however, to the 
Sime obstructive and violent methods of the Turks from their position at. Jalela, this too 
liccame impossible, s0 that, some seven months after the original decision to proceed with 
the north-east delimitation, His Majesty’s Government decided to bring about the 
evacuation of Jalela and thus put our Commission in s proper position to ascertain 
acourately the details necessary for the establishment of the Amiri border. This 
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Commission is thus only now in’ the position where it ought to have started in December 
1901. Some of the inaceuracies of the green-line map based on the Turkish Commis= 
sioners’ map are manifest from a comparison of the original. green line and the ress at 
the survey (Map A) carried out jointly by the British and ‘Turkish surveyors immediately 
a ee) sation of Jalela, = G 
ee Ye T shoul here remark that the Selat Kataba, or water-course of Kataba, as also 
ther water-courses between the Rivers Tiban and Bana, is not like the latter, a perennial 
Sr sontinuous stream of water, but merely a dry stream-bed appearing topographically As 
pression in the land, and only here and there, according to the configuration of the 
roti, presenting the feature of well-defined banks, the greater part of the water-couns, 
or depression, consisting of fields and cultivation, with difficulty distinguishable from The 
lands on both sides. It is only during the three months’ rainy season it the eae ond after 
the torrential downpour that these portions of the water-courses (Selat or W ay Hee 
steep hills or slopes in the ground is ‘a tlow of water, which in a few hours is soaked in 
‘and disappears in the parched fields, ) Lens 
By a ae tint survey (Slap AY sows that the main watercourse, or Slat Kutaboy 
runs north of Katab, while the Selat Resban is not, as shown on the Turkish map, to the 
ath of Kataba, but applies to the reach of the water-course in the immediate neightour- 
Wood of the village of Reshan, ‘The course of the Selat Kataba after Katuba. runs dom 
‘by Lakmat-ad-Duki, near which it is joined by its tribut , the Selat- Rebi, the Se ; it 
Tasman from the north-east, aud by the Wadis running south of Kataba and oe 
Tilages of Kabiles-Salami and Jes-aleJaual, ‘The, main water-eours or Selot Katab, 
areas ras euch down to the village of Sharifa, on the border of the Dakkam, and om its 
junction with the ‘Tiban, although the villagers give each section OF it ditintive mae 
‘oj fom the juetion of, the Wad Hua t 8 point south of the village of Shakhab it 
thur; lover down, Abita, Hetash, Se, eo a: 
tt We do oe seevaey ena as runing from the junction of the Wadi 
Reshaan wear the hill ealed Bitar, and down to the well AL Aslam, ts simply an overflow 
arent originally started and stil used for itigation purposes in years of heavy ralu, when 
there is a superabundance of water in the main channel. 


Kataba, 


29, As the Selat Kataba, shown as the Amiri boundary in Turkish official documents 
of 1610 Aub, al Imam documents up to the eighteenth century, tuna north of, Kataba, 
that place would naturally remain on the British side of the border, and it was, doubtless 
toubiate such a-contingeney that the ‘Turks in their map juggled with the topography of 
the country round Kataba and e Jed the Selat Kataba the Selat Reshan, which really lies 
to the north-east of Katabi 

28, Apr fom te 

¢ based on the followin 
~~ iN Brangiant 1 attached to this Memorandum. ath Iinami document, dated 

Actos showing that the Atirs had dues and rights in Katabs at that date, 

(2) ‘No. V in my No. 180 of the 2nd December, 1902—Decree of the Imam of Sana 
dated the Mussulman month of Al Haj AL Haram 1217 a.t, or 104 years », or dai ing 
thacthe Ami should. teccive from the Tmaru’s agent and representative at Kataba 
tLillavs and! 30 Kuda of grain pet month, equal to an annual revenue of 1,560 dollars, 


situation of Kataba, the Amir’s rights to the place 


N.B—The same document ordained monthly payments to the Amir of 40 dollars and 
40 kada of grain from the town of Taiz, 


(8) Document No. 32 in my Memorandam No, 180 of the 2nd December, 190%, 
dated 277 ate hea 1860 A.D» an seknowledgment. of the suzerainty of the Amir by the 
aie ror Ratabi who undertook to pay: him 150 dollars per annum as tnbute, together 
Stat hall the praceeds ofthe market of Kataba, previously assigned to the Amite, 

(i) Doconeit Noh of iy No 180 of the Bad December 19902, dated 1283 a. 
i.ey 1868 A.D, confirms the precedin; . 

Fe aeons hrec latter docunients are a it indication of the last 100 years history 
of the place, "The pover of the Tmams of Sona, in Yemen, gradually shrank untl it 
ee tut a short distance beyond the capital of Sana, and Document 2 shows the 


265 
transference of Kataba from the sovereignty of the Imams to the suzerainty of the 


in 1860 A.p., the Sheikhs of the family of Hanumi, ie., 

ikhs of the place, bad become subject to the Amir, agreeing to pay the 

latter 150 dollars as annual tribute, together with half the market dues, amounting to a 

considerable annual sum, and these payments were actually continued for some time after 

the Turkish invasion in 1873, the Amit’s share of the market dues having been since 

appropriated by the Kataba Municip, or, im other words, by the loca ‘Turkish 
officials. 

26. These documentry proofs of the Amir’s rights are conclusive, while the oral 
evidence of eredible witnesses, who remember the state of things before the coming of the 
"Parks in 1873, points in the same directi 

27. The Kadi of Khobar, or chief relizious and legal authority of this whole district, 
where the Sheria Mahommiedan law alone obtains, is not at‘all well disposed to the Amir, and 
was the close friend of th | Turkish nominee of Lakmat-es-Sallah, the author of 
recent inflammatory appeals to Jihad against the British. Yet his evidence is that, before 
the Turks made their appearance in 1873, Kataba was administered by Sheikhs and 
elders, under the Amir, the Imam of Sana’s agent only visiting the place once or twice 
8 year. 

28, Sheikh Musad Abdurrahman Aida Hanumi, son of the Sheikh of Kataba at the 
time of the coming of the’Turks, and subsequently deposed from the Sheikhship on account 

is leanings towards the Amir, confirms the above. 

29, Kataba is a lenge village of some 400 houses, of which over 100 are inhabited by 
Jews, and the remainder by Arabs, the Turkish element being represented by three or 
four officials, together with the military, who are quartered in tents near the remains 
of a small guard-house to the west of Kataba, built many y of sun-dried mud 
bricks, but now marked “ruined” (‘*kharab") on the ‘Turkish map. 

'30, ‘The normal garrison of the place appears to have been some thirty men in 
support of the Jalela outpost, the real military centre being at Nadira, some twelve hours’ 
j con the roud to Yerim 

‘Phe houses, of sunried bricks, are mostly very small, and of oue or two storeys, 
while there is but one small mosque. Owing to the biighting influence of ‘Turkish rule, 
many of the houses are in w dilapidated condition, and over 100 are reported to be 
uninhabited, 

52, The inhabitants are adherents of the Amir, but the recent prompt deportation 
by the Tarks of the son of the Sheikh, who in 1873 adhered to the cause of the Amir, 
Ali Mukbil, coupled with a stern prohibition against visiting us, prevents any overt manifesta 
tion of their feelings. 

83. [should not forzet to add that evon the Turkish Sultan's Rescript, quoted in 
paragraph 39, by decla all between the Selat Kataba and the Wadi Hilah betonged 
to the Amir, obviously included in Amiri territory Kataba, which lies south of the Sclat 
Kataba. 

34. In fact, it is clear that during the nineteenth century, when the power of the 
Imam of Sana was on the decline, the influence of the ancient house of the Amirs, who, 
fir from being parvenus of comparatively recent and obscure origin, date. back at least 
some 400 to 600 years to the time preceding the original Turkish conquest in 1520 A.p,, 
increased, and th ‘tory comprised, beyond their old country, the districts of Yerim, 
Damar, and all the country up to Ibb and Tait inclusive. 

‘36. ‘The Amirship was fora hundred. years a big factor in Southern Arabia, and the 
fact that they originally appear to have been an offshoot of the House of the Imains of 

na seems to have influenced the latter in viewing with complacency the absorption by 
the Amirs of distriets that were gradually slipping from their own grasp. 

36. he approximate extent over which they directly or indirectly exercised authority: 
and indluence previous to 1873 is shown on tracing B,"accompanying this Memorandum, 

‘37. When the Turks, after an absence of 242 years, reconquered Yemen, they swept 
down over the country as fur even as Lahej, which, despite the protests of Her Majesty's 
Government, they continued to hold until a force was uctually marched out of Aden to 
expel them.” They apparently did not at first interfere with the then Amir, Ali Mukbil, 
collecting his revenues (as set forth in Documents 1, 2, and 3) and exercising influence in 
Kataba, in the hope that he would be amenable to their wishes, but when he refused to 
surrender his independence and rights, and claithed the protection of the British Govern- 
ment in virtue of our written engagements towards him, they suddenly appropriated or 
stopped the payment of his Kataba dues and tribute, 
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and demand protection against 
ssident, but, immediately on_his 
seized, and sent off to 

‘del English” protection. 

‘tests of His Majesty's 


the Sheikhship, and when 
of Kataba, his son, Sheikh 
removed him 


ing: a wish to see hin on busin ected. 
Shivikh within the now recognized Amiri limits. 
Should His Majesty's Government decide to support the At 

Yet on its restoration to it, the Turkish resistance to such a course would probably 
the mainly based on the “ argument”” that from tinne immemorial it has formed an integral 
portion of the Sinjak of ‘Taiz, ‘The expression “time immemorial” usualy refers to 
Porton to in the distant past, but in the mouths of ‘Turkish officials would appear 
are careaningless term, having no pretensions to be based on. historical accuracy, while 
eet the entire. so-called "administrative district ” of Kataba fas been earved out of 
“Amiri territory without the slightest regard forthe repeated, remonstrances of His Majesty’s 
Government or the as often repeated assurances of the Sublime Porte, 


‘41, Again, as in the case of Jalela, they may lay stress on the guard-house and 
other Govecnmant buildings at the plage. "However, as stated above, the Turkish map of 
Zakariya E S the guard-house as “ in ruins,” while the only other building of 
a publre nature is that used as tho Government offices, und. is a tworstoried. structure of 
« Duled mud bricks, repaired and whitewashed on one side, some three months ago, by 
Yakativa Effendi, ontof some money collected mostly from the Amie's subjects. 


Dakkam. 


42, Ae the ‘Purks still refuse to admit the Amir’s rights to the whole 
Fajen, the district name by which itis ofiially Known to the Turks, F may again b 
state tlicir ease :— 

43. Tho nami Reseript (No. IV in ny No. 180 of the 2nd December, 1902), 
lated ei 1118, ot asp, 1707, tssigns the Amirs 140 kadas of grain and 140 dollars 
from Jihaf, Pajra. (ie yvand the Humada, and he should protect them from 
Mauresston by: the people of ‘aim Hann, and Radfan, as they are under bis orders, and he 
(ike Aviat) is their representative before God.” This proves the subjection of Rajra, oF 
Dakkam, in the Ansirs in the ti of the Imams. 

e the coming of the Turks in-1873, Document 7 in my No. 160 

rid December, 1902, shows that in Aut. 1265, or a.D, 1 i Zendani, 

2 Nbdallal, Saleh-ad-Dakkarn, appeared before the 

Radi ec Khobar, and “ackuowledged, on behalf of themselves, their relatives, people, and 

All the inhabitants of their countries, that the Amir, Shafil Abd-s was their father 

aNd rater, and that they are hisfor weal or woe, good of evil. ‘They are to listen to and 

Sboy God and him. They have. uadertaken and bound. themselees to pay him iu per 

Hetty 80 dollars anoually, binding themselves to this in the onth of God and in the 
presence of witnesses.” “ ; oa 

15. Aiter the irruption of the ‘Turks info Amiti territory, Husen Naji Zendani, of 

vias forced to subunit to the ‘Turks, and persuaded Abdallah Sateh-ad-Dakkam to 

Nate to them through himself (Husen Noji Zendani), Aer the death of both the 
Pckau foueht and successfally resisted Turkish pretensions. ‘They have never since 
paid tribute or taxes to the Turks, and have throughout ‘acknowledged the suzerainty of 
Tie Minit, Sote seven years ago, at Turkish instigation, Saleh Zendani, their recent 
Nominee on Jihaf, betrayed Sheikh Naji the present Dakkam Chieftain, to the Turks, 
Mio flung hin into prison, and only released him after two months on payment of 300 
dollars as ransom, 

Yo. In Mareh last Muhammad Nasir Mukbil, after laying waste the villages of Jabal 
Hoshn, threatened to invade the Dakkam, ‘Tke Commission brought the faets to the 
potice of Governtent, adding that the Dakkam ‘tas a whole” should be included in the 


267) 


‘Amiri border—a view which was endorsed: by his Excellency the Viceroy in his telegram 
of the 6th March, 

‘47. In the map attached to my No. 180, of the 2nd December, 1902, I left the 
green line in the Dakkam country datted, remarking “ between Kataba and the Humada 
the country is unsurveyed owing to the determined opposition of the Turkish Commis- 
sioners to any British party visiting the disputed territory,” and I have since, discovered 
that some Dakkam villages marked on the Tur h map as on tl le of the dotted 
line are really beyond it, while Ukaib, the residence of the Dakkam Chieftain, is on the 
west sige of the Wadi Tiban, 

48. Dakkam (Fajra), in pre-Turkish times, as shown by the above-quoted docu- 
ments, bas always gone with Jihaf, while the Turkish relations with the place have also 
been through the Jihaf Sheikh, and now that Jikaf has been restored to the Amir, the 
Fajra (Dakkam) naturally reverts with 

‘49. The Dakkam Chieftain, who, during the first days after our arrival here, 
was busy looking after refugees, the vietims of Turkish oppression in the Haiki 
Country, hias come in to renew in person his relations of friendship and fealty. with 
the Amir. 

50. When the Turks, on the 22nd April, stopped the joint survey T sent a survey 
party into the Dakkam country. ‘This provoked rather violent. protests form the Turkish 
Commissioners, but as our claim to the Dakkam, “as a whole,” is so clear, and as it 
would probably have taken weeks, if not months, to. obtain the acquiescence of the 
Sultan's Government to our survey, I iguored their protests, and completed the 
survey. 


Haiki and Yubi. 


e are the villages of the 
the limits of the Amir 


prevented by the Turks from visti 

information “ from ‘Turkish or native sources,” 

Tillages were situated, not actually on the dotted green line, and in the plain. between 
Mount Jihaf and the range to the north, but among the Wills of that range. 
Circumstances then pointed to the possibility of the Yubiand Uaiki remaining on the 
‘Turkish side, 

53, Ho shortly before the evacuation of Jalela, Zakariya Effendi, former 
‘Turkish Commissioner and Acting Sub-Governor of Katabs, but since dismissed fro 
oth funetions owing to the remonstrances of His Majesty's Government, proceeded to levy 
taxes from the Yubi vil with the usual ‘ish accom ents of plundering and 

It Bifendi, aware of the old relations between 

to terrorize the former and thus prevent 

Ilis subordinates carried out the work in 

bliged to flee, and 

i. protection in accor- 

e ther 
and told the Ami 
time, got the Tur 
presence of the Commission here, 

54. ‘The document shows that in 1867 the Yubi recognized the Amir as “ their father 
and Ruler; that they were absolutely under his orders; that they paid him w fixed 
tribute, and that he undertook to proteet them against aggression. ‘The Contracting 
Parties are the Amir Shafal on the one hand, and Sheikh Ahmad Said (Sheikh of the 
Maiki) on the other. On the death of the latter, the stipulations of the Agreement were 
‘ontirmed, as shown in the third part of the document, by his son, Said-bin-Said, whose 
Son is now Sheikh of the Haiki, The second part of the dacument is between the Amir 
aul the Yabi Sheikh» Mokbil Na, whose brother, ‘Abinad Naji, is the present Sheikh of 
the Yubi. 

55. The tract of country inbabited by the Yubi villagers, some of whom are on the 
southern or Jihaf side of the Selat Kataba, is the small plain Iying between the mountain 
of Jihaf and the Dakkam border on the south and the lofty range of Al Aud on the north, 
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in by i tain barrier of Al Aud and 
hrile on the east they are hemmed in by the continuous mount ; vd 
Fae ot ur clans to which latter we ate disposed to surrender to the Turks: On the west 
cir boundary is the Hniki country. oe) : ie 
thelr Poundary it the TA have been foreed by Turkish exactions and oppression, te 
jgrate, and they now possess come seven small villages, composed of to or three 
ses, each house being surrounded by some huts inlabi ted by the slaves and resins 
of the, sae it ei i ides these villages ere are 
the master of the house, with their fanilie ides ges there ae 
Shout twenty hamlets, consisting of from four up to twenty huts, scattered over th 


jection of the Yubi villages to the Amirs 
western neighbours, the Haiki. The area 
while their lages number six, 

"Phe Haiki case has also been 

‘Since our arrival here the 


algo e 
ff their country is about the sau 
wih eghtecsarmets bot sina 
bronght into prominence by Tur i g. Siice our arciral "here the 
reat uidently with the sine idea of terrorizing them, have earried : . 
Atta village, destroying theie villages with eannon and forcing th tants to take 
 Dakham country : Reet : 
58, the eae whieh the iki-Yubi and Amiri relations, are, based, ene 
doted 1085 a.mt, ie, 1807 A.D, oF some six years before the Ngnning of, Tuskieh 
tot ee ab porectly authentic and genuine, beings drawn. up by the Soyids of 
TDabiyaty io ae stl extant, nnd wienssed by texpestable Shel, wi 
mitts direct subjects, anid whose testimony is consequently tn iables 3 : 
ar mean, Daeuorent, No. 9 attached to my Memorandum on the Sete Border, 
No 20 aPake Bed December, 1902, isan oficial Teter dated 1029 Ay or YO18 #0. oF 
aro. ee aah of Yemen, enbodying the Turkish Sultan's Imperial Reseript. onirutte 
oe eae boundaries trom the Selat Kataba fo the Selat Milab, with all te 
Pea an them nd. from. tue Wasi, Bana: go_the Wadi Tika, with all: cheb S 


i i ‘shown ot the map 

jes, Ste.” Vater-courses like the Wadis Rebi, Husman, Jimri, Ke. shown on U » 
Se NS Keataba and Wadi ‘Cibao, run through the Haiki and: Yubr 
ws Inui or the Amir righte in the matter are supported by documents, dat 
Y619 Acb, oF during the Turkish era, and 1867 Ady oF the era of the Imams 


na wkd that in neither the Haiki nor Yubi districts have the ‘Turks any, post 
barracks, or permanent official buildings, ; . 
aa eee ayal of ‘Turkish, obstructive methods in the matter of the Dalbkan, Witt 
AL Ukla, and their extraordinary interpret ition of the course of the Sel re me res : 

aa fo the Joint Commission to refer to thee respective Governments thy 
points that could not be decided on the spot, leave me no choice but to seri pe ee 
rections to Ulis Majesty's Goverusent, have, therefore, staat te ota ofthe Yuli an 
Hlaiki, as, should His Majesty's Government decide not to condone ‘Turki! eee os 
eaarehit ainytts ond aust on heir being: vestored to. the Amir, their ine easen Tht 
and comprehensi settlement would seem natur yy, just ve ah a fey 
‘apparently ‘dentally included in the Iradé of the Gee sal, ae ode 8 | is 
British claim over the Yala, ‘although the Turkish Com ‘joners here ‘ arts feet 
tnake more stubborn fight over them than over many portions of Amiri territory ly 
rished by thelr Governnnent, 

eT eo ac vite over the Yubt ant Halk being ineontrovertibl, there pamins 
the queation of the expediency of claiming. then, both from te poitieal pont of ie as 
ae aeiette paint of view of ocuring a sound border. 1 can sey nothing cn te Por 
ae the question, but the pretensions of the ‘Turks to prove that tne TEAL © 
ade taba shox the hopelessness of an open watercourse, dry practically Soret 
te eae ate year, covergd with eltivation, and lying weroes the plain, ever, SrnOg & 
permanent border, that ‘Turkish fiefs, custo house and. ther are lel A resped A 
Mile the boundaries of the Yubi and Haiki, running up to the cot of the lay ranges 
tee ond ATares from the natural diviingeline between the plain and che highlands 
ba i F an open fan-shaped plain, 
Ine area occupied by these two sections consists of an open fan-shaped pt 

sth veal draversed by the numerous water-courses which meet near oe head 
‘of the Tiban Gorge between the Hosha and Jihaf Mountain. Were eer - is 
aan he very desirable result of Keeping, aggressive and unscrupulous Tye 
Ani tilery cat of thie piain might be obtained. Once out of the plain, tek Bae iS 
aoe LL not easily lend itself to the establishnient of custom-houses intenee 
strangle the Aden Hinterland trade than for the collection of legitimate revenue. 
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63, Under the very eyes of this Commission they have started customs under tents 
in disputed territory to the south of the Selat Kataba, and are levying dues far in excess 
of the 1 per cent. export and 8 per cent. import daties sanctioned by Treaty. They have 
detained even our Commission cemels for three days, despite our protests, only releasing 
them on cur paying exorbitant dues, T have remonstrated with them about the propriety 
of starting a customs, even in tents, within the belt of territory still to be delimited; but 

ng, to begin converting the ciistoms 


t ou the reinstatement of the Amir in his rig! 
over the Haiki and Yubi, the Ottoman Government should certainly be compelled to 
refund him the revenue he would have drawn during the last thirty years, amounting, at 
the 100 and 150 dollars per annum stipulated in the Yubi and Naiki documents, respec- 
tively, to 1,501, calculated at the former rate of rupees 2:8 to the dollar and 123 rupees 
to the £ sterling. 

If paid locally by the Yémen authorities—a course which would save the Ottoman 
Government the difference arising from the depreciation of the Maria Theresa dollar—the 
amount would be 7,600 dollars. I may add that the Turkish officials lave been 
endeavouring to extract annually from the Yubi 1,500 dollars and about 2,000 dollars 
from the Haiki, or 3,500 dollars in all per annuvr, with the result stated above that the 
country has been practically reduced to a waste, most of the villagers: having emigrated to 
places where they are not so exposed to Turkish exactions, 

65. Should the Amir's rights to these lands be compounded for the above money 
payment, that sum represents what he has lost during the last thirty years’ wrongful 
occupation by the Turks, and does not allow for the * goodwill” or a number of years! 
purchase, It would, therefore, scom advisable not to forinally and officially surrender his 
laims and thereby prejudice the future; for, if his northern houndary is drawn across the 
plain from near Kataba to the Wadi Tiban along a dry water-course, full of cultivation, 
such a boundary is almost certain to lead to disputes, eventually forcing both Governments 
{reopen the gre question. This is specially to be foreseen in the eneo of neighbours, 
who, like the Turks, display such raiding tendencies in the collection of taxes and their 
so-called “ suppression of smuggling.” 


Amara, Hunar, Shurman, and Janadiya, 


66. Document 4, which is a Decree of the Imam of Sana, bearing date aut. 1118 or 
av, 1707, assigns to the Amirs specifled amounts, in addition to those duly fixed and 
received by them from the time of their predecessors, viz,, 50 kada of grain monthly 
(amounting to some 600 dollars per annum) from Hamar and Shurman, and 30 dollars’ 
worth of grain in kind with 40 dollars per month (i.e., 90 dollars per month, or 1,560 
dollars per annum) from Janadiya and Amara, the fixed amounts from Uddain, az, and 
Kataba to be continued to him as usual, and he has to ensure the safety of the roads. in 
his territor; 


N.B.—The plirase from Amara” to ‘in his territory” was omitted through the 
copyist’s error inthe translation submitted in the Memorandum of the 2nd 
December, 1902. 


67. ‘The lands of Amara, Humar, Shurman, and Janadiya lie in the westem 

of the Wadi ‘Tiban, and were, consequently, as shown by the document quoted in 
paragraph 59, within’ Amiri limits, ‘The Turks have bad no regular administration in 
These parts, but ruled them through their nominee, the notorious Muhammad Nasit Mukbil, 
who lived at Dahench, near the village of Mavia, 

68. His attempts, culininating in the Ad Dareja incident in 1901, to inctude Haushiabi 
territory within that of Humar, though defeated in that instance, may have Leen to small 
extent successful in other cases which have hitherto escaped notice, ‘This Commission 
hhas not yet had an occasion of visiting and examining the Haushabi border, but it is to 
be foreseen that any minor rectifications of that border which may be found necessary at 
the moment of actual delimitation there would be rendered impossibie if the Atniri rights 
to Humar are now definitely ceded to Turkey. After any such cession to the Turks, they 
‘will hold us strictly to what they now consider the border between Haushabi and Humar 
and as tho Hausbabi have no claim to Humar, the possible necessary rectifications of the 


{i817) az 
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Haushabi border, on the nine tribes basis, would only be practicable by keeping open the 
‘Amit’s claims to the former Amiri clan of Humar, It may even seem advisable, while 
to claim the country of the clans Amara and 

jay, and giving a 

defile throught the 


69. The Turkish Commissioners lia 
no elaim on it, leaving the decision to His Majesty's Goverament, 

70, As shown by the red fine on tracing (B), attached to this Memorandum, the 

Amir’s sphere of influence and authority, delegated by the Tmams even as far back as 

‘07 Ab, covered a wide stretch of territory, but, the Amir timself draws a distinetion 
between the territory between the red and blue lines, where he exercised no really direct 
ani independent sway, and the territory south of the blue and green lines, which, he 
diveetly governed, both with the consent of the Imams and that of the people of the 
countiy, as proved by the dacuments exhibited, I refer to the Haiki, Yubi, and the 
village of Kataba. 1 have shown that his rights over all three are indisputable. 

TL. As regards Kataba, it has been the centre of a caza or administrative su 
‘and as auch the Torks may be specially anxious to retain it, but, as mentioned above, the 
‘¢former” Caza of Kataba was carved almost entirely out of Amiri territory, and com- 
prised Upper Yafa, with Shaibi, Shairi (Jatela), Jihaf, Mafari, &e, tis highly inexpedient 
that the administrative centre of even the now reduced caza should be situated on the very 
fedge of the Atniri border, and, if a concession is made to the Turks and Kataba left in their 
possession, our line should be rigidly drawn close round the place, so us to accentuate the 
present tendeney of the Turks to remove the “ eaza" centre to the healthier spot of Nadira, 
Tome twelve hours journey north of Kataba. In that way Kataba itself would sink into 

ince and cease to be a potential source of unrest on the Amir's frontier. 

72, Aline drawn from the point of junction of the Setat Reshan and the Selat 
Kataba (close to the hillock called Bitar”), where the overflow channel comes down in 
front of Katabas then along the channel bed to the well called Al Astum, and thence 
across to the junction of the Solat Humar with the Selat Katabs, would secure this result, 

® leaving two toads from Kataba to the Mares country in the hands of the Turks. 


Amir's Money Claim against Turkish Government, 


74. Whatever be the final settlement of the Amiri question and border, the Amir 
Jnly entitled to compensation by the Turkish Government for his more direct fin 
nig from thelr disturbing the atatus quo of the period preceding the arrival 
Our arrival was the cause of the violent attitude of the Turks, and by 
tinyz on the restoration of that statue quo, His Majesty's Govern: 
nt responsible for the losses thereby occasioned to the Amir and his 
adherents. 

Ti. My telegram of the 12th June, 1902, and my despatch of the 4th December, 
1902, rterred to 4 portion of these losses, ftcr the restoration of the status 
quo that 1 was yy telegram of the 11th \ to give n more 
A dimate of the Amnie’s direct losses from the loss of revenue, damage to propert 
his villages south of Kutaba, amounting to 400/, or 4,800 dollars 

75. From. the correspondence I notice that at Constantinople this was interpreted as 
yovenuc collceted by the Turks. I ave no means. of ealeulating the amounts exacted by 
the Turks, the 400L, (4,800 doliars) representing the vevenue which the ‘Turks prevented 
the Amir from collecting during the period of their disturbance of the status quo. 

“ih, ‘The Secretary of State's telegram of the 18th Mareli to the Resident stated that 
the British Ambassador “as officially assured that orders were being sent for repayment 
to the Amir of 400, while the Secretary of State's telegram of the, 19th March stated 
that the Britisly Ambassidor had been instructed to use his diseretion in the watter, rather 
leavin, ‘at it was not being pressed, while again in his telegram of the 
sth March to the Foreizn Office, the Ambassador spoke of fixing a date for payment by 
the Turkish tant of “taking our owa measures to recover” the sum, if not 
paid by that date. 

77 ‘evacuation of Jalela by the Turkish Goveroment was but a very tardy 
recognition of the Amiti and British claim to the country which it dominated, and left 
great portion of the Amir’s country in such a disturbed state that he has had considerable 
Expense in reducing matters to onder again. ‘There is no question of asking the Sultan's 
Gavernuieut to reeoup the Amit for such outlay, but his previous losses, such as the 4002, 


revenue, should most certainly, I think, be made good to him by the Turkish Government 
or its Yemen authorities. % 

78, There are two other items of the Amir's losses where the Turkish Government’s 
direct responsibility was involved, and where consequently a good claim for indemnity to 
the Amir lies. One of these was when the Turkish Chief Commissioner proceeded, with a 
force and two guns to Lakmat-as-Sallah, ousted the Amir’s Representative, and installed 
the Turkish nominee, Seid Ahmad Mohsin, the subsequent author of inflammatory letters, 
who, with his followers, aided by the 'Turks, plundered, destroyed, or removed the property 
of the Amir's agent and his relatives. 

79. On the restoration of the status quo the Amir had to make good these losses in 
great part out of his own pocket, and the Turks should certainly be compelled to refund 
ini the amount. I have been to great pains to obtain accurate estimates of the Laakinat- 
‘9s-Sallah losses, and I herewith forward detailed accounts of the same, vouching for their 
being rather under than over the exact totals. ‘They amount in all to 5,841} dollars, 
Which at the present rate of exchange are equivalent to rupees 7,216 : 5 : 0, or 481 4s, 

80. Another item of loss for which the Turkish Government was directly responsible 
was the Amir’s Mafari loss of revenue, &c. 


Mafari, 


His Majesty's Government will recollect the Turkish occupation last year of the 
disputed territory of Jihaf, whence a ‘Turkish force with one. of the Commissioners 
proceeded to Mafari and ejected the Amir’s people, doing considerable damage to their 
propert 

$1. Mafari, as proved by Documents 16 and 17, sent with my No. 180 of the 2nd 
December, 1902, is the property of the Amir; and his loss of revenue, &e., owing to the 
‘Turkish usurpation in 1962-1903, amounts to 3,600 dollars, or 3001, 

'82, The three foregoing items, amounting in all to 14,241) dollars, or 1,181. 4s,, 
represent the Amic’s direct losses occasioned by the disturbances of the status quo 
of October 1901, and in no way include his many indirect losses during or belore that 
period, ej. his stipulated annual payments from Jihaf, Dakkam, &. ‘Their refund to the 

‘qud non of any comprehensive settlement. Similarly, should the Turkish 

abi, Haiki, and Kataba be condoned, such condonation should. be 
continger paving to the Amir the amount. of revenue he was entitled to 
Graw from them during the last thirty years, throughout which they have, without any title, 
‘enjoyed the usufruct of these places. 1 have given the details above (see paragraph 23), 
fand the total sum, omitting the Amir’s share, of the Kataba market dues amounts to 
58,800 dollars, or 9,000L, i.e., 147,000 ropees at the average old rate of exchange 
‘of 3 rupees to the dollar. 

‘83. The three claims arising from the disturbance of the status quo, together with the 
Yubi, Hoiki, and Kataba items, would thus amount to 73,0414 dollars, or 11,431L 4s, 

Sa. lt paid like the txeont Italian Red Sea piracy claims, ise by the Yemen 
atheros the ater would qyetee to pay to, th Comision or aomne other Representatina 
of the British Goveranient than direct to the Amin. 


Resume. 


85. White leaving the question of Amara, Humar, Shurman, and Janadiya to the 
appreciation and decision of His Majesty's Government, the foregoing shows that, if we 
surrender our claims to Mares (as 1 am disposed to do), three solutions of the present 
ficulties of the Amiri border suggest themselves -— 
—(1.) To delimit on the basis of the green line, with its inaccuracies and unavoide 

able defects 

For this it is indispensable— 

(a) To include the Dakkam portion of Fajra as a whole. 

{b.) To inelude the villoge of Al Ukla. 
(c) To draw the line close round Kataba, as in paragraphs 71 and 72, s0 as to foduee 
the Turks to remove their administrative centre back to Nadira, 

(d) To secure payment to the Amir by the Turks of his losses, amounting 10 
11,2910, 42,, of 73,0419 dollars. 

‘Dhis would be a settlement very generous to. the Turks, and would 
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factory border, running across a plain, and not sharply defined by any well-marked nataral 
feature, 

'31.—(2) To seoure the rectification of the broken. portion of the green line implied 
by the restoration to the Amie of the Yubi and 1aikt villages of Fajra, with Raves, the 
Fayments to the Amir being correspondingly reduced to 1.1811. 4s. or 14.2418 dollars. 
Free crrald aot inerense the responsibilities of the Amir or His Majesty's Government, and 
‘vould give, instead of the dotted portion of the green line, u natural frontier of a lofty 
Wruntein gange ax opposed to a fine ronning across a plain. The Amis rights to al 
Tigeer us shown above, are clear and unanswerable, while the rights of the Turks are 
there thoxe of usurpers. ‘They have no officials or other vestige of administrative contrat 
Pe Halk! or Yubh villages, so that their withdrawal of the two or three officials and 
their present amall force at Kataba would, ipso facto, vield the above frontier, 

$B. 7 should, perhaps, explain that ‘the term “Fajra,” which nieans © cutting 

vie applied to the country above the Tiban gorge between, Mounts Hosba and 
Tihats and the vord *Fajra,” according to the Turkish interpretation, + 
Dakkam, Yubi, and Haiki: so that Yubi and Haiki would be compris 
ond in Documents 7, 8 and 13 attached to iy Memorandum of the 2 


89 ‘The third solution would be to include the Haiki and. Yubi within our 
poundny, leaving Kataba to the Turks in the say indicated in (1) (c)y fn whieh case the 
‘Amit’s indemnity would be $981. 4s. or 61,0513 dollars, 

‘90. Solution (2) would unquestionably be the most satisfactory. For it would not 
only gives frontier the sharply-defined natural configuration of which would make it well- 
siak Giupossible for the ‘Turks to transgress—thns putting a, permanent stop to their 
aoe tlie belaviour during the last thirty years—but it would, moreover, restore to the 
Air the real limits within whieh iis predecessors exercised direct control. ‘The 
‘Marke would, no doubt, resort to she same tactics of bluff” as Inst year, but would wot 
carry thew to anything like the same length. Sultan's Government must recognize 

tice of the Ani's tighta ab set forth in the documents quoted, and, though the 
Gonttissioners here may misrepresent. watters, they know well the: weakuess of their 

Wvhile the Sultan, judging by. the British Ambassador at Berlin's te 
T6th March last, would not get mich foreign encouragement, 

1 The green Hine drawn nt Dihola under considerable. disadvantages, and {rom 
apparently wilfully inuecorate Turkish information, bad as its basis the Selah taba, with 
sei putaes, and the DakKam border, A rectification of it (especially the dot 
portion), fuking in the Haiki and Yubi vitliges, is ineonsiderable, a6 thet lands extend 
iy Trem 2 to some 7 miles beyond i, thelr villages tying between the tributaries of the 
Selat Katab 

‘02, "The port of the green line between Lakmat-es-Shub, and Kataba was und 
stood ta be the border between Arnie territory and Mates, our vlaims to which districts with 
its forty villages, we propose to surrender to the Turks. | 
Siliuees of AI Ukla, Huan Zinia, and Resban are not Mares, “They mast consequently be 
eieeesctie Selat Kataba runs north, and not (as wrongly asserted by the Turks) south, 
Ar Kutabay while the groen line below the supposed point of junction of the two water- 
Ghunses running to the north and to the south of that place, and down through the 
Dakkam, was let merely dotted or broken, 

Hho iden muy occur to His Majesty's Government that there is no finality in this 
question of the Aden hinte ‘his is uot so; and now that, since the 
daeeton of daleli and the adiission by the Sultan of eur claims to all setions of Yafa 
cere aniesion is in a position to form some general ilea of that frontier, T may point 
ii That the important part of that frontier is the stretch from Kataba to the south 
of Tala, 

iid, ‘To the north-east, the international or ‘Turkish aspect of the question was settled 
in principle by the Trade obtained by the Constantinople Embassy on the 13th February 
trad rnekmowledging all sections of the Yafa as within the British sphere, aud if teeity 
Wengements are made with Beda and Behan, the difielties up to the order of Rada 
Malt to be apostly internal (i, with the tribes, and wot with the Turks)s the Aubskt 
Hadramut xd against outside interference or encroachment, 

Ba. tte the south-west, the Haushabi and Subehi tribes are already acknowledged 
tho ‘Tagks as two of the “nine cantons” under British influence, so that our difficulties 
along their borders ought to be merely matters of minor reetifications, while, os rt nds 
Te ES unhealthy sandy. plains towards Sheikh Said, onee the point where the boundary. 
Tn abuts on the-sea is txed, a mile or two inland one way or the other will not matter 
much either to the ‘Turkish or British Government. 
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96. The Amiri has not even yet been expressly admitted as one of the nine tril 
x even J ly nine tribe 
the Sultan's Government which still styles the Amir Sheikh of Dthala,” and, o oat at 
fact, the Amir s not one tie, but 8 collection of clans, either owing direct allegiance 
e ees i 
Bese Aa, i Desai MAE Yubi, Haiki, or under his suzerainty, like the Mihrabi, 
97. As shown above, his limits, as far back as 1707 A.p., compris Tai 
his limits, as far back as comprised Tbb, Uden, Taiz, 
and Dean tbat oven the Air, deapicall Yorand bie predecentors have aufered atthe hnods 
of the ‘Turks, has no idea that these limits should be restored to him. Unlike, for example, 
the Haushabi or Yafa, the Amiri confederacy was of a loose nature, affording the Turks 
ate ie piecemeal encroachment, and nowhere else along the frontier do J anticipate 
anything lke the ditties nd delays enenuntere in the settlement of the Ami 
‘98, The rectification of the green line to the extent shown by the blue li 
i he g 0 the exte by the blue Tine on the 
accompanying tracing (B) would again bring under bis control the Has and YoUt villages 
with Kataba, would restore him the linits of the country once under his direct rule, and, if 
supplemented by the portions of Amara and Humay necessary to round off the point of 
1 of the Amiriand Haushabi borders, would give a final and sound frontier which 


it not y 1 Government as ours, 
delinitadon onthe prince of Reaniiake™ ialio out of the wuston, the Turkish 
ommissioners being unable to yield an inch beyond what is actually laid dow in C 
Sultans trig as interprte tena . pT OOS 

(03, At the outset His Majesty's Govern nent tacitly aeoeptel the aetual wording 
the Turkish Governmeut’s proposal for delimitation, aan ena iciesaloar ae tie 
Commission have been confined to communicating to us the text of the Imperial orders to 
our Turkish colleagues, obtained with much trouble from the Sultan's Government, ‘The 
clays and disadvantages of such a system, with the heavy expenditur it entails on Lis 
Majesty's Government, are obvious, and the present difficulties regarding the necessary 
reclifications of the green line are entirely the outcome of the obstructive tactics pursued 
by the Turks last year, if not, indeed, during the last thirty years, 

104. [ have the honour to attach three mapsand a photographic panorama, ‘The latter, 
taken from Lakimat Magharam, a mile west of Sana, shows the oyen nature of the country 
Uetween Jebel Jthaf and the high range rising behind the HaikieYubi border and north, of 
Kataba; while giving an exaggerated idea of distance, it rather dwarfs the mountain 
Map (A) is ajacsimile of the map on the scale of agbrz (about 1) inches to 0 mile 
tpedally made for the delimitation by our surveyors, accompanied by a Turkish officer and 
party, as explained in paragraph, 5. ‘This survey was abruptly stopped by the Turkish 
Commissioners on the 22nd April. Map (B), scale r5aboaa (about 16 mules to an inch), 
isa sketch map of Soothern Yomen showing the extent of the Amir’s territory in past 


times, and the towns beyond his actual borders from which he drew tribute. Map (C) 
aie jee drew tribute, | Map (C), 















cale-qyérzo (2 miles to an inch), i the result of the survey just completed of the Amiri 
Hae aaTa® “A ‘comparison between it and the map on the same scale on whieh the green 
border 20m cd shove the serious inaccuracy of the part west and southawest of Kataba 
dee yess taken from ‘Turkish sources, and the impracticability of * applying the greet 
yet aly to the ground,” as the Turks insist on doing, The position ofthe villages of 
Fee een stabll Hurud, Habil Rafa, and the junction of the Wadi Safiya with the Selat 
Kataba, 16 well as the Selat Kataba itself, are examples of this. 

Wes have not drawa the Amiri boundary on the map, leaving it to His Majesty's 
Goveroient to decide Gnally where that boundary should ron, The Dakar limits are 
evernneurately ; those of the Haiki and Yubi approsimately, our sureeyors beings as 
aptuined in parvaraph 102, presloded from visiting the country. Still, though fhe font 
graphical detail could not be fully shown, all villages w hich it may be necessary to include 
Fy vrder to obtain a aatisfactory border ate comprised within the blue lines. 

106. ould His M 5 Government decide to insist on the Ottoman Gover 
adwilting the Amirs claiu to. these clans, orders to the Tur 
recognize the Haiki and Yubi_ within the British sphere would meet the requirements of 
Tee in te instance of the Trad6 including the Shaibi with the Yafa, by which t= 
Haunidary between that district and Mares was practically Gxel as far uorth-otst the 
aoe pet ine borders of the Amara and Humar ace only approximately indicated, as 
the surveyors were unable to visit any points ‘commanding a good view of that district. 

Torte is usual, in Jaying dow a boundary, to mark it with eairns of pillars. In U 
cease of the Aden hinterland, hower shave any 
rewular adininistration, itis certain 


















































where neither the Turks nor oursel 
fat any ae irks would be speedil 
Trev Arabs on one sive or the other, the Turkish: Arabs accusing ours of doing & 
aoe ara, and would. thus be the eause of constant litle frontier incidents. | Subject 
iets aproval of Ilis Majesty's Government, L would be disposed to mark the boundary 
tnorely on a joint map, accompanied by a more or less detailed description of the 
natu feaures defining it svt asthe vlliges, watercourses hills, &c,, on eather side, 
have, &e. 
(Signed) R. A. WAHAB, Colonel 


Commissioner, Aden Boundary Commission. 
























ks on the 22nd March last to evacuate 
to the actual ground,” to 





P.S.—The instructions whic reached the ‘Tw 
Jilelo ordered them, while “applying the green Tine strieu 
the rights of their Government for subsequent discus 
The Sublime Porte and His Majesty's. Embassy, Constantinople, 
the spot by the Joint Commission to determine the Amir bonter could have een tinal, 
fund the present Feforence home was in any case inevitable, 
RA. We 


















te 
‘Translation of Imami Document. 


In the name of the most compassionate God. 


‘The Honourable Amie and noble champion Matabar-bin-Mokbit Shafal shall contin, 
aceoriing to the honourable and Malidi Decrees (may God extalt then to enjoy what 
pects assigned to him by the Master (may God preserve hit!) on the villages and Jews, 
ae once eapenses derived from Kataba as well qs his maintenance nothin shal be ear 
a eit hn been laid doven for hitn by the Master, the Commander of the, Faithiol 
Heat Le Dig-Ellah Rabeal-Alamin (the leader to the Faith of the Lord of the 
Guinerse), ‘This letter of ours is a witness in bis hands, and alll who see it should act Hp 
Univerd)ig euficiont for us. Blessing and peace be upon our master Mahomed and his 
descendants, 
rated the month of Jumadeal-Awal, 1114 Aat., of 1702 Ap, 

(Signed) (IMlegible) 
(According to the decrees of the Master may 
God save him and preserve him.) 




















——— SSS 





nl. 


‘Translation of Tmami Document. 
‘The Kingiom is God's: praise be to God. 


‘This honourable Tmami, Mahdi, and Mahdawi letter (may God exhalt i 

This hon , Mahi, and Mah may God exhalt 

the exes of him nto aets upon!) sa wits in the sans of Sheik MatatectiseMolt 

Shafal (the Amir), that he shall eontinue according to the Imami documents lie holds in 

sexodance ith the cetalishedcstons in Reson that his statue ball nt be altered 
d his mind shall not be disturbed, but will be firm according to his established usag rs 
his other cousins, the responsibility being on Sheikl Umar-bin-Mohsin. and on 
of it:s in the district. This is a witness in his hands; it should be walled 

id on God is the reliance. He is sufficient to us, and the best Agent. 

Dated the month of Al-Hijja, 1123 at, or 1711 A.v. j 






















Tl. 
‘Translation of Tami Documents, 
Tn the nate of the mont compassionate God, 
‘This honourable letter and highly-ex: 


effectust!) is 
residents of 





clted order (inay God exalt it and make i 
" : r God exalt it and make it 
witness in the hands of the “fuleaha’ (theologinns), Bei aleHlawzal 
Khurraj, of the district of Haya; that they shall have honour and 
(usages according to 

‘status shall not be 















by ie except the nece mi 
us through the distingu Bakt-bin-Abdurralinay i 

ting -AbdurrabinansaleHawza'i, who 
receive them from his relatives, and pay it to us (please God) in full. We Neen 
him with the same under the firm oath of God and solid covenant. We have stipulated, 



















with him to be obedient to God (be His name exalt 

ui o God e exalted and magnified !) and to his p 

fd righteous tmams; to be the friend of their friends and enemy of AScaaent tee 
tzood and avert evils; to encourage good acts and discourage illicit deeds ; to observe 


Friday prayers and “Jama't,” and to continue to serve the holy th 
ty > e the holy theology, It 
Ave to all concerned, Gis uliout Agent, best Master Iidsatenverast (iors 
Ho itu nor power ban Got the Almighty. ‘Blewing wn pene be wpa our Master 
Dated Al-Kaada-al-Haray, 1061 a.m. (or 1651 ap.) 
(Signed) ALT AL-MADE. 
(May God exalt him!) 








‘Translation of Cevtificute of the Kadi of Knobar. 
Prive be to God, 


I liave seen a document of the Imam to the following effect -— 


[Here follows contents of Imami document dated 106) a.at,, or 1651.0.) 





x Ris Dae 8 for the Hawza'i of Al Ukla of Bilad-al-Khurraj 
(Signed) ABDURRAIHMAN-BIN-MUMAMMAD-AL-ABBADL 


it should be known 











EVs 
Praise be to God. 


‘There appeared before me Sheikh Ahmad Seid Al-Hoiki, and acknowledged of behalt 
of ae (ee etiativen and all the people of the country of Halk in a true. and lawful 
OF mae at Amir Shafal is their father and Ruler, and that they are bis. sons and 
Tgpendent oo him that they are to listen to and obey what hs orders forbids in. the 
cept whether for gcd or evil and whether just or unjust; that they hare undertaken 
‘and bound themselves to give him a fixed sum of 150 dollars every year; that should anybody 
taeye trouble upon them, Amir Shafal should support them as he docs 1 his ove country. 
Binding themselves by this, and enearing by God, in the presence of the, witnesses Said 
Binding oe himad Ad-Da'y Sheikh Abdurrabnian Aidtha Al-Hauumi, Sheik, Mobsia 
aa AK Hadal, Sheikh Musaed-Saleh, Abw Hadal and God is sufcient witness. 
Dated the month of Rajab, 1284 (1867 A.p.) 
(Signed) RUDIHWAN HUSEN MOHSIN AHMAD 

WAIS SUPIAN. 


his relatives the Yubis, 
‘Abdul Hadi is their father 
hat they are to listen to 
whether for good 


bove written. 
HUSEN MOHSEN AHMAD 


Praise be to Go 


‘Phere appeared before me Saidebin-Batd) ALHaiki, and acknovlelge in @ true and 
font nenunee tat ke bas ratiGed and sanetioned the acknowledgment of Sheikh Ahmad 
Tray hat he has sanctioned i of his ovin fee will and consent fn presses of 
aad ae tetes Sheikh Abdurrahman: Aidtha, who is a witness and intermediary, Sheikh 
Haeet Marshed, Iamail Ai AtheThuer, and God is a sulficient witness. 


‘Dated the month of Al-Hajjt-al-Harnm, 1285 (1868 4.0.) 
(Signed) RUDIMWAN HUSEN MOHSIN AHMAD 


WAIS SUFIAN. 
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-Pauntovurans of Property lost by Said Ahmad-bin-Salch and family, Amir’s Agent, 
‘Takmat-es-Sallah, when dispossessed. by the Turks, who onigit 2 guns aad 


100 men to install their nominee, Said Ahmad Mohsin. 





‘Total in Rupees. 





Sheik) Hasan Abdallah-chn-Hla} Satd, his sons and De bo 









Cooking pot 
Ghi and bouey. 





1ST Kola grain 
Hoosen eet 
on Kevin Hawa 
Howebald tsetse 
Uist eee 

ug no arial fgement 
Tower Qeue)detiopel rs tes 
Destruction of alt Rotat Abdel Hamid) 






















Share of camel stolen ese 
Pooky ke sete 
2,22 
‘Bald Saleh Abnid-obu-Haj Sal 
Grogrotvors te cs 
wa Leather articles 
18444 











SoH AM Salhcehnelfsj Sand— 
Ulab troer-« 
‘Seattle 










Hooks 5 a A 
Housebold effets set 
Books (Koran) sss 
Firewood 5s) 
Co: eens 
‘Documents ana tile-deeds without val 








[AM Matablar Abdul Wabid-ebu-Haj Saud, of the 
village of Adth-Ddabe— 








A kadah dajet 6 
2 tins and 10 kasas of wari 4 
‘Agricultural implements... q 4 
and 4 annis 
Gleather bags, we eH 10 
2 Teather bags’ ropes 2 
3] @ amps 








Ts 


2,052 8 


1,680 6 


1,386 10 











(1817) 


4B 
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Total in Rupees. 





Dollars. Dollars. Re a, 
Ali Matahhar Abdul Wahid-ebu-Haj Said, of the 
village of Adth-Dthabr (continued) — 



































































2 pickaxes and 1 pair sandals so] Lrupee 
15/16 wakeya of ghi . 2 
4A wakeya of grease aa ws y 
4 kasa of coffee ., or . 4 annas 
Tknsa of salt 5 5 
4 kaso fullia (fecungrock [7 5 rs | 
Lhottle of kerosine oil. : 2» | 
Earthenware 4. - é Ir a. 
V einpty gourd for holding oil 3 :) 6 annas 
1 kul of boiled jowart oe + . r 
Kirbi .. ae on we . 30 
1 spectacle and 1 bucket. e 2 ay 
68 
His brothe Tre | 
Jowari, ngrioultural implements, and household 
effects, valued es i sd a 
139 
In2a, 
——| Wala 
Sons of Obed, sons of Abdalla Obed uifal Matabhar, | 
Salchecl-Hnj, of the family. of Haj Said, of the | 
villago of Adth-Dthabr. | 
12 kolajowari | 48 
5 ots, « z 15 
Kirbi 6. . 25 
Gowakeya whi oe ie 
Household” eiftets, 
tohuceo, dyed cloth and white cloth, books, 
Koran, snd a jun ve a 
‘gent and 17 gont skins a 80 
———- — 220 
———- | 2) 0 
Sheikh Abdatla Kabtan of Sha’b-al-! 
With Sheikh Mubansnad Nasir Mokbil— 
Tinule 4. Si Ry 
f woollen rugs (tarda), at da | 
Lailk t ais (* maktab") of Shar } 
With viz Eitendi— | 
1 Malabar hookah is mA > 6 
With, Khalil BAtondli, Mudie— 
1 Suider ritle oy 
Ligvolyor e 
Nnnad Mtesh, the 
= 
the Customs of 
+ pay, at 100 
00 puustres, oF 
S40 
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Grand total ap : cu . 





Dollars. 


Or, Maria ‘Theresa dollars, at Ir. 4. to | 
the dollar as x | x: . 68419 











| Rote ds 
Or, at 18 rupees to 1 ie C ap | ae 481 4 0 

—_— 
R. A. W. 





No, 830°. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


tN wey B Foreign Offices June 9, 1908. 
(Pelegvapie.) Bo Ten 
SSLAN tine @ordon in Khorasan, : 
HOASTAN gu ea infreation, contained a. the Seam for the 
vermnent of Taia of the Bx June ropa to you ty comet and 
oe et fe tieeamlcert iy fiat such action on the part of 
responsible f 
Seis hi 


the Russians in ave to consider what ac e shall take 
hy Russi 
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No, 350. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 9) 


India Office, June 9, 1903. 
sted by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the oth instant, forwarding copy of a telegram from Sir A. Harding, Nov 77, 
dated the 6th instant, on the subject of the Seistan Arbitration, 

Loni George Hamilton conewrs in the views expressed in the Viceroy's telegram 
of the 31st ultimo, that the arbitration should include the whole of the Goldsmid line, 
andl He would susgest, if Lont Lansdowne sees no objection, that Siv Arthur Hardinge 
should he instructed to make at: official representation to the Persian Goverment oe 
the subject in the senso of the communications which, as reported in his telegram of 
the 6th instant, he has already addressed to the Persian Foreign Office, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) "A, GoDEBY, 





No. 351. 
India Offce to Foreign Office—(Received June 10.) 


Sir, Indic Office, Sine 9, 1903. 

TX continuation of my lettor of the 21st ultimo, T am directed ‘by Lord George 
Hamilton to forward, for Lord Lansdowne’s consideration, n eopy ot a further telegram 
from the Viceroy on the subject of the Russian quarantine cordon, 

Tam at tie same time to acknowledge recoipt of your loiter of the 20h May 
inclosing Sir A, Hardinge’s despateh of the Gth ultimo, which transmitted tho text ot 
the nnte from the Russian Legation to the Persian Government, in reply to thelr 
representations regarding the withdrawal of the Russian sanitary cordon in Kloravsan, 

In reply, Tam to eay that the numbers of eases of plague quoted hy the Russtan 
Minister as haying: ocentved in Bombay and Karachi nye prosumatly taken 
published Returns, and are Ppinetically correct. ‘These figures do. not, howe 

¥ modify the view taken by the Secretary of State for Indi is not 
cod (0 safeguard Persin against the introduction of plagite, “Nie periad of inetbe 
"1 of this disease is known to bo ten days, While, therefore, “Afidanistan, avd 
stan are free from pligue, the detention of travellers to Persia. from those 

ries is clearly unjustifiable, 

Tt will be remembered that the proposol of the Goverament of India, in thete 
telegram of the 20th May, to establish a British cordon in Seintan, was made purely ng a 
retaliatory measure, with the view of applying pressure for the renioval of the Reve 
cordon, “How far a re-establishment of the cordon would be likely to have the desivet 
eflect, Lord George Hamilton is not. at p n & position t0 judge, 

Tt should not, however, be overlooked that the establishment of & British cordon in 

stan might be used to weaken the force of any further protest which His Majesty's 
ernment might raise to the Russian cordon ot the geoutil that it ig opposed to the 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) GODLEY, 
—$— 
Tnelosure in No, 351, 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 
(tilts Juno 3, 1908 
U: 
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No. 352. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received Sime 10.) 


(No. 78.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 
MY telegram No. 76 of the th instant. 
Tam informed by the Grand Virior iat the religious riots of Tabriz, which 
‘Lreported in the telegram above referred to, and others which lave sines occurred at 
Tspahian aro tho result of a clerical movement against the present policy of the Persian 
Govceument and the proposed financial reforms, organized at Kerbela, and supported 
eto by te Opposition, and that until the Persian army has been reorganized s0 as to 
Heres to deat effectively with this resistanee, these reforms will have to be postponed. 
Kod Tis Highness how he proposed to procure the necessary funds, as this 
saaiition means money. At the same time T warned him thit Ilis Majesty's 
Getatent might view a third Tussian loan as an amfriendly action, and that it 
night nagravate tho anti-forcign elements and the present diseontent of the elersy. 
Te vould, Think, be of advantage if your Lordship would authorize me. to 
intimate pretty plainly: (1) that if the, Persian Govcroment make a fresh Russian 
Tan it dill ovolve™ a breach of friendship hetween them and His; Majesty's 
monment; (2) that whilst we ean helpfully our ffluence at Kerbela and 
af in favour of judietous reform for the it may also produce effects 
ch the Persia Government may find very disagreeable, should our advier be 
vgnyrled by thom. 
fore seems no doubt that the Shah has been a good deal alarmed by the recent 
Jettors from the Hela, anid we want a zood Political Agent there in touch 
with Persian pol 


Gulahek, June 10, 1903. 





No, 853. 
Sir A. Hordinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Receiveit Tune 10.) 
(N 


(el ee i Gulalcky June 10, 1908. 
PT WOURT the truth of the story about the doctors, hospital, and Cossacks, 
mentioned in your Lordship's telegram No, 57 of the Oth June, and it appears é priort 
Tinprobable that the Persia Government would connive in yeh a proceeding, wh 
Wolikl eo greatly inereasd its difficulties and would be so inconsistent with 
interests: 
hy Colonel Whyte, that it is believed that tents and arms 
Bank at Scistan under the disguise of trade goods, ancl 
bo destined for the use of the Persian Government, as 
it has v that stores are heing procured by the latter in Rus 
to supply a Taugor gnevison in Seistan than af present exists, there it is ale exoiible 
that {is the sceret intention of the Russian Government to forestall us in establishing, 
a quiammntine cordon in Seistan 
T mentioned the matter yesterday verbally to the Grand Vizier, but he professed 
to know nothing about the reported Uispateh of these tents, or for that matter about 
the trade consignments of the Russian Bank 
T have accordingly addressed a note to his Highness, informing him that your 
Lonlship has heard these reports; that T have received instructions from you to verity 
dhair truth, and in the event of their proving founded, to address to him a warni 
Mhich for the present T abstain from communicating ; that Thave informed your 
Londsbip that T doubt thei trath, but that L would wish his Highness to give mean 
‘assurance on the subject. 





‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hurdinye, 


SHISTAN Frontor Asitration Conitvion ere duneil OTUs: 
comith eaaed to the wis of the Porsan Goverment to rstit the work of the 
Commission to the seitement of the water dispute, as report in your tlegea 
pea Nectar should wish you to make offteial reac al eae ie 

went to obtain an exteision of the scope of the arbitration to the 


idsmid Ting, in the sense of 0 
ee Tea ara ns already made unofficially by you to 
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The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
No, 59.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 11, 1908, 

‘THE note communicated by you to the Grand Vizier respecting the Seistan 
arbitration, as reported to me in your telegram No, 79 of ,the 10th June, has my 
approval. 





No. 355 5. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 60.) 
(felegraphic.) PB. Foreign Office, June 11, 1903, 

YOU aro authorized to use the language which you suggest in your telegram 
No. 78 of the 10th June, respecting the attitude which His Majesty's Government 
would adopt if the Persian Government were to have recourse to a fresh Russian 
loan, 

T cannot, however, authorize you to threaten that we shall use our influence in 
any event at Kerbela and Nejef in order to promote the success of the clerical 
movement. 

But you may inform Grand Vizier that it depends upon the manner in which 
the Persian Government treat us how far we shall give them our support in face of 
any political difficulties which they may have to contend with, 

t should wish to be informed what kind of Agent you would suggest at Kerbela, 
and upon what terms you would propose to employ him. 

T should be ready to consider the question if a good native agent could be found 
for the purpose. 


es 


(1617] 40? 
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No. 854. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received June 11.) 


ir, Admiralty, June 9, 1908. 
WITH reference to Admiralty letter of the 2nd instant on the subject of the 
disposal of the dhows captured from pirates at Hodeidah, my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty have had under their consideration the further communication: 
Sir N. O'Conor, No. 270, dated the 18th May, and No. 805, the 27th May, which were 
forwarded, the first under cover of your letter of the 25th May, the latter semi-officiall 
‘As no definite conclusion in respect of dealing with the dhows has, so far, heen 
arrived at, my Lords propose to defer any communication to the Command i 
on the subject pending a decision by the Secretary of State as to the cours 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 
Tudia Office to Foreign Office. —(Received June 11.) 


i India Office, June 10, 190: 

I AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the Ast instant relative to the ease of Salem Kemri, who is stated to have hei 
Drought to Paris by M, Piat, formerly French Consul at Zanzibar, for the purpose of 
assisting in the production of an anti-English publication, 

In reply, I am to say that his Lordship agrees with Lord Eanstowne in the 
opinion tliat, in view of the antecedents of Salem Kemri, it would be difficult to 
approach the French Goyernment formally with a complaint based almost entirely 
upon his evidence. 


Sir, 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 





No. 356, 
Indiu Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 12.) 


Sir, India Office, June 10, 1908. 

WITH reference to Mr, Villiers’ letter of the 17th January last, I am direct 

Yeorge Hamilton to inclose a copy of a letter, dated the 7th May last, containing 

views of the Government of India in regard to Sir A. Hardinge’s suggestion that, 

in the event of the Russian Minister ing Southern Persia attended by a military 

escort, detachments of Indian cavalry should be sent to Tehran; and that, if 

Cossacks are stationed at Bushire and Shiraz, Indian cayalry should be sent to Tabreez 
and Resht. 

‘The Government of India, Lord Lansdowne will observe, are conyinced that, irre- 
spective of the movements of the Russian Minister, it is desirable to inerease the 
Consular guards in Persia from a total of 50, stationed at Bushire, Ispahan, Kerman, 
Scistan, and Meshed, to a total of 240, of whom 24 should be attached to each of the 
above-named Consulates, and to Bunder Abbas, Mohammerah, and Shiraz, and 48 to the 
Legation at ‘Tehran. 

On the other hand, they would not send guards to any part of the country where 
Russian influence is already firmly established, 

‘The increased cost is estimated at 1,11,232 rupees initial, and 1,94,064 rupees 
annual, which would, under the arrangement of September 1890, be equally divided 
between the Imperial and Indian Exchequers. 

Lord George Hamilton will be glad to be favoured with Lord Lansdowne's views 
upon the proposal of the Government of India; and also upon the further proposal to 
raise a force of Bakhtiaris and Arabs, under British officers, in order to establish 
security in the Karun region, which was originally made by Sir M. Durand in 1896, 
With regard to the latterproposal, Lord George Hamilton isnot convinced of itsexpediency. 


Lam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


ees 


[1617] 40 








a 
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Inclosure in No. 356. and the net extra cost would amount, approximately, to 1,11,282 rupees initial, and 





Ttis f is desi i 

vont a0 onion thn ng of suc s desirable, independently of the 
contemploted action of the Hsasan Minster at ‘Tehran, and. we trust that your 
Lordship wil resent to His Majesty's Goverament the necessity of adopting some 
stich course as one means to combat the ever-increasing activity of other Powers in 

















Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Seeret.) 
My Lord Simla, May 7, 1903. 
wit have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Londship’s Secret ‘despatch, 
dated the 30th Janunsy last, regarding a proposal Lo place dolachments of Indian 
dated sat Tehran, Tabrecz, antl Tesht, oF to make some otter similag demonstration, in 
sown at Te the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran travelling in the south of Persia. wi 


Cossack escort. 


















s a farther possil i i ct i 

Southern Poa, ro alan Hortons attention toh peiveul oleh 

gers he ae of User wih tow meas the wore fone ae 

Ga went used at tte a Saaay Lhe Festian Resimott, 800 seoe, 

" th alos of eighty en and a the cae ey eae HUE 
and were stripped, ‘The Lars are said to have captured a large caravan 

















patch dated the 18th July, 1901, as a retort to. Russian 
etched a scheme providing for a Consular Guards 
isting of twenty-four fighting, 
ohom= 

wroposed 
Arthur 












Persia, Wes 





wilitary activity: in 
Contingent organized in. six independent troops, ‘each cons 
Contino r arcfollowers, to be stationed at Tabrecz, Resht, ‘Tehran, Ts 
therah, and Bunder Abbas. Tt appears, however, that the strength of the 
tenth A dg had been overstated, so eventually, ow the advice of 
Peale a small escort of only four native nion-commnissional ices and twelve 
Mardinge, > atched to Ispahan, and the consideration of the tanger scheme, Ce 
Aiapended for the time, We now avail ourselves of your Lordehip's inquiry to revive 
thove proporals, subject to certain modiffeations. 
provonal, sive cqyate much benefit from the presenee of Consular gua fore 
the Tadranny at Tesht and ‘Tabroc#, owing. to, the thet tint these places tre ina 
Me Ia Maaney where, Russian intnence i already fiomly establitted, ‘and we 00 
Jigar vecommetnd that they should be located tuere—al any sats under. present. cone 
Tree On the other land, our officers, at Bushire, Ispalian, Kernan, Meshed, and in 
Mi yt pomany tho escorts noted in the margine= Wo recommen that these 
aoa re rafeed. tothe atreugtty proposed in-out previous despatehs a that similar 
shoal Me al be stationed at Bundar Abbas, Mohammerah, and Shine: Nt ‘Tehran 
Ceo tor aoe years hat ie practically. « Russian force of 1,000 te 1800 iets 
find we tink that iC isa matter for s Rideration whether the British Minister 
Tf not less than half a squadron, or about 48 sovars, The 
protection for His Majesty's Legation in the capital 
st His Majesty’s Government, but the question of 
owing to the temporary 
1 the letter dated the 
was received. 
litical and 
































































































We haye, &e. 



















(Signed) | CURZON, 
1. RALEIGLL. 








LAW 
ARUND! 
Z\L UBB 























































No, 857, 





Seoret Department. 
TiGngth specified vould enable His Majesty's Minister to enrty out te proposals for the 
Trotcetion of the Taogaon, if these dee stil considered tobe necessity 

4, Whe strength of the Persian Consular 
are approved, consist oF ten troops, oF 210 fighting men, with proportionate incre 
He arp ttat ta Catal annually steurring. charge of 1)10,G50 rupees fer Pay ‘and allow 
te ote other changes, C0, whieh, must, bo added about 1414000 ripest ot neeaene of 
A a teragey au wi intial cost of 150,080 rapees, ns explained ta the mare of 
ThetNawo for tie present gta would, of course, We set off aninst tis expenditure, 












Foreign Office to India Office. 





eye Foreign Office, Jr 2, 1903 
ave Ia tore the Afarquess of Landaa your eater TERE 
ve to the delimitation of the territory of the nine thes in tho vicinity of Ado 
sonst Senetary of Sate for Tadia. proposes to approve the Tuer Ueeieaalonae 
tp fe denuucalion of tls frontive in a southwesterly direction to the sor as soon as 
te Ani te Nas eo olla and fo innrust the Tesidont af An to propara 

fore l epor on the approxi ontion ich it wo a t 
Before a report. upon the, appeneinate Frntir nich it would be expedient to 











































ce AL nmtive nn-commisdoned otieer aud sowars. 


+ Whyte 5 
ers and 12 


























zy fy mn wilicer atl 
* * ‘eat ail 13 ‘As regards the question of concluding ‘Treaties with the Upper Yaffai and other: 





tribes, the Scerctary of State suggests that the Gov 
of State suggests © Government of India st 
es to proceed in. accordance with the instructions aie on ihe ‘ith Nae 
ee Geena of as et delimitation to the desert in a north-casterly: divvotion 
mably ta e decision o is ys ‘0 | 
cee patornah ae decision of lis Majesty's Government conveyed to 
Tam to inform you, in reply, that Lond Lansdowne concurs in these proposals, 
Tam, &e, ‘ 
(Signed) ‘T, IL, SANDERSON, 


ofticers aul Bp 













Fy hocaa; nt 930 rapeeseaels se 
sat tae sas a 100 ropes Ear horse 
GE Ghat ct aera 100 ts A a, fo 0 ma 
ey Plthing of followers? 3 tm Ii for 

C ft ste, ak 25 rapes 

(xb) Oninance stores 45 a 
GS) transport toad rom Pera 

















‘Total intial charges «+ 185000 15 0 
ander each three-year rel 





Of whieh 88,889 18 18-4, 











+ ‘These will recur with each three-year reliefs 
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No, 358. 
Consul Churchill (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 13.) 


(No. 15. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Trieste, June 10, 1908. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s Circular of the 5th April last, T have the honour 
to inclose herewith a short note for publication ia the “Board of Trade Journal,” should 
it be considered suitable for that purpose.” 
Thave, &c. 
HARRY L. CHURCHILL 


Inclosure in No, 358, 


Note for publication in“ Board of Trade Journal” respecting the Austrian Lloyd's Steam 
Navigation Company and the Persian Gulf. 


Avstrian export to Persia (by direct line) is sensibly increasing. Whereas iu 

Value cane to 10,018/, in 1902 it arose to 19,7191. (nearly double). Now the 

ian Lloyd's in order to develop. this trade will make a trial voyage to Persia leaving 

‘Trieste on the 15th June with the steamer Urano.” ‘This steamer will sail direct for the 

Persian Gulf touching Port Said, Suez, Aden, Bussorab, and Bu: ‘the * Urano” will 

carry sugit, coffee, paper, and wood (for the manufactory of date cases), On her return 
voyage she will carry a full cargo of dates. 





No. 359, 
Iulia Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 18.) 


‘VIL Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from 
the Resident, Aden, dated the 12th dung, relutive to the Aden delimitation, 


India Office, June 12, 1908, 


Enclosure in No, 359, 
Resident, Aden, to Government of India, 


Aiden, June 12, 1903, 

PLUASE note the statement regarding survey of the Shaibi border in Fitzm 
telegram {0 Constantinople forwarded by me to-day, and also his 

juary of State's orders of the 16h ultimo, have referred the Commissioners to 
the list pint of your telegram of tho 1th May, and asked them to postpone negotia- 
tions with the Shaibi for the p T understand, however, they propose to go on. 
Wahi has also sent me a telew 400 groups, deprecat 
poncment of the delimitation to the north ound that the Commis 
not consulted as to this step, and that the settlement of a Treaty with the Yatfa 
necessity preliminary, 1 have replied to the effect that the orders of the 16th May 

te that delimitation was to be postpoued for reasons which are stated, and which are 
cpurite from the question of a Treaty. Wabub, however, still desires that his message 
should be put forward. As the cost of repeating this telegram to the usual quarters 
would amount to-about 200/,, 1 propose to seud it, with my observations, by next mail, 
Unless Leceive othr ditvetions, There clearly cannot be any urgeney about the Shuibi 
survey. Bosides, my letter will give reasons why uny attenipt to. press delimitation to 
the north-eust at Ue present time is highly inexpedient, 

(Repeated to India Office, Bombay, nnd Constantinople). 
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No. 360. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 13.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telesram from 
the Resident, Aden, dated the 12th June, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


India Office, June 13, 1903. 


Tnelosure in No, 360, 


Resident, Aden, to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(Telegraphic) P. Aiden, June 12, 1908, 

FITZMAURICE sends the following message for transmission to the British 
Ambassador, Constantinople :— 

“The order for the removal of the Customs, referred to in. your telegeam of the 9th 
and letter of the 19th May, as not yet arrived, but a considerable abatement of the 
nuisance has been followed by an equivalent increase in traffic, 1 per cent, ad valorem is 
now levied on the tariff price of merchandize permanently laid dow by the Taiz authorities, 
and not on the market vulue. Our No. £75 of the 6th June has been detained at Aden, 
and until a decision upon it has been arrived at, we are endeavouring to survey the Shaibi 
frontier. We received here on the 10th June the Secretary of State's message of the 
16th May to the Viceroy. It appears not to be founded upon information received from 
the Conimissioners, but may have been suggested by the Resident’s telegram of the 
USth April, This latter coincides with my telegram to. your Excellency in respect of the 
Yalfai demarcation (+). 

(Repeated to India, Bombay, and India Office.) 





No, 361, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign 

I HAVE Ifid before the Marquess of Lansdowne the tel 
the 20th ultimo, inclosed in your letter of the 2lst, relative to the Russian Sanit 
in Khorasan, 

Lord Curzon suggests that, in view of the Russian reply to. the representations in 
which the Persian Government, fequested the abolition of the cordon, the Persian Govern« 
ment should be informed that His Majesty's Goverament considered it their duty to join 
with Russia in. protectin mh any risk Of infection, hy establishing British 
quarantine cordon in Seistan, consisting of a doctor with « suitable escort, who would 
remait) xs long as the Russians remained at Turbat-eHaidari and Kare, Further, that: 
His Majesty’s Government reserved their right to send a quarantine doctor and guards to 
any post which they might consider necessary in South Persia, 

‘The Viceroy's proposal, which has been carefully considered by Lord Lansdowne, 

ars to his Lordstip to be open to two, principal objections: Firstly, that any such 
action on the part of His Majesty’s Government would be contrary to the provisions of 
the Venice Convention, and, secondly, that it would probably not entail the withdrawal of 
the Russian cordon, but would compel British Indian traders aul pilgrims to submit to 
two quarantines or medical inspections instead of to one, 

Lord Lansdowne would suggest, for the consideration of the Secretary of Stute for 
India, that the Russi ernment might now be addressed, through theit Ambassador 
in London, Upon this subject his Lordship would propose that a Memorandum should be 
given to Count Benckendorlf showing clearly how the existence of the Russian cordon is 
Contrary to the terms of the Venice Convention, and stating that, as the Persian Govern- 
ment have repeatedly pressed for its withdrawal, His Mujesty’s Government could only 
arrive at the conclusion that its maintenance was illegal in itsel{ and, at the same ti 
encroachment upon the sovereign rights of Persia, whose integrity and ind 
eats ies ‘and the Russian Government were equally interested in maintaining. 

1617 
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‘The hope might be expressed that the Russian Government would take immediate steps 
for the withdrawal of their officers and men from the quarantine posts which they now 
occupy in Khorassan, and it inight be stated that, in the event of this measure not being 
tdopted, it would become necessary for His Majesty’s Goverament to consider what 
‘tetivn would be required on their part to mect the situation, and to protect the interests of 
the British Indian and Afghan traders and pilgrims proceeding from India and Afghanistan 
to Khorassan, 

hould ulterior measures become necessary, Lord Lansdowne would prope that an 
Anglo-Indian Officer, accompanied by a doctor and a mounted escort, should be sent as 
Consul to Tu lari, with the avowed object of protecting our people and trade 
from tolestation at the hands of the Russian Sanitary cordon, 

Tam, & 
(Signed) 'f, H, SANDERSON. 





No. 362. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received June 18.) 


(No. 80.) 
(elegraphie.) _P. 
HELMUND arbitration. ® 4 
T would request your, Lordship’s permission, before raising officially the question 
of the scope of the arbittion, aeeording to the instructions contained in your 
Lordship’s telegram No. 58 of the 11th June, to await the receipt of a further com- 
munication from the Persian Government. T would suggest that Colonel MeMahon 
should quietly collect all the materials for giving his award. x Major Douglas informs 
the tliat the latter will probably prove acceptable to the Persians, there being only one 
doubtful point (ie, Takht-i-Shah), and it should not be dificult to arrange & 
compromise as to this, If T mise the matter officially in a note which will have to be 
Taul hofore the Shah, some foolish order may he given by His Majesty which will give 
rise to a lot of difficulties, and afford a handle for fresh intervention on the part of the 
Hs, whereas IPF say nothing beyond the verbal statements I have already: made 
the matter may rest, ~ Q ‘ 
1 » informed the Persian ernment that the complaints as to the violation. 
isinid line made by the Afghans must be heard ag well as the and T 
Would prefer not to crnphiasize the point at-present, unless they return to the 


Gulakek, June 13, 1903. 





No. 363. 


Sir A, Hurdinge to the Marquess of Lansdoiene—(Received June 14.) 


No, 81.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. ws 
PROPOSED action at Kerbela and Nejef, 
Your Lonlship's telexram No, 60 of the 12th June. F 
Tam making suggestions by messenger with regard to the proposed appointment 
of a British Agent at Kerbola, A blunt threat was not what I contemplated, but 
merely & pointed reminder as to the influence at Kerbela given to us by the Oud 


Gulahek, June 18, 1903. 


Hequest. T have not yet fully made the 1 which you have authorized, but it 
has already hind vifect, as, in response to a suggestion that T might write and tender 
good adview to the Chief Priests, E haye been asked by the Grand Vizier to send it 
through Bagdad by telegraph. : é 

"Patormned. Tan in reply that, as the holy places are in. "Turkey, I must obtain 
your Lordship’s permission before doing so. An opening for stating the implied 
Sonditions of such friendly service will be given by your reply to this request; but 
anyhow, [ think that the establishment, with the approval of the Persian Government, 
Of political relations with the Chief Priests will strengthen our position, 

1 would. propose my informing the latter that we heard that the financial reforms 
and the employmont of” Europeans were being opposed by them, and that we thought 
these methods ill-advised, although we were as zealous as themselves for the 
independence and strength of Persia, in view of our interests; we should then hear 
what reply they would give, 
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‘There is still unrest at Tabreez, and the Russian Minister has hinted in 
terms thaf, should the movement grow more serious, intervention may become 
necessary. 


‘The Grand Vizier seemed very ansious yesterday ; but the trouble will probably 
blow over, 


No. 364. 
Sir A, Hardinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received June \5.) 


(No. 67. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 4, 1908, 

T MENTIONED incidentally in my despatch No, 65 of the 28th ultimo the oceur= 
rence of somewhat serious disturbances at Meshed, which His Majesty's Consul-Ceneral 
reported were being encouraged by the local Representatives of the Russian Government, 

the object, amongst others, of bringing about the recall of the present Goyernor- 
General of Khorassan, his Highness the Nair-ed-Dowleh. 

Thave now the honour to report, on the authority both of Colonel Whyte and of the 
Atabeg-i-Azam, that tranquillity has—at any rate, for the present—been restored. His, 
Highness, whom I saw yesterday evening, informed me that he had declined to accede to 
the request of the Uleina of Meshed for the removal of the Nait-ed-Dowleh, and had 
warned them that the troops he was bringing from Kuchan, Boojnoord, &c., would, if the 
disorders continued, put them down by force; but that he had promised, if they ceased 
at ouce, to pardon the ringleaders, aiid that, as the result of the steps which he hud 
taken, the latter had left the shrine and the riots had subsided. Ho added that the 
Russian Minister had suggested to him the dispatch of Russian Cossacks from "Trans. 
Caspin to assist the Persian Govornment in restoring order, but that he had declined 
this proposal, and hiad declared that he would be personally responsible for the safety of 
all foreigners in Meshed, 

‘A few days ago orders were given to the Commander of the Cossack brigade here to 
have 300 Cossack horsemen in readiness to start on the Qnd instant for Khorassan, and 
the Cossack guards of several of the foreign Legations here were withdrayn from them 
with this object. I reminded the Grand Vizier that we had always deprecated the 
ep ‘ F services in provinces bordering on Afghanistan 
and India, and that he liad himself, on previons occasions, assured me that. the Persian 
Government had no intention of authorizing it, He thereupon promised me that, if the 
Conaucka wero sent (is order'to. mect an exception! ersis) to Mesh, thoy woull nob 
remain there @ moment longer than was necessary to re-establish tranquillity, and that 
no Russian officers (who, he wished me to note, were employed by the Shah nas instructors, 
and not as Commanders in the field), or even non-commissioned officers, would go with 
them ; and at 0 jew of yesterday he told me that there was now'no question of 
employing them, It seems probable—in view of the fuct that it would have taken the 
Cossack cavalry from Tehran nearly a month to reach Meshed—that the order for tem 
to proceed there was intended rater as a menace to the rioters (and, perhaps, also, as 
satisfaction to the Russian Minister) than as a really practical measure, 

‘The Atabeg further stated, in reply to an expression of my hope that he would 
conthiue to apport the Nai-cd-Dowich (nti would prove, Lbolloved, it n propor inquiry 
were instituted into the cause of the recent trouble, to be in no way to blame for 
i) Ahn bi Highness a ofr to resign the post of Governor-General, ant that the 
Shah had been in favour of accepting his resignation ; but that he himself hind been 
‘opposed to his removal from Meshed for the present. This was, however, he observed, 
the third outbreak which had occurred there during the Nair-ed-Dovleh's Governor. 
ship—a fact which seemed to indicate that, whatever his merits, he was hardly the best 
man for his present post. 

Colonel Whyte suggested, in one of his recent telegrams respecting the Meshed 
riots, a warning fo the Persian Government that the appearance of Russian troops ab 
Meshed would be followed by our occupation of Bender Abbas and Charbar. 1 could 
obviously not convey so serious an intimation withous explicit instruction from your 
Lordship, but it is one which I believe His Majesty’s Government. might deem it 
necessary to make in certain emergencies, for Ure sudden occurrence of which it might 
be advisable to be prepared beforehand, 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
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No. 365. 


Sir A. Hardinge (o the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 15.) 


No. 68.) rehran, Me 
eh as 


: i i f a despatch which I have 
VEE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a wh 
acdvessel to Colonel Machlahon, with. reference to his ‘despatch to the hoch 
ia of the 18th March last, a copy of which he was good enough to: 
Frain erate by the Seistan Chistoms of property belonging to his Mission 


L have, &e. et 
Cnc ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 











Inclosure 1 in No. 365. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Colonel MeMahon. 


Bi Tehren, May 4 1908, 
a o eknowle oi your despatch No. 507 of the 
LIIAVE the honour to. acknowledge reecipt of your despateh 3 
18th Mareh, on the subject of interference hy: the Customs of Selstan with the property 
of your Mission, and to transmit to you herewith a copy of adespatch addressed by me on 
this wubject to His Majes for Foreign Affairs, a copy of which was 
i 9 the Go 


















Seeretary of 


Major Benn, and interpreted by the former as be 
M. Nati declare! that this 
neighbourhood 1 ever to our 
Fssion, but was intended to prevent the export of cereals on behalf of the Heshmet-a 
Mae ot iim of Seytan, who Tad already forced the Customs to allow the passage of 
out enruvan in whieh he was interstetacfoss the frontier. Tt was in. antihpation of 
ristnnice by the Governor's accomplicey that the order to report any forcible exp 
tion of provisions in defiance of Regulations had been given. 
AL Ae, Seymour's reqest_M; Nau eb i Ue abo 
etter of which'T have the honour to inelose a copy ‘ ae 
wee eae doubt ahatever of the sincorty of Me Naus! geet that aM Maurice 
sliould ave 40 misinterpreted his isthactions, Whatever may have been the relations 
iietsecon M. Maitice or M Molitor anal Major Bonn, MNaus himself fine always, evinced 
avesite tn maintain the most coral relations with His Majesty's Legation, aul eve 
this vere nit the ease he fs fir-seing enough to realize the placing of petty otacles in 
the way of @ British Diplomatic Mision must not only bye futile, but must eventually 
recoil on his own Department, ‘The annoyance which be displayed 0 ta iroaa ria 
the telegram reporting M, Maurice's ation (it was the first news 1 Tad of 1) vas hoy 
ever obviosly gente ail he Tost wo ine, senting telegraphic orders to Se 
aise the siores intended for your Mission at once, ee 
He a ae vidas ok ne lclays, aid other exis insidontsattendant 
pon your reception in Persian territory, was due to the neglect of the Persian orsign 
Ohive to wake, notwithstandinse my repeated warnings to it, the: necessary” preparatio 
i ‘anid definite oniers beforehand, both to M. Naus and to its 
‘was, [ think, rather trom procrastination than 
tera ra Tae Fite dou the result 
fa hope ‘arbitration, which they viewed with alarm as likely to cause 
Be Pe AN Ruston wa obi Me Vino a vessiuufe hen would deprive them 
ol tersitory, would by sone means ot other be put of The consequence was that when 
{his Hope was unialild and you actually arrived on the frontier it took some hile tine 
for the ls ey ton dispatshed to reac their Hoel oficial, whist the 
Tatler, intimidated by M. Miller, bad no clear idea a3 to how the Central Governaen 
esired you to receiv ., 
sea balling a cony ot i deopatth to Jou tothe Government of Inia 
have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, IARDIN 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 865, 


M, Naws to Sir A. Hardinge, 
M, le Ministre, Téhéran, le 8 Mai, 1903, 

COMME suite a la conversation que je viens d’avoir avee votre Secrétaive M 
je tiens & confirmer & votre Excellence que la défense de permettre de: 
céréales envoyée par moi A la Dounne de Seistan le 20 Janvier dernie 
fagon la Mission du Colonel MacMahon, lequel i cette époque devait a 
encore bien loin du Seistan, 


Jayais reca un rapport du Seistan me siznalant que le Gouverneur, daccord avee le 
nommé Pourdill Khai 


Pratiqnaient Ia fraude des céréales A Ia sortie, et qutune caravane 
avait frinchi Ia frontiére nonobstant Popposition de Ia Doniane. 
Crest alors que j'ai télégraphié dM. Molitor A Meched Pordre suivant =~ 

“Donne ordre formel Houane Seistan stopposer absolument a toute exportation 
céréales saut quantités autorisées pour Robat. 

“Si exportations ont Jieu par force nonobstant dé 
de contravention et me eabler iimédiatemen 

Jele répate, ceci visait le trafic illégal auquel se livraient te Gouverneur et Pour 
Khan, mais nullement ta Mission du Colonel MacMahon, 

Votre Excellence voudra d'ailleurs. bien se souvenir que mon intervention relatives 
tment aux ondtres A donner coneernaiit Iu Mission a toujours ev pour but do faeiliter les 
affaires. 







visait en aucune 
leurs se trouver 

















, fairo dresser procds-verbaux 
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Je vous prie, &e, 
(si J. NAUS. 








No. 360. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lasdowne.— (Received June 15.) 


(No. 69. Confidential.) 
My Lord, 


Tehran, May 14, 1908, 
‘THE telegram from the Government of India of the 9th instant, and your Lo 


ship's telegram No. 46 of the 1th May, seem to make it desirable that T should explain 
more fully and clearly than Thave yet done the exuet financial situation in P il 
the bearing upon it of the advance made Inst month by His Majesty's Government, 
for the completion of which the Persian Government is now applying, 

The revenues of the Persian Government may be estimated al about 1,200,000 
‘Year, but for practical purposes the only ones we need take into necount are those 
under European adwinistration, viz,, the customs and posts, 

‘The Caspian Sea royalties represent 20,0001, acyenr, 
souree of revenue is doubtful. 

‘The telegraphs represent at present, under Persian management, only abiout 5,000! 
a-year, 

Of the “ maliat,” or land revenue, which n y be estimated at about 700,0001. or 
800,000/, a-year, but which under proper administeation would bring in a great deal 
more, very little reaches the Imperial Treasury. 

‘The annual revenue of the posts, under’ Belgian administration, 
at 10,000%, 
hhe customs brought ia last year a revenne of 420,000/, ani M, Naus estimates 
that this year they will rise to 440,002, an, when the new Taritl is in thorongh 
working order, to 500,001. OF this the northorn customs, including with the term these 
of all the western and eastern frontiers, contribute about 260,001, and the southern 
about 180,001, 

‘These revenues are charged with the payment of the 


the two Russian loans (of 3,200,001), representing an annual payment of 176,000, 


With the payment of 24,000/, a-yeat, representing the interest on) the advance made at 
12 per cent. in April 1901, by the Timperial Bank of Persia, and with a portion of the 
interest on the advance of 200,000/, made by His Majesty’s Government through the 
Imperial Bank in April 1903, which thongl nominally also secured on the Caspian 























but the permanence of this 
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fisheries and on the posts, will, however, as a matter of practical convenience, be entirely 
i the eustoms receipts. ee 
Fe ee toa) annual earge on account of Jans on the exstoms of Pensa is therefor, 
roughly, 216.0001, ot of a total present estimated revenne of 440.0001, of whi 
76,0001, are paid to Russian and 40,0001, to Britis! h creditors, . 
roi nare is therefore room for anotler Ioan at 5 per cent, of about 2,000,000, on the 
northern, and of about $260,001. (interest and sinking fund) on the southern 
San indieated above cannot safely be 
tice, however, such large loans as those indicated above cannot: 
mnnde by the Person Government, ts annual expat, incaing the erat 
d, i f the present Shah, by 200, I. 
, has almost always execeded, since the accession of the prese : 
ven OOO ie annual reeetpis, and Hit is Co attempt to balance its Budget by reducing 
{te expenses and by reforming the “mali,” and is to continue paying the interest on 
existing debts (Inling which Russin forecoses on the northern. customs) aay 
venture to contract any further loan bearing interest of more than 80,0001: a-year, ie, 
Of about 1 D00,000K, or if the customs increase by another Seat of Se 
Tiven this would be most dangerous unless the money were employed remuneratively, 
ey., in order to provide a sulficiont foree to crush resistance to increased taxation an 
tothe abolition of ruinous abe toment by 
end a Table illustrating the above statement by Hz Hein 
Teeaiecon nin Ha AEE ed. pecuniary Habits, the Persian Gove 
sent lias entered into certain politcal engagements towards Russia and Great: Britain 
respectively, which, although already familiar to Iis Majesty's Goxernment, it may 


convenient that I should recapitulate, for convenience of reference, side by side, 


1. Engagements towards Russia. 


‘Phe Persian Government lias Hound itself towards Russia— Re 
te) Moraine the Russian Bank, in case of dealt, supervision, and if this is insulls 
ciunt to secure the regular payment of the interest due on the loans, control over the 
customs pledged as security for the loans all the Customs of Persin except thos 
“Pars and the Persian Gulf." 
FS Not Feileom the Loan of 1901 12010, and no. to redeem the Loan of 
‘il 1912, giving six months’ notice in each ease, _ . 
pK i TMH the loghs ace repaid or redeemed, to ise no foreign loan (Qantaet of 
1901), and to contract uo foreign loan for a Tong term.” (C cata of iH Ree 
tlie consont of the Russian Government, ‘The Russians interpret this ns meaning that 
although etsia i free to accept advances from the Imperial Bank of Persia which fin 
iv sense het Stato Bank and vith which her Government, has an account current 0 
to dseount royalties, stich as those due onthe Caspian suai Coscia he D AN 
Potroleum Concession, and telegraph lines worked by the Indo-Buropé 
Dearehl hud the Tudo. European Telegraph Company, she cannot atiulat, or accept 
1 aupitation, that the advanges made to her, shall only be releemable a, longue 
Gehéince,” ‘The expression * Longue éehéanee”” Tins not been precisely defined, but 
suppose i ight he rnsonably contented that term of tray pin, rhage cre 
ol constitute “longue éeléance,” bi one would 
veut ithe ditestty eoald probably be tuned, supposivy, that we wished to lend 
Porsin a given sum for twenty years, by providing that our advance coat fe ia aie 
in, say ire. zene, but hat SEE wa Fle euci belore ton ie tatorn anata bg doable 
stantially increased, fn the ease of the roe ane ot necessary, 
siabagai ner, daca atate cy Sra era otc ee 
(1) Persia his further undertaken, till the oan, is repaid, not to, lower her, duties 
without the consent of Russia, and this engagement has now heen made independent of 
the repayment of the loan by its incorporation in « seeret Article attachel 
Russo-Persian Commercial ''reaty. 


2. Engagements to Great Britain. 


5 aA 
In 1807, under instructions from Lord Salisbury, Mr. Hardings, the Charge 
WAMeires hero, in connection with cextain rumours as to A conten Ne ae 
requested, in & note to which a Memorandum was annexed, t 
Dassinn Government that under sio cirewmstances whatever would the control of the 


customs of Southern Persia be ceded to a foreign Power. The Memorandum annexed to 
this note pointed out that it would be a grave error of policy to pledge to fore 
financiers the customs revenues of the Southern Persian ports. It added that Great 
Britain would protest against the alienation to a foreign Power of the Shah's control 
over the customs of his “southern ports,” an expression which was altered in the Persian 
text of the Memorandum to “control over the revenues of the customs of Southern 
’ersia.”” 

‘The then Mushir-ed-Dowleh, on the 23rd October, 1807, replied to this note in 
& communication of which the English translation in our archives runs as follows :— 

“You have written that there was a rumour that: the customs of Southern Persia 
would be placed under foreign supervision and control as guarantee for a loan. I there- 
fore take this occasion of informing the Legation that this rumour is absolutely 


without foundation, and that they will’ never be placed under foreign supervision and 
control,” 


‘he actual Persian text, which of course 
ment would regard as binding on itself, 
Titerally it runs 

“This that you had written it has been rumoured that ‘some’ (or ‘certain’) South 
Persian customs are being placed mder foreign supervision and eontrol against the 
amount of a foreign loan, has been brongiit to notice, and it has been deemed necessary 
to bring to the notice of the respected Legation that the rumour is completely without 
foundation and under foreizn supervision and control” (they—this pronoun is under 
stood, but does not actually figure in the text) never will be placed.” 

Not long afterwards, in his despatch No, 149, of 4th November, 1897, Mr. Hardinge 
reported that the Persian Ministers were negotinting a Dutch loan on the seeutity of 
the southern customs, and intended to reconcile theiv action with the above assurance 
bya declaration that as their payments would never be in arrears, the control and super= 

n which they had promised us not to part with would never become effective ; in 
other words, that they wer to pledge the southern customs, so long as they did 
not actually cede them, ittle doubt that they would revive this contention to-day 
if we argued that they had broken the engagement of 1807 by pledging the Customs of, 
say, Kerman and Mohammerah (supposing the latter port to be exeluded from the term 
“Fars and the Persian Gulf”), and further, that they would lay great stress upon the 
fact that the Mushir-ed-Dovileh, in his note of 25rd October, had only given an under- 
taking in respect of “certain of the South Persian customs,” and not in respect of 
them all, 

Ttappears to me, therefore, that hefore committing ourselves to a formal declaration, 
or at any rate entering into a discussion of details with respoct to this engagement, we 
should first decide (1) whether it is undoubtedly violated in the letter, ay T think it iy in 
the spirit, by the Russian loan contracts of 1900 and 1902 
we understand the terms ‘Southern Persia” and “Fars and the Ports of the Persian 
Gulf” respectively, since they are susceptible of different interpretations, 

What do we mean exaclly by “Souther Persia"? Is the expression to he undore 
stood in contradistinetion to Northern Persia” Tn whieh case it would include the 
southern half of the Shali’s dominions, i., the whole country south of, say, the 32nd 
parallel of latitude, and takw in not merely Arabistan, but Kerman and Seistan, Or is 
it Southern" as distinguished from “Central” as well ay “Northern” Persia? In 
which case the northern limit would be drann a good deal further south, and take in 
the eastern frontier and the ports of Persian Baluchistan, but hardly Seistan or the 
Jpper Karun, ie, Abwaz and Shuster. It is evident to me that in 1001 your Lordship 

question, for in Your telegram 
ng the customs of 


the only one which the Persian Govern 
a little less lacking in precision : translated 


and (2) in what precise sonse 


U 
had yourself not come to any definite decision on this 
No. 38 of that year, you pointed out to me as a reason tor collec 
Arabistan at Mohammierab and not at Alwaz, that those of the latter pice might bo 
held to be pledged to the service of the Russian loan, 

What, again, is your Lordship’s view of the meaning of the term “Fars and the 
Ports ofthe Persian Gulf”? Tn its narrowest sense, and in this the Tuwtane doubts 
Jess construe it, it might be restricted to the administrative Provinces of Fars, and to the 


ports constituting the “Banidir District” administered by the Governor of Bushire, 
which extends from Bunder Rig on the west to a point just West of Jask on the east, but 
oes not include Mohammerah in Arabistan, or Jask, Charbar, or Gwetter in Persian 
Baluchistan. Or it may be held to comprise alt the Customs division administered by 
the “Direction Générale” of the Persian Gulf at Bushire, which at present excludes 
Mohammerab, but takes in the ports of Persian Baluchistan, A still wider definition 
‘would include besides the stations within the Tinits of this division, Mohaummerah (with 





14 dependencies Shuster and Ahwaz) which, whilst not for administrative purposes a 
part of the Provinces of Fars or Benddir (Bushire) or for Customs purposes under the 
Director-General of Bushire, is nevertheless n ‘‘port of the Persian Gulf” though the 
Russians, I believe, argue that Mobammeral,, being 60 miles up the Shat-el-Arab, is not 
a Gulf’ port in the strict sense of the term. a 

When the first Russian loan was negotiated in 1900, the Persians intimated, T 
believe, to Russia that they had promised us not to place their southern customs under 
forcign control, and as Russian control was a contingent condition of the loan, their 

ision had ‘to be provided for, ‘The term “Customs of Fars aud of the Ports of 
the Porsian Gulf” was accordingly adopted in the contract, and the Persian negotiators, 
who are never precise, were satisfied with it, os expressing all the eustom-houses con 
trolled from Bushire, with whieh those of Jask, Chabar, and Gwetter, were in process of 

Amalgamation, Molanimerab, and its dependent customs, Ahwaz and Shuster, were at 
that time outside this division, their administration being still in the hands of Sheikh 
Klivzal, and they. were only’ united to it inthe autumn of last year, to be agai 
sepnrated from it (no doubt at Russian instigation) a few montis azo, and constituted 
a separate division under the title of # Direction (Générale de PArabistan 

It must be noted in this eonneetion, and whether wo like it or not, it is undoubtedly 
tweak point in our ease, that at the fime when the Russian loan contract was first 
published, on the 86th sJanusry, 1900, with the elause excluding only the eustoms of 
* Furs and the Persian Majesty's Government made no fornial reservat 

atest wilh regard to this part it, cither to Russia or Persia, on the strength 

engagement of 1897. hey had official knonledge from the eommuniqué in the 
torsburgh “ Pravitelstvenny Viestnik,”” which reproduced the substance, but not 
the actual articles, of the Agreement, that all the customs of Bersia, except those of 

«Fars and the Gulf,” were pledged fo and were liable to contingent control by Russia, 
bul they did not even demand to he furnished with a text of the lo 
order to ascertain how far it affected the engagement of 1897, Sir Charles Scott, 

indeed, spontancously reminded M. de Wilte of that engagment verbally, in the course 

of conversation, but without calling attention to the disti hetveen. “Southern 

Persia” and “Fars and the Persian Gulf,” ‘Two months later, in connection with the 

proposal fo place Mohamuierah under the Belgian Customs, Lord Salisbury telegraphed 

to Mr. Spring Rice to inform the Persian Government that no change in the administra 
tion of the enstoms there shoul he made without onr consent, anil to remind it of the 
engagement of 1897, ascertaining at the same time whether or not the Customs of 

Molwuniijerab were ineluded in the guarantec of the Russian loan, Th» result, of the 

discussions which followed this instruction, aud which Feed not recapitulate at tenth, 

was that the Persian Ministor for Foreigt .Mfairs otated verbally that if Mohammerah, 

‘vos inclnded (as he personally believed it to be) in the expression “ Fars and the Gulf 

of Fars” it was excluded from the Russian gunrantee, and that if control ever ecame 

necessary the Persia Goyernment would decide to. what ports the control should apply. 

His, Exceller wwover, deprecated a written discussion, and asked that Mr. Spring: 

Rice's note S jury's tele ded as a verbal com- 

nitinieation only (Mls Spring Rice's telewrany Ni ‘of the (th April). 

So matters remained, We claiming in, the wbstract that the term ‘Fars and the 
ports of the Persian Gu” must, in view of the ezagement of 1897, inelule 
Mohanrmerali, but without saying how much more it included, and the Persian Govern 
ment evading: an official expression of opinion on the point till when the second loan 
concluded on the same Tines as the first, [obtained your Lordship's pennission to place 
‘on formal record that no pledge in either of the Russian loan eontraets could affeet the 

arlicr promise made to us by the Persian Government, that the customs not merely of 

irs andl the Gulf,” but of “Souther Persia,” would never be placed under foreign 
control, and Udit so in my note to his Highness of the 10th May, 1902, That note the 
Persian Goverument have never answered, Tn dune 1902 L mentioned this fact to the 
‘Alalex at Carlsbad, but as he professed ignorance, or rather an inaccurate recollection 
of the text of the engagement, and talked generally of discussing all current questions 
in London, T thought it better not to press the point, since T did not feel quite certain 
what view your Lordship took of it, and, mozeover, bad no papers about it with me, 1 
aye very little doubt that the Persians would prefer not to commit themselves to 
formal-definition, Tf they say sand the Gulf Ports” include the 
ports of Arab will beconie fivolved ina controzersy 
with the Russians, who will retort that they nd the term as employed in their 
Joan Agreements in its literal sense, and that as any doubts as to these Agreements are, 
by Article 15 of the first loan Contract, to he jugés par entente entre les Gouvernements 
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de Russie et de Perse,” they claim a joint right wi i 

i se,” they claim a joint right with Persia of definin 
spustrument 9 which they are a party. 1, on the other band, the Persians say that 
ats and the Persian Gulf” exclude the ports of Arabistan and. Baluchistan, which, 
Teeet «outlier Persia” may mean, are clearly included within it, they’ expose 

fhemselres to a charge on our part of having violated the engagement of 1897, n s¢ fa 

Seated Wee pusented to these ports hoing placed, in ease of default, under Russian 
control. We have, therefore, now to consider the question whether we shall ine 

eh iaioatataly ‘impaling themselves on one or other of the Norns of ths cise 
nd, supposing we decide it in the affirmative, whether we shall do this in connection 

with the completion ofan advance nominally made by the Imperial Bank of Peri, 

choulg an Eetponally of opinion dhat there is no harm jn raising th point, it that we 

nowt and that nang ll necessarily compel Porn fo give us an immediate 

» and y case such an answer, in the sense desired by us, should b 
made the condition of what is practically our first Perst Me orenethin 
i F : our first Persian to 

effective liold on the southern Peele 

Political loans with Russia, 

attractive than those offere 

an ansiver on this point a s 

the Russians whose loan Cor 


ig the meaning of 


ive are 
y will guess 
ch can have 
fusing a pnd 
iss than point, moreover, is not of any immediate pretic 
consequenes, since the eustoms of ‘Moliammetal, Chinbar, eSsiaat oF aan 
Bee Beale an eae a these ports being as yet purely oen, ‘The important ones 
Busliire iter Abbas, which are covered by the term *Rars att the Cull 
and itis on these that we must strengthen our hold, PEE SN ASS 
questn fa morerne, ay adele portunity for formulating one views on this 
t nam sible and, I think, @ more dignified manner, ‘Tho Aniloe 
penian Declaration of th Fobruary lat provies forthe draving up of a Ton 
Pouanicr” {0 be agreed upon botween the Persinn Government and the British Lose 
Hon at Tehran, which shall determine, amongst other thinus, the *classifeation” of th 
“bureaus dou Fenn emushout Persia, When this “'Fialement." ie snbintted to uy 
k 1 asl infor lion. lo the reason for the se ti f of i 
gan ak fr information a , eparation of the Customs of Arne 
ose of the ng ports of the Persian Gulf, and eon then put i 
caveat au nit inc hon aa vitinar ale toea tes 
i ; 9 soutio 
fs uy ai at alr i you Lowe his 
aust Persia, ie, Kerman, Mirjanar, Kuh Malek 
tom the seope of the two Russian loans, We ave on far more wld 
ground for suc tion, if we take is the real of aright CORSA ide 
ommercial ‘Treaty, than if we raise the point in conncetion with what \ 
Commer vi connection with what ts theoretically 4 
Irate financial transi between tie Persian Government and the Imperial ae 
m1 ial declat u will have been ratified re 4 
or so, there neel be no delay about doing ite att Me enurve ofthe next meck 
Suppose, cI Parisian Gor 
with HDHENE Moreover, that the Persian Government declines, rather tha face a dispute 
Tey speak canes the anaes we require on the grounl that the nugemeat of 
1 i m jouth Persian customs," and that if we unde 
it to cover more than Fars and the Gulf, f Hat thai a 
u he Gulf,” we should have protested at the ti 
the frst loan contract, we shall be in.a beller position if we reluse to necep een 
in conmeetion with the ‘Rglement Douuaier "than if we do so tn couneetion with oo 
avance, "An the latter case the advance falls through, anil any new one on the eeemte 
Mesa, Southern customs Becomes very dificult; in the former we enn reuly that. ne 
reserve out rights, and shall take such measures as we think fit to enfaree thom, should 
‘rsian Government actually break the engaxement of 1897 hy allowing lyse 
Contra over the eastoms of any place in Stern Pe ss is 
In auy case it would, I think, have been very unwi i 
In an I, 3 ise ou my part to have raised this 
question in connection with the advance of th April lst, as icuarednaa as menet 
as Thad the honour to explain ty your Lordship, rapi ction 
ied, 51 0 ‘ Sour Lordship, rapid and decisive acti 
esata, wonl have wobably resulted int upsetting the whole negotiation Bee oll 
e enabled the Russian Bank to obtain, in return for a fresh Issam neg 
have e Rasa D 4 fresli Russian advanee, if not 
a forwal int monopoly, at any rate so strong a Mint contract as:would lave omlenmenad 
he future of the Imperial Bank of Persia. cee 
I would also respectfully point out that by obtaining « collateral hot on the 


customs of the Persian G: v 
ae ees Gulf, we have strengthened our guarantee against iu e being 
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employed as seoarity, or patil security, for a forcign loan, the engagement of 1897 
employe oe have observed, have made it legally imposible for the Persians, under- 
wae sey a Russian advance out of the revenues of say, the customs of Bender Abbas, 
recon ae the ereditors did not stipulate for supervision ‘and control in case of 
70 Lone ll the danger of auch an assignation or ear-marking of tess, Ter oee be a ie a 
nbsolutely excluded till we have either made sufficiently Inge loan to prevent it, or THE following figures are only approximate, 
a ead a clear promise {rom Pers, not only that she will not ‘permit, foreign ‘The estimate of 440,090. is M. Naus' for this year, but it must be borne in mi 
ae napervision cver the customs of Southern Perse, but thet she will never affect fe ence albg athe Nocera aa See ee ial 
ra ant portion of their rovenues for a foreign Toan without ove conse Teannot sii Ny ibe eg al tis ancl chet cLneeG ie ie Cane roe 
Fe ipal an agreement by which the customs of * Fars and the Gulf Ports” are derived ifort importations by Eersin from wbe north and to increase see custome raven 
vitae for 20 years, the collateral security for an English advance is at loast-a slight step ier through the southern ports. a‘ pvonimpertationa lay: 
nde tlscetton, aad pro faxto, a substantial, if only « modest, gain, 

i direeo that the lien on the posts anil above all on the telegraphs, nel ng the 
rom ee eitel the Persian Government i building to Seisan, is worth having, if only 
rer ravent the pledging of their revenues to. Russia, and thus giving her a pretext for 7 
relllling in thelr management. Capital. ah © 

“AL eolleague representing a neutral Government told me that he considered this Pledged Sate eh ol nA Eee 260,000 
provision a distinet advantage from our point of view. “L'Angleterre,” he said, 2 été fs eneet cabin 176,000" 
vas adroite en chipant une ressource qui aurait pu servir de garantie, les donanes Ci? 000,000. 
tres acy ne ots puis, 8 un mouvel empront- Russe,” And, sf mentioned in my 
tiem No, 63 the Viceroy, who is now disposed to depracings value and to contend 
telegram government of 1ndin alvays insisted on the customs ag rat security, himself 
a ited in hi telegram of the Lith Fobruary the telegrapls af Best security and the Sovrueny Custous, 
aoe tan socond, for an Anglo-Indinn Joan of halt a million. 

He et Cecltonoy coming that these Lonns are not arranged on Dusinets lines, s 
py which T suppose he means, in an open, ‘ani straightforward manner, and in return for Capitals. 8,000,000 | Interest at 6 per cent. 8 
itive (iste of mel invest remote, Mand negative) advantages on both sides, he, Autigoed | loa | etree ae and pes ea AD 
Pore cies aight of the fack that as Persia's engagements with Russia forbid her Available aaa eee PE) oa0ot 
to maken foreign Tonn "4 Tongue éehénnee”. at ‘ll, the conclusion of such a transaction, 20,000, 
to mn eAy bustueas manner, presents formidable initial diietltes, which can 
saat hy a fanking mosement, and mot by a direct attack on the open, 
Me'liuen’s at Magerstonteii, AUPen np) oA = 

Persia dare not openly violate hei {with Russia, and must therefore oither TERN: AND) SOUTHERN’ QuatoMs ToORTITER 

nuerfuges to evade ‘consequences, and, in return 

consent to deal some British and Indian 

interests, Russia an ne hing already 
nidyanced Pers 1: to provide more, 
‘on easy terms, ral | tutelage. Available 
rout, for a variety of reasons, 1a : 
Meese nee tnat ho would rather borsoxs from then, even on un 
an open Fupture with then, 

1 pt tive ajc were belly surmote!up in «yaa which De used to 
ML, Nous whew the pros and viva ollers were being discussed by the Persian 
Mi Hretons aux Teusea,” sa his Highness, in his broken Hone), “ Anglais 
Miinetors; prenons aux Auglals, Russes fichéss quelqulun toujours fiiché—alors prendre 
Jo meilleur.” 

ie ioe fly ealizal his standpoint in 1808 wo anight now be the masters of 
Persi, 

east that your Lordship wil excuse the excessive feng of this Aespateh. ‘The 
wont important question discussed in it—thal of the ixsring of the engagement of 1897 
sie ra eaaion Fars and (ie Persian Golf ports” of the Toan Cone is no longer oy Roto £ 
anther previ, in view of the Grand Viaiers decision, arived af since I began to SV Poesia dae RS Rai lara 
trite it, to deter for tho present his request for the ‘completion of the advanee of the 4th lullog siking fond | 164800 
Mati “Tis, havever, almost certain that he wll, sooner & Tater, apply to us again, and pista 
Apri cherafore thought it might he convenfenty and might save uent misunder- | 10,00 
Aianaings involving costly telegeaphic explanations, if © stated, however lengthily and : 
aden despatch, whieh could be kept for reference, the savers points to be borne Estimated Customs revenue, 
nina nt dprenent oF future disenssion of the tonn, question which, tiresome and 
Fanta) fs the pivot on whieh all Persian polities turn, and to which we cannot, 
therefore, aiford to be indifferent, 


Inclosure in No. 866. 


Persian Customs’ Revenue, capitalized at 5 per cent. 


Nortarry Customs. 
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Tntetost at 8 per cent, 
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have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 
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No. 867. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 15.) 


Syn, Tehran, May 14, 1903. 
“LT HAVE the honour to report that at a garden party at His Majesty's Legation on 
the 11th instant, the Russian Minister took the Grand Vizier aside and told him that 
M. de Witte was extremely displeased with him for having taken an English advance, 

id that he had heard, and thought it not improbable, that he would, to mark his 
displeasure, place such high duties on Persian fish as to ruin the Caspian fisheries 
is Alabeg-i-Azam replied that if M, de Witte were to act in this manner, his 
action would be deemed unfriendly by the Persian Government, which would decline to 
be responsible for its eflecis upon the cordial relations hetween Persia and Russia. He 
went on to say that he was greatly surprised that M. de Witte should use such threats, 
‘and should adopt a tone so inconsistent with the good will towards Persia of which the 
Emperor himse dl assured him, " 
eee Amica thal be tal gone fr for nthe erexing, 
after a dinner at the Turkish Embassy, le again broached the subject to his Highness, 
and promised to explain the position to Count Lamsdorif, who took, as it was, a more 
moderate view of the question than M. de Witte, and would, he felt sure, deprecate any 
atep likely to cause misunderstanding or ill-fecliug between the Russian aud Persian 
Govermnents, 


th 
Fneensed the Russian Minister of Binanee. It was evident, too, that he did not regard 
die Cot rating Hie Caspian fiheriog tndusty.as n scriows one. M- Vlassof’ ins, 
Howevers assured other informants of mine that M, de Witte means to earry it into 
athe Thave, &e, 

(Signed) ARTUR Hi. LARDINGE. 





No. 405, 
Sit A Hardinge to the Marquess of Lousdovne,— (Received June 135 


Laie ati) Tehran, May 20, 1903, 
UTP TAVE the honour to transmit hierewith, with reference to any telegram No, 71 of 
4 fc. Churchill of the instructions recently sent by the Persian 
pect to the delimitation of the Perso-Baluch 
onticr between Kuli-i ni pillar I. Twas originally asked to procure these 
Teatenrtone 2 lat, by. Golan hin, tt it may be convenient for sour Lordship 
to have thom by you for reference, ‘The translation is somewhat rough one, as the 
Oficial from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs whom the Moshir-sd-Dowleh. sent with them 
‘was ot authorized to leave a copy, and Mey Churchill had thus to make a running trans. 
1 of them dictation, A 
rior vie eceret supplementary iusteuetion allot Padaha was uot iueluded in the eo 
nications made tome by the Mushired-Dowlel, but T obtained the information from 
«confidential and absolutely certain sours 
Lhave, &e. 
ened) | ARTHUR I, HARDINGE. 
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Inclosure in No, 368. 
Foreign Office Instructions to Yemen-i-Nizam, 


IN the year 1313 it was decided between Persia and Great Britain to delimitate the 
frontier between Persia and Kelat from the environs of Kuhek to Kuh Malek Siah, 

‘The Persian Government sent Etesham-el-Vezarely, and the frontier from Kubek to 
Kuh Malek Siah was delimitated according to the Protocol sent to you, 

‘Te frontier is marked from pllas No. 1 to pillar No. M1 (which isthe beginning of 
the Talab River), and from pillar No. 11 to the north of the Talab River, until it joins the 
Mirjawar River, the frontier is delimitated. From there to the nearest hill of the Mirjawi 
range (which is the limit of the basin to the north of the Mirjawar River), and frou there 
to the tops of the Kachakoo Mountains to the north, a straight line has been drawn to the 
licights of Kachakoo, and fom there a stright line to the highest mountain of Malek 

iab. 

From pillar No. 11 to this point the frontier is not: specially marked, but has been 
fixed, For this reason, in the end of 1319, according to the Shah's orders, custom-houses 
were about to be opened at Mirjawar. ‘The Agents, on arriving, found Captain Webb- 
Ware, with a troop of soldiers, encamped on Persian territory, He had also built a castle 
and other buildings, and prevented the Customs Agents from carrying ont their duties, 
‘and stated that the territory in question belonged to English Baluchistan, 

‘The Agents reported to their Chiefs, who reported in their turn to the Foreign OF 
‘The Forcign Office consequently communicated on this subject with the British Legation, 
both verbally and in writing, As you will see from the copies of the correspondence sont 
to you, the British Legation agreed in the end to our view, in an official note dated 
26 Zilkadeh, 1319, as follows : 

“Tt is not necessary to continue discussing a question of Persian soil, which Captain 
Webb-Ware took possession of under misapprehension, 

‘Hhey further stated in that letter that instructions had been sent to Captain Webbe 
Ware from India to withdraw from that point, but it was decided to send Commissioners 
from their side and from ours to settle the point in dispute. 

You are accordingly appointed Commissioner on behalf of the Shah, to go to the 


afore-mentioned points with the British Commissioner, and see to this busivess according 
to the following directions 


1899, the 
of those 
is also 


Additional Instructions shown confidentially. 


According to reports received from the Customs officers, in the bed of the river 
(which has dried up, owing to stones and deposits), at the juncture of the Talub aud 
Mixjawar Rivers, the English have appropriated 3,000 yards, to which they have no tight, 
‘You are to rectify this. ‘They made a tank at Padaha, which you are 10 see is handed 
over to us. 





No. 369, 


Sir A, Hardlinge (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 15.) 
(No. 74) 
My Lond, Tehran, May 21, 1903. 

T HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my despateh No. 67 of the ith 
instant, that his Highness the Nair-ed-Dowleh has resigned the Goveruor-Generalship 
of Khorassan, and has been suceceded by the Ruken-ed-Dowleh, 

Thave the honour to transmit lierewith a copy of a telegram received by me on this 


(1617) 4G 
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ubject from His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed, and of @ despatch which 1 have 
«to him in reply to it. Ea 1 
dr te ie from. our point of vie, that the Neired-Donleh: chon, lke 
Prine’ Aleseader of Bulgaria in 1886, have spontancously played into the ands of his 
Prince ew cus ade his ovn position untenable; but as the Grand Vict explain 
iLwishers and Monte for the Shab, after having promised an amnesty to ‘he. Teadere 
te {he moyemont on condition of their eeasing their agitation, to ‘consent to their being 
anished from Meshed. et j 
anise” From Mince to the question of the Russian Cossacks cordon in Khorassa: 0 
whiel Colonel Whyte lays stress, Lam in general agreement with the view expressed by 
ari er {tearm fom the. Persian, Ministers that. they hare made clear to 
a ees anid have intimated as nich in an official note, that the maintenanes of the 
cordon is not desired by them. 5 : 
FO eee fa given them to nvdertand that the alternative: to the mainte, 
ance at the present, quarantine arrangements at Karez and TurbattLaidert the 
anes fo. Pedsan tea, of the Tussin frontier to the mors of Ths which, 
cloning jurions to Russian commereinl interests, will be very much more 99 (0 those 
Derik ini i y of the Russian 
My told the Grand Virier that 1 have transmitted. the reply of the 
Sijallon to vate Lords, and that [avait your instructions before taking farther 
ction in the matter. Sates _ 
(Signed) ARTHUR Wf, HARDINGE. 


ince writing this despatel » received from Colonel Whyte a 
8. May 25-—Since writing this despatch T have received frem 
{otograms of Wich Five the honows to inclose a copy herewith, Thave the honour at 
the came’ time to iuclose a copy’ of my reply. Pees 


ee 


Inclosure 1 in No, 369, 


Consul-Geneval Whyte to Hardinge. 
(ii Ho ) Mesied, May 16) 1908, 
Teo PED with Nai sh this morning, He informs me that be 
ABM MUNICATED with Naie-cd-Dowlch this morning. | He i h 
ote Go Rhal explaining canse nnd nature of riots aud asking for soph and erie 
Tt eet ingdeaders of the niovemnent. Otharhrne he resigned, We tells me two 
sion Co arrest eTnnts, Reisut-Tajar and Muavin-ut“Tagjan whe hare royeaelly 
eeaecad against hin, aud who will continue to intrigue agains any Governor 
ae Tet them havo their way, apparently heard of step he hail taken, and 
Appuated to Rassian ConsulsGoncral for potection. Tale islezraphed in eypher to 
Annet te attempt was mime. uteen, these, non, rio Would” Heese again il 
{ra ta tangas bore is no, aytupatliy will these men in town, an ery 
seca wignifiennce of Russian: action, LE iyenns. thats Tussin. ofp preyared to 
engineer riots here, with Nelp of Persian subjects, in which Hoodshed, pillage, and 
Tnecriansiy take, pace, and to subsequently eco their protection fo Persian subjects 
er athem, on, iain thi to covertly threaten to start riots AlFesh 
ye tell, Britis-tndian, and Afghan subjects heres 1 ens 1 0 peal for 
rotgotion axalnst this form of, Russian tertori en te “pha alo beg,had 
Persia Government may be called upon to remove these and their ass 
eam this provinee, as they constitute danger to Hives and property of Sriishefudian and 
‘Atcha euljects. -Muavin fy may to whom Russians are now, Covsigung wheat the are 
IE Russians porsist in, protecting these men agaist their Governmen you 
fetibly retaliate by formally taking under your protection Pers) 
Hee oianth, Afghan Agent here is man of some intelligence, 
rod tht movement is work of Russians. He sends 
ty mail of alfars here, and they, ave Tikes f 
sian intrigues com aL to-be very damaging to ws, Secret Agent informs 
eethat Atala ie taagoment at acceptance of new 
Customs Tari by British Goverment. 
(Repeated to Legation.) 


Se SS al 
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Inciosure 2 in No. 369. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Consul-General Whyte. 
(No. 34. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, May 17, 1903. 

THE Grand Vizier informed me on the 14th instant that the Rukn-ed-Dowleh had 
that day been appointed Governor-General of Khorassan, the Shah having accepted the 
resignation of the Nair-ed-Dowleh. 

T said T feared T was too Inte to suggest the name of lis Royal Highness the 
Moayyed-ed-Dowleh, tlie Inte special Envoy to the King’s Coronation, who had asked 
for my support and for that of my Russian colleague, His Highness said. that the 
Russian Minister had already pressed for his appointment, but that the Persian Govern- 
ment preferred the Rukn-ed-Dowleb, whose selection would be popular in Khorassan, 
whieh his father had already governed, ‘The Rukn-ed-Dowleh was, | may remind you, a 
competitor for the post last Noruz, and bid higher than the Nair-ed-Dowleh. ‘The 
Tatter’s money was, however, regarded by the Court as more certain, the Rukn-ed« 
Donleh being. more profuse ‘of promises of what he would give than of actual cash 
jown, 

T observed that, from the information I received from you, I adhered to the opinion 
Thad formed that the Nair-ed-Dowlch had been the vietim of circumstances, for which 
Ihe was not himself to blame, and that { could not but think that he hind received 
insufficient support. His Higiness replied that there hid been no intention of recalling 
him, and that as he had already told me the Ulema and others had been convinced that 
their demand for his removal could not be complied with, but that the Nair-ed-Dowleh 
had insisted asa condition of remaining that some dozen leading citizens of Meshed 
whom he regarded as responsible for the reson! demonstration against him should be 
exiled, and as this would have been to invite a recurrence of trouble, the Government 
iad considered the acceptance of his resignation as a lessor evil, He added that the 
reports brought from Meshed by the Agha Bashi Mutammad-ul-Haram, the ebief eunuet 
of the Shab, who had just retumed from a confidential mission to, Meshed, had greatly 
influenced the Shah’s decision in the matter, 

It iy cvident to me that the Naired-Dowleh miscalculated the strength of the 
support on which he could count at Court from the friendship of the Hajibsed-Dowleh 
and Sepah Salar, and did not allow for the extreme timidity of the Shab, who vas, T 
hear, prepared to recall him during the riots, as he did his own gon, the Shua-cs- 
Sultineh, from Shiraz uuder siwilar elreunstances, and was only dissuaded from doing so 

the Grand Vizier, on the ground dat this would be w sign of weulness, Perhaps he 
his position to be in any ease untenable, and. preferred (o anticipate by a voluntary 
tion the recall which would have probably followed a fresh outbreak. 
s, it seems, necepted the Russian decoration mentioned in your telegram 
No. 82 of the 10th May, (or the Grand Visier informed my interpreter last night that 
some days ago for the Shah's. pe 14 and wear a high class of 
a Onder of St. Anne, aud had been informed that there was no objection to 
his doing 
Tam, Xe. 
(Signed) ARTHUR IL. IARDINGR, 


Tuclosure 3 in No, 269, 


Consul-General Whyte to Sir A. Hurdinge. 
(No. 89.) 
(Helegraphic.) Moshed, May 24, 1903. 
YOUR despatch No. 33. Quarantine cordon received this morning. Russian 
note reveals, [ think, exact position Russia means to take up, Threat to send British 
{juarantine detachments to Seistan fas apparently had no effeet, and Russia doubtless 
Counts upon either keeping her troops. in Khorassan, or in foreing us to some action, 
which would be likely to bring up question of quarantine internationally, hoping then to 
Dring up internationally question of Afghanistan's external relations. I think move~ 
ment of Russia can be easily defeated (please refer to my telegram No. 72 of the 
Voth August last). Proposal to send quarantine detachments to Scistan did not originate 
vith me, Tadopted it when suggesting recently that as an answer to pressure of Russia 
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in these parts, strong quarantine detachments should be sent to Persian Gulf, more 

eee parte portant that ve should not allow Russia to send detachments there than 

from any belief that such a step would cause her any uneasiness. Tn my opinion, Persian 
Gulf and Mohammerah are the points where we ean cause her genuine apprehension. 

Tshould like to modify my suggestions, I would 

jan Government that our objections: 


ions would he likely to arse 
from fact of their quarantine arrangeme ‘in f Russian officers, In 
toon aes of the alwitted respousibiity which Great Britain incurs in matter of Perso- 
‘Afghan relations, she ean justly claim to be heard on the subject quarantine 
mesures which Persia. may think it necessary to enforce on the Perso-Afghan frontier, 
Tf however, Persia, with the view of shoning her anxiety to meet Russia's wishes, desires 
to maintain quarantine observation post at Kare and other places on Afghan frontier, 
Great Britain would. raise no objection, provided the control of arrangements is given to 
Umesrs of some European nationality which Great Britain ean regard as neutral. 
Existence of these posts should relieve Russia from any anxiety as to plague reaching 
Kliorassan vit Afghanistan, 
‘th regard to. cont 
Venice Convention would se A : 
‘Our position mobilization [rie] of routes across Afghanistan is not, in my opinion, 
strong, but T think Concession proposed, provided ge eutrals are chosen, should 
dispose of Russian arguments for retention of thei n rassan, anil, if 
ceryted, dovus no material injury. On the other hand, if Russia declines to accept 
proposal, our in this question will be, to my mind, vastly stronger than before, 
Wee dny such rangement as 1 propose should come about, f cannot, after a year's 
experience of Belgians in these parts, too strongly depreeate their being regarded as 
neutrals, 


ight reach Khorasan from the south, 


ee 


Tnclosure 4 in S 


Sir A. Hardinge to Consul-Geneval Whyte. 

(No, 35.) 5 E 
Bir, Gulhek, May 26, 1903. 

LHAVE received your (elegram) No. 89 of the 24th instant, and am transmitting a 
copy of it to Hix Majesty's Sceretary of State for Forcign Affairs by the messen; 
Leaving to-morrow 

AVithout going so far as entirely to discard your suggestion that we should propose 
the substitution of “neutral” for, Russian quarantine officers in Khorassan, I feel con. 
sidorable doubts as to its utility, even if, which [ think most unlikely, it were to commend 
itself to the Russian Goyermment. 5 SAMS oh 

You have yourself pointed out that the Belgian Customs officials in Persia have not 
shown themselves impartial or considerate to British interests, and Tse no reason to 
suppose that quarantine officers selected from one of the other minor States of the 
Jontinent, Dutchmen, Danes, of Swiss, would prove much more satisfuetory than Belgians 
of the same class, though Danes or Swiss would probably le calmer and more conciliatory 
‘than representatives of the central European nationalities. Se, ane 

‘Phe faults of the Belgians, viz, a tendency to the arrogance and {arbitrariness so 
frequently displayed by the Continental bureaucrat, and especially of the *fonetionnaire 
subalterne,’? nn ignorance of the difference between Eastern anil Western ways and 
Habits, and a disposition co entorce, without regard to it, the minute regulations of 
civilized Europe among bickward Asintic populations, would probably be found in a 
scarcely lesser degree among officials from Holland, Switzerland, or Scandinavia, neces- 
sarily devoid of any practical administrative experience of Orientals, and would, as in the 
ease of the Belgians, lead to constant friction both with us and with the Russians, We 
are not the oily foreigners wlio conmplain of the Belgians; the Russians, at Teast here in 
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‘Tehran, are constantly engaged in angry disputes with them, and M. Viassof' has gone 
so far as to hint that M. Naus is in the pay of His Majesty's Legation with the object of 
injuring Russian interest: 

Moreover, the Russians might claim as a condition of their acquiescence in a 
© nentral” quarantine cordon in Khorassan that the English quarantine officers in the 
Persian Gulf should also be superseded by ‘neutrals, an arrangement which would 
hardly be weleomed by British shipping or commercial interests. 

Your proposal will, however, Lhave no doubt, receive earefal consideration at the 
hands of His Majesty’s Government, which will send me its instructions on the whole 
question as soon as it has examined the Russian Legation’s latest note, when I will 
address to you a further despateh. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 





No. 870. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receiveil June 15.) 


(No. 76, Confidential.) 
My Lond, Gulhek, May 24, 1903. 

I HAVE the honour to report as follows on the recent proposals made by the 
Persian Government for the completion of the advance of the Ath April Inst 

On the 7th instant M, Rabino, Chief Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
informed me that he had received an official application from M, Naus for another 
100,001. on account current, and M. Naus himself called on me on behalf of the Grand 
Vizier shortly afterwards to solicit my assistance in the matter. I inclose a copy of his 
Excellency’s note to M. Rabino. 

[told M. Naus that it would be useless for mo to ask your Lordship to provide 
100,0002,, repayable at short notice, as the point on which you had Jaid special stress 
making the advance of the 4th April was that the repayment of the latter should be 
spread over a term of years; but that I was ready to ask you to inerease that advance 
by the amount now applied for by his Highness on the same securities, and with the 
provision for a sinking fund which would bring up the annual payment to about 8 per 
cent, M, Naus seemed to think it certain that, the Grand Vizier would accept these 
terms, which might be embodied in a Seerct Article to be added to the Agreement of the 
4th April, if he could not get the advance “a compte courant” and C accordingly 
addressed to your Lordship, and repeated to the Vicoroy, my telegram No. 61 of the 
‘7th instant. 

Upon this the Government of India objected to the completion of the advance 
unless the terms on which it was made were revised, and insisted — 

1. That the southern customs should he made the only security; and 

2 That the term, “Customs of Southern Porsia,”’ should he substituted for the 
term, “Customs of Fars and of the Persian Gulf 

‘Tue former condition would haye heen difficult; the latter (for reasons whieh 1 
have explained in my despatch No, 69 of the 14th instant), one practically impossible of 
attainment, 

F accordingly sugseste, in my telegram No, 62 of the instant, tha, inated of 
Hin Majesty’s Government providing the funds to complete the advance, they should 
merely assist the Imperial Bank to furnish 50,000/. on account current (payable out of 
the southern customs), on the lines indicated by your Lordship in your telegram No, 28 
of the 8rd August, 1900. This sum, plus 50,000/,, which the Persian Government ha 
lately repaid to the Imperial Bank out of our advance of the 4th April, would have met 
the requirements of the Persian Government, and would have brought up the British 
stake in the revenues of Persia to nearly 500,000/—a modest sum, no doubt, compared 
with the 3,260,000, of the Russian loans, but still a substantial element of influen 

‘The nature of my suggestion was—perhaps owing to my own fault in impairing i 
leamiess by attempted conciseness—not quite understood by your Lordship ; for it was 
evident from your telegram No, 4G of the 11th May that ‘you supposed me to be 
supporting. the Grand Vizier’s original proposal for the completion of the advance on 
account current and without adequate security, whereas T merely mentioned this proposal 
incidentally as one which I had myself put aside, in so far as direct assistance from Hix 

fajesty's Government was concerned. 


‘As soon as it was clear that your Lordship was prepared to complete the advance on 
(2617) 40 
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T was spared the necessity o 
enstoms, for bis Highness 
sloment woutd not be opportune for such an arrangement as I had 
That M, Nauis had misunderstood his instructions, which were no 
viMoverament, advance, such as that of the th April, through the nominal agency 
the Lraperial Bank, but to borrow from the latter institution, if possible, in the ondinery 
rare of business, I thercfore dropped the subject, as T thought it unwise to seem toe 
cone clo lend the Persian Government money, and merely said that, should the Grand 
Pasa ie rete later. on ke completion of the advance which we bad made in April, 
the would find us ready for it upon easy and reasonable conditions. 
Ta ae now obtemed 60,0002. on account current from the Imperial Bank of Persia. 
‘Phe Inter eam provide this amount out of its capital without running counter t9 the 
{ons of its Concession, as the debt of 200,000. incurred in April 1901 has been 
tiltned by auninal repayments to about 10,0001, and the 40,0001. borrowed in Febrasry 
sera Hoan repaid out of the. 200,000%, advanced by us. Te lias also asked the 
Thanque @'Excompte, through M, Naus, if they would be prepared to lend hint 
Foo {00 tormans about 10,0001) on acount curent and, without conditions; and 
BM Geute ti roferred the question to M, de Witte, but had not, when T last saw 
M, Naus yesterday, received any reply from St. Petersburgh, Rane 
(ivan ie the eeuly from the Tussian Government is in the negative, or is fettered 
with polltieal eondilions which will oblige the Grand Vizier to reject it he wil, if 
innit, be able with the 50,0001, borrowed from, the Imperial Bank: to tide over the 
inna hac The most pressing demand which he as to satisfy is one for about 
30,0002, on aecount of arrears of pay due to the troops. A 
Trt Mantine, he his displayed his appreciation of the servico rendered. by the 
Inyerial Hank hy making the nintage arrangement deseribed ie my telegram No. 72 of 
(instant. 
je reagons for the Vizier’ reluctance to borrow another 100,001, from us 
on the anieliues as, ot on Tincs similar to, (hose of the Agreement of the 4th Apa 
ST pelfeve, party unnillingness to propose it fo the Shab and partly fear of Tussian 
Feaentment. 
‘the Shot was, ax {iad the honour to inform your Lordship in my despate So. 47 
ofthe Gt Aptil ery much oppose to making. tle southern customs even a collateral 
in English advance, Untiendly induences have, wade inn believe that we 
* of the Gul’ ports and of Selstan, and my insistence in 
Ith Api on the “southern customs” aroused, or 
Icions in his, wind, ‘The Atabey-i-Acam’s 
Jed His Majesty that the pledging of the 
‘error, and he is unwilling to repeat it in 
houses to foreign creditors. | He 
first made it he 


"Tabiece Road 
ier, therefor 

is opponents at 

would use the 

«© proposal 

self he is sure 

tliat it should not 

originate with me.” i . 

Tis "Highness is, morcover, aware that the Russian Legation and Bank are 
watching him with a good deal of suspicion, and that an increase, to the, amedut of 
JOo,O0GE, oF his boron ings from_ua would. at once become known to AT. Viassod, d 
Wiehe convert the later from a doubtful fend into an open enemy. As he Hy nok Mt 
Vis 'urgent oF ininediate need of the money, or at least of all of _ and is wot 
Veiie merced to supply it by the Shab, he prefers, i his usual procrastinating spit 
init alla fresh anplensant discussion with the Russian Legation, and to obta the funds 
Pt otits by degnoes in the form of smnall advances theoretically repayable at short 
notice, whieh attract comparatively little attention, dct 

vic tad ne on the 22nd instant that M, Viassolf had just eross-questioned him ag 
to thetralrorarepott that he was again obtaining money from English sourees, aud 
tae Chad answered that he had authorized M, Naus to borrow a sum of between 
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50,0001, and {100,0001,, repayable at short notice, by drafts on the customs, from t 
various local banks, but that he had left the etily of the transaction entirely in, is 
hands as Administrator-General of Customs, and was not yet avare what arrange- 
ments, ifany, had been wade by him; these would, however, doubtless involve dealings 
both with the Imperial Bank and the Bangue d’Escompte. 

I should mention, before closing this despatch, that T have endeavoured indirectly 
to sound the Atabeg-i-Azam, through Abbas Kuli Klan, as to the question of a cash 
payment or subsidy, as suggested by His Majesty's Government, in return for the grant 
to us of certain political guarantees. Uhave the honour to inclose a Memorandum by 
Abbas Kuli Khan of a conversation on the subject with his Highness. It is evident 
that the Atabeg did not regard the suggestion as a serious one (and I told Abbas Kuli 
ian to throw it ont only s bis own, and uot appear to be making it by my instrue- 
tion), but he did not, dismiss it as impracticable, and it i possible that, should his 
Gnaneial anxieties again assume an acute form, he may give it more careful considera- 
fion, Tis grat dealt would probably be the impossibility of getting the Shah to 
Rep Loan the danger that its betrayal might result in some extreme step being 

_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 370. 
M, Naus to M. Rabino. 


Monsieur, J Téhéran, le 7 Avril, 1903. 

__ La miso en vigueur du nouveau régime dounnier a eu pour conséquene ainsi 
quil fallait ailleurs le prévoir, d'infliger un relentissement momentané au mouve- 
ment des importations, Beaucoup de négociants attendent l'écoulement complet 
de leurs stocks de marchandises avant de se décider A renouveler lems commandes & 
Votranger. 

Dirant eotie période transitofro les recettes des douanes domenreront foredment 

férioures aux prévisions Iaxées sur Tes hesoins normaux de ta consommation ot on 
doit escomptex quil sGooulern pout-étre A peu pits uo année avant quo le nowvenu 

nier produise le chitfre de recettes prévuy, lequel deyrn alors atteindre 

3x kouroure de tomans. 
Iv service de la Trésorerie de 
Atesso I'Atabeye Azam, mtont 

i avanice de 10,0002, qui serait 
mise en compte courant & Ja disposition de T'Adiinistration des Douanes pour me 
permettre d'elfectuor avec Ia réxalarité Wésirable lew paiements ondonnanees par Io 

ouvernement stir la enisse des Douanes, Siaprs Yexpiration d'une année la rentréo 
normale des recettes n’avait pas rétabli Péquilibre entre les roeettes ct les sorties da 
comple courant des Doumes, le Gouvernement surat a so mettre accord aves 
Vhuperial Bank of Persia sur lo mode ot les te remboursement. 

“ai Thonneur de yous en soumettre la proposition en vous priant de me. faire 
consattte eit entae dans Tes eonuvenances de Vinperial Hank of Persia dy souseriro et, 
Je ens échéant, \ quelles conditions , 

Veuille, &e. 
(Signs) NAS. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 870. 


Memorandum, 
(Confidential. 

IN an interview I had to-day with the Atabeg-i-Azam, his Highness, iu the course 
of conversation, referred to the financial situation of Persia, and I, ax you lid desired, 
took the opportunity of sounding him as to whether the Persian Government would be 
prepared to accept, until they have reformed their finances, assistance in the form of a 
fulsidy or cath, payment from Tis Majesty's: Gorernmont, if the latter at any time 
deemed it desirable to make such an offer, . 

“His Highness remarked that such an offer did not soem to him likely to be made, 
or, if made, it could not be free from hard conditions, 1 intimated, that, considering the 








304 


este of His Majesty's Government for the maintenance of the independence smd 
{ntugrity of Persia, the conditions of such an offer, if made, would probably be acceptable 
integrity of Fe Gevernment. Bis Highness then wished to know what T thonght the 
to the Pern ikely to be. I said Tlis Majesty's Government. might, perhaps, ask for 
Certain privileges in Southern Persia, such as the right of priority making roads, 
saiaystor factories; they might ask for a guarantee that no territory oF port the 
ray oi ahall be alienated to any foreign Power, or they might try to come to some 
Taderstanding with the Persian Government not to renew its agreement with Rus 

whieh provents the construction of railnays in Persia. - ee 

Win sogurd to the cession of territory or a port to a foreign Power Nis Highness 
coil Me pee Government did nol contemplate and would never eonsent to such 
Step, and i stipulation to that effect seemed therefore superiuon 

With ioated to the Russian Railway Agreement, his Highuess remarked thet at the 
time Net fa bent, but without success, to dissunde the Tate Shab from making. this 
Nteement, whieh he knew the Russians vould never give up. Without saying it in so 
par wos, he intimated that it ould not be easy for the Shah to resist @ demand by 
Tussin for a further prolongation of the period. 

Fr cars has Flaghness, thought the conditions suggested by, me. presented 
consiteatie ditjedties, and might be deemed to tic the Iminds of Persia in other 
aupects as completely as those of the Loan Contract of 1900 had done as regards money 
matters. 
oF conclusion of our convervation the Atabeg, howover, hinted that should the 
question of u subsidy ever come forward, its conditions could ther be diseassed, thus 
dei eniping that le did not wish his entiism on my suggestion to be regarded as 


‘a rejection in principle of the idea, és 
(Signed) ABBAS KULI. 
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Sir As Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansidowne—(Received June 15.) 


(No. 75, Confidential.) 
My Loni, Guthek, May 26, 1903. 


THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events in 


Persia. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDING: 


——— 





Inclosure 1 in No. 371, 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, not reported in separate Despatches. 





Tehran. 


A-SIRIRY of the employs of the Post Office took place about a fortnight azo, 
th protext of whieh was the insolenee of on of the Armenian oficials, but which 2%, Naus 
Polbees to have been instigated by the Vazir-i-Humayum (a royal jester and buffoon, 
who was at one tine Minister of Posts, aud who was lately exiled for a year for con- 
Wvisng: against the Grand. Vizier), with the object of diserediting the Belgian Admivistea: 


rea aeeireetly, the Atabosci-Asam, himself, and of stirring uy Moslem fanaticism 
Mine dtrikers took sanctuary in the Shah's stables, ani prevented the horses being tak 














IN for His Majesty's usual drive, demanding justice for themselves and for Islam. This, 
Ralever, proved an error in tagties, as it only. served to irritate the Shah, and he 


teMportedM, Nave, and sanctioned the punishment of the ringleaders, who have been 
Danishedl to Ardebil 

‘Tiere is still much talk of « reform of the Matiat, and restuetions in expenditure. on 
a small ceate have been effected by the dismissal of some supertiuous officials, and’ by 
talting down the emoluments of others. ‘The Atabeg--Asam is said to be preparing ® 
Urait scheme for submission to the Stab. 
The Shah has refused to renew the coutract of Mr, Dellagana, au English veterinary 
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sargcon employed in the Royal Stables, This gentleman was unfortunate 
offend the Shams. ider whom the stables are, by too great an oT 
aula ain ofthc gromser abn i thels managements and aad Shams-ul-Mulk 
of the Ain-ed-Dovlel, via is now the most infsesial porn ty the: Shae entattaso, 
te oe ey set His Majes Hearing that the new Cossack Colonel 
ant to take advantage of this opportunity in order to apply for @ new veterinary 
wangeon, from Rosi, nominally for his brigade, Bir A. Hardinge asked the Grand 
‘zier if this was the case, and was assured that this application would not be 
entertained by the Persian Government, as the latter wished to reduce and not to 
increase the cost of the brigade, and had eat down Colonel ‘Tehernozubofl’s estimates. 

















Ispahan. 


A. Van Roosebroec, Tunjestor- General of Pont who wi reported in my last diary 
‘ left for Yead, proceeded to Shiraz. instead, having received instructions at the 
ast inoment to go there tn comission with the resent posal robberies in the south, 

n spite of the plentiful supply of water and the goo pect of the ‘pric 
eee ply nd the good prospect of the crops prices 





Shiraz, 


sane Ti® Rov Governors shoving great energy in restoring ole, and aps havo bean 

iaken to reeover property reeently stolen by the Kashkai tribe, and for the arre 

robbers who attacked the Resid anae : srenniarenon 
The roads are now reported to be safe. 








Astrabad. 


In a recent disturbance in the town about thirly men were wounded. 

cc iis Imuabitants of and Mahala ve ently revolted against the authorities on 
account of the oppressive conduet of the Governor, They defeate: elled the 
SY ey defeated and expelled the 





Bushire, 





Herr von Mutins, the new German Const}, arrived on the 28rd Mareh, 
Mr. Melcon returned from Shi the 25th March and left for Bunder Abbas, 

___ Inreply to-a communteation from the Gran Viner to the effect that the new Tariff 
is for the benefit of the country and must be enforced at once, the merchants have 
declared that they cannot agroe that the Tarif is heneficlal to. the country and people 
that they cannot bear the burden imposed by it, and that if it is enforeed they will ave: 
to stop their business. hey therefore again request a graco of throe months to enable 
them to clear their gonds nov lying in the Custom-house. 

se Shcikls Husein, Chiet of Chakoota, having refused to come to Bushice in compliance 
with the Governor's summons, his Excellency. dispatched an oxpodition against him 
Chagota was ature, but the Sheikh managed to escape. 
Neos has been received from Bussorah that, the Turkish “ Adna” Left 
thereon the Bed April with oe attalon of erat fo Bia ee ee ae 

oat with a large eargo of aris and ammunition coming from Muscat was recently 

eaptured by the Persian Government ship * Muzafer.” ‘The boat is TERRA 
Persians of Bushiro, who have taken sanctuary with one of the leading Mullalis, ‘The 
arms and ammunition are said to belong to two Koweit merchants, ‘ 



























Mohummerah. 


‘The Beni Truf have not yet paid up the arrears of revenue, but have given the so 
{RO Oe ey 
‘Anact of piracy with murder has heen committed near Z 
oppose Mobammeral,”Sone arrests nye eon made. 
"The Nasir-l-Mulk, untit recently Guardian of the Shrine at Meshed, bs hee 
appointed Vazir to the Salar-ed-Dowleh, Prince Governor of Arabistan, See 
[1617] at 











in on the Turkish side, 
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Resht. 


‘The Chief Engincer of the Russian Road Company is very much dissatisfied with 
the cardition of the road between Piri Baziar and Imam Zadeh Hashem 

Ta gonsequence of his recommendations, two powerful automobiles are being sent 
out for the purpose of drawing trains of carts, im, whieh it is proposed to bring ballast 
ait one rertins, the gravel which has ro fox been ved being quite neces: 

te omar talk despondently of the rond, and evidently: considers i aw i 
elephant. 

aot ng recently een constderible: agitation against te Babis, wnd several 
istorlumioes have taken place, instigated by the Mollahs and students 

Me penpetrators uf various outrages aginst the muters ofthis soo have been 
severely dealt with by the Nasrcs-Sultanch,, {: or of 6 n, who is himself 
suspected of being a Babi 

vet ot ending Babis have now left Resht, and there is a prospeet of the 
agitation quieting down. 


Seistan. 


Major Benn roports that Colonel MeMation grossed the Helmut and made a 
formal extey into Persian territory on the 16th March, camping al Pobeh 

Hey faltowing, day he hells Durbar for tie first reeeption of the Pers 
Fie the Daebnts which ‘vas’ most imposing; speetsele did wot fai to fmpress 
the lveal Persian officials 

report lis ronclied Major Benn that the Persinn Mamoors are somewhat, per= 
torbed atthe nutber of Brltish afigors who. are’ wandering about the country” 98 
survey work. 

cH ieultios in obtaining supptios for the Consulate still continue, and the 
rives charged are most exhorbit 

The nw Persian telegtaplh line from Meshed reached Nel about the © 
aid afte has now been opetied there, ‘hare i likely to le some delay be 
Pee Mtaetiow Navratahad, He ixsaid that the Russian engineer proposes to & snue the 
routes to Sestan before prolonzing the Tine muy further, ‘There are two routes ta choose 
Frou, One across the Henn, which is tHe most dire nore cit= 
Fe Aad. aud Madeh (along. the Palang Kuh Valley) ta and 
theneo tore capital, ‘Whe latter, whieh is te one ipted, 
Me eck Hamun, hns mang: dJiadvantages owing to its innagcesibility, fem the 
Wty and its Tack of water, ‘The Tne is not expected. to, reach Nasratabad till. the 
Hit am e'Mtay.-at the easiest. A telegraph office is being constracted in the new 
Customs inelosure. B 

Air, Clementsont, agent of Messrs, Pores, Forbes anil Co, 
the export trade of Soistan. Hy states tha Mis firm are ani 
frool pracurable, and geidially divert the tlow of this. cou from the Khornssan 
yt eet hiown pus, aud this before the Seltan market is Coote by the sub- 
at Tenssian traders who are reported to he coun to. Seintan very shortly, If this 
export trate cane developed! it will in a small degree counterbalance the loss in 
ea Tiwthe Nusbki route, which aust necessarily attend the introduction of the new 
aoe TH salvo hoped that it will tend. to seenre a steady supply of Tebie Toads to 
Tastes eamsence of which bas hitherto deterred Tadian.eumel ontters from using the 

tent. 


deputation to Seistan es 
visiting the Helmunl 
Captain Plunkett t 
went, He has carefully travel 
Knowledge of the contry from a mili 

Wee tot the Rusaan Consul, Its infortsed Major Bun, that is application for 
eave Hs liven granted, but that he has orders not 0 leave, Selatan until the Helmund 
Teac on hae left the countey. De, Miller, who stated that he would. remain for 
Guothor three months, will probably act for his brother. 

i thee ay the. Cuntonss etuployés that the post of Director of Customs it 
Selatan is 46 be done away with, and that in future only an’ Assistant Director will 
Sein  e Me this is tru, M. Maurice wil leave stortly and. M. Dhow will remain 
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in charge of the Seistan bureau, ‘The reason given for this ion i 

n the ati. ‘The reason si reduction is that the new 
Castoms Tariff will so diminish the import trade fom India thet there will not be 
sufficient trade to justify the appointment of two European officers. 


Meshed, 


‘The Sarakhs agent reports that no fresh troops i 
me akhs agent roports that uo f ops have been brought to Russian 
Sorakls, and its not known with what object the seven guns, the arrival of which was 
reported in his st diary, have been brought there, 

The Russian Bank is sending a large cata 
sugar, and china, 
© the Commander-in-ehief of Herat has ree 
invited Captain Fisher to that pla 
apptehionsans of the Goveror- ene 1. 

‘The Amir has ordered that every attention is to be paid to C i 

: every atten © be paid to Captain Fisher, but th 

later suspects that his letter coniains a hint that he should Ve 7 


elon ae _ hie sho couraged. from 
Tenet lence: than necessary, and His Highness is sending a special doctor from 


{o Seistan with piece-goods, kerosene, 


ved a rebuke from the Amir for having, 
but its mild nature has greatly relieved the 


‘There have been no further disturbances at Meshed, 


It is reported from i-Haidari that the Russians have ry 
aida pave brought a militar 

were, ani Persia 20) ua vi 
signaller there, hat 1 the Persian telegraph olfice, using his own 


Sig WILLIAM 3 ERSK 
PY ranean (Signed) VILLIAM A. P. ERSKINE. 


SS 
Inclosure 2 in No. 871. 


Notes on Russian Military Movements in Trans-Caspia for the Week ending, April 2 
THE following information has been furnished by 
March 27-10 inlantry passed through Krosnovoi 

211 hoxes of ammunition aid 3 hoses containing rifles we 

in the direction of Ashkubad. 

} infantry and 2 Cossacks passed through, Krasnovadsk on their wa 
2 eh Krasnovodsk on their way t 
sagzatous of cps were dat ING RUSEHON GPAMURINGS 7 
a eh 18 wags ‘drial provisions were dispatehelt i the diveotion of 
Mpril 1.22 infantry passed through Keasnovolsk inthe diveati 
bee infantry gl Krasnovods eotion of A: ; 
12 infantry and 6 Cossacks passed throuzh Krasnovodsk on (cerns oa 
¢ were alspatched thins Keasnovoits in the dreotion of Ashiabad. 
ry passed through Krasnovodsk in the discetion of Ashkabad, 
(Signe) dE. WHY! Liewtonant-Cofonel, 
His Britaime Majesty's Acting Consul-General. 


ewaewriters 2— 
i in the direetion of Ashkabad : 
dispatched from Krasnovodske 


Meshed, April 25, 190 


Tnclosure 3 


Notes on Russian Military Movements in Trans-Caspia for Weel ending May %, 1903 


THE following inornation has been furnished by news-writers :— 
April (6 packages of clothing and 2 boxes containing rifles were dispatched fr 
Krasnovodsk in the direction of AshKabad s 4 infintry passed throug! Sfanebiik Ot 
eerie oS abad; 4 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on 

April 5—2 wasyon-loads of supplies and $1 packazes of clothing were dis 

d miekazes of clothing were dispatel 

Pies pianeteee the Oe of ‘Ashkabad ‘15 infantry: ine taURNS oe 
novodsk in the direction of Ashkabad; 5 infantry and 12 Ce passed 
aoroit Jute cretion of Sah fantry and 12 Cossacks passed through 

‘April §.—22 infantry passed through Krasnovodsk on their way to Russ 

April 8.31 infantry and 8 Cossacks passed through Krasni avodsk on th 


Russia; 3 wazgon-loads of supplies and 800 boxes of i ere 
Honda gene joxes of dried provisions were 





Krasnovodsk on their w 


April 10.—7 infantry passed through 
if ods ion of Ashkabad 


astiovodsk in the 
dispatehed frou Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashl 
left Mere in the di 
6 waggon-loads of flour were dispatched from Mery 


passed through Ki zon-loads of supplies 








Shaikh Junaid 





WHYTE, Lieutencat- 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul-General, 





Meshed, May 2, 1908, 








ss passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad. 


April N= 14 Coss 
inf iovodsk on their way to Russi 








Krasnovodsk on their way to 














and other provisions were dispatched from. 


11 waggon-louds of dried bre di 
Sossucks passed through Krasnovodsk on 


direction of Ashkubad ; 6 





their way to Russia 


April V5.—45, box 1 of clothing were dispatehe 





amunition and 1 waggonslo 
jon of Ashkabad. 
6 Cossacks passed through Krmsnovodsk in th 





direction of Ashkabad ; 
from Kramnovodsk in the direction of Ashkabad ; 





27 Noses of ammuniti 
4 Cossacks passed thro 

LO iufuntry passed throvgh 
2 waggon-loads of supplies, 2 guns, and 5 
direction of Ashkubad, 





were disptche 





rasnovodske in the diré 
5 hoxes of amnmnuaniti 













the direction of Ashkabad ; 
their way to Russia. 
and 6 Cossacks passed through Krasnovodsk 
patched from Krasnuvods 
ovodsk on their wi 
passed through Krasiovodsk in the direction of Ashkab 
were dispatched from Krast 





ry passed through K . 
fi 1 the direction of 








(ds of supplies wer 
cks passed through Ky 








3. waggonstoads, oF suppl odsk in the direction of 








tiou passed through Krasnovodsk in the direction of 
igh Keasnovodsk in the direetion of Ashkabad. 






1) infintey passes 





voulsk in the dire 








His Britaunie Miyesty’s Aeting ConsuleGeneral. 


Meshed, May 9, 1903. 














Sir Ac Hardinge (o the Marquess of Lansiowne.— (Received June 15.) 






Gulahek, May 26, 1903. 
i, swith reference to my telegram No 

m sending to the Mushi 
stoms of Arabistan from those of Fars and of the 





T HAVE the honour to transmit her 
copy of the note whi 





of the 2ith insta 








jent Dougnier now in course of negoti: 
oncluded for some months. 





tus informs me that the “ 
fion with the Russiny Legation will probably. not be 
dratt whieh he submitted imme 


Commioreinl Dee! 









nit back from St. Pe 
ws to disenss, and exp 





js him to accept without 
iow drawing up fresh counter-proposals 








Whis he refuses tod 
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which will have to be aga 





submitted fo the Russian Government, as the Russian 


Minister insists on referring every point in them home. As an instance of this, he 





told me that an article in whicli he had provided on the subject of fines, that the 4 
Central Customs Authority might modify them on appeal from the local authoriti i 
had been altered under 4 misapprehension at St. Petersburgh, He had wi 
Autorité Centrale aura le droit de lever ou @abaisser Jes amendes.” ‘The Russian 
Foreign Office mistaking the meaning of “lever,” and supposing it to signify 
“ever,” had struck out this word, and though he had explained to M. Viassoif that 
its real meaning was to “remit,” and not fo “raise,” the latter would not agreo to 
its insertion, in this sense and with this explanation, without a further reference to 
St. Petersburg! 
He has promised, however, to let me have the papers on the subject as soon 
reply to the Russian propostls is ready, which it will be in about. ten days’ 














as his 
time, 





T have, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR Hl, HARDINGE, 





Inclosure in No, 37: 















Sir A. Hardinge to Mu 
















Your Excellency, May 24, 1903. 

UIS Majesty's Resident at Bushire reported carly: this year to the Government, 
of Indin and to His Majesty's Legation at ehiran that the Customs Administration of 
Arabistan had been separated from that of the remaining ports of Southern Persia 
which aro under the “ Direction Générale” of Bushire, and lind been constituted into i 
a separate division with a Director-General of its own at Mohammerah, 

‘The Government of Indin as called the attention of His Majesty's Government 
to this new arrangement, and T am now instructed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to 
address your Exeelleney respecti 

His Lonlship anticipates that the separation of Mohammerah for customs purposes 
from the other ports of the Persian Gulf might, in the absence of a clear declaration i! 
to the contrary, give rise to an impression that the customs revenues of Arabistan were 
excluded from the term “Customs of Furs and the Persian Gulf,” used in tlie Russian 
Loan contracts of 1900 and 1902, and were therefore pledged to the service of the 
loans created by these two agreements, 

It will be within your Excelleney’s re 
‘conclusion of the first Russian Lat 
























































Mection that in March 1900, just: 


fter the \ 
































Agrees 
er the 









Tam personally convinced that the Persian Government, in separating the Customs 
Administration of Mohammerah and its dependent stations on the Karun from that of fi 
the rest of the Persian Gulf, was guided exclusively by considerations of adminis- i 
trative convenience, and I reported as much to Lord Lanstowne on the strength of a 
statement made to me to that effect, in an unoflicial conversition, by M, Naus, But 
his Loniship would deem it more satisfactory if I could send hin an official assurance 
from your Exeelleney that the above was the only reason for the ehango, and that 
Mohammeral and its dependencies, including all the ports of Arabistan, aro still 
‘comprised with the remaining southern custom-houses in the term Fars and the ports 
of the Persian Gulf” employed in the loan contracts above mentioned. 
(Signed) ARTHUR I, HARDINGE, 
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No. 373. 


Sir A, Hordingr to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 15.) 
(No. 81. Very Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 27, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the long strugele between the Court party and 
the Grand Vizier has culminated in a perhaps temporary, but none the 1 s striking, victory 
for the latter. Tis Highness, finding his position one of daily increasing difficulty, boldly 
told the Shab that he could not reform the finances unless the Hakim-ul-Mulk and the 
Vazir Aflham, the two ost active members of the Opposition, were removed from His 
Majesty's Councils, and he supported his arzuments by aceusing these Ministers of having 
inspired certain anonymous pamphlets of a seditious character which have recently been 
circulated, and which attack the policy of the Persian Government, and do not spare the 
Shah himself. The Hakim-ul-Malk’s friends assert that these pamphlets are composed by: 
a Molla in the pay of the Grand Vizier, and tbat the Shah is aware of this, but that he 
hi n induced to yield to his Highness’ demands by fear that unless he do: he 
Will not be able to obtain the funds for the European tour next summer on which he is at 
present bent, 



























esty accordingly sent for the Hakim-ul-Mulk two days ago, told hiny that the 
complained that his opposition was paralyzing the work of financial 
reorganization, and asked what he should do. The Hakim-ul-Mulk (£ am giving the 

own account of what pissed) begxed to be allowed to resign his appointment as 
-Derbar and to leave ‘Tehran, and he asked for the vacant Legation at Vienna, 
he Shah, alleging that this post was too distant, offered him, and he accepted, the 
Jovernor-Generalship of Ghilamn, His Majesty, who displayed great emotion at the 
prospect of their separation, assured hin that he would not remain long there, and that he 
would within two months recall him, but ! think the Hakim-ul-Mulk would be unwise to 
place too much confidence in this promise. 

The Vazir Atkham was at the same time offered the Governorship of Yezd, which he 
had no option but te accept. 

The Royal Harem was greatly ated at this triumph of the Atabeg's, and 1 hear 
from a Palace source that the ladies, and especially the chief wife, Hezret Oliuh, over= 
whelined the Shah with such bitter reproaches for his weakness, that he beat a hasty retreat 
from the “ anderoon.”” 

Whether the next few days may not see some 
to say, but for the moment the Court party is disorganized and terror stricken, and it 
looks us though the Atabeg, whose star had’ been steadily waning for the last few months, 
had recovered all his ancient authority, 

Meanwhile, a frosh Pi incident has teen provided by the flight of the Shoa-e: 
Sultaueh, the Shah's second son, who, alter repeated appli us to be made Minister of 
War or given a Governorship, cr else to be allowed to travel abyoad, has suddenly quitted 
‘Tehran without leave, with the avawed object of proceeding to Europe, Orders have 
heen telesraphed to stop bin at k in or Enze The Governor of Kazvin has, how= 
ever, failed to effect to them, but even if leis not arrested at Resht or Enzelli, he 
will doubthss be refused a passage on the Russian steamer. Should he nevertlicless 
succeed in reaching Baku, he will very likely be sent back by the Russians, who regard him. 
with no friendly feelin: 

At first sight 1 thoucht it possible that the flight of the Shoa-es-Sultanch might be 
connected with the reoval from Tehran of the Hakim-ul-Mulk and the Vazir Af kham, 
as his Royal Highness is also a bitter enemy of the Atabeg’s, but I find that this is 
‘apparently not the case. 
















































udden or startling change it is difficult 








































T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR I. WARDINGE, 








No. 374. 





Sir «l. Hardie (o the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received June 15.) 
(No. 22. Commercial.) 


My Lord, Gulahek, May 24, 1903. 
M. NAUS spoke to me yesterday about the commereial relations between Persia 
and Afghanistan. 


The effect of the new Persian Tariff is to exempt almost all Afghan imports, 








No. 874%, 
Lord G. Hamitton to Government of Indide {Communicated by India Office, June 15.) 


( ie.) B. India. Office, June 12, 1908, 
(Teleraphie) —Y - fin Offs, Jone 18,1008, 

vil sfercuce to your telogram about Seistan of the Slst ultimo, inst 
Dawe ne boc cont to lle Majesty's Minister at Mehran. to represent ofiily to the 
Parsi Clovernient that the Goldbunid line should Ie included in the scope of the 
arbitration, using sioilar Iangunge 16 that whieh as reported in, is telegrann 
de Gili Jute, he Las already used Unollically to the Persian Foreign Minister, 


ee ee 
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which are chiefly wool, hides, and live stock, from duty altogether, and greatly to 
diminish the revenue which Persia formerly derived from her duties upon them under 
the old 5 per cent. ad ralorem régime. 

ns, on the other hand, continue to impose on Persian imports into 3 
ge duty of more than 10 per cent. : 
w of the 26th February last, inclosed in my despatch No. 4, a 
1, of the 11th February, Persia is free to impose a duty double that 
provided by the new Tariif, and of 10 per cent. ad ralorem in the case of articles which 
the new Tariff treats as free, on the imports of all countries which do not give to her 
prolluce the treatment of the most fivoused nation, and as she las no ‘Treaty. of 
commerce guarantecing her this privilege with Afghanistan she would, strictly 
, be within her xights in imposing this duty on Afghan imports, "She has 
far, attempted to do so, but M. Naus said that she might have to consider the 
question unless some arrangement as to reciprocal ‘Tariffs could be come to with the 
Government of Cabnl, and he asked for my opinion on the subj 
I said that I saw @ priori no reason why an arrangement such as that which he it 

had indicated should not he negotiated through His Majesty's Government, which 
would be in virtue of our political agreements with the Amix, the proper channel for } 
a discussion of this nature, aud that I was ready, if he wished, to consult your 






























































Lordship and the Vieeroy on the subject. i 
The questi r difficulties, the chief of them being the inability of i) 
the Persian Go on any imports into its territory without i 


ks we might render a serviee both to Porsia and 
ns of the two countries, besides inereasing ows OW 
we could arnuge some commercial agreement 





the consent of Russia; but It 
stan, and improve then 
uee wd prest 
between them. 
Nivus does not regard it -as a ve 








y urgent matter, and has promised to confer 

with me about it again later o jould be glad in the meantime to be favoured. 

with the views entertained res it by your Lordship and the Government. of 

India, y 
Thave, &, 

(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE i 











Indio Office to Foreign Offiee—(Received June 15.) 





TE Under-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George I i. 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, eopy of a telegram from 
the Resident at Aden, dated the 14th June, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


Initia Office, June 15, 1903. 






Tnelosure in No, 






Resident, Aden, (0 Government of India, 










(Telegraphie.) P. Aden, June 14, 1903, 
TN continuation of my telegram ubout the Shaibi border of the 12th instant. : 
F have heard from Wahab that a surveyor has already gone to [ ? ]. Perhaps there g 

is no grent harm in this, though for the preseut I should have preferted that no move 

should be made for the present in a northeasterly ditection, 

(Repeated to India Office, Bombay, and Coustantinople,) 
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No. 376. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 15.) 


(No. 62,) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 

PROPOSED action at Kerbels and 

My telegram No. 81 of the 13th June. 

T have sent the following telegram to Tis Ma 
‘our Lorilship authorize latter to give the messige, should you think its language 
judic of the reply he receives ® 
«There have been disturbances at Ispahan against the Babis and at Tabreez 
against the Belgian toms. ‘'he Persian Government attribute these to orders 
which Agha Sharabiani has issued from Kerbeta, 

«Tunderstand that the latter is in receipt of funds from the Oudh bequest, T have 
accordingly suggested to the Grand Vizier that means might be found by us of 
representing to him the dangers which ineitements of this kind involve. 

‘T should he glad if, on receipt of authority from Lord Lansdowne to do so, you 
would convey to him from me some such message as the following, with whatever 
polite amplifications etiquette m i 

“The political interests of the overni 
Persiny of whose independence it is a firm. support 
administration of the Oudh he 


Gulakek, June 13, 1903, 









ty’s Resident at Bagdad. Would 
































nt are identical with those of 
To take a small matter, its 
ist is one of many proofs of the respect with which i 
regards the Mahonmedan religion, which millions of its people profess, and it will 
vor favour any meastures which cout exuse Persia weakness or injury, Appeals to 
religions hatred ire, however, likely to-do far more harm than good, auil it depreeates 
Not only Russia, but Turkey and England have agreed to the new 

or mny he said for or against it, and it is only by negotiations 
Powors that it ean be changed, and such negotiations would entail 
great difliculties, Let the Hazarat address, in a loyal and respectful manner, to the 
Shah or Grand Vizier any complaints which they may have against the Persian 
ment, and at the svn clergy here from making use of any 
norunit as an incitement to violence 












































* (Soerut) 
“Tt is desirable 





lien Gur influence with the Persian Govern. 
to it at Kerbela; but I should also wish 








inva manner favours 
toonter into sueb friend] 
‘enable me to nse them as a ley 
ttor show signs of contr: 








nex fresh loans with Rus 





ia or following an unfriendly 





Il, therefore 
explanations of the 
aitinst [usin 
would help 

J was informed yest 
had spreud fo Ardebil 
Babis at Yer. 


by a friendly and sympathetic attitude you ould enc 
Views anil teal objects, which 1 suspect to be mainly dire 
preponderance here, and, if possible, get them to send me a letter, 

















the It 
Kl Urmi. Rel 





Minister that the Tabreez disturbances 
jols have today broken out against the 








No. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 16.) 


Sir, India Office, June 1, 1903. 

TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Hardinge’s 
letter of tie 25th ultimo, inelosing a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at 
ehran, deprecating: a proposed reduction in the staff of the Tebran—Bu 
the Indo-European Telegtaph Departme 

In reply, Lam to say that his Lotdship concurs in the view taken by Lord 
Lansdowne as to the inexpedieney on political grounds of a reduction of the number of 
British telegraph officials in Southern and Central Persia, at all events for the present, 
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A copy of this letter will be communicated to the Director-in-chief of the Indo- 
European. Telezraph Department, whose note explaining his action in the matter is 
herewith inclosed for Lord Lansdowne’s information, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) " HORACE WALPOLE. 











Tnclosure in No. 377. 






Note on Foreign Office letter, dated May 25, 1903, on subject of Reduction of the 
‘Telegraph Staff on the line Tehran to Bushive. 







ON the 10th March, 1903, T wrote to the Director of Telegtaphs at ‘Tehran, saying 
that T could not satisfy myself that the two Sub-divisional Officers and four Inspectors, 
all Europeans and senior men on good pay, were now needed for the effective mai 
tenance of the 692 miles of line between ‘Tehran and Bushire. L nsked him i 
























































‘of a Constl-Generai at Ispahan the necessity: 
had been removed, and that with three Inspectors travelling over the same 
four do at present, there would be no loss of intercourse between these of 
inhabitants of the country, 

If the political value of the ‘Telegraph officials 14 40 great in Persia, it follows that 
this Department is now by the construction of the Central Persia line doing a work of 
very great political importance. ‘This line is proving costly one to construct and will 
be so to maintain, ‘The transfer to it of one or two men, who can well be spared 
departmentally from the ‘Vehran-Bushite section, will affect a saving, and at the sane 
time, it appears to me, will only move the sphere of their influence to localities where it 
will he more useful both politically and departmentally. 

Sir A. Hardinge suggests that the opportunity should be taken of reconsidering 
the policy of this Department of sacrificing all otlior interests, including pol 
siderations to the paramount one of economy. Ido not think it can be admitted that 
such @ policy exists, and it seems to me that the fact of the Department having 
obtained sanction for the construction of an alternative line through Central Persia is a 


sufficient answer to this, 
(Signed) H, A. KIRK. 





als and the 























June 2, 1903, 





No, 378. 






Initia Office to Foreign Office.—(Teceived June 10) 


THE Under-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, aud, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the 1y, dated the 15th June, relative to Kerbela affairs. ; 


India Offiee, June 16, 1903. t 
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osure in No, 375 ‘ 
Inclosare in No, 378. Tuclosure 2 in No. 380. 
Gorrrmnent of Iudin to Lord G. Hamilton. Resident, Aden, (0 Government of India. 
(Tetewraphic.) _P, 














‘ June 15, 1903. (Telegraphic.) P. Aden, June 9, 1903. 5 
aN LEH reference to the telegram of the 10th June from His Majesty’s Minister WAHAB telegraphs, 6th Ju 4 

at ‘Tehran, we are (aking steps to appoint to Kerbela, as Vice-Consul or Consular No, Xo claims, except as regards Dakkam and Ukla, have been made to 

Agent, Mirza Muhammad Hassan Molisin, He isa 


‘Torks, nor proposed to His Majesty's Government, by British Commissioners, see letter 
om Resident, Aden, dated the 30th 
‘Turks having forced reference home, 
s been done on thei 
to decide what claims 
selves suggest.” 
(Repeated to Secretary of State, Bombay and Constantinople.) 













with Persian polities, We are also regulating the business of the Oudh bequest. By 
ese means We shall be in a position to exercise control over the principal people at 
jela and Najaf. Fshall send jaapers by an early mail. 
(Repeated to Tebran,) 


May, parageaph 4. We have confined ourselves, 
to stating facts fully in light favourrble to Ameer, as. 
‘urks, but we have it to his Majesty's Government 
e expedient, after pointing out the solution which the facts them= 





















No, #51, 








___ THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his eomplinei 
Scoretary of State for Forcign Alfiaies, and, by divection. of Lord George F 


watls herewith, for the information of ‘the Secrerury of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Vieoroy, dated the 15th June, relative to tho Aden delimitation, 


Inylia Office 





Iuidin Office to Foreign Office —(Recéived June 18.) 






























THE Under. 
Secretary of State 
forwards herowith, 


c 


retary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

ANairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a, Secret 
rmment of India, dated the 12th instant, relative to the seizure of 
Js belonging to the Seistan Arbitration Commission by the Persian i 





Jame 12, 190% 
















Thclosure in No. 879, ‘Customs authorit 


Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India, India Office, June 17, 1 











(Velewraphia) Py Indie Offic 
Wire reference to Maitland’. ms of the 12th and nie 
fonwrding the telegean from the Commissione 
fn the meanwhile, Fi hink, provided noid 
the Shaibi frovitier, the ne 
‘nceonponytog the report of 
(Repeated to Aden.) 


June V5, 1908, 
t ant. His letter 
ill beayaited. ‘The Commission might 
oe tisk is incurred, continue to survey 
st portion of which is shown marked green on the map 

Und Decemb 






Tnclosure in No, 381, 








Loril Gis Hamilton to Government of India, 








(Sceret.) 
‘My Lord, India Office, June 12, 1908, t 
TINCLOSE herewith, for the information of your Exeellency’s Government, 
of Ietters which have passed between th ‘ind the Boreign Office with re 
to the Sceret letter from the G of the 28rd April Inst. 
Your Excellency will sew that, in the 1 of His. Majesty's. Governm 
tion is nevessary in regard to ‘of supplies anid, camels, helongingg 
Persian Customs authorities in March, regard 
ernment in the matter, and to M. Nous? 
explanations, reported jn Sir A, Hardinge’s telegrams of the With and 21st March last, \ 
Uhave, &. \ 
(Signe) GEORGE HAMILTON. j 












No. 380. 








Uti Office to Foreign Office-—(IReceiced June 17.) 





_ THE UnderSceretary of Stute for Jidia presents his compliments to the Under 
Sita of st Affairs, and, Ly dincetion of Lord George Hamilton, for- 
‘wards herewith, for the tion of the Secretary of State, eupy of two telegrams froin 
the Resident, Adon, relative to the Aden delimitation, ut % 


India Office, June 7, 1008. 

































Tuclosure 1 in No. 380, 


Resident, Aden, to Lord G. Hamilton. India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 18.) 


THE 





Under. 





ceretary of State for In | 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 2 5 4 
forvards herewith, for the information of Ue Secretary of State, copy of & telegram to i 
the Viceroy, dated the 17th instant, relative to Kerbela affairs. + 


India Office, June 18, 1903. 


(Velographie) P. aden, June, 1903. 

AMIRI boundary. Final report and map prepared by Wahab reached London by 
fast mail (see my telegram of the 28th May), and by next mail you will receive my 
covering letter to the Government of India. “First alteroative line of demareation, viz., 
green line moditied accoring to configuration of (2) ground and tribal boundary, is the 
‘only one T can support, - = 








presents his compliments to the Under- 
by direetion of Lord George Hamilton, 

























+ Nos. 255° ani 319, 
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Inclosure in No. 382. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, June V7, 1908. 

HIS Majesty's Government will not issue orders to the Resident in Turkish Arabia 
upon the communication to Aga Sharabiani at Kerbele, referred to in Hardinge’s 
telegram of the 15th instant, until they are in possession of your views. Send them as 
early as possible by telegraph. 





No. 383. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received June 18.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 17th instant, relative to the Aden delimitation. 


India Office, June 18, 1903. 





Tnclosure in No. 383, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Tele; 3) Wa India Office, June 17, 190: 
WITH reference to r telegram of the Ist instant about Aden, His Majesty's 
Government concur in the view that the conclusion of ‘Preaties with the Upper Yattai, 
Upper Aulaki, including, if necessary, Lower Behan, and Beda must, in the circumstances 
stated in Maitland’s telegram of the 26th ultimo, be proceeded with, With regard to 
eventual delimitation to the desert, the decision stated in my ram of the 16th May 

‘oo, Meanwhile, in order to prepare the way for delimitation in a southewesterly 
m alter the Amiri border has been settled, as suggested in your telegram of the 
19th ultimo, Maitland should receive instructions to draw up a report upon the 
approximate line of boundary which it woul be expedient to demand for the Subaihi 
and Haushabi, 


















No, 384, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, Juue 18, 1903, 

WITH reference to my letter of the Ist instant, Iam directed by the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to transmit to you herewith copy of a despateh from Sir N, O'Conor,* in which 
his Hxcelleney urges objections to the proposed request to the Ottoman Government that 
the extension of the Turkish telegraph line to Kataba should be postponed. 
ir N. O’Conor points out that a request of this nature would certainly be 
interpreted by the ‘Turkish Government as a sympton of our intention to obtain 
possession of Kataba, and would be caleulated to render nugatory the assurances 
given by His Majesty's Government that they do not desire any extensive or wholesale 
departure from the limits laid down by the green line. 

Tn these circumstances, Lord Lansdowne would propose to instruct Sir N. O’Conor 
not to proceed further in the matter, and I am to inquire whether the Secretary of State 
for India coneurs in this course. 























Lam, &e. 
(Signed) 'T, H. SANDERSON, 























No. 886%, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice —(Received Jue 19.) 








+ Tudia presents his compliments to the Under- 
irs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
n of the Sceretary of State, copy of telegram 

+ to the status of the Imperial Bank of 


UE Under-Sceretary of State 
Secretary of State for Poreign Ai 
forwards herowith, for the 
from the Vi dated the 18th June, rela 
Peoria. 

Ludur Office, June 1%, 108. 

eS 












Inclosure in No. 385* 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamitton. 





June 18, 1905. 
ast from His Majesty's 





Te TT bere to. the despatch 
WI'TLIL reference to the despatel n nde 
Minintew ab obra fo. the Secretry of & » Alfie, would onset of 
‘wliole body of shareholders he required to change in the constitution os disposal of the 
Sharter of the Tnpertal Dank of Persia? We think that this point should be ase 
tained. in London; and if unanimity on part of shareholders is essentiah we mighty 
without involving Government in any for the manner in which the Bank's 
suies are conducted, acquire the valuable power of veto upon any such change by 


buying a fow shares. 


(els 






















fisi7y Cd 
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No. 885. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 19.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State fer Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
foreards berewith, for the information of the Secretary of Slate, copy of a telegeant 
to the Viceroy, dated the 17th June, rative to the Rusinn quarantine conto in 
Persia, 


Tndia Office, June 18, 1903. 





Inclosure in No. 385. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
QUARANTINE in Khorassan, 
‘There seem to be two objections to the proposal in your telegram of the 20th ultimo 

to establish a retaliatory cordon in Seistan. In the first place, it involves a departure 

from the principles of the Venice Convention; in the second place, it would probably 
fail to bring about the removal of the Russian cordon, in which case British Indian 
pilgrims and traders would be subjected to inspection twice over, 

he Secretary of State for Foreign Aifuirs has suggested a representation to the 

Russian Government through the Russian Ambassador here. ‘The proposal is that he 

should give to Count Benckendorif a note objecting to the Russian cordon as a violation 

of the Venice Convention, and also as an encroachment on the sovereign rights of 
Persia, in view of the fact that Persin has repeatedly expressed the wish that it should 
be withdrawn, 
The note will proceed to express a hope that the cordon will immediately he 
remoyed, otherwise, it will be stated, His Majesty's Government will be obliged to take 
suck nation ns may be necessary Co meet the situation ani to protont lritah and Afghan 
subjects 

Ifaction should hecome necessary, it is proposed to send an Anglo-Indian officer 
to’Turbat--Heaidari as Cons, with «medical officer and envalry escort, with avowed 
intention of protecting from molestation at the hands of the Russian sanitary cordon 

‘our people and trade, 


India Office, June V7, 1908. 























No. 886. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Recetved Jue 20.) 


(No. 887.) 
My Lord, Therapia, Juve 18, 1008. 
WHIT reference to my despatch No, 295 of the 22h ultimo respecting the 
rwmoval from Wakra of Yusuf Bey, one of the three Mudirs recontly appointed to the 
El Katr coast, I have the honour t0 report that T lean from His Majesty's Acting 
Consul at Bussorah that Arabi Effendi, the Mudir of Zobara, has returned to Bussornli, 
Mx. Crow reports that he has eonfirmation that orders were sent by the Vali of 
Bussorali to the Mutessarif of Hassa to remove Yusuf Bey from Wakra, and 1 will 
report again as soon as T hear that these instructions have been carried out. 
Lam requesting the Resident at Bushire to assure himself that no Mudirhas been 
sent to El Odeil, 




















Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N, R, OCONOR. 





f1617) 4M 
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No. 387. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 20.) 





Therapia, June 15, 1903. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 305 of the 27th ultimo, | have the honour to 
report that 1 have received a telegram from His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Hodeida stating 











‘Mr. Richardson also informs me that 
tions of the witnesses and proceedings at the tri 





forwarded to me copies of the deposi- 





Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





No. 388. 


Sir N. O'Conor (o the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received Jun 





.) 
(No. 349.) 
My Lond, Therapia, June 16, 1908. 
I HAVE reeeived Colonel Wabab’s Report, marked 1, Secret, of the 
‘and also Colonel ‘Aespateh No, 160 of the 80th May, 
hereon, 








agreed to enter upon these 
nts such as that of Ad Dareja 
that is to say, the frontier 












in 1901, and (2) in onder to delimitate the actual fronti 
Helween the Yemen, as in occupation of the Turks si 
santons. 

hore were special 
Government to transs 
the territor 
























ns 0 
rojected, except in one or tivo: vi ter 0 

T would similarly advise th aniary claims, such as those mentioned in 
paragraphs 61 and othiers of Colonel Wahab’s Reperts, sould not be supported, 
would make an exception, however, in f it we have already 
claimed on account of the specially ag: s ling the Turkish 
occupation of Matasi, Ls liability his been admitted by the Sublime Porte. 

Tf those v commend ther ves to His Majesty's Go nment the frontier 
line might ho iawn as described in Colonel Walab's. paragraph and T feel 
fairly confident of bein ctain for the Amir El-Ukla, which is a favourable 
point of departure for the deli eastwards to the desert, 

Mote prveise and definite information respecting the Dakam villages west of the 
Wadi Kataba would haye h rable, especially as the Report does not show that 
any of them have Been under the author 
‘Diali of recent date. If, however, 1 
that there are strong objections tot 
‘Mages to the east of the river, int 
urkish Government to recognize them as part of the 4 and to accept 
Colonel Wahub's seen Tine, as marked on his Map (C), from where it leaves the river 
4 Lakmat-nd-Dubi, auud vans across the plain to the summit elose to Safaf, and then 
down the ridge of the spur to Bale-al-Fajar. 

Tt will not be an easy matter to persuade the Sultan to alter the green Tine, but 

able to the abandonment of our claims to Kataba and the Yubi and Haiki 
ilistricts as a leverage, Lim inclined to think that T may be able to come to terms 
with the Imperial Government. 

I fail to seo any sufficient reason in Colonel 
should not follow the Wadi 'tiban from Bat 
neeessitry 10 0, 

uct Wahab’s arguments in regant to the Amam and Humar territory need 

















































ched from the kindred 
to persuade the 


























Walab’s Report why the frontier 
Fajar southwards, as far as it may be 



























not be considered if your Lordship agrees with the premises of this despatch, and 
rejects claims founded on ancient documents which have been in desuetude for a 
couple of hundred years, 

Tam not afraid, like Colonel Wahab, that, any serious inconvenience will follow 
from leaving Kataba and the other districts which he mentions to the Turks, ‘Their 
tendency will be to withdraw further from a well-defined frontier, while the tendency 
of the inhabitants will be gradually to cross into British-protected territory, where 
they may escape the exactions and misrule of the Turks. In fact, I shall not be 


Qubrisd if at’ no very distant date, they move tho Kattuakam trom Katxba to 
adlua, 

















he frontier ought, however, to be clearly marked, and, as posts and pillars would 
be liable to be removed by either party, I hope some small towers, visible one from 
the other, may be built along the border. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ; R, O'CONOR. 





No. 389. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 68) 
Sir, Foreign Office, dune 20, 1903. 






I HAVE received your despateh No, 80 of the 26th ultims, and L approve the terms 
of the note addressed by you to the Persian Government relative to the separation of the 
customs of Arabistan from those of Fars and of the rest of the Persian Gull 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 
























































No. 390, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, 





rangement as 10) 
hegotiated through the medivin of 






between the two counties bein 
‘Government. 








Tord Lansdowne would be glad to be favoured with any observations that the 
Secretary of State for India may desire to make on the points raised in Sit A, Hardinge’s 
despatch. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) . Hl, SANDERSON. 












No. 801, : 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 21.) 

(No. 83.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

DEEINITION of “Fars” and “ Gulf, 

E have received a reply from the Persian Government to the note inelosed in my- 
despatch No, 80 of the 26th May. It is evasive as T had expected, and is to the effect 
that, for administration and customs purposes, Fars and Arabistan have always been 
eparate, and that they were only united ten months ago as a temporary measure for 
customs purposes ; that the question whether Mobammerah is to be considered as 
«Gulf port” is one ta he determined not hy them but by geographers, 

‘The Grand Vizier, to whom I spoke about this note yesterday, showed 
reluctance to grapple with the real question at issue. Teonfined myself to reminding 
him of the promise of the Russian Government of 1897 respecting the customs of 
Soutliern Persia, thinking it more prudent not to press him too hard for the present, 


Gulahek, June 21, 1903. 
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and told him that, in reporting the answer of the Persian Government to my note, T 
‘vould ask for further instructions from your Lordship. cae 

‘hree days ago I received a message from His Highness intimating that it might 
tbe necessary for lim to ask us to complete the advance of the 4th April ; but I'did not 
Teapond to his, hint in view of the present question and of the line taken by the 
Viceroy respecting it. 









No. 392, 


Inddia Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 22.) 





THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scerctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
ster trom the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 28th May, relative to the French 
flag incident at Museat, 


India Office, Zune 20, 19 


eee 











Tnelosuxe 1 in No. 392. 


Major Cox to Government of India. eee 
(Confidential. 2 Muscat, May 9, 1908, 
TN continuation of my letter No. 183, forwarded by last mail, I have the honour to 
sport avhat is passing in regard to the French flag: imetdents, | = 
ca A aleerapta to von onthe Oth instant, the “Tnfernet” has not yet put in 
an appearnnee, Mongl telegrams have teen avaiting her for some days. he Sultan 
remains in the interior, but is not far olf, and may 1 back at any ti 
TT miber of Sart Rreneh pratées and thelr relations have heen in Museat for the 
twist fortnight, importuning the French Consul to elfet the release of their comrade 
Wisfined hithe fort, and M. Dorville las heen putting them off from day to day with 
the assurance that the “Infernet” would be here at any moment and would do the 
necessary, Meanwhile, the ship is more than week overdue, ant this, combined with 
ree rer that the French Consul had sent his Dragoman down to Sur, gave rise to the 
suspicion that the “Tufernet " had stopped there ex route, and might possibly be 
to obtain satisfaction from Shi ‘ydulla-bin.Salimn’s following there, for” the 
the French protéx's dhow, 
Mivisahle to make sure on the point, by sendin 
ly, His Majesty's ship “ Perseus” 
new hattd and £ had 
myself in ense th 
hen find it difficult 











































dito 












now what course to 





pursues 
‘Whore was 10 5 





of any French man-of-war, however, but apparently the French, 








Drona hind heen promising the arrival of the “Internet from day to day, bringing 
Viera tio velo neities anil the " Perseus,” which arrived at dusk, was mistake 





\ ersons inte ‘on the shore to greet 
{ham tor that vessel, Numbers of persons interested turned out on the shore to greet 
thew foleased friends, aust were much disappointed to find the ship was the“ Perseus, 
i that no Brevch man-of war had yet arrived, : Aerat Be 
sre id not loud nb Sur atall, ast thought that Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Salim might 
possilly be there, and wy ineeting him at the present juneture might be ombren 
Ay sent a peon to the hoase of the chiet British subject to inquire if all was well 
Fale thy Lindy’ community, and to Jot them know of the complaint. which Absulla- 
Pet atlin ‘made against item, alleging that they were supplying his encmfes with 

visions, sina é 
Prove was reported sell on shores Abdtullasbin-Salim was still in his country, and the 
hostilities current between hin ‘and the Hinawi were said to be dyin out. ; 

Nie isto be noted that, since the present issues arose, Goguyer has teen 
telegrayhing all news and movements of His Majesty's ships to the Russian Consul at 
Heer scents probable that, when the latter reecntly visited Muscat, he must have 
given Goguyer instructions to that effect, of else that the Frenchinan sends information 
fo the Russian Consul for retransmission (0 Enrope. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 392. 
Mojor Cox to Goverament of India. 


(Confidential.) Muscat, May 12, 1903, 

IN confirmation of my telegram of to-day’s date, regarding the attitude of the 
French Commodore, I have the honour to report as follows ;— 

2, The “Infenet” arrived yesterday, the 11th, After calling on her, the French 
Consil visited the Sultan's brother, who is acting for Ris Highness, and said that 
Commodore Forestier had an important oral communication from the French Govern- 
ment for the Sultan, and that it was necessary that His Highness should eome in with- 

to receive it. Saiyid Mubammad-bin-Turki wrote to his brother accordingly. 

, eaily, the Commodore called officially on Saiyid Muhammad-bin-Turki, 
and repeated his Consul’s observations of the previous day. 

3. Meanwhile, Commodore Forestier and Captain Johinston Stewart, of the “ Naiad,” 
Senior Naval Officer, hid exchanged visits, and the former asked Captain Stewart to tell 
methat he had messages to me and my family from Commodore Kiesel, of the * Catinat”” 
(his predecessor), and was anxious to meet me. 

therefore called on him unofficially this morning, He was extremely cordial and 
yoluntecred the information that he had come with a message from his Government to 
the Sultan, and seemed inclined to discuss local questions. 

1 told him that I performed such duties as I had in Muscat to the best of my 
judgment and lights, and trusted that he would believe that, in doing so, I had every 
Gesire to be reasonable and friendly with all representatives of his nation, and hoped 
that our relations would be as pleasant as mine had always been with Commodore Kiesel. 
He replied that he was sure of it, and that it would be vory much easier for him if he 
could talk frankly with me on matters affecting us both, and T replied that, as far as T 
had any authority to speak, I was at his service, At the same time, Usaid T thought 
that, generally speaking, the questions affecting our relations with Museat, unimportant 
as they were comparatively, had been left too much to local adjustment and could 
perhaps be better settled at home, In view of this conversation, I have thought. it 
advisable to telegraph to the Government of India, and 1 do not think that I havo any- 
thing to add to what I have stated in that message. 





























Tuclosure 3 in No. 392. 
Major Cox to Government of Indias 


(Confidential,) Muscat, May 16, 1908, 

TN continuation of my letter dated the 12th instant, I have the honour to report 
subsequent developments of the issues concerning the French flag question in amplitica. 
tion of news submitted during the week by telegraph. 

2. Tt will be remembered that the French Commodore visited the Sultan's 
Representative, bis brother Saiyid: Mubammad-bin-Turki, on the 12th instant. Saiyid 
Muhammad, aecording to usage, returned the visit the following morning. An account 
of what passed while he was on board the “Infernet” is furnished in a separate 
‘Memorandum (Inclosure No. 1), Saiyid Muhammad, I may mention, is a man of 
totally different calibre to his younger brother, the Sultan, being somewhat hot-headed 
and quick-tempered. Immediately on landing from the Infernet” he sent a messa 
to me asking me to come over and see him, and on going to the Palace I found him in 
a state of considerable agitation and anger at the treatment le had received at th 
hands of Commodore Forestier, One of his suite had, at his direction, made peneit 
notes during the interviow of what had passed, and as to the Janguage used; and with 
the help of the notes thus made Saiyid Muhammad gave me an account of what had 
occurred, which T have recorded in the Memorandum abore mentioned. 

’, The reason why the Commodore practically dropped the Sur incident altogethier 
and took his stand on the question of the release of the imprisoned protégés (a much 
more trivial matter on its merits) is not tar to seck, ‘The imprisonment of the 

juarantine-breakers is a matter which, as it should apparent to all, Added to 






































‘at, as previously reported, there are a number of Suris in Muscat, relations and friends 
{i617} 4N 
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of the flag-holders, who have been for some time clamouring at the French Consulate 
for the release of their comrades, and have been put off with assurances that the arrival 
of the “Inferet” would effect that end immediately, ‘The continuance of the protéxes 
in confinement after the “Infernet's” arrival consequently places the French in an 
awkward position, and they are anxious to save their face, 

4. While T seas listening to Saiyid Muhammad's account of the interview, his clerk 
returned with the Arabic translation of the Commodore's letter. Neither it nor the 

nal French version, in the Commodore's handwriting, was signed by any one, and 
the clerk said that he had pointed this out to the French Consul, and had asked him to 
sign the letter, but that he had refused, saying, however, that, pethaps, the Commodore 
would sign it if it were taken to him. - 

J advised Saiyid Muhammad that he should refuse to aecept it or to send it to his 
brother until it was duly signed, os it might afterwards be repudiated; and he 
accordingly sent his man off to’ the Commodore with the Arabic translation for 
signature.” Meanwhile, f took a hurried copy of the French original, which I now 
mielose (Inelosure No. 2). 

‘This happened about 12 noon, During the afternoon the incidents of the mor 
and the threats of the Commodore were published abroad, and caused a good deal of 
excitement and unrest ; and in view of this fact, and also because Commodore Forestier’s 
conduct, after what ho had said to me the previous day; seemed extremely unscrupulous 
and disingenuous, addressed a communication to the French Consul in the evening, 
intimating that T was prepared to support the Sultan's authority in the matter of the 
quarantine-breakers, seeing that the flag question was under discussion in London. 

‘The Commodore's letter, duly signed, was sent out tothe Sultan in the evening, but 
apparently found him only a few miles away, and his Highness reached Museat the same 
ight. In the morning he informed me that he had thought it best to come in and wet 
the mutter over, but that he had not the Teast intention of giving in; and that, if the 
British Government were prepared to be firm in his support, he was equally prepared to 
see the matter through, in orrer that the issue might be settled once for all. I repeated 
to him the assuranco which the Secretary of State authorized me to give liu, and 
innpressed upon hint particularly that justification for his action, lie should 
he eurefil to make his chief argument the fhet of the flag question being undce negotia- 
tion in Burope, I subsequently put the same in writing to him. 

At 9 o'cloek Aum, the Fi upon hit merely to arrange an hour 
for the Commodor ‘This was duly fixed, and at 4 
















































































ismnissed from the 
the Sultan and his brother 
Commodore was accompanied by a dozen or 80 










‘are recorded in detail in Inelosure 
5. It will be sven that on this oceasion again the 
out of the discussion, no doubt in the hope of gett 
in the matter of the jrisoners, In this latter conn 
(tio the alternative of handing the prisoners over 
was brought forward ; in feet, only at the 
reason being no doubt that sich « course, 
the Suris, As a matter of fact, the 
tem, 

Now that they haye failed so far to make any headway with the Sultan with regard 
to the imprisoned protéats, it seems very probable that the French will revert to the tag 
incident. at Sur and endeavour to come to issue with the Sultan over t 

6, Since writing the abovo I Tearn that tere is another very good and. sufficient 
reason why the French are not now pressing the watter of the attack on the dhow at 
Sur, It will be remembered that, in the eivil suit of Goguyer versus Abdulla-bineAli 
(wide this office letter of the 22nd November, 1902), Goguyer was ordered by the Consul 
to refiind 7,000 dollars to the defendant, He appealed to the High Court at Réunion, 





Sut incident was practically left 
z SOME COnCeS: from the Sultan 

it is interesting to. note how 
the French Consul for eustody 
very endl of the interview, as a last resort ; the 
» if carried out honestly, would not fully appease 
rench Consul has no place where he could confine 
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which some time ago rejected the appeal, and 7000 dollars is consequently now due to 
Abiulla-bin-Ali; but the Consul has informed the latter that he will not take any action 
towanis obtaining the refund from Goguyer until the indemnity of 1,500 dollars claimed 
in the dhow question is pai cn 

‘The Sultan has received this information through Abdulla-bin-Ali, bat. has not, 
moved in the matter yet, and it would be useless his doing so at the present juncture, Tt 
will be plain from te above, however, that, subject to any assistance we can give, the 
French have the remedy for the Sur ineident in their own hands. 


























Inclosure 4 in No. 392. 








Memorandum of what passed at the Interview on board the “ Infernet” between Saiyid 
Muhammad-bin-Turki, brother of the Sultan, and Commander Forestier, dated the 
18th May, 1903, 










ON going on board Saiyid Muhammad was not shown over the ship, as is usually 
done on stich occasions, but was taken straight to the Captain’s cabin,  Saiyid 
‘Muhammad retained four companions with him, the others were left outside, 

Commodore Forestier at once proceeded to. business, saying that lie had been 
deputed by his Government to obtain settlement of three matters :— 

(a.) The violation of the French flax by Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Salin at Sur; 

(J) The misappropriation by Abdullah-bin-Salim of part of the dhow's cargos 

(c.) ‘The imprisonment of the three French protégés in Museat, 

He continued that the first two incidents the French Government were prepared to 
overlook, but with regard to the third he had received imperative orders from his 
Governinent to exact complete and prompt satisfaction, Ho went on to demand the 
immediate release of the prisoners, saying that he would give Muhammad-bin-Turki 
two houts in which to comply. Saiyid Muhammad replied that thiswas quite impossible, 
and that inany case he himself had no power to take any action in the matter in the 
absence of the Sultar 

‘The Commodore and M, Dorville then began to coax Sai 
that he was in a position to release the protégés if he chose, and that it was most 
important to the French Government that they should be released, and that, it he could 
by any means arrange it, he would receive au oxpression of the cordial thanks of the 
French Government, 

Saiyid Muhammad roplied that he would not dre 
Sultan's absance anid without his orders, 

Tn that cas Commodore, it was imperatively necessary that the Sultan 
should be bre » and he would give Lis Highness forty-eight hours’ law, 
Saiyid Muha mawered that, if the Sultan was not busy, he might come in, but that it 
was very possible that he might he detained by other business, ‘The Commodore then 
proceviled to accuse the absent Sultan of having’fled to escape the # Infernet,” 

jd Muhammad replied that he had absolutely no grounds for suggesting such a 
iy s brother always went away at this time of the year. He added— 
Tit had he to fear from the ‘Internet’? “If any one is at fault in the matter, it is 
entirely your own Consol, who gave the Sultan no intimation whatever that you or the 
*Tnernet? were coming. If he had done so, as it was his business to do, the Sultan 
would not have gone away.” ‘The Commodore then rejoined that, anyhow, i had been 
telegraphed to Paris (by Goguyer, 10 doubt) that, on receiving news of the coming of 
the *Tnfemnet,” the Sultan had fled to tie interior, Saiyid Muhammad said it was 
a libel. 

‘The Commodore and Consul then had recourse to intimidation, ‘The former drew 
his sword from its seabbard, and laid it on the table, and said, “Now you have got to 
choose one of two es. You will either release those three French protéges, iu 
which case the ancieut friendship between Muscat and France will endure and inerease 5 
or else you will persist in your refusal to release them, iu which ease the result will be 
this, thesword. What do you think you will gain hy this, and what do you sppose the 
British Government will do in the matter? Remember the fate of Zanzibar, which is 
now under the thumb of the British. ‘That will be the fate of Muscat to Took too, at 
this Order on my breast, I got this tor services in reference to Aujouan. Your own 
Kinsman, Hamud-bin-Hamed, showed himselt hostile to the French, and the result was 
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that I was sent to punish him, and T captured his country and added it to the French 
dominions. You had better take warning.” 

‘Similar arguments and threats were repeated for some time, ‘Then Saiyid Muhammad 
‘asked the Commodore to put in writing to the Sultan the words and threats just used 
to him, The Commodore replied at first that he would not, but on being pressed he said 
he would write something, and thereupon sat down and wrote a letter in pencil which 
was read out to those present, On hearing it, Saiyid Muhammad said: That is not 
all what you have said to me: write to him in just the same terms in which you have 
spoken to me.” = 

The Commodore replied that he was not going to write any more, but that the rest 











Jntter #0 wished, He then handed Saiyid Muhammad the letter written in French, and, 





use his sending the letter to his brother in its present form, as his Highness had no one 
who understood French, and asked for a translation of it. He was told to send a clerk t 
M, Doryille as soon as he got on shore to take down a translation of it, M. Dorville 
having no one at present who could write the translation, 

Thus the interview terminated, and Saiyid Muhammad took his departure, 








Inclosure 5 in No. 392. 


Letter in the handwriting of Commodore Forestier, an Arabic Translation of which was 
dispatched under his Signature to His Highness in the Interior. dated the 12th May, 
100: 








PAT Vhonnenr de présenter mes salutations i six Hautesse le Sultan Sai 
Souverain de Museate, et de informer que je suis envoyé par le C nement de la Répu= 
Dlique Frangaise pour entretenir avec lui les rapports de bonne am toujours existes 
entre nos deux nations. Je erois devoir lui dire, au nom de ment, quill 
Seruit nécessuire que si HTautesse daigne me donner immédiatement une audience dans sa 
Palais de Museate,  J’ai Phonnewr en conséquence de lui demander de vouloir bien quitter 
sn résidence de Modda El Haday (sic), car je suis chargé de traiter avec elle a 
importante qui ne souffre pas de retard. : 

‘Je. demande, an nom da Gouvernement de la République Frangaise, la mise en 
Liberté des trois prisonniers, protég¢s Frangais (mettre leurs noms) que doivent 

is entre les mains de M. le Consul de France devant moi et tous les offciers de 




































Je me permets de dire & sa Hautesse que mon Gouvernement tient absolument & 
avoir satisfaction sur ce point et qu'ainsi 1a vieille amitié qui nous unit ne sera pas 
troublée, tials, au conteaite, augmentée, jfespere, pour nombreuses années. 





Inclosure 6 in No, 302. 


Memoranduin of ihiat passed at Interview on board the ** Infernet” between the Sultan of 
‘Muscat and the Brench Commodore Forestier, dated the 15th May, 1903. 


(Noi 





cd down ftom the statement of one of the Sultan’s suite, who was present during the 
Tnterviow and was sent over to me immediately afterwards with written notes of what 
ad passed, and also from the aezount related to me later by the son of the 
Tate Vizier, who was also one of the Sultan's companions and was present 
throughout.) 





(A) Ason the occasion of Saipid Mubammad-binTurki's visit to him, Commodore 
Forestier opened the conversation by saying that he had been sent to Muscat by his 
Government to obtain satisfaction about three matters -— 

1, Violation of French tlag flown on dhow at Sur 

2, Detention of said dhow and robliery from her earzo 5 

3. Iinprisonment of French protégés in Muscat, 
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With regard to the first two matters, it was possible the French Goverment would 
overlook them, or at all events postpone the discussion of them for the present. 

With regard to the third incident, the French Government would brook no delay, and 
he had absolute orders to settle the matter satisfactorily. 

‘The following conversation then took place :— 

Commodore.—Has your Highness any desire to keep up the 
ys existed between the French Government and your ancestors ? 
‘Sullane—For a reply to that question you have only to refer to your Consul, to whom 
I have very recently written a very clear expression of my feelings on the point (ie 
Sultan’s letter of 12th April). 

‘Commodore.—Then why have you oppressed French subjects 2 

Sulfan-—I have yever oppressed French subjects. I do wot admit that the persons to 
whom I know you refer are French subjects. 

Commodore,—Hory ean you eay that when you know that from time immemorial they 
have frequented our Colonies and have French papers and, flags, and are recognized 
wherever they go as French subjects ? And why did you bolt from Museat as soon 8s you 
heard the * Infernet ” was coming ? 

Sultan,—You forget that the Freuch Government, though T have often asked them, 
have never given me any information as to whom they claim to protect and whom they do 
not. How am I to know Besides, that matter is, as you must well know, under disc 
sion between the English and French Governments in Europe, and it is notorious t 
they have had long correspondence about it, which is still. going on, and the British 
Consul, too, has becn corresponding with your Consul about it, Until those negotiations 
are finished, I claim that there is no one among my Omanis who is not my subject, As 

for fear of the * Infernet,” the suggestion is absolutely baseless, Why should 
# You never warned me that she was coming, and Lalways go to the interior 
ie of the year, 

(B:) ‘The Commodore then took out the ‘Treaty book and read out the Declaration of 
1862, and also the French Commercial ‘Treaty, aiid discussed them, and seid the Sultan 
‘was bound to accord proper treatment to French subjects, His Highness replied that he 
could not talk from that standpoint, as the persons unider reference were his own suljeots, 
in his opinio 

Connodore Forestier then said he now begged his Highness, on behalf of the French 
Government, to forgive and release the prisoners as an act of clemency, and added that he 
asked him this, in the first instance, as a favour, and not thrvateningly, ‘The Sultan 
replied that it was not possible ; that the case was not one into which favour or sentiment 
could properly enter; that the prisoners in question were offenders who had flagrantly 
snapped their fingers at all the Quarantine Regulations which had been framed for the 
safety of the community at large, with the concurrence and in consultation with all 
Consuls in Muscat, and liad thereby committed a very serious offence, tiot only subversive 
of his own lawful authority, but prejudicial to. the interests of all civilized peoples, 
find that it was absolutely: necessary, on public grounds, that they should be adequately: 
punished. 

‘Vhe Commodore hereupon produced a telegram which, he said, he had just re 
from his Government, in whiel: he was directed t0 telegraph the result of tations, 
iie., 08 to whether the Sultan agreed to release the protégés or not, and informed the 
Sultan that he required « categorical answer. His Highness replied that he had already 
given his final answer, and had none other to give. Commodore Forestier sail he would 
allow him till 2 o'clock to reconsider the matter, ‘The Sultan replied that lhe did not 
require any time for reconsideration, 

(C) The Commodore theo adverted to the details of the arrest of the men, Why 
had the Sultan allowed « British man-of-war to arrest them?" ‘The Sultan repli 
“Why should F not? ‘This was a very small matter, 1 have no steamslaunch of my 
own, and therefore asked the * Perseus kindly to place hers at my disposal, What was 
there in that ? Suppose for a minute it had been your ship here instead of the ¢ Perseus," 
‘and I had asked you fur your steamlaunch, would you not have aecommodated me in such 
‘manner ?" 
smmodore.—No, T should not. 

‘Sultan.—You know best, but | think you would, 

Commertore.—It is your Highness? business to keep a stea 
quarantine work such as 

Sullan.—That may possibly be the case, but, if se, why did your Consul not point 
that out to me before when quarantine was first started, or any time in the last three 
years ? 

[1617] 40 
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(D.) Commodore—Then, again, why were the men imprisoned on board a British 
man-of-war, the * Perseus” ? 

Sultan.—Have you any good grounds for saying that, because, as far as T know, the 
prisoners were brought straight from the launch to the British Consulate ? 

Commodore—Then why were they imprisoned at the British Consulate ? 

Sultan. —They were brought back to Muscat in the middle of the night and were 
takea straight to the Health Officer, who lives at the British Consulate. Tlien they had 
to avait my orders, and during the night I do not allow people into my Palace, and so 
they were detained at my request at the British Consulate till the next day. 

Conimodore.—Then, again, why were they afterwards sentenced to imprisonment, and 
not to a fine ? (At this stage the Commodore sent for his ship's doctor, who read out some 
section of the French Law code which purported to say that persons breaking Quarantine 
Rules must be fined, and that imprisonment is not obligatory.) 
Sultan.——Laws and punishments differ in different places. Tn this case 1 considered 
that imprisonment was necessary, and my Health Officer, who conducts all my quarantine 
arrangements, was of the same opinion, and wanted them properly punished. 

Commodore —I am credibly infornied that people are habitually absconding from 
quarantine, and that no one minds, and that the quarantine arrangements are not run by 
rule at all. ‘Take the *Pomone,” for instance, which has just come from Bombay; I do 
not believe the doctor has been near her. 

Sultan—It is absolutely untrue what you allege about people absconding from 
quarantine; and as to the *Pomone,” I have no doubt the doctor has made proper 
arrangements about her, Captain Lethbridge is not the first person to superintend 
quarantine arrangements bere. had two medical men of my own in charge, For 
the last three years T have had British medical officers, of whom the present one is the 
third, and 1 an confident that the work is done very carefully.’ ‘The ar ements were 
devised i communi n with all the Consuls at Museat, and they have made no com- 
plaints to me on the subject. 

Conimodore.—Vhe fact is that these people were not fairly imprisoned at all; you are 
in the hinds of the British Government and “managed” by them, and it is they who 
liave got this done arbitrarily, 

Sullan.—That is not true at all, Lam not “managed” by the Briti 
in any way. 1 manage” myself; but if E want any assistan 
ment and ask for it in any matter, they give it me, “The present case was simply a matter 
of quarantine. My doctor wanted the people punished, and I agreed that it was 
Neee You can see my doctor, if you like, on the subject. 

Commodore.—L have nothing to do with your doctor, If you are the Sultan of this 
place in fact as well as in name, we ask you a your to release these prisoners. 

Sullan.—t regret | cannot do so. 

Commodore. —Ut you do uot comply voluntarily you will be Jorced to comply. 1 shall 
iuform yy Goyernment and you will have to take the consequences, If the Government 
of Francs once cinburk upon’ a thing, nothing ever stops them from going through with 
it, und those ten will be forcibly released even if there are filly British ships hei But 
it will be a great pity if there is death and bloodshed at Muscat, and aa liad better 
reconsider in tin 

‘Sullan—U you are ordered to proceed to violence, you will, uo doubt, do so. must 
take my chince of that, What else ean Ido? 

Commodore—And your Highness surely does not suppose that the British Govern- 
went will fight with the French Government over a little matter like this at the bidding of 
Major Cox. 

Sullan— do sce what Major Cox lias to say to it, or why he should be introduced 
into the :natter ? 

Commodore.—Major Cox is an enemy of my Government. 

The Cousul then joined in, and the two j intly asked His Highness whether, if he 
would not release the prisoners, he could not see his way to hand, them, over to the 
French Consul for ant nein under his charge. ‘The Sultan replied that he could not 
do so, M. Dorville continued that in that case at 2 o'clock they must wire to their 
Government to tell them of the Sul refusal, and that the result would be that in 
two or thice days he would veccive orders to haul down his Consular flag and leave Muscat. 

The Sultah made no special reply, and soon afterwards, seeing that there was nothing 
further to be got out of him, they let him take his departare, 
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No. 392 





Indi Office to Foreign Office (Received ine 28.) 
‘HEE Under 







ny of State for India presents 
cry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by directio 
forwards herewith, for the inl nition of the Secre 
thom, the Vieoroy, dated the 20th June, relative to th 
Khorasan 


uli Offer, 


compliments to the Under- 
of Lort George Hamilton, 
y of State, copy of a telegram 
Russian quarantine cordon in 














Hine 22, 1903, 





Inclosure in No. 





Government of India to Lord Gs Hamilton 

(Wotegraphie.) Pe June 20, 1903. 
T HEARTY agnee in the proposal of the Seerctary of State for Foreign Affairs 

anding the Russian quarantine cordon comin fo me in your telegram of the 

17th Hine. 











[i617] ae 


827 
Tnclosure 7 in No. 392, 


Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Muscat, May 19, 1903. 

L HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt this day of Foreign Department 
telegram, dated the 1Sth instant, repeating the Secretary of State's telegram of the 15th 
May, on the subject of the French flag, 

1. Ishall be careful to be guided by the instructions contained therein, and, with 
reference to the concluding portion of the telegram, I beg to assure Government that T 
have in the past consistently abstained from posing as the representative of the Sultan, 
‘and shall continue to do so. 
in view of the fact that the French flag question 

our Government in 















admittedly under 
urope, and that Commodore Forestier, of the 
jerview with transferring the 
to Muscat, that in my telegram of the 12th May, aft ating: any local 
discussion, I suggested! that, in the event of such a course being considered expedient, it 
could, perhaps, be stipulated that the British Representative should be present at discos 
sions between the Commodore and the Sultan’ in regard to the flay question, not as a 
spokesman for the Sultan, but in ordee to wateh proceedings on bell of His’ Majesty's 
fovernment, in view ofits rights under the Declaration of 1862. 

















No, 393, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received June 23.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Tadia presonts his compliments to the Unde 
Sccrotmry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Mamilto 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Se ry of State, copy of u tologram 
from the Resident, Aden, duted the 21st June, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


Tndia Office, June 22, 1908, 














Tnelosure in No. 393. 


Resident, Aiden, to Govornment of India, 





(Tolegraphic,) P. 
T HAVE reeoi 
sof th 


Adlon, Jane 21, 1908, 
our telegram of the 1Sth instant, fransmitti 
Vith. T fear ther: are net sufficient data for are 
Hanshabi and Suiaibi horden: Wahab's survey of 1802 shows approximately the 
ts of Hanshabi territory, but at that time the Subsihi had taken up so lostile 
ifude that he was able to indicate only a small portion of der boundary, and 
i, T think, be safe to rely even on that, Me was unable, apparen 
proach the rest, His explanation was telegraphed to yo 
t seems that the officer sent to survey the Shaibr 
yon the 1th instant, having heel 
from proceeding. 
[Repeated to Secretary of State, Bombay, and Constantinople.) 






































No. 394, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 23.) 


PHE Under-Secretary of State for Tudin presents his compliments fo the Under- 
Secretary of State for gn Affairs, and, by divwction of Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the nation of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 20th Juno, relative to the establisiiment of a branch of 
the Imperial Bank of Persia in Seistan. 


India Office, June 22, 1903. 
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Tnclosure in No. 394. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


‘Telegraphic.) _P. June 20, 1903. 
Cre TET peteronce 0 your message of the 28th ultimo, Establishment of branch 
of Imperial Bank in Seisfan, 

Taos fant i: Clageastzen tel Gon ta Omi suitable for the bank 
isto be had. A sito of about 4,000 square yards has been chosen by him, but. speck 
instructions hiave recently heen telegraphed to the Karguzar that neither the Russian 
nor the British Consul i§ {o be permitted to got possession of land for building pur= 
poses without special leave from the Persian Government, Pending such instructions, 
the Kargu akon 0 res is, but he lias hinted that unless 
carly orders xe vestalled by others, ‘The agent of the Rus 

ly expected to a nil this is the best time of the year for build 
e steps are therefore : 
an he arranged, the Consul should be furni 
‘of the oners sent to the Kargwar. Consul has been 
intention to open a bank, 
he kept as secret as possibl i 

‘Temporary quarters for the bank, but not suitable accommoda 
European manages he provided in’ the British Serai un 
een built, 

[Ropeated to Tehran. 




































hed by telegraph with a eopy 
peaking openly about the 
put recommends that our intention to acquire a site should 
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No, 895, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Reeeived June 24.) 





ty Admiralty, June 22, 1908. 
T AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to. transmit to 
You lierwith, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne despatch, 


ated the did instant, from the Commanding Officer of His Maje Harrier,” 





















inclosing a report by ‘Lieutenant W.. Leveson-Gower on th 
at Mode 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


Tuclosure 1 in No. 395, 
Commander Tower to Admiral Sir C. Domeile, 


; “ Harrier,” at Malta, June 3, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a semiofficial Report 
revived by me from Dioutentnt Honourable W. 8, Leveson-Gower, giving an account 
of the trial of the prisoners and the private dhows captured by His Majesty's ship 
“ Hurrier’s” armed dhow No.l, on the 18th Jamumry last, on the Arabian coast of 
tho Red Sea: observing that an offleiat report of the proceedings will be made by 
His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Hodcidah in de course, 

2% L would britiz to your notice that the Turkish authoritie 
to hold a Prize Court on the dhow “Fedjab,” at the prelimin: 
present, As reported to you im my previous letters, Senior 
nothing was wanting to prove eo 






















ntually declined 
trial of which Tw: 
val Officer Red Sea, 
usively that the dhow “Hedjab” was actually 
captured by pirates whilst trading in, Turkish waters, in company with an Dalian 
dhow, which was also eaptured at the same time. Written evidence was given by the 
captured Ualian dhiow to His Majesty onsul at Hodeidah, after the Tatian 
dhow lid made Nev eseape and was proceeding to Massowal, 
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8. The dhow “Tedjab” was restored by me through the Turkish authorities at 
Kamaran to her rightful owner, a merchant Baksht, at the town of Loheiya. 
4. T entirely concur with the reasons submitted by Lieutenant Leveson-Gower for 
the refusal of the Turkish authorities to bold a Prize Court on the dhow in question, 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) CYRIL TOWER. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 395. 





tenant W, Leveson-Gower to Commander Tower. 
Sir, Hodeidah, May 14, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to report to you the proceedings of the ‘so-called trial of 
pirates, captured by me 18th January last, OL the sixty prisoners, fifty-cight were 
acquitted and dise the other two, who were nakliudas (pilots) were sentenced 
to three months’ date of detention; the term having expired 
last month they were also discharged. ‘Their sambouks aud property were ordered to 
be returned, 

It was diMeult to prove they were actual pirates, as the evidence was elrount 
stantial, but by the prisoners’ contradictory evidence on every point raised by the 
Prosecution it went very much against them, 

But on the complaint of their firing on my armed dhow the evidence was con. 
elusive of guilt. ‘The Court, for reasons unknown, would not accopt evidence of 
prosecution, though clearly given and unshaken by eross-oxamination. The prisoners’ 
statements, on the other hand, varied with each other to an extraordinary extent, and 
on cross-examination they contradicted themselves and each other, Statements by 

mers made to. mo at time of capture they now deny, and the President refused 
to take them as evidence against them, 

‘The Court was improperly composed, a point the Consul liad already pointed out 
to the Ambassador, ‘The President, a Turk, who is President of the Slave Court, has 
never hid a ease to try hefore, He knew no English and very little Arabic, 40. the 
proceedings were conducted in Turkish. ‘The Assessors were two Arabs who. andor- 
stood nothing but Arabic. So all the evidence of the prosecution, which was 
translated very inadequately straight from English and French into ‘Markish was 
entirely lost upon them. One Assessor was n- merchant brought to the Court against his 

wasn loafer, half blind and quite deaf, and without as much intelligence 
asa he Public Prosecutor, specially suboened for the ocension, was ai Atab 
who is an ex-slave-runner and still suspected. of being in tho t 
Arabs slept through the greater part of the trial, ‘The lawyer for 
local fortune-teller of Hodcidah. 

In the defence it was urged that I should be imprisoned or fined for sailing on 
the high seas without « f_ag flying, and that T should most. certainly he punished for 
Teavi hip at Aden and cruising about in the Red Sea ina sambouk; that T had 
also committed an international offence by invading the waters of the Sultan, ‘Uo all 
this the ‘Turks present nodded their approval. 

‘Throughout the procoedings, whenover I wished for‘ translation of some stato- 
ment, question, or answer, the Prosident would not allow it, On my. protesting, 
seconded by the Consul, he invariably replied that it was for his own private informa: 
tion only. 














































de. hese three 
defence is the 



















had in his pockot all day, and 
Vhegan ! ‘Tho reason for the 
s if T may be allowed to point it out—is that. the 
rays declared to his Government that there is no piraey in the Red 
Sea, wishes to show that these pirates are innocent. ‘The Consul also couisiders this the 
reason for the refusal of the Turkish authorities to hold a Prine Court on the dhow 
“Hedjab,” recaptured by me from pirates on the 18th January 
Thave omitted to state that the merchant Assessor, from hearing the eontradic- 
tory one of the prisoners only, declared that they should be punished with the 
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full power of the law. He was overruled by the President, and made to sign the 
Judgment under protest. 

Mo conchide, I must state that the py 
like a comedy than a Court of Law of a civi 





dings throughout were conducted more 
lized Government, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ’ W. 8. LEVESON-GOWER. 








No, 396. 


Initia Office to Foreign Office—(Receivet June 24.) 





‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter 
from the Resident, Aden, dated the 23rd May, and inclosures, relative to the Aden 
delimitation, 


India Office, June 2% 











, 1903, 





Tnelosure 1 in N 





196. 


Resident, Aden, to India Office 
(Confidentiat.) 

COLONEL WAIABYS Secret letter, dated Camp San: , 
with compliments, 10 the Secretary, Political and Secret Department, India Office, 
London, It covers the political diary’ of the Commission from the 2ist April to the 
20th May, 1903, inclusive, 








(Kor Political Resident, Aden), 
(Signed) H. M. ABUD, 
‘Lieutenant. Colonel, 





Nu 





Copies of the dia 
Department, and the ¢ 
Amibassador, Constantinople, 


forwarded to the Government of India, 
Bombay ; also, to His Britannic Majesty's 








Inolosure 





Diary. 


(April 21 to May 20, 1908, inclusive.) 


alpril 22. 
hoarer of a letter 
pril 2 





vid Kassim-bin-Alnwi, of Karn, visited the Commission; he is the 
Kadi Mtik-bin-Ahmad, of Behan-al-Kasab, to the Resident. 

urvey of the frontier zone stopped by ‘Turkish officers, who object. to 

jed on north of Selat Kataba, 

of the Dakkant, came in, accompanied by Sheikh. Said 









Tamail Uhuer, of the Shai, 

April 2 —Thinteenth, meeting of the Joint Commission took place in the British 
camp. 

Fimhe Turkish Commissioners refused to agree to a continuation of the survey of 
the frontier zone north of Selat Kataba, and to the inclusion of Dakkam territory 
north of Selat Kataba, and west of Wadi ‘Tiban, on the British side of the line. 

April 26,—Major Cranford, Special Service Oitieer, arrived, 

‘April 27.-—A column, consisting of 100 Royal Dublin Fusiliers, 100 23rd Bombay 
Ritles, and two guns No. Mountain Battery Royal Artillery, all ‘under Lieutenant- 


Colonel English, Royal Dublin Fusiliers, marched out from Dthala, and encamped west 
of Sanah. 


























A Sub-Survéyor, with an escort of 
the Dakkam country, : 
April 28.—It is reported that Sheikh-ad-Daghar, of Jabal esha, is besieging Seyid 





sixteen men, marched for Masharib to survey 
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Hamud, the deputy left in charge by Muhammad Nasir Mukbil, in the village of Al Beya 
‘on Jabal Hesha, 

April 26.—Mr. 
Commissioners, 

“April 30,—Sheikh-ad-Dazhar, of Al Hesha, has appealed to Sheikh Naji-ad-Dakkam 
to help him against the ‘Turkish officials, 

Camels bringing in grain for the supply of our camp detained by the ‘Turkish 
Customs officials. 

May 1.—Major Crawford, Major ‘Tod, and Lieutenant Tandy joined the survey party. 
in the Tiban Valley. 

‘May 2—The camels mentioned above were released by the Turkish Customs, but 
only on payment of dues in excess of the amount sanctioned by Treaty. Protested to 
the Turkish Commissioners, and requested them to fix a day for the removal of their 
ceustom-house beyond the radius of frontier delimitation, ‘They replied, as usual, that 
they must await orders from their superiors. 

May 3.—The Turkish Commissioners protested against the proceedings of our 
survey party. 

‘May 4.—Mr. Fitzmaurice visited the survey party in the Tiban Valley. 

‘May 5 to 10—Nothing of importance, 

Moy 11,—Party rejoined from the ‘Tiban Valley, having visited the borders. of 
Al Hesha, Amara, and Humar, as far as they march ‘with those of the Dakkam and 
Ahmadi, 

Three men, subjects of the Amir, were brought in severely wounded, having been 
ambushed by Turkish customs levies, as they were said to be smuggling tobacco 
through the Yubi conntry. One man was killed, also five camels, and nine or ten 
camels captured. 

May 13.—A sewicformal meeting of the British and ‘Turkish Commissioners took: 
place at Kataba, again urged upon the ‘Turkish Commissioners: the desirability of 
removing their eustom-house beyond the sphere of delimitation, ‘Phey again, replied 
that they were powerless to ion without orders from Constantinople, which they 
hoped to receive shortly. ‘They informed me that a telegraph line ix about to be 
constructed from Taiz to Sanab, vit Ibb, 

I showed the Turkish Commissioners the document referring to the Haiki and Yubi, 
which was mentioned in Liontenant-Colonel Abud’s Memorandum. of the 2nd February, 
1902, and told them that the incidents which hat forced the villagers of these districts 
to take refuge with the Anit, and claim his protection,yhad compelled me, now that we 
had the opportunity, denied’ us last year, of visiting these parts to inquire into the 
matters; and that in view of the knowledge thus obtained, and our instructions to 
delimit in accordance with the configuration of the ground, I felt. compelled to lay the 
matter before His Majesty's Government, and, aceorlingly, notified them, as they might 

larly wish to write to their Goverament on the subje 
May 1G.—'The ‘Turks have now built a stone custo 
tents have been pitched hitherto; this, it appears, is thei response to our protests, 

Colonel Seallen and Captain Warneford visited the Commission, 

—he Amir left to accompany Captain Warneford to the Kotaibi, 
Turks came with some vegetables, &e,, for site, and offered to supply us 
regularly, ‘They stid hat they were traders from Thb, but adwitted haying been solliers 
and custom-house of 





maurice and Major Tod paid an informal visit to the Turkish 











































































© at the place where only 











said to be in Hesha. 

Sheikh Ali Molisin Askar, of the Mansatta, visited the Commission before leaving 
for Aden. He brought favourable replies from the Healmen of Nava, and trom two 
Shaibi Sheikhs, to letters le had written advising: them to come 

‘here has been goo rain daily sinee the 17th instant, anc 
are in progress. 














ploughing and sowing 





{Seoret.) Canp Samah (wear Matava), May 21, 1908. 
‘Copy forwarded to Resident at Aden. i 
(Signed) RA. WATTAB, 
Colonel, 
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No. 397. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 24.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unde 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 23rd instant, relative to the establishment of branches of 
Russian and English banks in Seistan. 


India Office, June 24, 1903. 











TInclosure in No. 397. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hanilton. 
(Telegr ) P June 23, 190% 
IN continuation of my telegram of the 20th instant, we hear, by telegraph, from 
the Consul in date 15th June, of the arrival, under the superintendence 
of the Gomashta of the Russian bs ank, of a large Russian caravan, bringing notes and 
coin, ‘The Consul anticipates the immediate commencement of loans and other 
banking business that we shall be completely forestalled unless the 
English bank sends a representative to commence operations in Seistan at an early 





































India Office to Foreiyn Office.—(Received June 24.) 


THE Under-See 





ry of State for India presents. his compliments to the Under~ 
Secretary te for Porei nd, by dixection of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the formation of the Secretary of State, copy of two 
rams from the Viceroy, dated the 28rd June, relative to the Seistan 
Arbitration. 


India Office, June 24, 1903. 












Tnelosure 1 in No. 395. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 





(teleraphie) Pe June 23, 1903. 
AMON telegraphs from Kuhak on the 15th instant to the effect that 

Afghan and Dea ea Ota ree cous ata calla regarding the crops on 
disputed territory near Si out three days previously. ‘@hree Afghans were 
reported by the jouer to bo wounded, and one horse killed, ‘The 
ghan Comm the attack was not provoked by the Afghans, who, 

ion. MacMahon had not heard the 

unt of the incident, but, as further disturbances would otherwise 
veensted, he had laid down a line in this disputed tract, and warned 
in Commissioners that, pending further orders, no interference 

cr by their respective nationals inust be permitted beyond their 
Hino, This line is identical with that which MacMahon, in considering 












joner stated th 


















No, 998°. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received June 24.) 


‘IE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 23rd June, relative to Aga Sharabiani. 


Inilia. Office, Tune 24, 1903. 


Tnolosure in No, 398%. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Toegeaphi) Ps June 28, 1908, 
IN consequence of your message of the 17th June, I have telegraphed to the 
Residont at Bagdad to tho effect that the Government of India understand that 
Sharabiani, montioned in Hardinge’s telegram, is identical with the Mujtahid of Nejef 
woferred to in the Resident's letter of the 20th September, 1902. T have also asked 
whether the Resident. considers that: responsibility for the Tabreez riots rests upon 
Sharabiani; whether this person is now a beneficiary under the Oudh bequest; and 
whether hie would he likely to act upon the Resident's advice. 





[1617] 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 398. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic. P. Tune 28, 1908. 
(Repeated to Tehran, with reference to Sir A. Hardinge’s No. 80, dated the 
18th June.) 


IN continuation of my previous telegram of this day's date. 

MacMahon further telegraphs on the 15th instant, with reference to a telegram 
from me of the 8th instant, which he had just received, that, without first deciding 
on the boundary line, a decision on the water dispute is impossible. His orders of 
the previons day to the Commissioners, which he had reported in his tolegram of even 
date, No. 361, made a definite settlement and delimitation of the boundary necessary, 
No is sending in a complete Report upon the boundary in that, vieinity, which will 
allow of the question being definitely discussed and arranged at Tehran, and thus put 
an end to the existing uneasiness regarding. his arbitration, which has been kept alive 
by the Russians and their Persian agents, and which is wholly baseless, 





No, 399, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson. 
(No. 313.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 24, 1908. 

I TOLD the French Ambassador to-day that I thought we should, without 
further loss of time, address ourselves to the task of preparing a“ compromis” forthe 
purpose of giving effect ¢o our agreement that the Muscat case should he referred to 
the ‘Tribunal at the Hag 

His Excellency having expressed his agreement with me, we decided that we 
should each of us prepare the draft of a reference, and then compare and discuss the 
two drafts unofficially before going further, 

T have, & 


(Signed) LANSDOWN! 


Ne. 400, 
Consul Stevens to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recetved June 27.) 


(No. 15, 
My Lord, Batoun, June 17, 1908. 

THAYE the honour to report to your Loniship that the loeal newspaper of 
to-day's date states tliat the Ministry of Finance is adopting measures for the purpose 
of eneowraging the exchange of merchandise by the sea route between Russin and 
Ye 

With this object in view, the Department above mentioned has recently 
itself to the more important manufacturers of this country suggesting that they should 
open up trade relations with Persia. In reply to the invitation of the Mi 

é, several wholesale firms have expressed their willingness to exp 
ies of selling their manufactures in the Persian markets, and have sent their 
the Persian Gulf to sell their woods in 
paper Further states it is much to he deplored that amongst the persons who 
have Leen selected to proceed to the Gulf, there are men who are utterly ignorant of 
trade with the East and the requirements of its markets, 

In order to more successfully bring about a good understanding hotween Russian 
exporters and Persian Gulf merchants, and with « view to rendering the latter fami 
with the diverse articles of Russian manufacture, the Russian Steam Navigation and 
‘rading Company has decided Bushire and Bussorabh,, permanent 
exhibitions of Russian industries, to be styled “Russian Museums,” where complete 
collections of products aud articles of export, manufactured by different. firms in 
Russia, will be exposed, together with the f.0.b. prices labelled on them, 

[usi7] 4Q 








M. Gorsky, agent of the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company at 
Bushire, and M. Pavloff, holding the same appointment at Bus , have been 
instructed to organize museums of this kind in those towns. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) P. STEVENS. 





No. 401. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received June 29.) 


(No, 98. Commercial.) 


My Lord, St. Petersburgh, June 23, 1908. 

WITH reference to the despatch from Mx. Smith, His Majesty’s Consul-Gen 

of the 30th March, I have the honour to transmit: 

Order authorizing the payment of an annual 

jon for twelve ‘s )0,000 roubles (21,000/.) to the Russian Steam 

gation and ‘Trading C ny, and the reimbursement of the dues paid for 

passage through the Sv -onsideration of the maintenance of a regular 
steam-ship service between Odessa and the Persian Gulf ports and Bussorah. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8. SCOTT. 


——— 


Tuclosure in No. 401, 
Extract from the “ Official Messenger” of June 10 (28), 1903, 


(ranslation,) 

IMPERIAL Order for the estalishment of a regular steam-ship service botwe 
Odessa and the ports of the Persian Gulf and Bussorah. 

The Couned of the Empire has proposed : 

1. To permit the General Administration of Mercantile Na tion and Ports to 
enter into a contract with the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company to kee) 
up at regular s ship service between Odessa and the ports of the Persian Gulf and 
Bussorah, 

2, To grant from the Imper 

ereant gation and Port 

for payment to the Russ 
niburse t 
amount of the due y ny onthe steam-ships maintaining the regular 
efor both journeys thro oz Canal and back for the duration of the 


| approved and sanctioned by His Imperial Majesty the 2nd (15th) 
April, 1903. 





No, 102. 


Memorandum communicated by Musurus Pasha, Jwie 29, 1903. 

B 
‘ ) srusuRts PACILA présente ses compliments au Marquis de Lansdowne et, se 
référant & la lettre de M. Villiers du 4 de ce mois relative & actes criminels commis. 
par Almed Salih-ul-Latifi et ses acolytes de la tribu de Seabihi (neuf Cantons), il a 
Phonneur de porter & Ia connaissance de sa neurie que, apres un récent 
télégramme du Gouverneur-Général intérimaire du Yémen, les individus en question 
ont encore enlevé uit chameaux appartenant an nommé Nassiri Anbéri de la tribu de 
Hakem, et que celui-ci n'a obtenn Ia restitution des dits animaux que moyennant 110 
réaux, 

‘Comme de pareils actes, qui se renouyellent au grand préjudiee de Ia_tribu 
précitée, peuvent entrainer des actes de représailles et donner ainsi lien A des incidents 
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Hicheux, Musurns Pacha prie le Marquis de Lansdowne de youloir bien faire trans- 
mettre i qui de droit les ondres nécossaires pour la punition exemplaire des coupables 
et la restitution des animaux préeédemment enlevés, 








Ambassade Impériale de Turquie, 
Londres, le 24 Juin, 1903. 





No. 403. 


India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received June 29.) 


‘THE Under 
Sceretary of 
forwands herewith, for the information of the Secretar 
from the y, dated the 27th instant, rewarding Aga Sharabiani, 


India Office, June 2, 1908, 














No, 403", 


(Receivedt June 30.) 
ure in No. 403. 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 
Tnel 






































(No, 88. 
{ti aha) ae Tehran, June 30, 1903, 

PERSIAN Loan. <s 

peer ikinn had a conversation yesterday with the Grand Visier. He told 
Him that the completion of the advance of the 4th April must be secured on the 
Southern customs alone. - 

‘Mhe Grand Vizior said he would come in « few days to see me about it. 

Tshould like to submit to him a draft of an Article if your Lordship would be so 
‘ood as to toleraph it to me. z ‘ 
Bot as te or that ve may come to terms, T would suggest our being content, for this 
100,002, with the words “Fars and Persian Gulf.” ? i 

‘Aldiough lust year's debts are paid of by late advances, there will probably still 
hea deficit at nt least 800,000/, at the close of this year, and M. Naus informs me in 
pet donee that they will have to borrow again before that time, M. Naus regards 
he aituation as desperate, They dare not permit the reform of Maliat in the faco of 
{le present elexical movement, dnd it is hopeless to get the Shah to economise, 
T tlhink the Russian idea is to lend the Persian Government considerable sums of 
wey, liel shall be spont on creating brigades of Cossacks in all the principal 


witiv 


Goverament of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(elegeaphic.) P. June 27, 1903. 
continuation of my telegram of the 28nd instant, following has been’ received 
from Resident at Bagdad 
“Your presumption is correc 











Aa Shavabiant may, in my opinion, be partly 
le for the riots at ‘Pabre has declined politely any part of the Oudh 
quest. He is very difficult to app) ut L propose shortly to try in the direction 
suggested by Sir A: Handinge. It is worth trying, but it is a delicate and dificult 
matter.” 


















ion will succeed, but T see 





am not confident that Resident's proposed communi 
no objection to it. 








No, 404, 





‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor, 





(No. 165.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 30, 190% 
THE Turkish Ambussudor handed to me to-day a note, of which eopy is inclosed,* 
c nga complaint of « further mid mule Sy certain of the Subaihi tribo on 
members of the Hakiin tribe, 
T told his Excellency that inquivies wore being made as to th 
Dut that it was no doubt extromely difficult to provent these lawless tribesmen from 
r nothier’s flocks and disappearing with them into the inaccessible country 
in which they resided. Tt was easier to ask for punishment and restitution than to 
obtain either, 








Tiy this meons the national parties aud the elorgy’s opposition will be crushed, 


ans ean then reorganize tho Maliat ‘. : 
aa ese Fiader may bo tempted (0 risk this plan, despite the fact that it 


is vith grave danger to the Persian Government, ars 
ie Tt i eted, elements are said {0 be secretly favoured by Vali Abd, who 
Holieves that he himself will have nothing to succeed to if the Shab is allowed to 


complete the ruin of Reesia. 
De ee SSS aaa 


















ed incident, 











Tam, &e, 
neil) LANSDOWNE. 











105, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 






Sir, Foreign Office, June 30, 1903. 
T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of your 
otter of the 10th instant, and to inform you that His Majesty's Minister in "Mehran 
will be requested to furnish his observations on the proposals made by the Government 
‘of India as to an increase of Consular guards in Persia, and the raising of a foree of 
Bakhtiaris and Arabs under British officers. 











* Nu 402, 





(i017) 








‘As regards the latter proposal, Lord Lansdowne concurs in the view expressed by 
the Seerefary of State for India, and considers that, such a step would probably be 
jnexpedient at the present moment, His Lordship is, however, of opinion that the 
Pakhtiaris and Lurs might be encouraged, possibly by means of a small subsidy, to 
raise a military police of their own for the protection of the roads developed by British 
enterprise and capital in the Karun region, and that this foree might be mspected and 
reported upon from time to time by the Indian Military Viee-Consuls at Ahwaz and 
Kermanshah. 

Tord Lansdowne considers that an arrangement of this nature might be feasible, 
and would certainly be advantageous, and he would prefer it to that recommended by 
the Government of India. 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 





No. 406. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, June 30, 1903. 
I AM directed hy the Marquess of Lansdowne to state, for the information of the 
Secretary of State for India, that he has had under his consideration the despatch from 
the Resident at Aden of the 30th May and the Report from the itish Commissioner 
on the Aden frontier of the 25th May, recently communicated by your Department 
with regard to the demarcation of the Amiri border. 

T am to inclose herewith a copy of a despatch from fH 
Constantinople containing his observations on the proposals sed in those papers.* 

‘Lord Lansdowne entirely concurs with Sir N. O’Conor as to the manner in which 
this question should now he dealt with, and he is of opinion that the views expressed 
by his Excellency should be allowed to prevail. 

His Lordship is not prepared to support the claim recommended by Colonel Wahab 
that. Kataba should be included in the territory of the Amir of Dthali, and he considers: 
that a demand of this nature would lay [is Majesty’s Government open to an impu- 
tation of bad faith. 

Tle believes that the attempt to discover, in a case of this kind, « scientific frontier 
corresponding precisely with geographical or ethnographical features, would lead, to 
friction and misunderstanding out of all proportion to the advantages which such 
frontier, under the actual local conditions, could he expected to affor 

Lf Sir N, O'Conor ean persuade the Sultan to allow the Amir of Dthali to retain 
the village of Al Ukla, and, perhaps, the outlying portions of the Dakkam, this 
arrangement would, in Lord Lansdowne’s opinion, be as satisfactory a solution as His 
Majesty's Goyernment ean reasonably hope to obtain. Y 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDING 


Sir, 












Ambassador ati 
















































